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eaitorial  Dote. 


CHE  v/ork  of  preparation  involved  by  a  volume  such  as  the 
present,  necessarily  occupies  a  lengthy  period,  some  of  the 
sections  having  been  in  type  for  a  considerable  time. 

This  will  account  for  the  fact  that,  in  the  interim,  the 
melancholy  announcement  of  the  death  of  F.  J.  Marsden,  Esq.,  has 
been  made,  and  the  present  owner  of  Colne  House,  Mrs.  Marsden, 
being  abroad,  the  house  is  now  occupied  by  General  Sir  A.  Martin, 

Moreover  the  recent  death  of  Lady  Strathcona  and  Mount 
Royal  in  her  eighty-ninth  year  has  evoked  the  universal  sympathy 
of  all  classes  with  the  venerable  High  Commissioner  in  his  sad 
bereavement. 

Again,  as  regards  Belhus,  the  historic  property  of  Sir 
Thomas  Barrett-Lennard,  Bt.,  this  has  just  been  occupied  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stead. 


ForciDora. 


So  far-reaching  are  the  man}'  sided  interests  of  Essex  and  so 
great  is  its  fascination  for  those  who  know  the  County,  that 
Mr.    Reginald    A.    Beckett's    enthusiastic    remark    in    his 
engrossing   work   on   Romantic   Essex:- — "With    me,   Essex    is   a 
passion — almost  a  religion — "   begets  nothing  but  perfect  under- 
standing.    For  to  know  Essex  is  to  love  it. 

Physically,  from  the  marshy  flats  and  wide  estuaries  on  the 
eastern  coast,  at  once  the  despair  of  the  coastguard  in  former  days 
and  the  delight  of  the  smuggler,  to  the  undulating  character  of  the 
inland  country,  frequently  well-wooded,  and  always  rich  in  wild 
flowers,  Essex  has  abundance  of  varied  charm.  With  Epping 
Forest  on  the  west,  the  pleasing  aspect  of  the  country  on  the 
Hertfordshire  side  culminates  in  the  beauties  of  the  Saffron  Walden 
district,  while  the  neighbourhood  of  Dedham  on  the  Suffolk 
borders  has  inspierd  some  of  the  best  of  Constable's  work. 

Historically,  Essex  played  a  more  prominent  part  in  early 
English  annals  than  it  has  done  since  the  Conquest.  The  reason 
is  not  far  to  seek.  Its  extensive,  low-lying  seaboard  presented 
small  initial  difficulties  to  invading  forces.      The  four  centuries  of 


Roman  occupation  saw  Essex  completely  colonised  and  Colchester 
the  chief  city  in  the  Kingdom.  Its  walls  still  merit  Mr.  Cox's 
description  as  "affording  the  most  perfect  example  of  Roman 
town  defences  remaining  in  Britain,"  whilst  the  general  excellence 
of  the  Essex  roads  is  attributable  mainly  to  the  fact  that  four,  if 
not  more,  of  the  main  highways,  were  the  work  of  these  mighty 
empire  builders.  At  the  time  of  the  departure  of  the  Romans  early 
in  the  fifth  century,  Essex  must  have  presented  the  appearance 
of  a  highly  civilized  colony.  How  thoroughly  it  was  impregnated 
with  their  influence  is  shown  by  the  abundance  of  Roman  relics 
throughout  the  County.  But  the  Britons  too  had  shared  in  the 
effeteness  which  led  to  the  downfall  of  Rome,  and  which  left  them 
an  easy  prey  to  the  invasions  of  the  Saxon  and  subsequently 
Danish  hordes.  Out  of  this  period  of  rapine  and  wanton  destruction, 
Essex  emerged  as  a  separate  kingdom,  which  then  included 
portions  of  Hertfordshire  and  Middlesex,  while  London  usurped 
Colchester's  place  as  its  capital. 

Meantime,  Christianity,  despite  repeated  checks,  had  gained 
a  foothold  in  Essex,  and  the  seventh  century  saw  Cedd,  the 
brother  of  St.  Chad,  consecrated  Bishop  of  the  East  Saxons. 
By  him.  Tilbury  and  Ythancestir  (the  Roman  fortress  of  Othona, 
near  Bradwell-juxta-Mare)  were  made  the  chief  centres  of  his 
operations.  Here  antiquarian  interest  centres  in  the  remains  of 
his  pre-Conquest  Church  of  St.  Peter's-on-the-Wall,  so  called 
from  having  been  erected  across  the  old  Roman  wall  of  the 
fortress,  and  now  doing  duty  as  a  barn,  the  whole  fabric  being 
composed  of  materials  of  Roman  origin. 

It  was  the  last  of  the  Saxon  Kings,  the  ill-fated  Harold, 
who  as  Earl  of  Essex  and  East  Anglia,  prior  to  his  accession  had 
so  great  an  interest  in  Waltham  that  he  rebuilt  and  refounded  its 
Church,  in  which  it  is  believed  his  remains  were  laid  to  rest  after 
the  defeat  at  Senlac. 
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Added  to  these,  the  County  has  yielded  many  evidences  of 
Pre-historic  man,  belonging  to  the  Paleolithic  and  Neolithic 
periods,  and  among  the  earthworks  and  barrows  of  pre-Roman 
date,  those  at  Loughton  and  Ambresbury  Banks  in  Epping  Forest 
must  be  mentioned,  while  the  Red  Hills,  as  the  low  mounds 
bordering  the  coast  streams  of  the  County  are  called,  are  now 
usually  supposed  to  indicate  the  sites  of  ancient  potteries. 

Another  interesting  feature  of  Essex,  the  Dene  Holes  in 
Hangman's  Wood,  East  Thurrock,  on  Major  Whitmore's  estate 
have  evoked  a  wealth  of  speculation  as  to  their  origin.  Here,  by 
means  of  narrow  shafts  sunk  through  Thanet  sand  into  the  chalk, 
a  series  of  branching  out  chambers  is  reached.  The  work  is 
probably  Celtic,  but  its  purpose  is  shrouded  in  mystery.  So  far 
careful  sittings  of  the  debris  have  failed  to  throw  any  light  on  the 
matter,  which  is  rendered  more  baffling  by  the  absence  of 
enlightening  inscriptions.  The  theory  that  they  were  constructed 
to  obtain  chalk  may  be  discarded,  as  also  the  tradition  of  the 
British  King,  Cunobeline's  gold  mine,  which,  however,  is  said  to 
have  sufficed  for  the  flotation  of  a  wild-cat  scheme  for  the 
recovery  of  gold  in  Essex  at  the  time  of  the  South  Sea  Bubble. 
Far  more  probable  is  the  argument  that  they  may  have  been  used 
for  grain-storage,  or  simply  as  secret  hiding  places. 

The  numerous  castles  of  Essex  were  for  the  most  part  the 
result  of  the  Norman  Conquest.  The  only  fortress  mentioned  in 
the  Domesday  Record  is  that  of  Rayleigh.  "  And  in  this  manor 
Suene  has  built  his  castle." 

Norman  influence  and  Norman  rule  were  more  quickly 
apparent  in  Essex  than  elsewhere  in  England.  Upwards  of  ninety 
of  its  former  landowners  were  incontinently  deprived  of  their 
estates,  which  were  granted  by  the  Conqueror  to  his  knights  and 
companions  in  arms,  his  half-brother,  Odo,  Bishop  of  Bayeux, 
receiving  nearly  forty  lordships  in  Essex  alone.      Of  the  numerous 


castles  that  sprang  into  being  throughout  Essex,  with  the  dual 
purpose  of  protecting  the  unpopular  new  owners  and  driving  fear 
into  the  dispossessed  inhabitants,  little  now  remains  of  Pleshey, 
or  Walden,  believed  to  have  been  the  work  of  Geoffrey  de 
Mandeville,  the  first  Norman  Earl  of  Essex,  so  created  by  Stephen 
in  1 140,  a  dignity  in  which  he  was  succeeded  by  the  De  Bohuns, 
Plantagenets,  the  old  Bourchier  family,  the  Cromwells,  for  a  brief 
period,  1539-40,  the  Parrs,  Devereux  of  Elizabethan  fame,  ere  it 
came  to  its  present  holders,  the  Capells. 

The  marriage  of  Geoffrey  de  Mandeville  with  the  daughter 
of  the  first  Aubrey  de  Vere  linked  him  with  the  holders  of 
Canfield  Castle,  who  were  possibly  its  builders,  or  may  have 
simply  made  this  formidable  Saxon  fortress,  of  which  only  a 
remarkable  earthwork  now  remains,  an  occasional  residence  while 
they  were  building  Hedingham.  Hadley's  ruins  still  frown  over 
the  Essex  marshes,  all  that  is  left  of  the  work  of  Hubert  de  Burg, 
Earl  of  Kent.  Erected  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  it  was  given  by 
his  son,  Edward  I.  to  his  second  wife,  Margaret  of  France,  and  in 
Tudor  times  was  assigned  by  Henry  VIII.  to  his  uncongenial  fourth 
wife,  Anne  of  Cleves.  A  huge  mound  represents  Ongar 
Castle,  once  held  by  Count  Eustace  of  Boulogne.  Stanstead 
Mountfichet  Castle  as  well  as  that  of  Birch  belonged  to  the 
Gernons,  of  whom  William  was  a  kinsman  of  the  Conqueror.  He 
adopted  the  name  of  Montefixo,  which  was  superimposed  on 
Stanstead  in  a  corrupted  form,  as  the  head  of  the  famous  Barony 
of  de  Mountfichet,  which  became  extinct  on  the  death  of  Richard, 
who  held  the  important  office  of  Forester  of  Essex  in  1258. 

It  was  left  to  Eudo,  who  was  Dapifer,  i.e.  one  of  the  Sewers 
or  Seneschals  of  the  Conqueror  to  build  Colchester  Castle, 
whose  walls  in  some  places  thirty  one  feet  thick,  probably  account 
for  their  defiance  of  the  hand  of  time.  To  the  same  source 
Colchester  owed  its  famous  Benedictine   Abbey  of  St.  John  the 
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Baptist,  whereof  the  fine  gateway  alone  remains,  whilst  another 
foundation,  St.  Botolph's  Priory,  between  which  and  the  Abbey 
much  jealousy  existed,  was  erected  about  the  same  time  by  a 
priest  named  Ernulph.  Yet  another  of  Eudo's  gifts  to  Colchester 
was  a  hospital  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalene,  and  originally 
intended  for  the  reception  of  lepers,  the  memory  of  which,  revived 
by  King  James  I.  in  "The  College  or  Hospital  of  King  James,"  is 
kept  green  to-day  by  the  institution  known  as  "  The  Corporation 
of  the  Master  and  Poor  of  Magdalene  Hospital." 

This  Kudo  was  the  personal  attendant  of  the  Conqueror, 
whose  confidence  he  enjoyed  as  did  his  father,  Hubert  de  Rie 
before  him.  To  the  last  mentioned,  Duke  William  owed  his  life 
in  1046,  when,  as  the  only  but  illegitimate  son  of  Robert  the  Devil, 
he  would  have  fallen  a  victim  to  the  treachery  of  his  kinsmen  had 
not  De  Rie  afforded  him  shelter,  despatched  him  under  the  escort 
of  his  stalwart  sons  to  the  stronghold  of  Falaise,  and  misled  his 
pursuers  as  to  the  direction  taken  by  the  Duke.  Eudo  was  with 
this  first  of  the  Norman  Kings  of  England  at  his  death,  and  in 
obedience  to  the  wishes  of  his  dead  lord,  was  largely  instrumental 
in  securing  the  succession  of  William  II.  to  the  exclusion  of  his 
elder  brother,  Robert,  and  it  was  the  new  King  who  in  reward 
bestowed  on  him  the  important  command  of  Colchester.  By  his 
dearly  loved  wife.  Rose,  Eudo  had  one  daughter,  Margaret, 
subsequently  the  wife  of  William  de  Mandevilleor  Magnaville,  and 
the  mother  of  Geoffrey,  the  previously  mentioned  first  Norman  Earl 
of  Essex. 

Among  his  distinguished  successors,  was  Henry  Bourchier, 
created  Earl  of  Essex  in  1461,  whose  ancestor,  Robert,  upheld 
English  prestige  at  Crecy.  His  marriage  with  Anne  Woodville, 
made  him  uncle  of  Edward  IV.,  and  his  brother,  Thomas,  rendered 
the  Church  episcopal  service  for  over  half  a  century  as  Bishop  of 
Ely  and  subsequently  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  performed 
the  actual  union  between  the  Red  and  White  Roses  of  Lancaster 


and  York  by  officiating  at  the  marriage  of  Henry  VII.  and 
the  Princess  Elizabeth.  To  another  member  of  this  great  family 
John  Bourchier,  Lord  Berners,  great-nephew  of  the  Archbishop, 
the  translation  of  Froissart's  Chronicles  is  due. 

To  the  persecution  of  the  Flemish  Protestants  in  the 
Netherlands  under  the  Duke  of  Alva  in  the  days  of  Elizabeth, 
Essex  owes  some  of  her  well-known  families  of  to-day,  among 
them  being  the  Du  Canes,  the  present  owners  of  Braxted  Park,  the 
descendants  of  John  Du  Ouesne,  an  elder  of  the  Protestant 
Church,  and  one  of  the  refugees  whose  desire  for  freedom  of 
conscience  led  him  to  England  about  that  time.  Nearly  two 
centuries  later,  Braxted  Lodge,  as  it  was  then  called,  was  acquired 
by  Peter  du  Cane,  and  in  his  family  the  property  has  since 
continued. 

Grim  work  in  Flanders,  too,  was  responsible  for  the 
connection  of  the  Houblon  family  with  the  County.  As  merchant 
princes  they  had  already  made  their  name  in  the  days  of 
Charles  II.,  tlie  discursive  Pepys  giving  with  great  gusto  an 
account  of  a  supper  at  the  old  Sun  behind  the  Exchange  in 
Company  with  five  brothers  Houblon -"  mighty  fine  gentlemen 
they  are  all,  and  used  me  most  respectfully."  As  Governor,  and 
Director  of  the  Bank  of  England  two  of  the  worthy  Pepy's 
acquaintances  won  distinction  in  the  City,  another  member  of  the 
same  family  receiving  the  honor  of  knighthood  from  George  I.  in 
1724.  Three  years  later,  Jacob  Houblon,  the  grandson  of  one  of 
the  brothers,  acquired  Hallingbury  Place,  which  has  just  passed 
into  the  possession  of  Captain  Henry  Lindsay  Archer-Houblon,  on 
the  much  regretted  death  of  his  father,  Lieuf-Colonel  Archer- 
Houblon. 

Later,  Essex  benefitted  by  the  Revocation  of  the  Edict  of 
Nantes,  which  gave  the  Champions  de  Crespigny  to  England.  Of 
their  illustrious  past,  some  account  is  given  in  the  pages  of  this 
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book,  and  the  present  baronet  will  ever  have  a  place  deep  in  the 
hearts  of  Englishmen  in  grateful  recognition  of  the  vigil  he  helped 
to  keep  from  May  17th  to  20th,  igio,  beside  the  body  of  his  dead 
King  at  a  time  when  private  sorrow  would  have  incapacitated 
many  a  man  with  less  than  Sir  Claude's  weight  of  years  upon 
him.  At  Champion  Lodge,  a  large  engraving  of  the  late  King 
Edward  VII.  bears  the  following  inscription  : — 

In  remembrance  of  the  Lying  in  State  in  Westminster 
Hall,  on  which  occasion  you  assisted  in  keeping  watch. 

George  R.  &  I. 
Of  such  men,  Essex  may  well  be  proud. 

Another  "very  gallant  gentleman,"  Captain  Lawrence 
Edward  Grace  Oates,  who  gave  his  life  in  a  vain  attempt  to  save 
the  other  members  of  Captain  Scott's  disastrous  Polar  Expedition, 
is  deeply  and  sincerely  mourned  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gesting 
thorpe. 

Another  side  of  Essex  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  make  adequate 
mention  in  an  article  such  as  the  present,  is  its  architectural 
interest.  The  Monasteries  alone  had  an  annual  revenue  consider- 
ably in  excess  of  _^ioo,ooo  of  modern  money  at  the  time  Sir 
Richard,  afterwards  Lord  Rich,  played  so  important  a  part  in  their 
spoliation.  Among  the  memories  of  their  former  greatness  the 
exquisite  remains  of  the  Premonstratensian  Canon's  Chapter  House 
at  Beeleigh  Abbey,  the  imposing  Norman  nave  of  the  conventual 
Church  at  Waltham  and  the  beautiful  gateway  of  St.  Osyth's,  are 
still  invested  with  much  of  their  former  beauty. 

Of  the  actual  Colne  Priory  founded  by  Aubrey  de  Vere,  ist 
Earl  of  Guines  about  iioo,  in  Earl's  Colne  parish  on  the  Suffolk 
borders  of  the  County,  for  Black  Monks  of  the  Order  of  St. 
Benedict,  practically  nothing  remains.  In  the  words  of  the 
historian,  Morant,  "  It  was  built  of  timber,  but  part  of  it  hath 


been  pulled  down  since  the  dissolution,  and  it  hath  been  so  altered 
from  what  it  was,  that  it  may  be  called  a  new  structure.  The  late 
John  Wade,  Esq.,  cased  it  with  brick,  and  made  great  improve- 
ments to  the  house  and  gardens." 

After  the  Dissolution  of  the  Monasteries,  Henry  VIII. 
restored  this  ancient  property  to  the  De  Vere  family,  with  whom 
it  continued  until  the  17th  Earl  of  Oxford  sold  the  residence  of  his 
forefathers,  Hall  Place,  including  the  manor  to  his  steward,  Roger 
Harlackenden.  Subsequently  the  Priory  was  acquired  by  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Cawardine,  whose  ancestor  held  the  position  of 
Master  of  the  Revels  to  Henry  VIII.,  and  in  this  family  it  has 
continued  for  upwards  of  three  centuries,  its  present  owner  being 
Mrs.  Keeling,  daughter  and  heiress  of  the  late  John  Cawardine, 
J-P. 

In  the  old  Priory  Church,  long  since  demolished,  it  is  said 
that  thirteen  Earls  of  Oxford  were  buried.  Four  of  their  tombs 
now  rest  in  a  cloister  prepared  to  receive  them  at  the  present 
Priory,  but  the  other  nine  are  believed  to  liave  been  ruthlessly 
broken  up  in  order  to  provide  material  for  the  chimney  pieces  of 
the  house. 

Both  brick  and  timber  work  are  remarkably  fine  in  Essex 
Churches,  and  as  regards  monumental  brasses,  the  County  has  few, 
if  any,  equals,  with  the  exception  of  Kent. 

Moreover,  "  the  want  of  the  beauties  of  a  stately  Cathedral," 
deplored  by  the  Rev.  Alfred  Suckling,  LL.B.,  is  about  to  be 
remedied  in  Essex,  which  at  last  is  to  have  a  Bishopric  of  its  own, 
the  Diocese  of  Chelmsford. 

Again,  the  unique  Church  at  Greensted-juxta-Ongar, 
steeped  in  the  story  of  the  martyred  King  Edmund,  has  not  its 
like  in  England,  and  from  an  architectural  point  of  view  is  as 
interesting  as  either  the  magnificence  of  the  unfinished  terra  cotta 
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beauty  of  Layer  Marney  Tower  or  the  great  mansion  at  Audley 
End  erected  on  the  site  of  the  ancient  Benedictine  Abbey  of 
Walden.  The  twin  churches,  as  they  have  been  called,  of  Willin- 
gale  Do  and  Willingale  Spain  share  one  churchyard,  and  their 
parishes  take  their  second  names  from  their  12th  century  lords, 
William  d'Ou  and  Hervey  de  Spain  respectively,  the  latter's  family 
being  further  memorialized  in  the  County  by  Spains  and  Spaynes 
Halls. 

New  Hall,  in  Boreham  Parish,  nearly  four  miles  distant 
from  Chelmsford,  now  occupied  by  the  nuns  of  the  Order  of  the 
Holy  Sepulchre,  still  retains  many  of  the  features  of  the  fine  Tudor 
mansion  erected  by  Thomas  Butler,  Earl  of  Ormond,  about  1500, 
and  which  Henry  VIII.,  subsequently  beautified  and  desired  vainly 
to  rechristen  Beaulieu.  It  was  later  the  Essex  home  of  General 
Monk,  and  afterwards  passed  to  the  Olmius  family.  Barons 
Waltham  in  the  Irish  peerage. 

At  Maldon,  "  one  of  the  two  ancientest  towns  in  the 
County,"  the  Town  or  Moot  Hall,  otherwise  D'Arcy  Tower, 
turreted  and  gabled,  still  retains  the  name  of  its  builder,  Robert 
D'Arcy,  a  member  of  an  ancient  family,  whose  connection  with 
Essex  is  further  connoted  by  the  village  of  Tolleshunt  D'Arcy,  near 
the  Blackwater.  Their  ancient  residence,  the  Old  Hall,  though 
now  much  reduced  in  size,  still  contains  much  carved  panelling, 
the  screened  ceiling  of  the  entrance  hall  being  especially  note- 
worthy, while  the  D'Arcy  chapel  in  the  Church  of  Nicholas  has 
many  memorials  of  its  bygone  owners,  including  a  brass  effigy 
to  Anthony  D'Arcy,  High  Sheriff  in  1512. 

The  ancient  mansion  of  Upminster  Hall,  long  the  seat  of 
the  BranfiU  family,  timber  built,  its  oldest  portions  dating  back 
to  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  is  adorned  with  all  the  characteristics  of 
the  Tudor  period,  clustered  chimneys,  gables,  mullioned  bays  and 
deep  eaves.      Copped   Hall,  Epping,  on  the  fringe  of  the  famous 


forest,  was  erected  in  the  sixteenth  century  by  Sir  Thomas 
Heneage,  at  which  time  it  was  described  as  "  The  noblest  house  in 
Essex."  Felix  Hall,  Kelvedon,  long  connected  with  the  Abdys, 
illustrates  the  classic  style  of  the  eighteenth  century,  when  it  was 
rebuilt  by  Lord  Western.  Its  name,  according  to  Morant,  is 
believed  to  be  derived  from  the  Filiols,  its  Norman  owners,  just  as 
Gaynes  Park  recalls  the  once  powerful  Engaine  family.  And 
Coggeshall  is  justly  proud  of  the  beautiful  carved  timber  work 
and  panelling  in  Peaycock's  House  in  West  Street. 

Black  Notley  will  always  be  inseparably  connected  with 
the  celebrated  naturalist  and  pioneer  of  botanic  science  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  just  as  Sible  Hedingham  village,  with  its 
carved  hawks  on  the  Church  tower  and  elsewhere,  recalls  the 
brilliant  career  of  Sir  John  Hawkwood,  a  tanner's  son,  who,  from  a 
common  soldier,  won  his  spurs  on  the  field  of  Poictiers,  subse- 
qently,  as  leader  of  a  band  of  mercenaries  rendering  such  service 
to  the  state  of  Florence  that  he  was  accepted  as  the  husband  of 
the  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Milan,  and  a  monument  was  raised  to 
his  memory  in  the  Cathedral  at  Florence  on  his  death  in  1394. 

Again,  Little  Dunmow  is  always  associated  with  that 
sturdy  champion  of  English  Liberty,  Robert  Fitzwalter,  the  leader 
of  the  barons  who  wrung  Magna  Charta  from  a  reluctant  King, 
and  whose  family  is  said  by  some  to  have  inaugurated  the  famous 
competition  for  the  Flitch  of  Bacon.  Witham  still  has  its  ancient 
oak  cage,  formerly  used  for  the  detention  of  wrong  doers,  and 
Borough  English  prevails  in  about  fourteen  manors. 

Among  other  curious  customs  and  tenures  of  the  past,  the 
Lawless  Court  of  Rochford,  convened  by  the  Lord  of  the  Honor  of 
Rayleigh  at  the  unlawful  hour  of  dawn  on  the  Wednesday 
morning  after  Michaelmas  Day,  deserves  mention.  All  the 
business  was  conducted  in  whispers,  and  any  absentee  mulcted  of 


double  his  rent  for  every  hour  he  refrained  from  putting  in  an 
appearance. 

And  all  this  in  a  County  mainly  devoted  to  Agriculture, 
whose  claims  to  cattle  and  horse  breeding  fame  need  no  comment. 
Its  laurels  were  bestowed  as  early  as  Drayton's  time,  who  sang  of 
it  in  his  Polyolbion  : — 

Essex  is  our  dower,  and  greatly  doth  abound 

With  every  simple  good  that  in  the  world  is  found. 


Ballingburp  place,  Great  Ballinflburp. 

Uiniiam  Cockett  flancu),  €$q.,  l.p. 


THE  present  head  of  the  well  known  firm  of  Thomas  Agnew  & 
Sons,  in  succession   to   the  late  Sir  William  Agnew,  ist  Bt., 
claims  descent  from  the  Sheuchan  branch  of  tlie  Agnews  of 
Lochnaw,  on  which  estate  his  ancestors  were  long  in  residence  at 
Clendry,  in  Kirkcolm  parish. 

Born  in  1858,  the  son  of  Thomas  Agnew,  of  Manchester,  Mr. 
Agnew  serves  Lancashire  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace,  and  in 
1884  married  Augusta,  daughter  of  the  late  F.  Shiel,  Esq.,  of 
Bearforest,  Mallow. 

Hallingbury  Place,  on  the  Hertfordshire  borders  of  Essex, 
which  Mr.  Agnew  has  leased  from  Colonel  G.  B.  Archer-Houblon, 
is  a  spacious,  Georgian,  red  brick  mansion,  with  square  towers  at 
the  corners,  charmingly  surrounded  by  a  finely  timbered  park  of 
about  one  hundred  acres. 

Great  Hallingbury,  in  which  parish  the  estate  is  situate,  lies 
^bout  three  miles  south  east  from  Bishop's  Stortford. 


In  the  days  of  Edward  II.,  it  took  the  name  of  Hallingbury 
Morley,  after  Hawyse,  sister  and  heiress  of  John  le  Mareschal,  of 
Hengham,  in  Norfolk,  had  brought  it  to  her  husband,  Robert  de 
Morley,  and  with  their  descendants  it  continued  until  1453.  It 
then  passed  by  marriage  to  the  Lovells  and  Parkers.  The  first  of 
the  last  mentioned  family  to  own  Hallingbury  was  Sir  William 
Parker,  Standard  Bearer  and  Privy  Councillor  to  Richard  III.,  and 
ancestor  of  the  recipient  of  that  famous  anonymous  letter,  revealing 
the  existence  of  the  Gunpowder  Plot,  Lord  Monteagle. 

Hallingbury's  next  owner,  Sir  Edward  Turner,  Kt.,  Speaker 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  was  appointed  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the 
Exchequer  in  1671.  His  son.  Sir  Edward  Turner,  Bt.,  sat  for 
Oxford  in  Parliament.  Shortly  after  his  death,  the  property  was 
acquired  in  1727  by  the  Houblon  family,  with  whom  it  has  since 
remained. 


Hargrave  Hall. 


l^argrdDe  Park,  Stanstea. 

6ilDert  nmr,  esq.,  (3n) 


J|  MEMBER  of  an  old  Northumbrian  family,  Mr.  Gilbert  Alder, 
W%  Jr.,  of  Hargrave  Park,  Stansted,  on  the  picturesque  Hert- 
fordshire borders  of  Essex,  is  the  grandson  of  the  late  Rev. 
Gilbert  Alder,  M.A.,  sometime  Vicar  of  Hurstbourne  Tarrant,  in 
Hampshire  and  also  Rural  Dean,  and  son  of  Gilbert  Alder,  of 
Hargrave  and  his  wife,  Anne  Colby,  daughter  of  the  late  Francis 
Devereux  Lambert,  of  West  Croydon  and  20,  Devonshire 
Place,  W. 

Born  at  Warlingham,  in  Surrey,  in  1864,  Mr.  Alder  was 
educated  at  Worthing  College  and  Hanover,  and  thus  reaped  the 
advantages  of  both  Home  and  Continental  Schooling. 

Mr.  Alder  is  an  original  member  of  the  Sports  Club,  and,  an 
enthusiastic  sportsman,  owns  to  a  special  preference  for  horses  and 
hunting,  to  which  he  devotes  a  considerable  proportion  of  his 
leisure.  He  is  a  freeman  of  the  City  of  London  and  on  the  Courts 
of  the  Dyers'  Co.,  and  the  Watermen's  Co. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alefounder's  children. 


6Rdt  Brottikp  l>alL 

6eorde  Swale  jlkTounder,  €$q. 


IT  is  only  during  the  last  few  years  that  Captains  of  Industry, 
such  as   the  great  soapmakers  and  others  engaged  in  similar 
mighty   commercial   undertakings  have  begun  to  appreciate 
the  coconut  at  its  true  value. 

As  yet  the  average  man  has  not  progressed  beyond  the  stage 
of  vaguely  connecting  it  with  certain  raucous-voiced  exploiters  of 
accuracy  of  aim  at  country  fairs,  and  as  an  ingredient  in  sweet- 
meats. In  thought  and  in  deed,  he  associates  it  with  the  cocoa- 
bean,  allots  to  it,  albeit  erroneously,  the  same  spelling,  and 
troubles  no  more  about  it. 

However,  the  fact  that  tropical  coast  estates  are  now  being 
secured  by  those  to  whom  the  valuable  oil  and  other  products  of 
the  nut  are  likely  to  be  of  service,  indicates  provision  for  steady 
and  vastly  increasing  supplies  in  the  future.  The  nut,  it  may  be 
added,  will  not  flourish  outside  the  torrid  zone,  nor  away  from  the 
sound  of  the  waves.  Dawning  activity  on  the  part  of  the  Stock 
Exchange  confirms  the  belief  of  the  pioneers  of  this  industry  that 
a  few  years  hence  the  boom  in  coconuts  will  equal  the  recent  one 
in  rubber. 

The  trees,  which  take  five  years  to  arrive  at  maturity,  bear 
three  crops  a  year.  A  single  acre  of  ground  will  accommodate 
seventy,  and  some  idea  of  the  prodigality  of  the  output  may  be 
gained  from  the  fact  that  in  Ceylon,  it  is  no  uncommon  state  of 
affairs  for  litigation  to  take  place  between  the  five  hundred  part- 


proprietors  of  a  single  tree.       Moreover,  three  coconuts  will  afford 
a  Cingalese  sufficient  food  for  a  day. 

The  owner  of  one  of  the  largest  estates  in  Central  America 
and  the  West  Indies,  under  private  management,  is  George  Swale 
Alefounder,  Esq.,  the  product  in  this  instance  being  dessicated. 

This  gentleman's  fine  presence  and  stature  make  it  difficult 
to  realise  that  in  his  youth  his  constitution  was  considered  so  frail 
that  he  was  advised  to  seek  health  abroad,  a  circumstance  that 
led  him  in  the  first  instance  to  turn  his  attention  to  a  then 
comparatively  unknown  industry. 

In  Tobago,  his  beautiful  home,  Studley  Park,  erected  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  on  an  old  sugar  plantation,  not  only 
cherishes  English  traditions  in  its  name,  but  is  built  of  the  best 
English  bricks. 

The  Alefounders  have  had  a  lengthy  connection  with  Essex 
and  Suffolk,  Ipswich  being  the  birthplace  of  the  subject  of  the 
present  sketch.  Their  coat  of  arms  was  granted  to  Mr. 
Alefounder's  ancestors   in    1503. 

He  is  married,  and  has  issue  two  sons  and  one  daughter. 
To  Mrs.  Alefounder,  he  owes  much  of  his  practical  grip  of  current 
matters,  for  as  the  result  of  a  severe  blow  on  the  head  inflicted  by 
one  of  his  negro  labourers  in  days  gone  by,  Mr.  Alefounder  has 
nearly  lost  his  sight.  It  is  characteristic  of  the  man  that  he  has 
not  suffered  this  to  interfere  with  his  life-work.  With  Mrs. 
Alefounder's  assistance,  he  continues  to  take  an  active  part  in  the 
management  of  his  estate,  and  divides  his  time  between  the 
tropics  and  England. 

Until  quite  recently  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alefounder  have  been  in 
residence  at  Great  Bromley  Hall,  near  Colchester,  and  in  the 
autumn  of  1913  returned  once  again  to  their  West  Indian 
home. 


i>atrieia  place,  i)atrieia  pcdcrl 

jlrtbur  CDandos  HrkwridDt,  €$a..  3.P. 


BORN  in   1843,  Arthur  Chandos  Arkwright,  Esq.,  of  Hatfield 
Place,  in   Hatfield   Peverel  parish,  is  the  6th  son  of  the  late 
John  Arkwright,  Esq.,  of  Hampton  Court,  in  Herefordshire, 
and  his  wife,  Sarah,  daughter  of  the  late  Sir-Hungerford  Hoskyns, 
7th  Bt.,  of  Harewood  in  the  same  County, 

Mr.  Arkwright  was  educated  at  Eton,  and  by  his  marriage 
on  April  28th,  1870,  with  Agnes  Mary,  daughter  of  the  late 
William  Michael  Tufnell,  Esq.,  of  Hatfield  Place,  allied  his  own 
with  another  well  known  house,  whose  present  head.  Colonel 
William  Neville  Tufnell,  is  in  residence  at  the  old  family  seat  at 
Langleys,  in  Essex.  The  eldest  son  of  this  marriage,  Wilfred 
Lionel  Tyrell,  Esq.,  was  born  in  1871. 


Mr.  Arkwright  has  rendered  military  service,  and  ranked 
formerly  as  a  Lieutenant  of  the  2nd  Life  Guards,  and  a  Major  and 
Honorary  Lieuteimnt  Colonel  of  the  Shropshire  Yeomanry 
Cavalry. 

He  is  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  for  Essex  and  Salop, 
and  succeeded  to  Hatfield  Place  on  the  death  of  the  late  W.  M. 
Tufnell,  Esq.,  in  1905. 


parnaon  i>aiL 

tortus  josepD  Uliaram  JlrktvrlaDt,  €$q. 


THE  brickwork  and  Portland  stone  dressings  of  the  modern 
mansion  of  Parndon  Hall,  Mr.  Arkwright's  seat,  show  to 
full  advantage  from  the  surrounding  finely  timbered  park 
of  seventy-five  acres.  The  house  commands  many  pretty  peeps  of 
picturesque  country  on  the  borders  of  Essex  and  Hertfordshire. 
Little  Parndon  parish,  in  which  it  is  situate,  as  its  name  implies, 
is  one  of  the  smallest  in  the  County,  having  an  area  of  only  five 
hundred  and  eighteen  acres. 

Mr.  Arkwright,  who  was  born  in  1866,  is  the  son  of  the  late 
Loftus  Wigram  Arkwright,  Esq.,  of  Parndon  Hall,  and  his  wife, 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Rowland  John  Reynolds,  Esq.  From  Eton, 
he  went  to  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  and  in  1894  married  Julia, 
daughter  of  J.  Caldwell,  Esq.,  and  has,  with  other  issue,  a  son, 
Loftus,  born  in  1895. 


Mr.  Arkwright  held  the  Mastership  of  the  Essex  Foxhounds 
from  1893-99,  is  the  patron  of  the  three  adjacent  livings  of  Little 
Parndon,  Netteswell  and  Latton,  and  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Little 
Parndon.  He  also  owns  Mark  Hall,  in  Latton  parish,  now  in  the 
occupation  of  Newman  Gilbey,  Esq. 


Ramsaen  mi  Bilkricap* 

CDomas  Ulalter  Bacon«  €$q..  3.p. 


THE  fourth  son  of  the  late  Sir  Henry  Hickman  Bacon,  loth  Bt., 
of  Redgrave  and  iith  Bt.,  of  Mildenhall,  Thomas  Walter 
Bacon,  Esq.,  of  Ramsden  Hall,  Billericay,  is  thus  a  member 
of  a  very  distinguished  family.  Among  other  well  known 
ancestors,  he  numbers  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  Lord  Keeper  of  the 
Great  Seal  during  Elizabeth's  reign,  and  his  famous  son.  Sir 
Francis,  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  England  in  1618,  Baron 
Verulam  and  Viscount  St.  Albans,  which  titles  became  extinct  on 
his  death  in  1626,  without  issue. 

The  eldest  son  and  namesake  of  Sir  Nicholas,  Lord  Keeper 
Bacon,  was  the  first  to  enjoy  the  new  dignity  of  Baronet,  whence 
comes  it  that  the  present  holder  of  the  dual  Baronetcies  of 
Redgrave  and  Mildenhall,  Sir  Hickman  Beckett  Bacon,  eldest 
brother  of  Mr.  Bacon,  ranks  as  Premier  Baronet  of  England. 

Thomas  Walter  Bacon,  Esq.,  was  born  on  September  i6th, 
1863,  and  in  1901  married  Edith  Mary,  daughter  of  Alexander 
Samuel  Leslie-Melville,  of  Branston  Hall,  Lincoln,  grandson  of 
Alexander,  7th  Earl  of  Leven  and  6th  Earl  of  Melville.    This  lady's 


younger  sister,  Constance  Alice,  had  already  married  in  1893 
Nicholas  Henry  Bacon,  Esq.,  heir  presumptive  to  the  Baronetcies, 
another  brother  of  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  W.  Bacon  three  sons  have  been  born, 
Anthony  Walter,  Francis  Thomas  and  Christopher  Henry. 

Ramsden  Hall,  three  miles  south  east  of  Billericay,  is 
situate  in  one  of  the  most  picturesque  districts  in  Essex,  com- 
manding fine  views  over  the  Thames  into  Kent.  The  parish  of 
Ramsden  Crays  derives  the  latter  part  of  its  name  from  the  de 
Crei  family,  who  were  seated  here  in  their  manor  house  in  the 
thirteenth  and  early  part  of  the  fourteenth  centuries.  This 
property  appears  under  the  name  of  Raraesdan  in  the  Domesday 
Record,  at  which  period  it  was  held  by  Odo,  Bishop  of  Bayeux, 
half  brother  to  the  Conqueror,  and  Ralph,  brother  of  Ilger. 

The  chief  landowner  at  the  present  time  is  Mr.  Bacon,  who 
also  holds  the  manorial  rights.  This  gentleman  renders  useful 
service  to  his  County  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace,  and 
the  Union  and  Wellington  Clubs  number  him  among  their 
members. 


'^ 


rooor  Ball 

Jobti  Bairour,  €$q. 


flBOUT  a  mile  from  the  quaint  old  township  of  Harlow  on  the 
Hertfordshire  borders  of  Essex,  and  situated  in  one  of  the 
most    picturesque   parts   of   that   most   maligned    County, 
stands   Moor   Hall,  the  property  and  residence  of  John  Balfour, 
Esq. 

The  approach  to  the  mansion  from  the  lodge  gates  leads 
through  well  timbered  grounds,  wherein  stately  beech,  their  huge 
branches  sweeping  the  soft  green  turf  below,  predominate.  The 
immediately  surrounding  gardens  by  their  luxuriance  and  tasteful 
arrangement  reveal  the  flower-loving  tastes  of  their  owner. 

Moor  Hall  is  a  commodious  Georgian  mansion,  equipped 
with  its  own  electric  plant  for  lighting  purposes,  and  commanding 
wide  views  over  park-like  grounds,  wherein  a  lake  of  considerable 
size  contributes  further  to  the  charm  of  its  environment.  Beyond, 
stretches  the  famous  cricket   ground,   long  associated   with   the 


Moor  Hall  Cricket  Club,  one  of  the  best  private  Clubs  in  Essex, 
founded  over  sixty  years  ago  by  Mr.  Balfour's  predecessor,  the  late 
John  Watlington  Perry-Watlington,  Esq.,  of  which  Mr.  Balfour  is 
now  President. 

Separated  from  the  gardens  and  grounds  on  the  other  side 
of  the  high  road,  is  the  kitchen  garden  and  much  glass.  Hot 
house  blooms  in  abundance  are  cultivated  here,  and  it  will  be 
remembered  that  in  1907  Mr.  Balfour  carried  off  the  Holmes 
Memorial  Cup  for  Chrysanthemums. 

Born  in  London  in  1853,  John  Balfour,  Esq.,  is  the  only  son 
of  the  late  John  Osborne  Balfour,  Esq,,  of  Orkney,  N.B. 

He  received  his  education  from  private  sources,  and  has 
been  long  a  well-known  member  of  the  London  Stock  Exchange. 

By  his  marriage  in  1878  with  Ada  Lissie,  daughter  of  the 
late  Major  William  John  Bampfield,  formerly  of  the  90th  Light 
Infantry,  he  has  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  His  heir,  John 
Hubert  Balfour,  Esq.,  born  in  1879,  and  educated  at  Winchester, 
married  in  1907  Victoria  Eugenie  Mary,  youngest  daughter  of 
Field  Marshal  Sir  H.  Evelyn  Wood,  G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G.,  V.C,  of 
Milhurst,  Harlow,  a  son,  David  Hubert,  being  born  of  this  union 
in  1908, 

Mr.  Balfour  takes  a  keen  interest  in  the  management  of  his 
own  estate. 

Living  in  the  heart  of  good  hunting  country,  it  follows  that 
this  delightful  form  of  Sport  is  numbered  among  the  chief  of  his 
recreations.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Essex  Hunt  and  in  1908  took 
over  the  Mastership  of  the  Essex  Staghounds  from  Mr.  A.  Jackson, 
of  Baddow  Park,  Chelmsford. 

Le  Mourhale  Manor,  in  Harlowe,  says  the  old  Essex 
historian,  Morant,  was  held  by  Matthew  de  Wodeham  and  John 


Snow  of  Robert,  Lord  Scales,  in    1324,   for   the  service  of  one 
knight's  fee. 

Rather  more  than  a  century,  later,  Thomas  Bugge  appears 
to  have  been  in  possession  of  the  estate,  which  he  then  held  under 
Humphrey,  Duke  of  Buckingham.  It  next  passed  by  purchase  to 
the  Henshaws,  by  whom  it  was  sold  to  John  Perry,  of  Blackwall, 
from  whose  descendants  it  was  acquired,  ultimately,  by  the 
present  owner. 

Mr.  Balfour  is  one  of  the  chief  landowners  in  Harlow,  with 
which  he  is  further  connected  as  Vice-President  of  the  local  Tariff 
Reform  League,  and  his  town  address  is  3,  Albion  Street,  Hyde 
Park,  W. 


UIloenDoe  RalL 

illexander  Kap  Barlou),  e$a..  3. P. 


IN  that  popular  yachting  centre  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Colne, 
Wivenhoe,  which  once  with  Brightlingsea  and  Rowhedge 
formed  a  member  of  the  Cinque  Port  of  Sandwich,  Alexander 
Kay  Barlow,  Esq.,  of  Wivenhoe  Hall,  is  well  known  as  a  yachtsman 
and  master  of  his  own  craft.  Mr.  Barlow  is  a  member  of  many  of 
the  leading  Yacht  Clubs,  including  the  Royal  Mersey,  Royal 
Portsmouth  Yacht,  Royal  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Yacht,  Burnham 
Yacht,  and  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  member  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Royal  Harwich  Yacht  Club.  Among  other 
craft,  he  has  owned  the  Quadroon,  King  Cole,  Coquette,  Ynge  and 
Mimosa,  and  his  successes  in  coast  racing  are  sufficiently  familiar 
to  all  lovers  of  this  delightful  sport,  whilst  he  has  also  ably  filled 
the  office  of  Commodore  to  the  Wivenhoe  and  Rowhedge 
Regatta, 


Ashore,  Mr.  Barlow  was  known  formerly  in  hunting  circles 
as  a  member  of  the  Essex  and  Suffolk  and  East  Essex  Stcighounds 
and  East  Essex  Foxhounds,  and  his  interest  in  athletic  contests 
made  him  the  donor  of  the  20  Guinea  Cup  for  the  County  Sports 
at  Chelmsford. 

Born  at  Thornbridge,  near  Ashford,  on  September  30th, 
1855,  Alexander  Kay  Barlow,  Esq.,  is  the  second  son  of  the  late 
William  Barlow,  Esq.,  of  Wilmslow,  Cheshire,  Chorlton,  near 
Manchester  and  Atherton  Grange,  Wimbledon  Park,  and  his 
second  wife,  Leah  Frances,  daughter  of  Samuel  Searle,  of  Oakhill, 
West  Derby,  in  Lancashire,  and  is  thus  a  member  of  an  old  North 
Country  family,  his  ancestor  in  the  fifth  degree  being  Thomas 
Barlow,  of  Chorlton,  who  was  born  in  1658. 

Mr.  Barlow  gained  his  early  education  from  Queenwood 
and  Malvern  Colleges,  and  is  a  man  of  many  interests.  In  addition 
to  those  already  mentioned,  he  has  rendered  military  service  as  a 
Captain  of  the  40th  Lancashire  Rifle  Volunteers,  has  acted  as 
Treasurer  to  the  Nottage  Institute  and  as  Correspondent  to  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  at  Washington. 

Nearer  home  he  is  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  for 
Essex,  and  his  connection  with  the  Wivenhoe  Urban  District 
Council  dates  from  its  inception  in  1899. 

By  his  marriage  in  1890  with  Sophia  Matilde,  daughter  of 
Henry  Salmonson,  Esq.,  of  Manchester,  Mr.  Barlow  has  issue  two 
sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  bear  the  additional  name  of 
Lancashire,  his  heir,  Alexander  William  Lancashire,  having  been 
born  on  November  iith,  1892. 

Wivenhoe  Hall,  Mr.  Barlow's  Essex  seat,  is  a  picturesque 
mansion  of  ancient  date,  standing  within  well  laid  out  grounds  of 
some  200  acres,  on  the  north  west  side  of  the  township  of  the  same 
name. 


Writing  in  1768,  Morant,  the  County  historian,  says : — 

Wivenhoe  Hall  stands  pleasantly  at  the  upper  end  of 
the  town — whilst  it  belonged  to  the  Earls  of  Oxford,  who 
sometimes  made  it  the  place  of  their  residence,  it  was  a 
large  and  elegant  seat ;  having  a  noble  gatehouse,  with 
towers  of  great  height,  that  served  for  a  seamark. 

Unfortunately  the  greater  part  of  the  old  house  was 
demolished. 

Wyvenhoe,  Wivenhoe,  or  Wivenhoo,  now  engaged  in  ship- 
building and  the  oyster  industry,  was  held  by  Robert  Gernon  at 
the  time  of  the  Survey,  and  later  became  a  parcel  of  his  Barony  of 
Stansted  Mountfichet.  Subsequently  it  was  with  the  Batayles,  and 
passed  through  the  Suttons,  Waltons  and  Howards  to  John  de 
Vere,  12th  Earl  of  Oxford,  a  prominent  Lancastrian,  beheaded  in 
1461,  when  his  estates  were  granted  by  Edward  IV.  to  his  brother, 
Richard,  Duke  of  Gloucester,  afterwards  Richard  111.  Eventually 
the  next  King,  Henry  Vll.,  restored  the  property  to  the  De  Veres, 
and  Wivenhoe  remained  with  the  Earls  of  Oxford,  until,  owing  to 
the  extravagance  of  Edward,  17th  Earl,  a  new  owner  was  found 
for  this  portion  of  their  property  in  the  person  of  Sir  Roger 
Townshend,  who  was  knighted  at  sea  for  the  gallant  part  he  had 
played  in  the  defeat  of  the  Spanish  Armada.  Shortly  before  the 
Restoration,  Nicholas  Corsellis  acquired  Wivenhoe,  which  remained 
with  his  descendants  for  more  than  two  hundred  years.  At  the 
present  time,  the  manorial  rights  are  held  by  George  F.  Beaumont, 
Esq.,  of  Coggeshall. 

The  Church  of  St.  Mary  in  this  parish,  which  suffered 
considerably  from  an  earthquake  in  1884,  contains  a  brass  of  Sir 
Thomas  Westeley,  who  died  in  1535,  Chaplain  to  the  Countess  of 
Oxford,  and  another  of  Flemish  origin  to  William,  2nd  Viscount 
Beaumont.  An  interesting  old  chest,  also  ascribed  to  the  same 
workmanship,  heavily  studded  with  nails  and  embossed,  finds 
place  in  the  vestry. 


The  Ryes. 


Cfte  Rpes. 

Colonel  Ratbaniel  Barnardiston,  D.L,  3. p. 


IT  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  family  of  higher  antiquity  in  the 
British  Isles  than  that  of  Colonel  Nathaniel  Barnardiston,  of 
The  Ryes,  on   the  Suffolk  borders  of  Essex.     Nor  would  it  be 
easy  to  duplicate  their  record,  which  includes  an  unbroken  descent 
of  almost  thirty  generations. 

Suffolk  knew  them  as  landowners  from  the  days  of  the 
Conquest,  their  name  being  taken  from  the  township  of 
Barnarston,  or  Barnston,  hard  by  Ketton,  in  that  County,  and 
later,  Ketton  Hall  was  brought  to  them  in  marriage  by  an  heiress 
of  the  Newmarch  family,  after  which  they  adopted  that  name  in 
addition  to  their  own.  Another  alliance  with  the  heiress  of  the 
Willoughbys  gave  them  the  manor  of  Great  Cotes,  in  l.incolnshire, 
which  continued  in  their  hands  for  many  hundred  years.  From 
the  same  stock  sprang  the  now  extinct  baronets  of  Ketton  and 
Brightwell. 


The  eldest  son  of  the  late  Nathaniel  Clarke  Barnardiston> 
Esq.,  D.L.,  of  The  Ryes,  and  his  wife,  Sophia,  daughter  of  the  late 
George  Robert  Eyres,  Esq.,  Colonel  Barnardiston  was  born  on 
April  24th,  1832,  and  educated  at  Harrow.  He  subsequently 
joined  the  27th  InniskfUing  Regiment  in  1851,  and  served  for  a 
time  in  India. 

As  Brigadier  General,  he  commanded  the  Harwich  Defences 
Volunteer  Brigade  from  1890- igoo,  and  at  the  present  time  holds 
the  rank  of  Colonel  therein. 

Colonel  Barnardiston  is  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  for 
Essex  and  Suffolk,  a  Deputy  Lieutenant  for  the  latter  County, 
which  is  also  under  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  him  for  his  able  work  as 
Chairman  of  the  West  Suffolk  Quarter  Sessions  for  no  less  than 
thirty  three  years.  He  also  held  the  like  office  in  connection  with 
the  West  Suffolk  County  Council  from  1889-1899. 

By  his  marriage  on  February  nth,  1858  with  the  Lady 
Florence,  fifth  daughter  of  William,  4th  Earl  of  Dartmouth, 
Colonel  Barnardiston  has,  with  other  issue,  a  son,  now  Colonel 
Nathaniel  Walter  Barnardiston,  M.V.O.,  and  a  General  Staff 
Officer  of  the  ist  Grade  at  the  War  Office. 

Colonel  N.  W.  Barnardiston,  who  also  resides  at  The  Ryes, 
has  had  a  distinguished  military  career.  He  passed  the  Staff 
College  in  1888,  ten  years  after  he  had  joined  the  77th  Regiment, 
and  from  1882-86,  held  the  rank  of  Adjutant  to  the  2nd  Battalion 
of  the  Middlesex  Regiment,  with  which,  as  second  in  command,  he 
saw  active  service  in  South  Africa  from  1901-2,  a  medal  with  four 
clasps  in  his  possession  connoting  valuable  service  rendered  at 
that  time. 

Among  other  important  positions  he  has  held  are  those  of  Staff 
Captain  of  the  Intelligence  Division  of  the  War  Office,  from  1898- 
1899,  Aide-de-Camp  to  Sir  E.  N.  Newdegate,  when  Governor  of 


Bermuda,  Military  Attache  to  the  Scandinavian  Courts  and  those 
of  Brussels  and  the  Hague,  and  Second  in  Command  of  the  Royal 
Military  College  at  Sandhurst. 

In  addition  to  the  Coronation  Medal,  Colonel  N.  W. 
Barnardiston  ranks  as  a  Commander  of  the  Orders  of  the  Sword, 
St.  Olaf,  Leopold,  the  Dannebrog  and  the  Osmanieh.  He  married 
in  1892  Sarah  Hall,  daughter  of  the  late  D.  R.  Floyd-Jones,  of 
Fort  Neck  House,  Long  Island,  U.S.A.,  sometime  Lieut.  Governor 
of  New  York,  and  has  a  daughter,  Joan. 

Colonel  Barnardiston,  the  elder,  is  the  chief  landowner  in 
Great  and  Little  Henny,  and  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  the  latter,  on 
which,  the  historian,  Wright,  comments  : — 

This  parish  is  truly  small ;  it  extends  from  Great 
Henny  to  the  river  Stour,  near  which  the  manor  house 
was  situated  ;  and  received  the  name  of  Rye  or  Ryes  Hall, 
from  the  old  word  Rye,  which,  according  to  Camden, 
means  the  banks  of  a  river. 

Among  numerous  early  owners.  Ryes  Hall  was  held  by 
Thomas  Eden,  Clerk  to  the  infamous  Star  Chamber  in  Elizabethan 
days,  and  passed  by  marriage  to  the  Littles  of  Halstead.  In 
course  of  time,  the  earlier  mansion  was  demolished,  and  a  roomy 
farmhouse  took  its  place,  which  in  its  turn  was  superseded  by  the 
present  mansion,  on  which  its  then  owner,  N.  Barnardiston,  Esq., 
bestowed  the  name  of  Ryes  Lodge.  Some  eighty  years  later,  the 
subject  of  this  article.  Colonel  Barnardiston,  effected  substantial 
alterations  and  improvements,  transforming  The  Ryes  into  the 
commodious  country  seat  it  is  today.  From  the  well-wooded  park 
and  carefully  tended  gardens  immediately  surrounding  it,  the 
mansion  reaps  the  full  advantage  of  a  picturesque  setting. 

Little  Henny  village  formerly  boasted  a  small  church,  of 
which  only  the  foundations  remain  at  the  present  time  ;  but  that 
of  St.  Mary,  in  Great   Henny  parish,  is  enriched  by  fine  stained 


windows,  memorials  of  members  of  the  Barnardiston  family,  and 
the  brass  eagle  lectern  was  the  gift  of  Colonel  and  Lady  Florence 
Barnardiston  on  the  occasion  of  the  recent  restoration  some  five  or 
six  years  ago. 

Colonel  Barnardiston  is  the  patron  of  two  livings  and  a 
member  of  the  Junior  United  Service  Club. 


iuooa  Rail. 

Cbarks  Beaaie,  €$q.,  I.P. 


vbRKESDEN  parish  on  the  north   west  confines  of  Essex,  in 
PI     common  with  Wood  Hall,  the  picturesque  seat  of  Charles 
Beadle,  Esq.,  has  many  claims  to  interest. 

A  collection  of  Paleolithic  implements  discovered  in  this 
vicinity  has  been  deposited  in  the  Saffron  Walden  Museum,  as 
well  as  some,  but  unfortunately  not  all,  the  bronze  weapons  found, 
the  most  notable  discoveries  being  those  of  a  mould  evidently 
employed  for  the  casting  of  socketed  celts,  together  with  masses  of 
metal. 

When  the  Saxon  era  came  to  an  end,  Arkesden  knew  many 
owners,  among  whom  Aleric  Wants  was  in  possession  of 
Archesdana.  After  the  Norman  Conquest,  the  Domesday  Survey 
shows  it  to  have  been  divided  between  Eudo  Dapifer,  Geoffrey  de 
Mandeville,  William  de  Warren,  Roger  de  Othurville  and  Robert 
Gernon. 

The  original  mansion,  Wood  Hall,  dates  from  this  time, 
when,  as  the  house  belonging  to  the  principal  manor  in  Arkesden, 
it  was  the  seat  of  Eudo  Dapifer,  from  whom  it  was  carried  by  the 


marriage  of  his  daughter  and  heiress,  Margaret,  to  William  de 
Mandeville.  This  earlier  house,  which  was  moated,  was  bestowed 
with  the  rest  of  Eudo's  honour  by  Henry  II.  on  his  Chamberlain, 
Henry,  son  of  Ceroid.  Later,  it  was  with  the  Bayeux,  until  Sir 
Richard  de  Bayeux  relinquished  all  rights  in  Arkesden  to  Sir 
William  Burton  in  1369. 

Nearly  a  hundred  years  later,  Thomas  Langley,  a  consider- 
able landowner  in  this  neighbourhood,  seems  to  have  been  in 
possession.  After  the  death  of  his  son  and  successor,  Henry,  in 
1488,  and  his  wife,  Katharine,  some  twenty  three  years  later,  their 
only  daughter  and  heiress,  Katharine,  brought  the  property  to  her 
husband,  John  Marshall,  and  through  the  marriages  of  their  two 
daughters,  Eleanor  to  Henry  Cutts,  the  son  of  Sir  John  Cutts,  of 
Horeham  Hall,  Thaxted,  and  Mary  to  John,  son  of  Richard  Cutts, 
it  passed  to  this  well-known  house. 

The  Cutts  appear  to  have  agreed  upon  a  partition  of  the 
various  estates  among  themselves,  and  rebuilt  Wood  Hall  about 
1652.  This  family  became  ennobled  in  1690,  when  John  Cutts  was 
raised  to  the  Peerage  as  Baron  Cutts  of  Gowram,  for  his  gallantry 
in  Ireland  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution.  Three  years  later  saw 
this  distinguished  soldier  Governor  of  the  Isle  of  Wight.  He  bore 
a  brave  share  in  the  opening  events  of  the  War  of  the  Spanish 
Succession  in  Anne's  reign,  was  in  command  at  the  siege  and 
storming  of  Venloo  and  particularly  distinguished  himself  at 
Blenheim.  Owing,  it  is  said,  to  not  paying  sufficient  deference  to 
the  great  Duke  of  Marlborough,  this  fine  soldier  was  practically 
banished  to  Ireland,  nominally  as  one  of  the  lord  Justices,  and  died 
shortly  afterwards,  without  issue. 

The  next  owner  of  the  property  was  Thomas  Maynard,  of 
Bury  St.  Edmunds,  from  whom  it  passed  to  Richard  Cheeke,  an 
apothecary  and  treasurer  of  Christ's  Hospital,  and  from  his  family, 
ultimately,  to  the  present  owner. 


Wood  Hall  lies  about  one  mile  to  the  south  east  of 
Arkesden.  Charmingly  situated  within  one  hundred  acres  of  well 
timbered  grounds,  the  house  commands  wide  and  extensive  views. 
A  portion  of  the  ancient  moat  now  does  duty  as  a  fish  pond,  which, 
fed  by  good  springs,  maintains  a  constant  supply  of  water.  A 
magnificently  carved  oak  mantelpiece  is  a  salient  feature  of  the 
interior  of  this  ancient  Hall. 

Born  at  Erith  in  1834,  Charles  Beadle,  Esq.,  of  Wood  Hall, 
is  the  son  of  Charles  Beadle,  Esq.,  formerly  of  Sutton-Hone,  in 
Kent,  which  County  the  present  owner  of  Wood  Hall  still 
serves  as  a  Magistrate,  although  of  late  years,  he  has  taken  up  his 
residence  in  Essex.  His  marriage  with  Ellen,  daughter  of  Charles 
Hide,  Esq.,  of  Broadwater,  in  Sussex,  took  place  in  1862. 

Mr.  Beadle  is  an  enthusiastic  yachtsman,  and  to  all  familiar 
with  the  important  question  of  River  Pollution,  his  name  is 
inseparably  connected  with  the  improvement  of  the  Lower  Thames, 
the  purification  from  sewage  of  that  fine  waterway  being  due  to 
Mr.  Beadle's  strenuous  efforts  in  securing  the  appointment  of  a 
Royal  Commission  to  enquire  into  prevailing  abuses. 

One  of  the  chief  landowners  in  Arkesden  and  patron  of  the 
living,  Mr.  Beadle  holds  the  manorial  rights  of  Woodhall,  Peverells 
and  Chardwell  in  this  parish. 

The  Church  contains  a  fine  tomb  belonging  to  the  Cutts 
family,  dated  1592,  and  the  cost  of  the  stone  bridge  over  the  brook 
hard  by  was  generously  defrayed  by  Mr.  Beadle  in  191 1. 

Mr.  Beadle's  town  residence  is  38,  Onslow  Square,  S.W. 


Che  Cowers* 

eamund  erncst  Betitall.  e$4.»  3.P* 


eRECTED  some  forty  years  ago,  The  Towers,  in    Heybridge 
parish,  in  Eastern  Essex,  is  a  commodious  modern  mansion, 
well   situated   within   its  own   grounds,   and  commanding 
pleasing  views  over  the  surrrounding  country. 

As  Tidwalditune,  Tidwolditune,  or  Tidwaldinton,  Heybridge 
figured  in  early  records  up  to  the  latter  part  of  the  thirteenth  century, 
being  one  of  the  thirteen  lordships  bestowed  on  the  Cathedral 
Church  of  St.  Paul  by  King  Athelstan  ;  and  in  olden  days,  its 
valuable  privilege  of  immunity  from  the  King's  Purveyors,  who 
were  powerless  to  seize  any  corn  within  its  bounds,  stood  its 
inhabitants  in  good  stead. 

Heybridge,  now  a  considerable  suburb  of  Maldon,  is  believed 
to  derive  its  present  name  from  a  corruption  of  High  Bridge,  an 
appellation  bestowed  upon  it  in  allusion  to  an  ancient  bridge  of 
five  arches.  The  parish  contains  a  good  Reading  Room,  entirely 
supported  by  E.  H.  Bentall  &  Co.,  engineers  and  agricultural 
implement  makers,  whose  extensive  works  are  situated  here. 


Born  in  1855,  E.  E.  Bentall,  Esq.,  is  the  son  of  the  late 
Edward  Hammond  Bentall,  Esq.,  M.P.,  of  Heybridge,  who  died  in 
1898.  Mr.  Bentall,  who  received  a  Continental  education,  married 
in  1885  Maude  Alice,  daughter  of  W.  Charles  Miller,  Esq.,  of  Liver- 
pool, and  has  issue,  three  sons  and  three  daughters. 

As  Chairman  of  the  Heybridge  Parish  Council  and  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  the  past  thirteen  years,  he  takes  an  active  part  in 
the  public  life  of  Essex.  He  is  Managing  Director  of  E.  H.  Bentall 
&  Co.,  a  former  Lieutenant  in  the  Army  Motor  Reserve  and  a 
member  of  the  County  Territorial  Force  Association. 

The  name  of  the  late  Mr.  E.  H.  Bentall  will  always  be 
associated  in  yachtsmen's  minds  with  the  success  of  his  celebrated 
yacht,  Jullinar,  constructed  in  1875,  within  his  own  works,  on  an 
entirely  new  principle,  involving  the  cutting  away  of  the  forefoot 
to  save  dead  weight,  and  which,  after  a  most  satisfactory  cruise  in 
the  Mediterranean,  was  refitted  at  Wivenhoe  as  a  racer,  and  carried 
oS  several  prizes. 

The  fact  that  the  leading  yacht  builders  at  the  present  time 
have  adopted  the  late  Mr.  Bentall's  then  startling  innovation,  is  the 
most  eloquent  testimony  of  its  value. 


Cftobp  priorp,  BrentiDOoa. 

Benrp  Prcscotf  eeorge  Blencoe.  esq.,  3.p. 


£ORD  of  the  Manor  of  Thoby,  Thoby  Fee  and  Chalvedon  Hall, 
Henry  Prescott  George  Blencoe,  Esq.,  of  Thoby  Priory,  in  the 
interesting  old  parish  of  Mountnessing,  some  three  miles  to 
the  north  east  of  Brentwood  in  South  Central  Essex,  comes  of  an 
ancient  and  distinguished  family,  an  early  ancestor  being  that 
Thomas  de  Blencoe,  son  of  Adam  de  Blencoe,  who  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Nicholas  Vipont,  Baron  of 
Westmorland  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  His  descendant,  Sir 
Henry  Blencoe,  twice  filled  the  role  of  High  Sheriff  for 
Cumberland: —  in  the  reign  of  James  I,  in  1608,  receiving  the 
honour  of  knighthood  from  his  Sovereign  nine  years  later,  and 
again  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I. 

A  later  member  of  the  same  family,  Christopher  Blencoe,  of 
Blencoe,  Judge  of  the  Courts  of  Records  of  the  Tower  Hamlets, 
was  one  of  the  most  noted  barristers  of  his  day,  and  on  his  death, 
unmarried,   in  1723,   was  succeeded    by  his  half  brother,   Henry 


Blencoe,  also  connected  with  the  legal  profession  as  a  Councillor 
at  Law,  whose  marriage  with  Mary,  only  surviving  daughter  and 
heiress  of  Alexander  Prescott,  of  Thoby  Priory,  brought  that 
ancient  property  into  his  family. 

To  him  succeeded  three  generations,  all  named  Henry 
Pr>escott  Blencoe.  His  grandson,  the  2nd  Henry  Prescott  Blencoe, 
who  died  in  1847,  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  the  present  article, 
disposed  of  the  old  Blencoe  property  in  1802  to  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk.  By  his  wife,  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Edward  Everard,  of 
Lynn,  in  Norfolk,  he  had  two  sons,  Henry  Prescott  Blencoe, 
the  3rd,  who  died  in  1861,  and  Everard,  who  married  Georgiana 
S.  M.,  daughter  of  the  late  Captain  Thomas  Henry  Doyle,  of  the 
75th  Regiment,  the  eldest  son  of  this  union  being  Henry  Prescott 
George  Blencoe,  Esq.,  the  present  owner  of  Thoby  Priory,  who 
succeeded  to  the  property  on  the  death  of  his  uncle  in  1861. 

Mr.  H.  P.  G.  Blencoe  has  served  Essex  as  a  Magistrate  for 
the  past  quarter  of  a  century,  and  has  rendered  military  service  in 
connection  with  the  3rd  Battalion  of  the  Border  Regiment,  in 
which  he  formerly  held  the  rank  of  Major. 

Born  on  October  17th  1858,  and  educated  at  Cheltenham 
and  Magdalene  College,  Cambridge,  Mr.  Blencoe  married  in  1908 
Hannah  Mary,  eldest  daughter  of  Joseph  Jowitt,  Esq.,  of  Bishop 
Thornton,  in  Yorkshire,  and  widow  of  Nicholas  Fabyan  Dawe, 
Esq. 

Thoby  Priory  dates  from  the  reign  of  Stephen,  during 
which  it  was  founded  by  Michael  Capra,  his  wife,  Roisia,  and 
their  son,  William,  for  Augustinian  Canons,  and  dedicated  to  SS. 
Mary  and  Leonard.  Among  the  witnesses  of  the  foundation 
charter  was  Robert  de  Mountenni,  a  member  of  the  ancient 
Mounteney  family,  subsequently  patrons  of  the  Priory,  and  from 
whom  the  parish,  Mountnessing,    takes  its  name,  the  derivation 


being  Mounteney's  tng,  i.e.  Mounteney's  meadow.  Munnassing 
was  another  variety  of  the  same  name,  and  in  the  reign  of  Edward 
III,  it  appears  under  the  guise  of  Guige  Mounteney. 

Thoby  Priory  is  said  to  have  derived  its  own  quaint  name 
from  Tobias,  its  first  prior,  and  after  the  Dissolution  of  the 
Monasteries  was  bestowed  by  Henry  VIII  on  Cardinal  Wolsey, 
reverting  again  to  the  Crown  on  the  disgrace  of  that  eminent 
cleric. 

Shortly  after  this,  in  1530,  Sir  Richard  Page  received  a 
grant  of  this  estate,  with  a  reversion  to  William  Berners.  Some 
time  later,  it  passed  to  the  Prescotts,  an  ancient  Lancashire  family 
and,  as  previously  mentioned,  came  by  marriage  from  that  family 
to  its  present  owners. 

Thoby  Priory,  which  is  pleasingly  situated  within  some 
six  hundred  acres  of  grounds,  suffered  partial  destruction  by  fire 
in  1893,  the  back  portion  being  entirely  rebuilt  the  following 
year  at  a  cost  of  £^,  000. 

The  Church  of  St.  Giles  in  Mountnessing  parish  formerly 
belonged  to  the  Priory.  This  interesting  edifice  of  brick  and  flint 
in  the  Early  English  style,  is  surrounded  by  an  exquisitely  kept 
churchyard,  wherein  roses  in  their  season  flourish  in  profusion. 
Extensively  restored  of  recent  years,  the  most  curious  feature  of 
the  interior  is  a  heavy  timber  structure,  dating  from  the  reign  of 
Henry  VII,  intended  to  support  the  wooden  tower  and  spire,  and 
now  held  together  by  iron  bands.  By  careful  selection  of  naturally 
jointed  timbers,  the  length  of  the  Church  has  suffered  little 
diminution.  The  single  bell  bears  the  inscription,  "  Sancte  Jacobe, 
ora  pro  nobis,"  and  within  the  tower  is  a  massive  oak  chest, 
evidently  dug  out  of  a  gigantic  tree,  believed  to  date  back  to  the 
13th  century.  Another  historic  treasure  is  the  fossilised  rib  of  a 
mammoth,  brought  to  light  in  the  parish  some  hundreds  of  years 
back,  and  which  formerly  occupied  a  prominent  place  by  the  font. 


Mr,  Blencoe,  who  is  one  of  the  chief  landowners  in 
Mountnessing,  is  a  member  of  the  Junior  Carlton  Club,  and  his 
town  residence  is  40  Montagu  Square,  W. 


Colne  park, 

3ol)n  James  Dumuilk  Bomrell,  esQ.,  3.p. 


30HN  JAMES  DUMVILLE  BOTTERELL,  ESQ.,  of  Colne 
Park,  is  among  the  chief  landowners  in  Colne  Engaine,  one 
of  the  four  parishes  in  Northern  Essex,  bearing  the  name  of 
the  river  which  waters  them,  together  with  a  distinctive 
appellation  : — Earl's  Colne,  White  Colne,  Wakes  Colne,  or  Colne 
Wakes,  and,  of  course,  Colne  Engaine. 

The  last,  which  occasionally  appears  as  Gains  Colne,  figures 
in  the  Domesday  Record  as  Little  Colne,  and  takes  its  more  usual 
name  from  its  ancient  lords,  the  old  Engaine  family. 

In  the  days  of  Edward  tiie  Confessor,  it  was  held  by  the 
great  Earl  Godwin,  and  ere  the  Domesday  Book  was  compiled, 
had  passed  to  Robert  Malet,  whose  father  accompanied  William 
the  Conqueror  to  England.  Early  in  the  thirteenth  century,  it 
was  owned  by  Vitalis  Engaine,  the  son  of  Richard  de  Engaine, 
lord  of  Rlatherwick  in  Northamptonshire,  and  his  wife,  Sarah, 
daughter  of  the  powerful  Alberic  de  Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford,  whose 
family  reigned  in  Earl's  Colne  practically  from  the  time  of  the 
Conquest  until  Elizabethan  days,  and  bestowed  their  title  upon 
it. 


Colne  Park,  Mr.  Botterell's  charming  seat,  dates  from  the 
latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  The  mansion  was 
considerably  enlarged  some  years  later,  by  Robert  Hills,  Esq., 
who  also  added  a  Greek  portico  and  balustraded  parapet  to  the 
exterior. 

Beyond  the  smooth,  spreading  lawns  and  well  tended 
gardens,  stretches  an  extensive  and  picturesque  park,  wherein  a 
tall,  Ionic  column  of  Portland  stone,  bears  the  following 
inscription  : — 

Michael  Roberto  Hills,  Arm.  Phillipus 
Hills,  observantae  ergo.  P.  1791. 

The  work   was  executed  by  that  famous  architect,  afterwards  Sir 
John  Soane. 

The  little  Church  of  St.  Andrew  in  this  parish  has  been 
greatly  restored,  but  still  contains  portions  of  Norman  date, 
together  with  a  charming  brick  tower  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
bearing  a  mullet,  the  badge  of  the  De  Veres. 

Mr.  Botterell  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  James  Botterell, 
Esq.,  of  Liskeard,  in  Cornwall,  and  was  born  in  1847.  By  his 
marriage  in  1870  with  Louisa  Amelia,  daughter  of  William  Webb, 
Esq.,  of  Clifton,  Bristol,  he  has,  with  other  issue,  a  son,  Percy 
Dumville  Botterell,  Esq.,  born  in  18S0,  an  old  Harrovian  and  a 
Bachelor  of  Trinity  College,  Oxford. 

This  gentleman  married  in  1905,  Mary,  daughter  of  the  late 
Isaac  Pearson,  Esq.,  of  Balgray,  Hampstead,  and  his  eldest  son 
and  heir  bears  his  grandfather's  names,  James  Dumville. 

Since  1907,  Mr.  Botterell  has  served  Essex  on  the  Com- 
mission of  the  Peace.  His  town  residence  is  24,  Palace  Court,  W., 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Junior  Athenaeum  and  City  Carlton 
Clubs. 


Braxted  Parle. 


Braxted  Park. 


Braxtea  park. 

Ulilliam  UlbptcKaa  Boulton,  €sq. 


DESCENDED  from  an  ancient  family  that  has  been  resident  in 
the   East  Riding  of  Yorkshire  since  the  year  1700,  and  in 
earlier   days   numbered    Oliver    Cromwell,    the    Protector, 
among  their  kinsmen,  William   Whytehead  Boulton,  Esq.,  is  the 
son  of  the  late   William  Whytehead  Boulton,  Esq.,  of  Highgate 
House,  Beverley,  where  he  was  born  in  January  1873. 

On  his  mother's  side,  Mr.  Boulton  is  related  to  the  ancient 
Gibson  family,  formerly  of  Ouernmore  Park,  in  Lancashire,  which 
seat  first  came  into  their  possession  at  the  time  of  the  Scottish 
Rebellion.  To  another  member  of  this  family  was  accorded  the 
honour  of  escorting  Napoleon  to  Elba  in  1814,  a  fact  that  links 
Mr.  Boulton  still  more  closely  with  Essex,  for  the  fallen  Emperor 
sailed  in  H.M.  frigate  the  CURACOA,  then  stationed  at  Naples, 
and  under  the  command  of  Captain,  subsequently  Admiral  John 


Tower,  an  ancestor  of  the  present  owner  of  Weald  Hall,  C.  C. 
Tower,  Esq.  A  jewelled  snuffbox,  the  gift  of  Napoleon,  has  long 
been  cherished  in  the  Gibson  family,  as  a  memento  of  that  eventful 
voyage,  which,  as  subsequent  events  proved,  did  little  to  promote 
the  peace  of  Europe. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Boulton  was  educated  privately,  and  has  since 
made  Banking  his  profession. 

His  marriage  on  April  23rd,  1903,  with  Rosalind  Mary,  only 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir  John  Davison  Milburn,  ist  Bt.,  of 
Guyzance,  Acklington,  connected  him  with  another  well-known 
North  Country  family,  Sir  John  filling  the  role  of  High  Sheriff  for 
Northumberland  in  1905,  two  years  before  his  death,  and  rendering 
further  service  to  his  County  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  VV.  VV.  Boulton,  three  sons  have  been  born, 
Edward  John,  Ralph  Milburn  Gibson,  and  William  Whytehead. 

Politically,  Mr.  Boulton's  sympathies  are  with  the  Unionist 
Party.  He  is  a  keen  sportsman,  and  especially  fond  of  hunting 
and  shooting. 

Braxted  Park,  Mr.  Boulton's  Essex  residence,  is  the  property 
of  C.  H.  C.  Du  Cane,  Esq.,  and  has  an  acreage  of  about  4500. 
The  mansion  stands  within  a  completely  walled  in  Park  of  about 
four  hundred  acres,  and  its  imposing  white  brick  pile  ranks  among 
the  most  important  residential  seats  in  the  County, 

Viewed  from  any  of  its  three  approaches,  from  either  the 
Witham  or  Kelvedon  side,  or  from  the  magnificent  avenue  of 
limes,  which  leads  to  the  main  entrance,  the  house  presents  a 
picturesque  appearance,  garlanded  with  climbing  roses  in  their 
season,  intermingled  with  creepers. 

Six  acres  of  surrounding  lawn  are  diversified  by  a  fine  tulip 
tree,  a  Chinese  pine  tree  of  great  age,  as  well  as  a  cork  tree,  a 


golden  yew  and  a  splendid  cedar,  not  far  from  an  ancient  sundial. 
Rhododendrons  in  their  season  make  a  handsome  show  of  bloom, 
and  another  interesting  feature  is  the  Fan  Garden,  whose  twenty 
seven  beds,  shaped  like  a  gigantic  fan,  form  a  beautiful  colour 
scheme  from  early  Spring  to  late  Autumn,  admirably  carried  out  in 
floral  sequence,  to  which  a  surrounding  yew  and  box  hedge  affords 
an  ideal  background. 

On  the  east  side  of  the  house,  a  Broad  Walk  is  flanked  by  a 
generously  filled  herbaceous  border,  a  galazy  of  colour  throughout 
the  greater  part  of  the  year.  And  the  East  Wall,  be  it  noted,  in 
passing,  is  devoted  to  peaches  and  nectarines  throughout  its 
length.  The  Rose  Garden  proper  lies  to  the  west  of  the  house, 
wherein  thirty  five  varieties  find  place,  a  veritable  paradise  of 
colour  in  the  warm  Summer  days.  On  the  North  side  is  a  Dwarf 
Rose  Garden,  with  cricket  ground  beyond. 

About  an  indescribably  beautiful  pergola,  the  Tausend 
Schon,  Mrs.  F.  W.  Flight,  Madame  Alfred  Carrier,  Climbing 
Gustave  Regis  and  charming  Carmine  Pillar  are  entwined,  among 
other  especially  beautiful  roses  being  La  France. 

The  Park  itself  is  well  timbered,  evergreen  oaks  being 
particularly  numerous,  whilst  a  bordering  belt  of  elms,  oaks,  beech 
and  poplars  forms  a  forest-like  background  to  the  Rose  Garden, 
and  a  fine  lake  of  considerable  extent  adds  materially  to  its 
beauty.  In  the  Park,  too,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  west  of 
the  lodge  is  the  interesting  little  Church  of  All  Saints,  approached 
by  a  yew  avenue  about  two  hundred  yards  long.  Most  of  its 
workmanship  probably  antedates  the  Conquest,  although  possibly 
it  is  due  to  the  Norman  period. 

Great  Braxted  belonged  to  Eudo  Dapifer,  the  close  friend 
and  personal  attendant  of  the  Conqueror,  at  the  time  of  the 
Domesday  Survey,  and  later  knew  many  owners,  among  them 
being  Sir   Henry   Maynard,  who   died   in    i6ip,  and  Sir  Robert 


Cotton,  Kt.,  from  whom  or  his  heiress  it  was  purchased  by 
Thomas  Uarcy,  of  St.  Clere's  Hall,  St.  Osyth,  whose  posthumous 
son,  Sir  Thomas  Darcy,  Bt.,  was  in  residence  at  Braxted. 

Members  of  a  family  widely  connected  with  Essex,  these 
Darcys  were  believed  to  be  a  branch  of  the  great  Northern 
baronial  house  of  D'Arcy,  and  frequently  adopted  the  latter 
spelling  of  their  name.  An  early  ancestor  was  Robert  Darcy,  a 
lawyer's  clerk  of  Maldon,  who  married  the  wealthy  widow  of  John 
Ingoe,  a  merchant  of  that  town,  his  eldest  son  being  Sir  Robert  of 
Danbury  and  Maldon,  an  ancestor  of  Sir  Thomas  Darcy,  Vice 
Chamberlain  to  Edward  VI.  and  Captain  of  the  Guard,  who  was 
created  Baron  Darcy  of  Chich  (St.  Osyth)  in  Essex,  in  1551,  and 
married  Lady  Elizabeth  de  Vere,  daughter  of  John,  Earl  of 
Oxford. 

His  son  and  successor,  John  2nd  Lord  Darcy,  made  an 
equally  important  marriage,  his  wife  being  Frances,  daughter  of 
Lord  Rich,  Lord  Chancellor  of  England  of  monasterian  fame. 

The  third  and  last  Lord  Darcy,  Thomas,  succeeded  his 
father  in  1580,  and  in  1621  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of 
Viscount  Colchester,  and  five  years  later  the  Earldom  of  Rivers 
was  conferred  upon  him. 

The  younger  son  of  the  lawyer's  clerk,  and  brother  of  Sir 
Robert  Darcy  of  Danbury  and  Maldon  was  John  Darcy  of 
Tolleshunt,  the  father  of  the  High  Sheriff  for  1512,  Anthony  Darcy, 
or  D'Arcy. 

The  first  Baronet,  Sir  Thomas  Darcy,  represented  Maldon  in 
five  Parliaments,  and  in  1693,  was  succeeded  by  Sir  George  Darcy, 
his  son,  on  whose  early  death  in  1698,  this  title  became  extinct. 

The  Braxted  Park  property  then  passed  to  his  three  sisters, 
who  disposed  of  it  to  Peter  Whetcomb,  from  whom  it  was  purchased 
by  an  ancestor  of  the  present  owner,  Peter  Du  Cane,  of  Great 
Coggeshall,  High  Sheriff  for  Essex  in  1745. 


By  the  historian,  Wright,  the  mansion  is  attributed  to  the 
Darcy  family,  which  would  make  it  of  seventeenth  century  date. 
But  after  it  had  passed  to  Peter  Du  Cane,  he  so  altered  and 
improved  the  existing  building  that  he  may  be  said  to  have 
practically  rebuilt  it.  Moreover,  the  use  of  white  brick  material 
would  favour  the  later  date.  An  earlier  house,  also  bearing  the 
name  of  Braxted  Lodge,  was  in  existence  at  the  time  of  Elizabeth, 
when  John  Norden,  writing  in  1594,  describes  it  as  being  occupied 
by  William  Ayloff,  whose  family  were  in  residence  for  about  one 
hundred  years,  from  1509-1610.  This  older  structure  is  said  to 
have  been  demolished  by  the  Darcys. 

The  ancestral  portraits  of  Mr.  Boulton's  family  are  an 
interesting  feature  of  the  interior  of  Braxted  Park,  many  of  them 
being  the  work  of  noted  Georgian  painters,  among  which  those  of 
John  Gibson,  of  Barfield  and  his  wife,  by  Dahl,  Charles  Gibson 
and  his  wife  by  Allan  Ramsay,  Robert  Boulton  and  one  of  Lord 
Hyndford  by  Sir  Godfrey  Kneller,  are  the  most  noteworthy 


Riveuhall  Place. 


Riuenhall  Place. 

Hudustus  inaunsell  Bradburst.  €$q. 


CHE  present  occupant  of  Rivenhall  Place  is  Augustus 
Maunsell  Bradhurst,  Esq.  Born  September  17th,  1865,  at 
Pinehurst — an  estate  near  the  City  of  New  York,  which  was 
granted  by  the  Crown  in  the  eighteenth  century  to  a  member  of  the 
family  in  recognition  of  military  services — the  only  son  of  the  late 
H.  M.  Bradhurst,  of  Pinehurst,  New  York,  Mr.  Bradhurst  received 
his  education  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  at  Christ  Church, 
Oxford,  and,  after  having  spent  some  years  in  Essex,  further 
strengthened  his  ties  with  the  County  by  his  marriage  on  June 
24th,  1893,  with  Minna  Evangeline,  only  daughter  of  Charles  Page 
Wood,  Esq.,  D.L.,  J. P.,  of  Wakes  Hall,  Wakes  Colne,  Essex, 
fourth  son  of  the  late  Rev.  Sir  John  Page  Wood,  Bt.,  and  an  elder 
brother  of  Field  Marshal  Sir  Evelyn  Wood,  V.C. 

Rivenhall  Place,  the  ancient  seat  of  the  Western  Baronets, 
ranks  among  the  most  famous  of  the  ancient  houses  of  Essex,  and 
is  situated  in  the  F^arish  of  the  same  name.  It  was  the  residence 
of  the  Westerns  from  about  1693  until  the  first  and  last  Baron 
Western  of  Rivenhall,  a  prominent  agriculturist  and  economic 
reformer,  removed  to  Felix  Hall,  Kelvedon,  and  was  then  occupied 


for  a  time  by  the  late  Rev.  Sir  John  Page  Wood,  Bt.,  and  after  his 
death  by  his  widow  and  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Steele.  The  tenancy  of 
that  family  lasted  some  forty  or  more  years,  and  at  its  conclusion 
the  place  was  left  untenanted  and  fell  into  decay,  until  its 
restoration  by  the  present  occupier  at  a  comparatively  recent 
date. 

The  present  mansion  is  of  Georgian  appearance,  having 
been  faced  with  plaster,  and  otherwise  altered,  at  the  end  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  when  the  old  mullioned  windows  were  all, 
save  one,  removed.  But  the  walls  date  from  early  Tudor  Times  ; 
and  a  brick,  now  concealed  by  the  plaster,  bears  the  date  of  Queen 
Mary's  reign.  The  interior  is  lofty  and  spacious — the  Dining 
Room  measuring  33  ft.  by  20 — and  there  are  several  rooms  panelled 
with  old  oak,  and  a  fine  oak  staircase  dating  from  Charles  II. 's 
time.  The  handsome  fire-backs  which  have  been  in  the  house  for 
over  three  centuries  are  an  interesting  feature.  It  is  pleasantly 
situated  on  elevated  ground  within  a  splendidly  timbered  park  of 
a  hundred  acres,  which  includes  four  Avenues  of  Elms,  and  which 
is  said  to  have  been  laid  out  and  planted  under  the  direction  of 
the  celebrated  Gilpin. 

The  Park  is  diversified  by  a  lake  of  some  nine  acres,  over 
which  a  stone  bridge  with  three  arches  provides  the  approach  to  the 
house  on  the  southern  side.  The  entrance  was  formerly,  according 
to  a  rare  old  print,  on  the  eastern  side,  by  great  iron  gates,  through 
a  Fore-court,  the  foundation  of  which  can  yet  be  traced.  A  small 
portion  of  the  Park,  near  the  house,  is  still  locally  known  as  "  The 
old  Fore-court." 

Rivenhall  Place  is  mentioned  in  the  "  Creevy  Papers," 
Creevy  having  stayed  there  as  a  guest.  Later  it  was  visited  by 
Landseer,  and,  in  earlier  times,  by  Sheridan,  Hogarth,  and 
Addison,  the  last  of  whom  wrote  for  the  "  Spectator  "  during  his 
visits  to  the  Place. 


The  Church  of  St.  Mary  and  All  Saints  contains  many 
memorials  of  the  Western  family,  and  in  the  Chancel  there  is  a 
magnificent  canopied  monument  to  the  memory  of  Sir  Thomas 
Wiseman  Kt.,  of  Rivenhall  and  his  wife,  whose  life  sized  effigies 
are  finely  carved  with  all  the  details  of  the  dress  of  their  period. 
In  the  East  window,  there  is  ancient  stained  glass  brought  from 
Normandy,  some  of  which  dates  from  the  eleventh  century. 

The  discovery  of  the  remains  of  a  Roman  Villa  near  the 
Churchyard  in  1846,  constitutes  an  antiquarian  interest.  Four 
hundred  yards  of  tessalated  pavement  and  two  Roman  marble 
baths,  one  of  which  is  now  in  the  garden  at  Rivenhall  Place,  came 
to  light.  The  site  is  only  two  miles  from  the  Roman  Colchester 
Road,  whence  the  Parish  of  Rivenhall  now  extends  for  some  seven 
miles,  with  a  scattered  population  of  over  six  hundred. 

This  Parish  was  the  birth  place  of  that  old  Essex  poet  of 
Tudor  days,  Thomas  Tusser,  the  author  of  A  Hundreth  Good  Potntes 
of  Good  Husbandrie,  which  he  subsequently  amplified  into  Five 
Hundred.     Tusser  thus  describes  the  scene  of  his  nativity  : — 

It  came  to  pass  that  born  I  was 

Of  lineage  good  and  gentle  blood. 
In  Essex  layer,  in  village  fair, 

That  Rivenhall  hight : 
Which  village  lied  by  Banktree  side, 

There  did  I  spend  my  infancy, 
That  then  my  name,  in  honest  fame, 

Remained  in  sight. 

The  ill  luck  which  dogged  the  poet's  footsteps  throughout  life, 
passed  into  a  local  proverb,  and  occasioned  the  following  epigram 
written  in  1641,  some  sixty  years  after  his  death  : — 

Tusser,  they  tell  me  when  thou  wert  alive. 

Thou,  teaching  thrift,  thyself  could  never  thrive  ; 

So  like  the  whetstone  many  men  are  wont 
To  sharpen  others  when  themselves  are  blunt. 


The  lands  of  Rivenhall — "Ravenhall,"  or  "Ruenhala" 
were  bestowed  upon  Eustace,  Count  of  Boulogne,  by  William  the 
Conqueror,  and  passed  to  the  former's  son-in-law.  King  Stephen, 
under  whom  they  were  held  by  one  Harold.  The  latter  monarch 
is  said  to  have  planted  the  venerable  oak  tree  on  the  estate,  which 
is  still  locally  known  as  "Stephen's  Oak." 

In  the  reign  of  King  John,  Rivenhall  appears  to  have  been 
a  stronghold  of  considerable  size,  and,  in  1210,  it  was  in  the 
possession  of  Ralph  de  Rofla,  whose  daughter  conveyed  it  by 
marriage  to  Robert  de  Scalarius.  From  them  descended  the  noble 
family  of  Scales  "which"  says  Burke  "resided  for  many 
generations  in  great  splendour  and  power  at  the  Castle  of 
Middleton,  near  Lynn,  co.  Norfolk."  Thomas  the  7th  Lord  Scales 
a  staunch  Lancastrian,  attained  high  military  renov\n  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  V.  and  Henry  VI.  He  was  succeeded  in  the  Barony, 
which  dated  from  1299,  by  his  daughter,  Elizabeth,  on  whose 
death  without  issue,  it  fell  into  abeyance.  Her  husband,  Anthony 
Woodville,  Earl  Rivers — brother  of  Edward  IV. 's  Consort — was 
summoned  to  Parliament,  jure  nxoris,  as  Lord  Scales,  but 
afterwards  beheaded  by  Richard  III.,  who  thus  acquired  the  lands 
of  Rivenhall. 

They  were  soon  afterwards  held  by  the  Gate  family,  of 
whom  Sir  John  was  a  Privy-Counc  illor  under  Henry  VIII.  and 
Edward  VI.,  and  in  the  latter  reign  also  Captain  of  the  Guard, 
Vice-Chamberlain  of  the  King's  Household,  and  Chancellor  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster.  He  was  executed  in  1553  for  advocating  the 
cause  of  Lady  Jane  Grey,  whereupon  Rivenhall  again  became  the 
property  of  the  Crown. 

Queen  Mary  during  her  brief  reign,  1553-58,  bestowed  the 
estate  upon  one  Susan  Tongue,  who  probably  built  the  present 
mansion,  since  a  brick  on  the  East  front  bears  the  date  of  that 
reign.  Some  foundations  and  old  stonework — used  as  stable 
pavement — dating  from  the  mediaeval  buildings  of  the  period  of 


the  Lords  Scales'  ownership,  were  discovered  in  1905.  An  old 
print  represents  Rivenliall  Place  as  a  Tudor  house,  with  gables, 
and  mullioned  windows,  of  which  one  now  only  remains,  having 
been  spared  during  the  Georgian  transformation  on  account  of  its 
inconspicuity  at  the  back  of  the  mansion. 

Susan  Tongue  was  succeeded  at  Rivenhall  by  Sir  Francis 
Englefield,  of  Englefield  co.  Berks,  Sheriff  of  Berks  and  Oxford 
under  Henry  VIII.  and  Edward  VI.,  and  an  officer  of  tlie  household 
of  Princess  Mary  during  those  reigns.  On  her  accession  Sir  Francis 
received  numerous  honours  and  various  grants  of  lands  forfeited  to 
the  Crown,  but  on  the  accession  of  Queen  Elizabeth  Sir  Francis 
had  to  flee  the  country.  He  was  indicted  for  High  Treason, 
outlawed  and  attainted  in  1586,  when  all  his  manors,  lands,  and 
vast  possessions  were  declared  forfeited  to  the  Queen.  The 
knight  however  had,  by  an  indenture,  settled  his  estates  on  his 
nephew,  with  power,  notwithstanding,  of  revoking  his  grant,  if  he 
should  deliver  or  tender  to  his  nephew  a  gold  ring.  From  this 
various  points  of  law  arose,  and  after  procrastinated  discussion,  a 
special  act  of  parliament  confirming  the  attainder  and  confiscation 
enacted  that  the  Queen,  by  tendering  a  ring  of  gold  to  the  nephew, 
could  seize  the  estates.  Elizabeth  accordingly  appointed  two 
gentlemen  to  tender  the  ring  on  her  behalf  to  Sir  Franci's  nephew, 
and  thus  Rivenhall  once  more  was  held  by  the  Crown. 

The  estate  was  next  owned  for  brief  periods  by  the  families 
of  White  and  Wiseman.  The  monument  to  Sir  Thomas  Wiseman, 
Knight  of  Rivenhall,  is  in  Rivenhall  Church,  and  Sir  William 
Wiseman,  who  was  created  a  Baronet  in  1660,  died  in  1692, 
leaving  a  daughter,  who  married  first  John  Honywood,  of  Marks 
Hall,  Essex,  and  secondly  Sir  Isaac  Rebow,  Kt.,  of  Colchester. 
The  following  year  this  lady  and  her  mother,  Lady  Wiseman 
(daughter  of  Sir  Lewis  Mansel,  Bt.,  of  Margam),  sold  the  Estate  to 
Thomas  Western,  an  Alderman  of  London,  from  whom  the  present 
owner  is  descended. 


Later  on,  the  Westerns  acquired  Felix  Hall,  which  they 
made  their  principal  seat,  while  younger  sons  who  held  the 
Rivenhall  living,  resided  at  Rivenhall  Place.  It  was  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Walsingham  Western  who  enlarged  the  Lake,  built  the 
bridge  which  spans  it,  beautified  the  Park,  and  transformed  the 
old  Tudor  house  with  a  Georgian  exterior.  He  was  the  great- 
uncle  of  Lord  Western,  and  uncle  of  the  Rev.  Shirley  Western, 
Rector  of  Rivenhall. 

Later,  Rivenhall  Place  was  occupied  by  the  Rev.  Sir  John 
Page  Wood,  Bt.,  while  Lord  Western — who  had  been  raised  to  the 
Peerage  as  Baron  Western,  of  Rivenhall,  in  1H33, — made  Felix 
Hall  his  chief  residence.  His  lordship  died  unmarried,  in  1844 
bequeathing  his  estates  to  his  cousin,  Thomas  Burch  Western,  of 
Tattingstone,  Suffolk,  who  was  created  a  Baronet  in  1864,  and 
whose  grandson.  Sir  Thomas  Charles  Callis  Western,  Bt,  is  the 
present  owner  of  Rivenhall. 


Jiuaiep  €na. 

OWNED  BY 

Cbe  Riabt  Bon.  Cfte  Baron  Brapbrooke  D.£.,  3.P..  m,H. 


BENRY  NEVILLE,  7th  Lord  Braybrooke,  of  Braybrooke,  in 
Northamptonshire,  is  descended  from  Edward  Neville,  of 
Aldington  Park,  in  Kent,  the  second  son  of  George,  2nd 
Earl  of  Abergavenny,  and  the  father  of  Edward,  5th  Earl  of  that 
name  and  of  Sir  Henry  Neville,  of  Billingbere,  in  Berkshire,  whose 
son  and  namesake  was  a  noted  diplomatist  in  the  reigns  of 
Elizabeth  and  James  L 

His  descendant,  Richard  Neville,  of  Billingbere,  had  a  son, 
Henry,  who  took  the  name  of  Grey,  in  lieu  of  his  own  patronymic, 
and  married  his  cousin,  Elizabeth,  sister  and  co-heir  of  Edward, 
3rd  and  last  Lord  Griffin.  After  th"e  death  of  her  first  husband, 
the  last  mentioned  lady  became  the  wife  of  John,  Earl  of 
Portsmouth. 

Two  daughters  of  Richard  Neville  made  noteworthy 
alliances  ;  Catherine,  who  died  in  1762,  married  Richard  Aldworth, 
of  Stanlake,  and  by  him  was  the  mother  of  that  Richard,  who  took 
the  name  of  Neville,   after  the  death  of  Lady  Portsmoutli,  and 


grandmother  of  Richard,  2nd  Lord  Braybrooke,  from  whom  the 
present  holder  of  the  title  is  directly  descended. 

Richard  Neville's  other  daughter,  Anne,  by  her  husband, 
Richard  Rainsford,  eldest  son  of  Lord  Chief  Justice,  Sir  Richard 
Rainsford,  was  the  mother  of  Anne,  the  wife  of  James,  2nd  Lord 
Griffin. 

On  the  death  of  the  only  son  of  this  union,  Edward,  3rd 
Lord  Griffin,  without  issue,  in  1742,  the  property  devolved  on  his 
two  sisters,  Elizabeth,  subsequently  Countess  of  Portsmouth,  as 
previously  stated,  and  Anne,  who  on  the  death  of  her  sister 
without  issue,  in  1762,  became  sole  heiress  of  the  Lords  Griffin. 

Her  eldest  son,  by  her  marriage  in  1717  with  William 
Whitwell,  of  Oundle,  John  Griffin  Whitwell,  was  created  ist 
Baron  Braybrooke  in  1788,  having  been  summoned  to  Parliament 
as  4th  Baron  Howard  de  Walden  four  years  previously,  as  the 
great  grandson  and  sole  heir  of  Lady  Essex  Howard,  only  child  of 
James,  3rd  Lord  Howard  de  Walden,  and  wife  of  the  ist  Lord 
Griffin. 

Dying  without  issue  in  1797,  the  Barony  of  Howard  de 
Walden  fell  into  abeyance,  but  that  of  Braybrooke  passed  to  his 
kinsman,  Richard  Aldworth  Neville,  who  thereupon  assumed  the 
name  of  Griffin. 

Among  many  other  important  public  positions  filled  by  the 
2nd  Lord  Braybrooke  were  tliose  of  Provost  Marshal  of  Jamaica, 
Recorder  of  Saffron  Walden,  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Vice  Admiral  of 
Essex  and  Hereditary  Visitor  of  Magdalene  College,  (an  office  still 
held  by  the  present  Baron,)  and  High  Steward  of  Wokingham. 
The  second  peer  married  in  1780,  Catherine,  youngest  daughter  of 
the  Right  Hon.  George  Grenville,  and  sister  of  George,  ist 
Marquess  of  Buckingham,  his  eldest  son  and  heir  being  Ricliard, 
3rd  Lord  Braybrooke,  also  High  Steward  of  Wokingham. 


As  the  author  of  a  rare  and  valuable  History  of  Audley  End, 
to  which  are  appended  notices  of  the  Town  and  parish  of  Saffron 
Walden,  published  in  1836,  the  last  mentioned  nobleman  has 
produced  an  able  work  dealing  exhaustively  with  a  most 
entrancing  subject.  His  marriage  with  Jane,  daughter  of  Charles 
2nd  Marquess  Cornwallis,  took  place  in  1819,  and  gave  him,  with 
other  issue,  Richard  Cornwallis  Neville,  4th  Baron  Braybrooke, 
who  was  succeeded  in  1861  by  his  brother,  Charles  Cornwallis 
as  5th  Baron,  a  Magistrate  and  Deputy  Lieutenant  for  Essex  and 
High  Steward  of  Wokingham.  Dying  in  1902,  without  male  issue, 
the  title  again  passed  to  his  youngest  surviving  brother,  the  late 
Rev.  Latimer  Neville,  6th  Lord  Braybrooke,  sometime  Rector  of 
Heydon  with  Little  Chishall,  Honorary  Canon  of  St.  Albans  and 
Master  of  Magdalene  College,  Cambridge.  His  marriage  on  June 
2nd,  1853,  ^vith  Lucy  Frances  Le  Marchant,  daughter  of  the  late 
John  Le  Marchant  Thomas  Le  Marchant,  of  La  Haye  du  Puits, 
Guernsey  and  New  Lodge,  Isle  of  Wight,  made  him  the  father  of 
two  sons,  of  whom  the  elder  is  the  present  holder  of  the  title,  and 
the  younger,  the  Rev.  Hon.  Grey  Neville,  Vicar  of  Waltham  St. 
Lawrence,  Twyford,  the  heir  presumptive. 

Born  on  July  iith,  1855,  Henry  Neville,  7th  Baron  Bray- 
brooke, was  educated  at  Eton  and  Magdalene  College,  Cambridge, 
and  graduated  M.A.  in  1880. 

His  marriage  with  Emilie  Pauline,  youngest  daughter  of 
the  late  Antoine  Gonin,  of  the  Chateau  de  Condemine,  Ma^on, 
took  place  on  November  3rd,  1898.  He  succeeded  his  father  on 
January  12th,  1904,  and  eight  years  later  sustained  the  severe  loss 
of  his  wife.  Lady  Braybrooke. 

His  lordship's  residence  is  Heydon  Rectory,  near  Royston, 
in  Hertfordshire,  in  which  parish  he  also  owns  Heydon  House, 
whilst,  in  addition  to  his  Berkshire  seat  at  Billingbear,  he  is  the 
owner  of  the  most  celebrated  mansion  that  Essex  possesses,  Audley 


End,  about  a  mile  to  the  west  of  Saffron  Walden.  in  the  north 
western  portion  of  the  County. 

The  mansion  occupies  the  site  of  the  old  Benedictine  Abbey 
of  Walden,  which  passed  to  Lord  Chancellor  Audley  on  its 
suppression  in  1538,  and  was  erected  by  his  j^randson,  Thomas 
Howard,  ist  Earl  of  Suffolk,  early  in  the  seventeenth  century. 
Two  huge  quadrangles  were  involved  in  the  original  plan,  behind 
which  was  a  smaller  court,  and  of  this,  the  remaining  three  sides 
constitute  the  present  mansion. 

Audley  End,  which  is  said  to  have  cost  its  builder  the 
enormous  sum  of  ;^igo,ooo,  was  designed  by  John  Thorpe,  and  in 
1664  merited  Evelyn's  enconium  as  "one  of  the  stateliest  palaces 
of  the  kingdom  a  mixt  fabric  twixt  antique  and  modern." 

James,  3rd  Earl  of  Suffolk,  disposed  of  it  to  Charles  II.,  in 
whose  time  it  was  the  scene  of  many  a  royal  Court,  but  the 
purchase  price  was  never  fully  defrayed.  In  1701,  it  returned  to 
its  former  owners,  the  Earls  of  Suffolk,  in  a  partly  ruinous  state, 
owing  to  the  huge  expense  of  its  upkeep,  and  in  1721  three  sides 
of  the  chief  court  were  demolished  under  the  direction  of  Sir  John 
Vambrugh.  Later,  in  1747,  it  was  acquired  by  the  Countess  of 
Portsmouth  for  ;f  10,000,  a  mere  fraction  of  its  original  value,  and 
vv^ith  the  rest  of  her  Saffron  Walden  property,  passed  to  her  nephew 
John  Griffin  Whitwell,  ist  Lord  Braybrooke,  who  expended 
upwards  of  ^100,000  in  making  it  habitable  and  putting  the 
beautiful  grounds  in  order. 

Rich  in  family  portraits  by  noted  artists,  with  two  libraries, 
containing  considerably  more  than  ten  thousand  volumes,  and  a 
salon,  6oft.  long  and  27ft.  wide,  Audley  End  is  a  beautiful 
example  of  the  Tudor  Gothic  and  Classic  styles  of  Architecture. 
To  adequately  describe  the  magnificent  oak  panelled  hall, 
decorated  with  heraldic  banners  and  much  armour,  and  adorned 
with  a  finely  carved  fireplace  and  exquisite  Italian  screen,  as  well 


as  the  imposing  suite  of  Reception  Rooms  on  the  second  floor, 
would  far  exceed  the  space  of  the  present  article. 

The  stables  on  the  north  west  of  the  mansion,  represent  the 
conventual  Guest  House,  and  are,  indeed,  the  only  part  of  the  old 
Abbey  buildings  remaining. 

The  seventeen  acres  of  exquisitely  turfed  lawn  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  house,  justly  enjoys  the  reputation  of 
being  one  of  the  best  that  England  can  show.  Beyond  the  well 
tended  gardens  stretches  the  finely  timbered  park,  its  beauty 
considerably  enhanced  by  a  good  sheet  of  water. 

Lord  Braybrooke  is  the  patron  of  four  livings,  and  a 
member  of  the  Wellington  and  Travellers'  Clubs. 


Spains  Hall :  The  South  Side. 


Spains  i)aiL 

flrcblbald  Ulepland  RuaalcsBrlse,  esq.,  DX,  l.p. 

CHROUGH  his  ancestors,  Archibald  VVeyland  Ruggles-Brise, 
Esq.,  of  Spains  Hall  and  Durwards  Hall  in  Essex,  claims  a 

long  connection  with  Suffolk,  prior  to  the  acquisition  of 
Spains  Hall  by  Samuel  Ruggles  in  1760. 

Among  the  most  celebrated  members  of  the  old  Ruggles, 
Roggyll  or  Ruggle  family,  was  George  Ruggles,  (the  son  of 
Thomas  Ruggles  of  Lavenham),  the  author  of  Ignoramus,  a 
comedy,  intended  as  a  satire  on  the  common  lawyer  of  his  day, 
particularly  pointed  at  one  Brakin,  Recorder  of  Cambridge. 
Written  in  Latin,  and  said  to  have  taken  six  hours  to  perform,  the 
work  received  the  hearty  approval  of  James  I.,  who  witnessed  a 
performance  at  Cambridge  in  March  of  1614,  and  two  months 
later  returned,  to  see  it  again.  Although  the  author  left  specific 
instructions  in  his  will  for  all  his  papers  to  be  burnt,  and  the 
manuscript  had  never  been  printed,  nor  had  he  left  a  copy  amongst 
his  effects,  inher  hands  had  remedied  this  omission.  The  play  has 
seen  many  editions  since  his  death  in  1622,  and  has  been  a 
particular  favourite  with  the  Westminster  Scholars. 

In  1736,  Thomas  Ruggles,  of  Becking,  in  Essex,  married 
Ann,  daughter  of  Joshua  Brise,  of  Cavendish,  in  Suffolk,  the 
representation  of  the  latter  family  ultimately  devolving  on  their 
descendants.  Samuel  Ruggles,  the  purchaser  of  Spains  Hall,  was 
brother  of  Thomas  previously  mentioned,  and  left  Spains   Hall 


estate  to  his  nephew,  also  Thomas,  who  seems  to  have  inherited 
the  literary  talent  of  his  kinsman,  George.  Called  to  the  Bar  at 
Lincoln's  Inn,  Thomas  Ruggles  made  a  name  as  a  writer  on  poor 
law,  the  best  known  of  his  works  being  The  History  of  the  Poor  and 
The  Barrister. 

Dying  in  1813,  he  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son,  John, 
also  a  barrister,  who  assumed  the  additional  name  of  Brise  by 
Royal  Licence  in  1827,  on  succeeding  to  the  Suffolk  property.  His 
only  son  and  successor,  the  father  of  the  present  owner  of  Spains 
Hall,  Sir  Samuel  Ruggles-Brise,  K.C.B.,  formerly  of  the  ist 
Dragoon  Guards,  sat  for  East  Essex  at  Westminster  from  1868-84, 
and  in  addition  to  serving  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  and  as 
a  Deputy  Lieutenant,  ranked  as  Colonel  commanding  the  West 
Essex  Militia.  His  marriage  on  May  4tli,  1847,  with  Marianne 
Weyland,  youngest  daughter  of  the  late  Sir  Edward  Bowyer  Smijth, 
loth  Bt.,  of  Hill  Hall,  Essex,  further  strengthened  his  ties  with 
this  County,  for  Lady  Ruggles-Brise,  who  died  in  1900,  (the  year 
after  Sir  Samuel),  came  of  a  family  long  connected  and  prominently 
associated  with  Essex,  who  are  said  to  derive  from  Sir  Roger  de 
Clarendon,  a  son  of  the  Black  Prince. 

The  present  owner  of  Spains  Hall,  Archibald  W.  Ruggles- 
Brise,  Esq.,  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  Sir  Samuel  and  Lady 
Ruggles-Brise,  was  born  on  April  2nd,  1853,  at  Blacklands, 
Cavendish,  in  Suffolk.  Educated  at  Eton  and  Trinity  College, 
Cambridge,  like  other  members  of  his  family  he  chose  the  legal 
profession,  and  was  called  to  the  Bar  of  the  Inner  Temple  in  1877. 

The  previous  year,  on  September  26th,  1876,  Mr.  Ruggles- 
Brise,  married  Mabel,  daughter  of  the  late  Octavius  E.  Coope, 
Esq.,  M.P.  of  Rochetts,  Essex,  and  has,  with  other  issue,  a  son, 
Edward  Archibald,  born  in  1882. 

For  good  work,  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  a  Deputy 
Lieutenant    and    a    County    Councillor,    Essex    is    indebted    to 


Archibald  Ruggles-Rrise,  Esq.  Both  the  Maldon  Division  of  the 
Conservative  and  Unionist  Association  and  The  Licensing 
Insurance  Co.,  have  profited  by  his  able  services  as  Chairman, 
and  his  love  of  Sport  is  best  demonstrated  by  the  fact  that  he  has 
filled  the  office  of  iMaster  of  the  East  Essex  Foxhounds  three 
times. 

Mr.  Ruggles-Brise's  connection  with  the  Suffolk  Yeomanry 
extends  over  nearly  forty  years.  From  1875-91,  he  held  the  rank 
of  Lieutenant,  since  which  time  he  has  been  an  Honorary 
Captain. 

"Spains  Hall  took  its  name  from  Hervey  de  Ispania,  or 
Spain,  who  held  it  under  Count  Alan  at  the  time  of  the  General 
Survey." 

The  second  son  of  Eudo,  Earl  of  Bretagne,  Count  Alan 
Fergent,  who  was  among  the  Norman  followers  of  Duke  William 
when  he  first  set  foot  on  English  soil  in  1066,  held  the  Spains  Hall 
estate  with  the  Earldom  of  Richmond,  in  Yorkshire,  together  with 
several  other  lordships.  Until  the  earlier  part  of  the  fourteenth 
century,  the  Spains  appear  to  have  continued  in  residence  here, 
.after  which  the  property  passed  to  the  Kemps,  whose  connection 
with  this  estate  only  ceased  in  1727,  when  Mary  Kemp  carried  it 
in  marriage  to  her  husband.  Sir  Swinnerton  Dyer,  Bt.  After  his 
death  in  1735,  it  passed  to  his  brothers,  Sir  John  and  Sir  Thomas 
respectively.  From  the  latter,  it  was  purchased  in  1760  by  Samuel 
Ruggles,  Esq.,  since  which  time  the  property  has  remained  with 
his  descendants. 

Built  on  the  site  of  an  older  house,  Spains  Hall  is  a  fine  old 
red  brick  Elizabethan  mansion,  with  imposing  cliimneys  and 
picturesque  gables,  standing  in  a  park  of  about  one  hundred  acres. 
To  the  fact  that  it  has  never  been  left  untenanted  since  its  erection 
in  Tudor  days,  its  beautiful  state  of  preservation  must  be 
attributed.  The  northern  side,  which  is  the  oldest  part  of  the 
mansion,   contains   a   Tudor   widow,   another   feature   being  the 


covered  way  over  the  erstwhile  moat.  Owing  to  a  fire  some  two 
hundred  years  ago,  a  portion  of  the  southern  front,  including  the 
Dining  Room,  has  been  rebuilt  since  that  time.  The  beautiful, 
lofty  Hall  is  lighted  by  a  splendid  bay  window,  extending  nearly 
the  whole  of  its  length. 

Singularly  happy  in  its  surroundings,  Spains  Hall  derives 
an  additional  charm  from  the  picturesque  perfection  of  its  gardens. 
The  Rose  Garden  ranks  as  one  of  the  best  in  Essex.  A  graceful 
Pergola,  the  embodiment  of  artistic  symmetry  is  an  object  lesson 
on  the  way  creepers  should  be  trained  ;  and  the  wide,  herbaceous 
borders  present  a  flower-filled  expanse,  ablaze  with  colour  in  the 
summer  sunshine.  Smooth  stretches  of  lawn,  broken  by  orna- 
mental beds,  lead  to  the  cool  waters  of  a  lake,  whilst  an  old  South 
Wall,  ideal  from  the  flower  lover's  point  of  view,  and  a  quaintly 
turretted  building,  called  The  Garden  House,  set  about  with 
flowers,  contrast  pleasantly  with  a  finely  timbered  background, 
including  stately  spreading  cedars. 

The  sites  of  seven  fisliponds,  within  the  grounds,  recall  one 
of  its  former  owners,  of  the  Kemp  family,  William  by  name,  who 
died  in  1628.  Remorse  for  some  uncontrolled  expressions  of 
opinion  with  regard  to  his  wife,  led  him  to  submit  to  a  self- 
imposed  penance  of  seven  years'  silence  : — and  he  dug  a  fish  pond 
for  every  year  of  it.  An  interesting  account  of  these  and  fish 
cultivation  at  Spains  Hall  has  been  given  to  the  world  by  that 
noted  Agriculturist,  Arthur  Young,  an  intimate  friend  of  past 
generations  of  the  family. 

The  Church  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  in  Finchingfield  parish 
contains  many  memorials  of  bygone  owners  of  Spains  Hall,  as 
well  as  a  brass,  placed  by  his  brother  officers  to  Captain  Cecil 
Edward  Ruggles-Brise,  (the  brother  of  Mr.  Ruggles-Brise)  who 
was  killed  in  Nova  Scotia  in  1888. 

Mr.  Ruggles-Brise  is  Lord  of  the  Manor  and  the  Carlton 
Club  numbers  this  gentleman  amongst  its  members. 


Brent  f>M,  FincDinafleia* 


BORN  on  September,  gth,  1882,  Edward  Archibald  Ruggles- 
Brise,  Esq.,  of  Brent  Hall,  Finchingfield,  is  the  eldest  son  of 
Archibald   W.   Ruggles-Brise,    Esq.,   of    Spains    Hall    and 
Durwards  Hall,  Essex,  and  his  wife,  Mabel,  daughter  of  the  late 
Octavius  Edward  Coope,  Esq.,  M.P.,  of  Rochetts,  Essex. 

Educated,  like  his  father,  at  Eton  and  Trinity  College, 
Cambridge,  Mr.  E.  A.  Ruggles-Brise  is  a  Captain  in  the  Essex 
Yeomanry,  and  ranked  formerly  as  a  Lieutenant  in  the  4th  (Eton 
College),  Vol.  Batt.  of  the  Oxfordshire  Light  Infantry. 

He  is  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Thomas  Bradridge  &  Co., 
Agricultural  Merchants,  a  member  of  the  Land  Agents'  Society 
and  a  co-opted  member  on  the  Small  Holdings  Committee  of  the 
Essex  County  Council. 


By  his  marriage  in  1906  with  Agatha,  eldest  daughter  of 
John  Henry  Gurney,  Esq.,  of  Keswick  Hall,  Norfolk,  he  has,  with 
other  issue,  a  son,  John  Archibald,  born  in  igo8. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Ruggles-Brise  is  a  Conservative  in  Politics  and 
since  1904  has  served  Essex  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace.  His 
chief  recreations  are  Hunting  and  Shooting,  and  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Bachelors'  Club. 


JIuberies,  Rear  Sudburp,  Suffolk^ 

Ckut.  Colonel  Ulalter  St.  eeorgc  Burke,  3P* 


BORN  in  1842,  Lieut.  Colonel  Burke  is  the  third  son  of  the  late 
James  St.  George  Burke,  Esq.,  O.C.  of  Auberies,  by  his 
marriage  with  Anne  Eliza,  daughter  of  the  late  John  Grubbe, 
Esq.,  D.L.,  J. P.,  of  Horsenden  House,  in  Buckinghamshire,  and 
thus  a  member  of  an  ancient  and  distinguished  Irish  family,  long 
seated  at  Clondagoff  Castle,  in  Galway,  to  which  Sir  John  Bernard 
Burke,  author  of  the  valuable  Peerage  and  other  genealogical 
works  bearing  his  name,  and  John  French  Burke,  author  of  "The 
Domestic  Manners  and  Institutions  of  the  Romans  "  also  belong. 

Educated  privately  in  England  and  in  Paris  and  Bonn, 
Colonel  Burke,  formerly  of  the  Royal  Engineers,  received  his  Army 
training  at  the  Royal  Military  Academy,  Woolwich.  He  succeeded 
his  brother,  the  late  Lieut.  Colonel  Hubert  Plunkett  Burke,  of  the 
8th  Hussars,  at  Auberies,  in  i88r,  having  married  four  years 
previously  Mary  Anne  Amy  Macrae,  daughter  of  George  Ferguson 
Cockburne,  Esq.,  of  the  Honourable  East  India  Company's  Service, 
and  has  issue  six  sons  and  four  daughters.  The  eldest  son  and  heir, 
Redmond  St.  George  Burke,  Esq.,  of  the  Indian  Forest  Service, 


born  in  1879,  married  in  1906  Aileen  Marion,  daughter  of  the  late 
John  Mervyn  Wrench,  Esq.,  and  has,  with  other  issue,  Harry 
St.  George  Burke,  born  in  1909. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Bulmer,  on  the  Suffolk  borders  of 
Essex,  Colonel  Burke  is  well  known.  He  serves  both  Suffolk  and 
Essex  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace,  and  his  able  work  as 
Chairman  of  the  Bulmer  Parish  Council  from  the  time  of  its 
formation  in  1894,  as  well  as  in  connection  with  the  like  office  for 
the  Belchamp  Rural  District  Council,  and  for  the  Conservative 
and  Unionist  Association  for  the  Parliamentary  Division  of 
Sudbury,  is  held  in  grateful  recognition. 

Colonel  Burke  is  one  of  the  chief  landowners  in  Bulmer 
parish,  and  his  seat,  Auberies,  ranks  among  the  most  charming 
country  residences  in  this  neighbourhood.  The  house  is  well 
situated  within  a  finely  timbered  park  of  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  and  commands  wide  views  over  the  surrounding 
country. 

The  Conservative  Club  numbers  Colonel  Burke  amongst 
its  members. 


St.  Cconard's  Rouse,  Dazing. 

Ralpl)  Frederic  Burp,  esq..  D.£..  3.P..  B.JI. 


PRICKED  for  the  Shrievalty  of  Essex  in  1910,  Ralph  Frederic 
Bury,  Esq.,  of  St.  Leonard's  House,  Nazing,  is  the  great- 
grandson  of  James  Bury,  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  only  child 
of  H.  Mason.  The  eldest  son  of  this  union,  James  Frederic  Bury, 
Esq.,  of  St.  Leonard's,  married  in  1830,  Augusta,  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Charles  Edridge,  D.D.,  Rector  of  Shipdham  in  Norfolk,  and 
sometime  Chaplain  in  Ordinary  to  King  George  IV.  His  only  son 
and  heir,  the  late  Charles  James  Bury,  Esq.,  of  St.  Leonard's,  who 
died  in  1897,  had  the  public  interests  of  Essex  sincerely  at  heart, 
much  of  his  time  being  devoted  to  his  civic  duties  as  a  County 
Councillor  and  a  Magistrate  and  Deputy  Lieutenant.  His 
marriage  with  Anna  Loftus,  daughter  of  the  late  Nicholas  Loftus 
Tottenham,  Esq.,  of  Glenfarne  Hall,  in  Leitrim,  left  him  one 
surviving  son,  the  present  owner  of  St.  Leonard's,  Ralph  Frederic 
Bury,  Esq. 

Mr.  Bury  graduated  as  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  at  Trinity  College, 
Cambridge,  in  his  22nd  year,  and  in  1901  was  called  to  the  Bar  at 
Lincoln's  Inn.     He  is  one  of  the  chief  landowners  in  Nazing  parish, 


and  as  mindful  of  his  public  obligations  as  was  his  father  before 
him.  The  County  profits  by  his  legal  experience  in  his  magisterial 
service,  and  he  is  numbered  among  the  Essex  Deputy  Lieutenants. 

He  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  military  matters,  and  had 
his  Company  in  the  ist  Volunteer  Battalion  of  the  Bedfordshire 
Regiment,  after  which  he  ranked  as  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Army 
Motor  Reserve. 

Most  country  sports  and  pastimes  appeal  to  Mr.  Bury, 
particularly  Shooting  and  Hunting,  for  both  of  which  he  finds 
ample  opportunity  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  Essex  home.  He 
is  also  a  keen  motorist. 

Pleasingly  situated  within  some  forty  three  acres  of  park- 
like grounds  and  well  cultivated  gardens,  St.  Leonard's  lies  within 
Nazing  parish  on  the  Hertfordshire  borders  of  Essex,  and  enjoys 
the  charming  variety  of  pastoral  scenery  common  to  this  part  of 
the  County,  which,  to  those  familiar  with  the  district,  is  not  easily 
forgotten.  Only  six  miles  to  the  south  east  stands  Epping,  which 
accounts  for  the  well  wooded  character  of  the  country,  and  like 
the  rest  of  Essex,  its  growth  of  wild  flowers  is  unusually  varied 
and  luxuriant. 

Nazing,  the  Nasinga  of  the  Domesday  Record,  was  bestowed 
on  Walthani  Abbey  by  Harold  II.  The  "  Upper  Town "  still 
retains  the  ancient  custom  of  Borough  English,  by  which  heirship 
to  property  devolves  on  the  youngest,  in  lieu  of  the  eldest  son. 
The  River  Lee,  which,  in  the  vicinity  of  Broxbourne  is  spanned  by 
a  single-arched  bridge,  separates  Nazing  from  Hertfordshire. 

Another  feature  of  the  parish  is  Nazing  Common,  an  open 
space  of  475  acres,  to  which  certain  of  its  householders  enjoy 
pasturage  rights. 

Mr.  Bury  is  a  member  of  the  Carlton,  Marlborough  and 
Arthur's  Clubs. 


iUarties,  (Ualtham  jibbep. 

Sir  Cbomas  fomU  Buxton,  Bt.,  G.c.m.6.,  D,C.,  3.P.,  m.il. 


CHIRD  of  liis  line  to  hold  the  Baronetcy,  Sir  Thomas  Fowell 
Buxton,  of  Warlies,  Waltham  Abbey,  comes  of  an  old  Essex 
family,  intimately  connected  with  Coggeshall  for  over  tliree 
centuries.  Under  the  title  of  The  Buxtons  of  Coggeshall,  the  late 
Charles  Louis  Buxton,  Esq.,  brother  of  the  present  Baronet, 
gathered  together  an  unusually  interesting  history  of  past 
generations  of  his  race,  the  same  being  enriched  by  engravings  of 
many  of  the  minirtures  and  portraits  now  at  Warlies. 

Early  generations  of  the  Buxtons  were  engaged  in  cloth 
weaving,  once  an  important  industry  in  Essex,  and  a  curious  old 
Family  Bible  in  Sir  Thomas  Buxton's  possession,  printed  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  throws  much  valuable  light 
on  their  life  stories. 


Among  the  most  distinguished  descendants  of  that  William 
Buxton,  of  Great  Coggeshall,  who  was  buried  on  December  22nd, 
1625,  was  Isaac  Buxton,  of  Belltield,  in  Dorsetshire,  the  husband 
of  Sarah,  only  daughter  of  Thomas  Fowell,  and  the  owner, 
amongst  other  property  in  Coggeshall.  of  beautiful  old  Peaycock's 
House,  its  exquisite  timberwork  and  fine  oak  panelling  easily 
rendering  it  preeminent,  even  among  Coggeshail's  many  lovely 
old  dwellings.  Its  richly  ornamented  beams  and  wainscotting 
still  remain  to  rejoice  the  lover  of  the  antique,  although,  unhappily, 
an  act  of  vandalism  has  been  perpetrated  on  the  oak  panelling  by 
giving  it  a  coat  of  white  paint,  and  the  symmetry  of  the  finely 
proportioned  large  room  has  been  spoiled  by  dividing  it  into 
smaller  apartments. 

Among  much  else  that  is  interesting  in  old  family  letters  in 
the  possession  of  the  present  Baronet,  it  is  noteworthy  that  Mrs. 
Isaac  Buxton,  the  wife  of  Isaac  Buxton  before  mentioned,  was 
wont  to  place  her  house  at  Weymouth  at  the  disposal  of  Their 
Majesties,  King  George  III.  and  his  Queen,  Cliarlotte,  when  they 
came  to  stay  in  that  town.  On  tlieir  arrival,  prior  to  Mrs.  Buxton 
removing  to  another  residence,  the  royal  couple  generally 
accompanied  her  on  a  tour  of  inspection  over  the  house,  opening 
all  the  doors,  and  looking  into  every  room.  An  amusing  contretemps 
is  related  on  one  of  these  occasions,  when  one  of  the  doors  at  the 
top  of  the  house  remained  obstinately  shut.  After  some  delay,  it 
was  forced,  and  the  kneeling  figure  of  a  little  housemaid  disclosed, 
her  face  buried  in  her  hands,  her  brooms  and  brushes  around  her. 
She  did  not  stir,  and  discreet  questioning  elicited  that  she  expected 
instant  death  as  the  penalty  for  having  been  seen  by  the  King. 

Like  later  generations  of  his  race.  His  Majesty  knew  how  to 
do  the  right  thing,  and,  raising  the  terrified  girl  from  the  ground, 
his  gracefully  expressed  hope  that  long  life,  rather  than  death 
might  be  the  outcome  of  her  adventure,  completely  dispelled  her 
terrors. 


The  elder  son  of  Isaac  and  Sarah  Buxton,  Thomas  Fowell 
Buxton,  Esq.,  born  in  1756,  High  Sheriff  for  Essex  in  17S9,  was 
equally  celebrated  in  the  County  as  a  good  sportsman,  a  genial 
host  and  a  philanthropist.  The  wretched  state  of  the  prisons  had 
long  engaged  his  attention,  and  during  the  year  of  his  Shrievalty, 
he  exerted  himselP  to  alleviate  the  most  glaring  abuses,  finding 
time  for  frequent  visits  of  inspection,  and  this  notwithstanding  the 
prevalence  of  that  terrible  malady,  gaol  fever. 

He  married  into  a  good  old  family,  belonging  to  the  Society 
of  Friends,  his  wife  being  Anna,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Osgood 
Hanbury,  of  The  Grange,  Coggeshall.  The  eldest  son  of  this 
union,  subsequently  Sir  Thomas  Fowell  Buxton,  a  philanthropist 
like  his  father,  and  grandfather  of  the  present  holder  of  the  title, 
was  created  a  Baronet  on  July  30th,  1840,  nearly  five  years  before 
his  death,  in  recognition  of  his  strenuous  efforts  to  abolish  the 
Slave  Trade. 

His  eldest  son  and  successor,  Sir  Ed'ward  North  Buxton,  2nd 
Bt.,  by  his  wife  Catherine,  (whose  death  occurred  in  191 1)  second 
daughter  of  Samuel  Gurney,  of  Upton,  Essex,  had  seven  sons  and 
five  daughters.  The  eldest,  Sir  Thomas  Fowell  Buxton,  3rd  and 
present  Baronet,  succeeded  his  father  on  his  death,  on  Juneiith, 
1858,  and  the  third  son,  Edward  North  Buxton,  Esq.,  of  Knighton, 
Buckhurst  Hill,  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  public 
interests  of  the  County  as  Chairman  of  the  Quarter  Sessions,  M.P. 
for  Walthamstow  and  a  Verderer  of  Epping  Forest. 

Born  on  January  26th,  1837,  Harrow  and  Trinity  College, 
Cambridge,  where  he  took  his  M.A.  degree  in  1859,  afforded  Sir 
Thomas  Buxton  his  education.  He  serves  both  Essex  and  Norfolk 
as  a  Magistrate  and  Deputy  Lieutenant,  and  filled  the  Shrievalty 
of  the  latter  County  in  1875.  Sir  Thomas  was  returned  to  West- 
minster as  Member  for  King's  Lynn  from  1865-68,  and  ably 
discharged  the  duties  appertaining  to   the  important  position  of 


Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  South  Australia  from 
1895-8,  the  Knights'  Grand  Cross  of  the  Most  Distinguished  Order 
of  St.  Michael  and  St.  George  being  conferred  on  him  at  the 
beginning  of  the  following  year.  He  holds  the  Volunteer  Officers' 
Decoration,  and  was  formerh'  an  Honorary  Colonel  of  the  2nd 
Tower  Hamlets  Royal  Volunteers.  Like  his  younger  brother, 
Edward  North  Buxton,  Esq.,  Sir  Thomas  was  a  Verderer  of  Epping 
Forest  from  1S78  to  igoB.  He  was  on  the  Roll  of  High  Sheriff 
for  London  for  the  year  1894,  ^^'^  since  1899,  has  acted  as 
President  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Anti-Slavery  Society. 

Warlies,  Sir  Thomas  Buxton's  Essex  seat,  in  Waltham 
Abbey  parish,  is  a  finely  timbered  estate  of  1,300  acres  in  the 
hamlet  of  LIpshire  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Epping  and  its  beautiful 
Forest.  Two  obelisks,  lacking  inscriptions,  near  the  park,  are 
traditionally  connected  with  the  supposed  defeat  of  Boadicea  by 
the  Romans  at  .'\mbresbury  Banks.  This  ancient  camp  and  that 
of  Loughton,  lie  well  within  the  Forest.  Both  have  aroused 
much  antiquarian  interest,  and  although  it  is  not  possible  to 
determine  their  origin,  they  are  generally  considered  to  be  Pre- 
Roman,  owing  to  the  character  of  their  construction. 

Sir  Thomas  Buxton  married  on  June  12th,  1862,  Lady 
Victoria  Noel,  youngest  daughter  of  Charles  Noel,  ist  Earl  of 
Gainsborough,  and  has,  with  other  issue,  a  son,  Thomas  Fowell 
Victor  Buxton,  Esq.,  now  of  Woodredon,  and  the  father  of  another 
Thomas  Fowell  Buxton,  born  on  November  8th,  1889. 

Sir  Thomas  Buxton  is  one  of  the  chief  landowners  in 
Waltham  Abbey  parish,  the  patron  of  one  living  and  owner  of 
Colne  House,  Cromer,  on  the  beautiful  Norfolk  coast. 

His  town  residence  is  2,  Prince's  Gate,  S.W.,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  Brooks's  Club. 


Knl9l)toti,  BuckDurst  miL 

€au)ard  Dortl)  Buxton,  €$4.,  D.L,  3.p. 


FEW  residents  in  Essex  have  so  intimate  and  thorough  an 
acquaintance  with  Epping  Forest  as  Edward  North  Buxton, 
Esq.,  of  Knighton,  Buckhurst  Hill.  Its  history,  topography 
and  botany  are  an  open  book  to  him,  and  there  is  little  he  does 
not  know  respecting  the  favourite  haunts  of  its  animal  life,  birds, 
reptiles  or  insects. 

One  of  the  four  Verderers  of  Epping  Forest,  and  for  over 
forty  years  keenly  interested  in  the  preservation  of  open  spaces, 
Mr.  Buxton  is  the  author  of  an  interesting  work  on  Epping  Forest, 
which  it  is  not  surprising  to  find  has  run  through  several  editions. 
Although  it  is  modestly  described  by  its  author  as  a  Guide,  its 
scope  is  much  more  comprehensive.  Written  by  one  who  has 
lived  all  his  life  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  long  since  familiarised 


himself  with  its  remotest  fastnesses  and  most  charming  routes,  it 
certainly  achieves  its  object :— to  induce  the  visitor  to  leave  the 
beaten  track  and  explore  the  lovely  glades  before  him,  the  natural 
fear  of  losing  oneself  being  obviated  by  carefully  prepared 
maps. 

The  story  of  hovi^  5542  acres  of  woodland  loveliness  came 
to  be  preserved  "  as  an  open  space  for  recreation  and  enjoyment," 
for  ever,  makes  fascinating  reading.  The  chapter  devoted  to 
Forest  Management  lays  special  stress  on  the  need  for  the 
preservation  of  natural  features,  and  their  restoration,  when 
necessary,  the  questions  of  reproduction  and  securing  due  variety 
being  also  discussed.  "Everyone,"  writes  Mr.  Buxton,  "who 
aspires  to  be  a  forester  should  exercise  his  imagination.  He  works 
for  posterity.  It  is  essential  for  his  success  that  he  should,  with 
the  full  knowledge  of  natural  processes,  have  ever  present  in  his 
mind  the  probable  results  of  his  operations,  not  only  in  this 
generation,  but  fifty  or  a  hundred  years  hence." 

And  how  he  loves  the  trees !  Writing  with  the  single- 
hearted  desire  that  others  should  share  the  pleasures  he  so  greatly 
enjoys,  he  recommends  either  early  May  or  late  October,  periods 
when  comparatively  few  visitors  seek  the  Forest,  as  the  most 
glorious  of  the  year. 

So  vividly  arresting  are  his  pen  pictures  that  we  trust  we 
shall  be  pardoned  for  the  liberty  of  quoting  : — 

To  the  tree  lover  I  strongly  recommend  the  former 
month.  It  is  then,  when  the  first  burst  of  spring 
takes  place,  that  the  distinguishing  characteristics,  and 
especially  the  colours,  of  each  tree  can  be  best  seen.  A 
few  weeks  later  the  yellow  of  the  young  oak  foliage,  the 
gray-green  of  the  birches,  and  the  burnished  light-reflecting 
quality  of  the  beeches  are  merged  in  one  uniform  dark 
green,  lovely  in  its  varied  shapes  and  play  of  light  and 
deep  shadow,  but  monotonous  as  to  colour.      The  black- 


thorn  in   April,   the  hawthorn  in  May,  a  month  later  the 
crab,  and  sheets  of  water-violet  and   water  ranunculus, 
'  supply   the   masses   of   white   without   which    no   group 

either  of  flowers  or  trees  is  complete.  Again  in  the  'fall,' 
when  our  glades  are  almost  solitudes,  who  can  measure 
the  glories  of  the  beech  groves  when  they  put  on  their 
first  autumn  touches  of  brown  and  gold,  contrasting  with 
the  dark  green  of  the  more  persistent  oak,  and  with  the 
saffron  yellow  of  the  birch  and  maple  ? 

The  third  son  of  the  late  Sir  Edward  North  Buxton,  2nd  Bt., 
and  younger  brother  of  Sir  Thomas  Fowell  Buxton,  3rd  and 
present  Bt.,  of  Warlies,  Edward  North  Buxton,  Esq.,  was  born  on 
September  ist,  1840.  Educated,  like  other  members  of  his  family, 
at  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  Mr.  Buxton  married  on  January 
23rd,  1862,  Emily,  youngest  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  and  Rev. 
Kenelm  Henry  Digby,  Honorary  Canon  of  Norwich,  Rector  of 
Tittleshall  in  Norfolk  and  brother  of  Edgar  St.  Vincent,  gth 
Baron  Digby,  and  has,  with  other  issue,  a  son,  Gerald  Buxton, 
Esq.,  of  Birch  Hall,  Theydon  Bois,  whose  eldest  son,  by  his  wife, 
Lucy  Ethel,  daughter  of  Sir  Joseph  Pease,  ist  Bt.,  named  Edward 
North,  after  his  grandfather,  was  born  on  February  8th,  1894. 

High  Sheriff  for  Essex  in  1888,  the  subject  of  the  present 
article  has  ably  filled  the  office  of  Chairman  of  the  Quarter 
Sessions  since  1910,  having  acted  as  Deputy  Chairman  for  the 
previous  eight  years.  Mr.  Buxton,  who  was  returned  to  West- 
minster as  the  Liberal  member  forS.W.  Essex  from  1885-6,  renders 
further  valuable  service  to  his  County  at  the  present  time  as  a 
Magistrate  and  Deputy  Lieutenant,  whilst  his  good  work  as 
Chairman  of  the  Essex  Local  Education  Committee,  an  Alderman 
of  the  County  Council  and  Chairman  of  the  London  School 
Board  will  be  long  remembered. 

Mr.  Buxton  is  a  partner  in  the  important  firm  of  Truman 
Hanbury  and  Co.,  and  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Commons  Preservation  Society. 


In  addition  to  the  work  on  Epping  Forest,  already  alluded 
to,  he  is  the  author  of  two  series  of  Short  Stalks  and  Two  African 
Trips.  As  may  be  imagined  from  the  foregoing,  Mr.  Buxton  is  an 
enthusiastic  sportsman,  albeit  he  enjoys  travelling  for  its  own 
sake,  and  has  done  his  share  of  big  game  hunting  in  four 
Continents. 

The  Athenaeum  Club  numbers  this  gentleman  among  its 
members. 


■)W- 
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Thomas  Fowell  Victor  Buxton,  Esq.,  J. P.,  M.A. 


iUooareaon. 

Cftomas  Foujell  Victor  Buxtoti«  €sq.,  3.P.,  m.fl. 


BIGH  SHERIFF  for  Essex   in   1905,  Thomas  Fowell  Victor 
Buxton,  Esq.,  of  Woodredon,  in  Waltham  Abbey  parish,  is 
the  eldest  son  of  Sir  Thomas  F.  Buxton,  3rd  Bt.,  of  Warlies, 
in  the  same  neighbourhood,  and  his  wife,  the  Lady  Victoria  Noel, 
youngest  daughter  of  Charles  Noel,  ist  Earl  of  Gainsborough. 

Mr.  Buxton,  who  followed  in  his  father's  footsteps  at 
Harrow  and  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  where  he  graduated  in 
due  course,  was  born  on  April  8th,  1865.  By  his  marriage  on 
October  loth,  1888,  with  Anne  Louisa  Mathilda,  second  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  Henry  Thomas  O'Rorke,  Rector  of  Feltwell,  in 
Norfolk,  he  has  six  sons  and  one  daughter,  his  heir,  Thomas 
Fowell,  having  been  born  on  November  Sth,  1889. 


Mr.  Buxton  renders  useful  service  to  Essex  as  a  Magistrate 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Athenaeum  and  National  Clubs. 

Woodredon,  his  present  residence,  is  a  well  appointed 
mansion  of  modern  date,  pleasingly  situated  in  the  picturesque 
Forest  district  and  commanding  many  charming  views  of  a 
delightful  neighbourhood. 


Bircl)  RalL 

6erald  Buxton,  €$cIm  XP.*  B.jl. 


THE  manorial  rights  of  picturesque  Theydon  Bois,  two  miles 
from  Epping,  and  containing,  as  its  name  indicates,  a  portion 
of  Epping  Forest,  are  with  Gerald  Buxton,  Esq.,  of  Birch 
Hall,  in  that  parish. 

It  is  by  no  means  uncommon  in  the  County  of  Essex  to  find 
the  names  of  seats  duplicated.  In  the  present  instance,  two  other 
Halls  of  the  same  name  are  in  this  County,  Birch  Hall,  in  the 
parish  of  Birch,  near  Colchester,  being  the  seat  of  the  Right  Hon. 
James  Round,  P.C.,  whilst  a  third  finds  place  near  the  eastern 
coast,  to  the  south  of  Horsey  Island,  in  the  Kirby  le  Soken 
neighbourhood. 

The  eldest  son  of  Edward  North  Buxton,  Esq.,  D.L.,  J.P.,  of 
Knighton  House,  and  his  wife,  Emily,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  and 
Rev.  Kenelm  Henry  Digby,  Gerald  Buxton,  Esq.,  was  born  on 
October  30th,  1862,  being  a  twin  with  his  sister,  Geraldine,  now 


the  wife  of  Francis  Dent,  Esq.,  barrister-at-law.  From  Harrow, 
Mr.  Buxton  entered  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  where  he 
graduated  as  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1884.  Six  years  later,  he 
married  Lucy  Ethel,  daughter  of  the  late  Sir  Joseph  Whitwell 
Pease,  ist  Bt.,  and  has,  with  other  issue,  a  son,  Edward  North, 
born  on  February  8th,    1894. 

Mr.  Gerald  Buxton,  who  is  a  nephew  of  Sir  Thomas  Fowell 
Buxton,  3rd  and  present  Bt.,  G.C.M.G.,  is  on  the  Commission  of 
the  Peace  for  Essex,  and  one  of  the  chief  landowners  in  Theydon 
Bois. 

In  addition  to  its  sylvan  beauty,  Theydon  in  the  seventeenth 
century  proudly  owned  as  its  Vicar,  the  celebrated  ecclesiastical 
historian,  Joseph  Strype,  of  Jesus  College,  Cambridge. 

Mr.  Buxton  is  a  member  of  Brooks's  Club, 


neiDton  l)all  Duntnou). 

major  eeneral  Cbe  l)on.  julian  i>e(lu)ortD  6corae  Bpna,  CB.. 

ro.v.o. 


n 


EWTON  HALL,  the  residence  of  Major  General  the  Hon. 
Julian  H.  G.  Byng,  is  tiie  property  of  the  Countess  of 
Warwick,  who  is  Lady  of  the  Manor  of  Great  Dunmow. 

In  the  days  of  the  Confessor,  the  Newton  Hall  estate  was  held 
by  Uluric  Cauua.  After  the  Conquest,  it  was  bestowed  on  Geffrey 
de  Magnaville,  his  under-tenant  being  Hugh  de  Berners.  Subse- 
quently, it  passed  through  many  hands,  and  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  was  acquired  by  John  Henniker,  M.P.  for  Sudbury,  whose 
descendant.  Sir  Brydges  Powell  Henniker,  4th  Bt.,  pulled  down 
the  then  ruinous  old  mansion,  and  erected  the  present  substantial 
country  residence  on  its  site. 

The  seventh  son  of  the  late  George  Stevens,  2nd  Earl  of 
Strafford,  and  grandson  of  that  gallant  hero  of  the  Peninsular  War 
and  Waterloo,  Field  Marshal  the  Right  Hon.  John  Byng,  created 
Viscount  Enfield  and  Earl  of  Strafford  in  1847,  the  subject  of  the 
present  sketch  was  born  on  September  nth,  1862,  and  has  had  a 
distinguished  military  career. 

General  Byng's  first  experience  of  active  service  came  the 
year  following  his  joining  the   loth   Royal   Hussars  in   1S83,  his 


share  in  the  Egyptian  Expedition  and  the  Battles  of  Teb  and 
Tamai  being  connoted  by  the  Khedive's  Star  and  a  medal  with 
clasp  in  his  possession.     He  gained  his  Majority  in  1898. 

From  1899-1902,  during  the  late  War  in  South  Africa,  he 
again  fought  for  England's  honour  overseas,  and  assisted  in  the 
Relief  of  Ladysmith,  his  services  being  thrice  mentioned  in 
despatches,  in  addition  to  which  he  received  brevets  of  Lieut. - 
Colonel  and  Colonel,  the  Queen's  Medal  with  six  clasps.  King's 
Medal  and  on  May  2nd,  1902,  was  made  a  Member  of  the  Royal 
Victorian  Order. 

From  rather  more  than  four  years  later,  on  June  29th,  1906, 
dates  Colonel  Byng's  admission  to  the  Companionship  of  the  Most 
Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath.  His  command  of  his  old 
Regiment,  the  loth  Hussars,  extended  from  1902-04,  after  which 
he  was  transferred  to  the  Cavalry  School  at  Netheravon.  He  was 
promoted  Major  General  in  1909,  two  years  after  he  had  taken 
command  of  the  1st  Cavalry  Brigade,  having  held  a  similar 
position  in  the  2nd   Cavalry  Brigade  from   1905-07 

General  Byng  commanded  the  East  Anglian  Division  of  the 
Territorial  Force  from  1910-12,  since  which  date  he  has  been 
Colonel  of  the  3rd  Hussars. 

On  May  30th,  1892,  General  Byng,  (to  give  him  his  present 
rank),  married  Marie  Evelyn,  only  child  of  the  Hon.  Richard  C. 
Moreton,  M.V.O.,  gth  son  of  the  late  Henry  George  Francis,  2nd 
Earl  of  Ducie,  and  brother  of  the  3rd  and  present  Earl,  thus 
connecting  his  own  with  another  well  known  family,  whose 
ancestor.  Sir  Robert  Ducie,  Bt.,  London's  Lord  Mayor  in  1631, 
enjoyed  the  costly  privilege  of  acting  as  Banker  to  Charles  I.  for 
many  years,  and  died  worth  £"400,000,  notwithstanding  a  loss  of 
over  £80,000,  representing  sums  advanced  to  his  royal  master. 

Major  Byng  is  a  member  of  the  Naval  and  Military  and 
Travellers'  Clubs. 


Cangford  6vou,  iDaldon. 

CDe  Reu.  ana  l)on.  Frederick  €rtic$t  Cbarks  Bpron,  nt.R, 


BEIR  presumptive  to  the  Byron  Barony,  the  Rev.  the  Hon. 
Frederick  Ernest  Charles  Byron,  Rector  of  Langford,  some 
four  and  a  half  miles  south  east  from  Witham,  in  Essex,  is 
the  younger  son  of  the  late  Hon.  Frederick  Byron,  by  his  wife,  the 
late  Mary  Jane,  sister  of  the  8th  Lady  Byron  and  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  William  Westcomb,  of  Thrumpton  Hall,  in  Nottingham- 
shire, Langford  Grove,  and  somtime  Rector  of  Langford. 

Born  on  March  26th,  1861,  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch 
lost  his  father  in  early  infancy.  After  the  death  of  his  uncle, 
George  Anson,  8th  Baron  Byron,  his  elder  brother,  also  George 
Anson,  succeeded  to  the  title,  and  in  1877,  the  Hon.  F.  E.  C.Byron 
was  accorded  the  precedence  of  a  Baron's  son. 

He  graduated  as  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  at  Exeter  College, 
Oxford,  in  1887,  and  the  following  year  entered  Holy  Orders, 
being  appointed  to  the  Curacy  of  Royston,  in  Hertfordshire,  until 
i8go,  when  he  obtained  his  Master  of  Arts  degree.  Since  1891  he 
has  held  the  family  living  at  Langford,  of  which  he  is  now  patron. 


Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Langford  and  chief  landowner  in  that 
parish,  its  present  Rector  is  keenly  appreciative  of  the  unique 
archaeological  interest  surrounding  his  little  Church  of  St.  Giles — 
the  only  edifice  in  England  possessing  an  apsidal  west  end  at  the 
present  time.  Thedateof  its  building  is  a  moot  point, but  since  these 
western  apses  were  by  no  means  uncommon  in  the  early  days  of 
Christianity,  many  authorities  incline  to  the  opinion  that  it 
antedates  the  Roman  period.  In  1882,  considerable  restorative 
work  was  carried  out,  the  cost  being  defrayed  by  the  Hon.  Mrs. 
Byron. 


Down  hall.  l>atfleld. 

rnajor  Rorace  Ulairer  Caloerlep. 


VERY  picturesquely  situated  in  Western  Essex,  in  Hatfield 
parish,  is  Down  Hall,  formerly  tiie  seat  of  the  late  Lord 
Rookwood,  the  last  of  the  Ibbetson  Baronets,  and  now 
occupied  by  his  nephew,  Major  Horace  Walter  Calverley.  The 
estate  is  well  and  prettily  wooded,  and  the  undulating  character 
of  this  part  of  Essex  provides  many  beautiful  peeps  of  varied 
pastoral  character. 

The  gardens  are  glorious,  and  among  the  chief  features  of 
the  grounds  is  a  lofty  avenue  of  clipped  yew,  which,  rising  to  a 
great  height  above  a  grassy  path,  imparts  a  sombre  sense  of 
mystery  to  its  surroundings.  In  another  part  of  the  estate  is  a 
fine  waterlily  pond,  a  carpet  of  white  lilies,  nestling  amid  broad 
green  leaves  in  summer  time,  and  the  haunt  of  innumerable 
moorhens,  dab  chicks  as  they  are  often  called,  their  active  little 
black  bodies  darting  in  and  out,  and  over  the  leaves,  and 
contrasting  sharply  with  the  large  white  flowers.  Fringed  with 
tall  reeds,  water  forget-me-nots  and  fragrant  meadowsweet,  and 
backgrounded  by  stately  trees,  the  beauty  of  this  pool  is  not  easily 
surpassed. 


Born  in  1862,  Major  Horace  Walter  Calverley,  formerly  a 
Captain  in  the  5th  Dragoons,  is  the  eldest  surviving  son  of  the  late 
Edmund  Calverley,  Esq.,  of  Oulton  Hall,  near  Leeds.  The  South 
African  War  gave  him  an  opportunity  for  active  service,  with  the 
Imperial  Yeomanry,  and  from  1904-6  he  held  the  rank  of  Major  in 
the  Essex  Imperial  Yeomanry. 

Major  Calverley  married  on  January  6th  i8gi,  Louisa  Mary, 
3rd  daughter  of  the  late  Sir  Brydges  Powell  Henniker,  4th  Bt., 
and  has  a  daughter,  Joyce. 

In  addition  to  Down  Hall  and  his  Yorkshire  seat  at  Oulton 
Hall,  Major  Calverley  has  a  town  residence  at  18,  Chesham  Place, 
S.W. 


E)XR 


monkhams  f>n\l  iUaltham  jibbep. 

colonel  Ricbard  Beak  Coluiti,  C.B..  o.£.,  3.p..  b.h,.  CD. 


FINELY  situated  about  three  hundred  feet  above  sea  level,  in 
Waltham  Abbey  parish,  within  a  picturesque  park  of  sixty 
acres,  Monkhams  Hall,  the  property  and  residence  of  Colonel 
Richard  Beale  Colvin,  commands  wide  stretches  of  the  prettily 
wooded  scenery  common  to  the  borderland  of  Essex  and  Hertford- 
shire, while  the  proximity  of  far  famed  Epping  Forest  adds 
further  to  its  picturesque  charm. 

Colonel  Colvin  who  is  one  of  the  chief  landowners  in  the 
historic  parish  of  Waltham  Abbey,  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  late 
Beale  Blackwall  Colvin,  Esq.,  of  Monkhams  Hall,  and  that 
charming  estate  just  over  the  Hertfordshire  borders  on  the  banks 
of  the  River  Stort,  known  as  Pishiobury,  between  Sawbridgeworth 
and  Harlow. 

The  Colonel,  who  is  an  old  Etonian,  and  graduated  as  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts  at  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  in  1879,  was  born 
on  August  4th,  1856,  and  in  addition  to  his  rank  as  an  Honorary 
Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  Army,  holds  the  Territorial  Decoration. 


For  the  past  five  years  he  has  ably  filled  the  position  of 
Chairman  of  the  Essex  Territorial  Force  Association,  and  from 
igoi-ii  ranked  as  Lieutenant  Colonel  commanding  the  Essex 
Yeomanry,  benig  promoted  Honorary  Colonel  in  1902.  Previous 
to  this,  he  did  good  work  as  Major  and  Hon.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
of  the  Suffolk  Yeomanry,  from  1892-1901,  and  Captain  of  the  Essex 
Regiment  from  1883-89. 

He  has  had  his  experience  of  active  service,  and  commanded 
the  20th  Battalion  of  the  Imperial  Yeomanry  in  the  late  South 
African  War,  gaining  in  addition  to  a  mention  in  despatches,  the 
Queen's  medal  with  four  clasps  as  well  as  his  military  Companion- 
ship of  the  Most  Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath,  a  similar  civil 
honour  falling  to  his  share  in  191 1. 

Essex  has  the  further  advantage  of  Colonel  Colvin's 
services  as  a  Deputy  Lieutenant  and  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  in 
1890  he  was  pricked  as  High  Sheriff  for  the  County. 

June  26th,  1895,  was  the  date  of  Colonel  Colvin's  marriage 
with  the  Lady  Gwendoline  Audrey  Adeline  Brudenell,  youngest 
daughter  of  the  2nd  Earl  of  Stradbroke,  and  he  has  issue,  with  one 
daughter,  a  son,  Richard  Beale  Rous,  born  in  1900. 

Colonel  Colvin  holds  the  Order  of  Mercy  and  is  a  member 
of  Arthur's  Club. 


W^ 


Cut  l^edaet  6osfteld. 

eeorge  Courtauld,  €sq.t  J.P. 


6EORGE  COURTAULD,  ESQ.,  of  Cut  Hedge,  in  Gosfield 
parish,  bears  a  name  long  since  familiar  to  all  dwellers  in 
the  Colne  Valley. 

Born  at  Booking  on  August  nth,  1830,  Mr.  Courtauld  is 
the  eldest  son  of  the  late  G.  Courtauld,  Esq.,  of  that  Essex  town- 
ship. He  derived  his  early  education  from  University  College, 
London,  and  private  sources,  and  throughout  a  long  life  has 
indentified  himself  with  the  public  life  of  his  County. 

High  Sheriff  for  Essex  in  1896,  Mr.  Courtauld  for  over  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ably  filled  the  position  of  Chairman  to  the 
Halstead  Urban  Sanitary  Authority,  whilst  as  a  Member  of  the 
Essex  Joint  Committee,  a  former  County  Alderman  and  a 
Cooptated  Member  of  the  Halstead  Board  of  Guardians,  he  has 
given  ample  proof  of  his  knowledge  of  things  municipal  and  that 
sense  of  public  duty  which  indicates  the  good  citizen. 


Liberal  in  political  opinion,  to  Mr.  Courtauld  belongs  the 
honour  of  having  been  returned  to  Westminster  from  1878-1885, 
as  the  last  Member  for  the  Borough  of  Maldon.  He  has  been  on 
the  Commission  of  the  Peace  for  Essex  since  i86g,  and  at  the 
present  time  is  Chairman  of  the  Halstead  Board  of  Magistrates 
and  a  Director  of  the  important  firm  of  Samuel  Courtauld  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  silk  and  crape  manufacturers. 

Nor  has  he  been  altogether  unconnected  with  the  military 
life  of  Essex  in  the  past,  for  long  before  the  advent  of  the 
Territorials,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  held  the  rank  of  Captain  in 
the  12th  Essex  Volunteers. 

Mr.  Courtauld  is  the  father  of  six  sons  and  five  daughters, 
and  has  been  thrice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Mina  Bromley,  his 
second  Susannah  Elizabeth  Savill,  and  the  third,  Serena  Elizabeth 
Sparrow. 

A  daughter  of  the  first  marriage,  Miss  Catherine  Mina 
Courtauld,  of  Knight's  Farm,  Colne  Engaine,  has  been  a  member 
of  her  Parish  Council  for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  and  as  a 
School  Manager  and  member  of  the  Committee  of  Women's  Local 
Government  Society  and  Women's  Agricultural  and  Horticultural 
Union,  as  well  as  of  the  Halstead  District  Sub-Committee  of  the 
Essex  Education  Committee,  has  shown  herself  as  keenly 
interested  in  the  public  welfare  of  Essex  as  her  father. 

Moreover,  Mr.  Courtauld  is  a  poet  in  the  true  sense  of  the 
word.  His  original  verse  is  so  natural  and  unaffected  that  one 
would  gladly  read  more,  and  his  happy  translation  of  Horace's 
Ode  XL,  Book  I.,  must  be  our  excuse  for  venturing  to  reproduce 
the  first  verse  : — 

Ask  not.     T'were  impious  to  know. 
Nor  mystic  numbers  search,  to  see 

What  term  of  years  the  gods  bestow 
On  thee  or  me,  Leuconoe. 


Gosfield  Parish  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Samuel  Courtauld  for  its 
picturesque  cottages,  built  to  provide  the  agricultural  labourer 
with  decent  and  sanitary  accommodation  in  the  days  when  those 
matters  were  not  accorded  the  prominence  they  are  now. 

Three  miles  away  lies  the  ancient  market  town  of 
Halstead,  to  which  in  1887,  on  the  occasion  of  the  late  Queen 
Victoria's  Jubilee,  Mr.  George  Courtauld  presented  a  drinking 
fountain,  of  Portland  stone  and  granite,  standing  fifteen  feet  high, 
which  has  been  erected  on  the  market  hill  on  th«  site  of  a  former 
obelisk. 

Mr.  Courtauld  is  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Historical  Society, 
and  a  member  of  the  Pall  Mall,  Royal  Societies,  St.  James'  and 
Reform  Clubs. 


Cinie  BraafordSt  Becking. 

Samuel  jludustine  Courtauld,  €$q.,  J.p. 


flNOTHER    Member  of    the    well-known    Courtauld    family, 
Samuel  Augustine  Courtauld,  Esq.,  the  second  son  of  George 
Courtauld,  Esq.,  J. P.,  of  Cut    Hedge,  Gosfield,  is  seated  in 
Docking,  at  Little  Bradfords. 

Born  in  1865,  Mr.  S.  A.  Courtauld  has  served  Essex  on  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace  since  1896  and  is  a  member  of  the  Reform 
Club. 

He  also  has  a  seaside  residence  at  Eastry,  Frinton-on-Sea, 
on  the  coast  of  his  County. 

Bocking,  which  practically  adjoins  Braintree,  is  a  "peculiar" 
of  the  See  of  Canterbury,  its  Rector  having  the  title  of  Dean,  and 
in  Saxon  times  belonged  to  St.  Saviour's  Priory  at  Canterbury. 

To  the  late  George  Courtauld,  Esq.,  grandfather  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  the  parish  is  indebted  for  The  Mechanics' 
Institute  at  Bocking  End,  equipped  witii  Reading  and  Lecture 
Rooms  and  a   good  Library,  as  well  as  Recreation,   Billiard  and 


Committee  Rooms,  whilst  another  member  of  the  family,  the  late 
Sydney  Courtauld,  Esq.,  J.P.,  of  Bocking  Place,  in  1897  enlarged 
and  thoroughly  repaired  the  Cottage  Hospital,  to  commemorate 
the  Diamond  Jubilee  of  the  late  Queen  Victoria. 

To  the  same  generous  source,  Bocking  owes  its  public 
gardens,  five  and  a  half  acres  of  ground  being  presented  to  the 
parish  and  laid  out  in  1888,  and  its  perpetual  upkeep  thoughtfully 
provided  for  by  an  endowment  of  _£"8o  per  annum. 

In  the  days  of  the  Stuarts,  Bocking  claimed  the  services  of  Dr. 
Gauden,  as  Rector,  to  whom  the  authorship  of  that  supposed 
personal  narrative  of  the  life  of  Charles  I.  Eikon  Basilike  is 
generally  attributed.  He  was  promoted  to  the  See  of  Exeter  and 
subsequently  transferred  to  that  of  Worcester,  but  his  failure  to 
obtain  the  Bishopric  of  Winchester,  on  which  he  had  set  his  heart, 
so  preyed  on  his  mind,  that  he  died,  it  is  said  of  disappointment, 
in  1662. 


cittk  Bararieia  RaiL 

Ricbard  Creed,  esq.,  ?.R.l.B.jl. 


SOME  three  miles  east  of  Thaxted,  nestling  at  the  foot  of  a 
hill,  is  Little  Bardfield  Hall,  the  residence  of  Richard  Creed, 
Esq.,  who  is  Lord  of  the  manor.      An  almost  unique  feature 
of  the   beautiful  gardens  here  is  their  curiously  waved  enclosing 
wall,   so  constructed  to  increase  its  solidity.     Near  the  house,  the 
beauty  of  a  stately  elm  avenue  arrests  attention. 

The  oldest  part  of  the  existing  house  is  Elizabethan,  but  the 
main  part  is  of  later  date,  consisting  of  Georgian  and  subsequent 
additions. 

In  the  park,  and  not  far  from  the  Hall  itself,  is  the 
interesting  little  flint  Church  of  St.  Katherine,  the  square  tower 
of  which  dates  back  to  Saxon  times. 


The  family  of  Creed  from  which  the  present  Mr.  Richard 
Creed  descends  has  been  seated  since  the  sixteenth  century  in  co. 
Somerset. 

Mr.  Creed  combines  with  a  love  of  outdoor  sport  a  deep 
interest  in  things  agricultural.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Cavendish 
Club,  and  a  prominent  Freemason,  ranking  as  a  P.M.  in  Grand 
Master's  Lodge,  No.  1.  and  P.Z.  in  Grand  Master's  Chapter, 
P.A.G.  Superintendent  of  Works  in  Grand  Lodge,  and  P.G.  St.  B. 
in  Grand  Chapter. 


Sloe  Bouse,  Baisteaa* 

edmund  Deacon,  €$q.,  D.£. 


SINCE  igii  the  Essex  Yeomanry  have  had  the  advantage  of  a 
regularly  trained  Army  officer  in  their  present  Lieut.-Colonel 
Edmund  Deacon,  Esq.,  of  Sloe  House,  Halstead. 

The  eldest  son  of  Edmund  Deacon,  Esq.,  of  Bourne  End,  in 
Buckinghamshire,  Mr.  Deacon  was  born  over  the  Hertfordshire 
borders,  at  Hoddesdon,  in  1872.  Having  received  his  education  at 
Charterhouse,  Malvern  and  Sandhurst,  he  obtained  his  commission 
in  the  King's  Dragoons  in  1892,  and  maintained  his  connection 
with  that  Regiment  until  his  retirement  in  1899,  the  year  of  his 
marriage  with  Sybil,  daughter  of  H.  Egerton  Green,  Esq.,  of  King's 
Ford,  Essex, 

From  that  time  dates  another  tie  with  Essex,  for  in  1899, 
Mr.  Deacon  undertook  his  successful  period  of  Mastership  with  the 
East  Essex  Foxhounds. 


Halstead,  in  which  parish  Sloe  House  is  situate,  is  an  ancient 
market  town  some  six  miles  to  the  north  east  of  Braintree.  In 
Saxon  times,  it  was  held  by  Earl  Godwin  and  several  sokemen 
and  freemen.  It  is  believed  that  its  market  dates  from  this  period, 
and  until  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  this  appears  to 
have  belonged  to  the  Crown.  Its  Church  of  St.  Andrew  of  14th 
and  15th  century  dates,  contains  the  Bourchier  Chapel,  wherein 
Sir  Robert  de  Bourchier,  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench  in 
Ireland  and  Lord  Chancellor  of  England  in  the  reign  of  Edward 
III.  and  his  grandson,  Bartholomew,  3rd  Baron  Bourchier,  lie 
buried,  along  with  other  members  of  their  historic  race. 

Edmund  Deacon,  Esq.,  serves  Essex  as  a  Deputy  Lieutenant 
and  the  Boodles  and  Cavalry  Clubs  number  this  gentleman 
among  their  members. 


Sir  Claude  Champion  de  Crespigny,  Bt.,  D.L.,  J. P. 


Champion   Lodge. 


CDamplon  Codge* 

sir  Claude  Cbampion  ac  CKspignp,  Bt.,  D.L«  J.p. 


CHE  ancestors  of  Sir  Claude  Champion  de  Crespigny,  4th  Bt.  of 
his  line,  "turbulent  and  martial"  members  of  a  great  noble 
Norman  family,  bore  their  share  in  the  ist  Crusade  as  well 
as  in  that  of  St.  Louis,  and  held  the  important  office  of  Champions 
to  the  Dukes  of  Normandy  and  Brittany. 

French  authorities  agree  that  both  the  family  of  Champion 
de  Crespigny,  Vicomtes  St.  Hurien  and  Sieurs  de  Crespigny  and 
Vierville,  and  that  of  le  Champion,  Comtes  de  Cice,  are  branches 
of  the  ancient  house  of  le  Champion  de  Fonteney  le  Marmion. 

To  do  justice  to  so  attractive  a  subject  would  far  exceed 
the  limits  of  the  present  article.  It  is  believed  to  have  furnished 
the  inspiration  for  Sir  Walter  Scott's  fine  poem,  Marmion,  although, 
of  course,  the  character  of  the  title  role  is  fictitious. 

It  was  not  until  the  Revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  in 
1685  by  Louis  XIV  that  Claude  Champion  de  Crespigny,  Vicomte 
de  Vire,  a  French  officer  of  high  rank  with  his  wife,  the  Comtesse 
de  Vierville,  and  all  his  family,  shook  the  dust  of  France  from  his 


feet  and  settled  in  England,  where  he  subsequently  obtained  a 
Colonel's  commission  in  the  Army,  his  three  sons  being  made  free 
denizens  of  England  by  Act  of  Parliament  in  i6go.  From  that 
time  to  the  present  the  Champions  de  Crespigny  have  given  many 
soldier  and  sailor  sons  to  their  adopted  Country. 

Born  in  London  on  April  20th,  1847,  Sir  Claude  Champion 
de  Crespigny,  Bt.,  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  Sir  Claude  William 
Champion  de  Crespigny,  3rd  Bt.,  whom  he  succeeded  on  August 
iith,  1868. 

The  Baronetcy  dates  from  1805,  when  a  former  Sir  Claude 
Champion  de  Crespigny  had  the  honour  of  entertaining  the  Prince 
Regent,  afterwards  George  IV  ; — his  namesake,  the  present  holder 
of  the  title  being  his  descendant  in  the  fourth  degree. 

Educated  at  Temple  Grove,  East  Sheen,  the  4th  Baronet  has 
rendered  both  naval  and  military  service.  His  love  of  the  sea 
possibly  led  to  his  entering  tlie  Navy  in  i860,  (shortly  after  Lord 
Charles  Beresford),  wherein  he  remained  until  1865.  In  i865,  Sir 
Claude  transferred  his  energies  to  the  military  arm  of  Service,  and 
joined  the  60th  Rifles  for  the  next  four  years. 

Two  books  from  his  pen,  Forty  years  of  a  Sportsman  s  Life 
and  his  Sporling  Memoirs,  written  by  himself,  with  a  preface  by 
the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  give  an  adequate  idea  of  the  versatility  of 
this  well  known  sportsman  and  athlete.  Sir  Claude  has  ridden  in 
steeplechases  for  years,  with  notable  success,  although  he  is 
supposed  to  have  broken  most  of  the  bones  in  his  body  at  some 
time  or  other.  He  has  trained  his  own  mounts,  and  has  even  had 
the  satisfaction  of  beating  the  great  "Bay"  Middleton.  Sir 
Claude  is  a  fine  swimmer,  has  the  Royal  Humane  Society's 
bronze  medal  for  life  saving,  and  is  President  of  the  Amateur 
Diving  Association.  He  has  hunted  big  game  in  India,  British 
East  Africa,  acted  as  War  Correspondent  on  the  Nile  in  1879,  ranks 


Lady  Champion  de  Crespigny. 


Champion  Lodge  :  The  Hall  showing  trophies  shot  by  Sir  Claude 
de  Crespigny  and  his  sons. 


as  a  member  of  the  Legion  of  Frontiersmen,  and  commands  the 
Maldon  and  Dengie  Reservists.  As  an  Aeronaut,  Sir  Claude  holds 
the  Gold  Medal  of  the  Balloon  Society,  and  International  medal 
of  the  Royal  Aero  Club  and  will  be  remembered  for  having  been 
the  first,  with  Simmons,  to  cross  the  North  Sea  in  a  balloon,  on 
July  30th,  1883  ;  while  fox-hunting,  boxing,  sculling  and  almost 
every  other  form  of  sport,  have  claimed  a  share  of  his  attention. 

It  is  characteristic  of  one  who  holds  that  "  Indifference  to 
danger  in  a  good  cause,  and  especially  where  a  man's  honour  is  at 
stake,  is  absolutely  essential,"  that,  on  the  outbreak  of  the  South 
African  War,  Sir  Claude  volunteered  for  active  service,  and 
subsequently  in  British  East  Africa  in  1905.  Three  of  his  five  sons 
were  also  at  the  front.  The  eldest,  the  late  Captain  Claude 
Champion  de  Crespigny,  D.S.O.,  of  the  2nd  Life  Guards,  the  well- 
known  polo  player,  who  died  in  1910,  received  two  mentions  in 
despatches  and  was  severely  wounded  and  was  again  wounded 
when  in  command  of  the  advance  guard  in  action  in  South  Nigeria. 
He  received  the  D.S.O.  for  South  Africa.  The  second,  Captain 
Claude  Raul,  of  the  Grenadier  Guards,  is  thus  heir  presumptive  to 
the  title,  and  the  fourth  son,  Captain  Claude  Vierville,  of  the 
Wiltshire  Regiment,  has  acted  as  A.D.C.  to  Sir  Donald  Stewart 
in  East  Africa,  whither  Sir  Claude  repaired  as  a  volunteer  in 
?905- 

His  marriage  with  Georgiana  Louisa  Margaret,  2nd 
daughter  of  the  late  Robert  McKerrell,  Esq.,  on  September 
igth,  1872,  has  made  Sir  Claude  the  father  of  five  sons  and  four 
daughters.  All  the  latter  are  married,  and  of  the  former,  four 
survive. 

He  serves  Essex  as  a  Deputy  Lieutenant  and  on  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace,  and  ranked  formerly  as  a  Major  of  the 
Loyal  Suffolk  Hussars  Yeomanry  Cavalry  and  a  Captain  of  the 
Limerick  Artillery  Militia. 


Within  Champion  Lodge,  Sir  Claude's  Essex  seat,  in 
Heybridge  parish  near  Maiden,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Black- 
water,  not  far  from  the  estuary,  numerous  big  game  trophies  find 
place,  all  shot  by  the  Baronet  and  his  sons,  but  principally  by 
Captain  Claude  Raul,  whose  marriage  on  June  24th,  1913,  with 
Miss  Vere  vSykes  unites  two  of  the  best  known  families  in  the 
world  of  sport. 

Sir  Claude  is  one  of  the  chief  landowners  in  this  district, 
and  the  patron  of  one  living.  He  belongs  to  both  the  Caledonian 
and  Sports  Clubs. 


A  view  of  the  beautiful  dark  grey  granite  Mausoleum,  with 
oak  door  and  carved  cross  thereon,  in  the  park,  standing  on  a 
quarter  of  an  acre  of  ground,  erected  to  the  memory  of  that  gallant 
officer,  Captain  Claude  Champion  de  Crespigny,  D.S.O.,  formerly 
of  the  2nd  Life  Guards,  who  was  born  September  iith,  1873,  and 
died  May  i8th,  igio. 

Planted  with  trees  and  roses,  encircled  with  an  iron  railing, 
a  flagged  path  leading  up  to  it,  with  rock  plants  in  between,  the 
Mausoleum  is  constructed  to  hold  eight  coffins,  so  that  this  will  be 
the  last  resting  place  of  all  that  is  mortal  of  Sir  Claude  and  Lady 
Champion  de  Crespigny  in  time  to  come. 


£aper  marnep  Cower. 


Co  the  architectural  student,  the  imposing  pile  of  Layer 
Marney  Tower,  with  its  magnificent  gatehouse,  two  stories 
high  and  eight  storied  flanking  octagonal  towers,  possesses 
a  special  interest,  as  a  rare  example  of  the  early  use  of  terra  cotta 
in  this  Country,  and  as  an  "  instance  of  the  introduction  of 
renaissance  ornament  in  the  structure  of  an  otherwise  Gothic 
building." 

The  exquisite  mullioned  windows  above  the  gatehouse, 
trefoil  bands  on  the  gateway,  twisted  chimneys  and  hooded 
mouldings  on  the  windows,  all  claim  attention  ;  while,  from  the 
colourist's  point  of  view,  the  contrast  between  the  buff  coloured 
terra  cotta,  the  ricli,  red  bricks  and  the  blue  vitrified  diaper-work 
are  all  that  could  be  desired. 


Its  builder,  Henry,  ist  Lord  Marney,  is  believed  to  have 
contemplated  an  equally  ornate  inner  court,  of  which  the  huge 
gatehouse  and  adjoining  wing  represent  the  southern  side  ;  but, 
presumably,  the  work  was  never  completed.  Both  its  Italian 
workmanship  and  the  fact  that,  prior  to  his  being  raised  to  the 
Peerage  as  Baron  Marney  of  Layer  Marney,  in  1523,  Sir  Henry 
Marney,  as  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal,  Captain  of  the  Guard,  a  Knight 
of  theGarter  and  a  Member  of  the  Privy  Council  was  a  well  known 
personage  at  the  Courts  of  the  early  Tudor  Sovereigns,  favour  the 
supposition  that  Layer  Marney  Tower  owes  its  design  to  the  royal 
architect,  Girolamo  da  Trevisi,  but  nothing  certain  is  known  as  to 
this. 

The  mansion  enjoys  wide  and  extensive  views  in  Eastern 
Essex,  and  lies  some  five  miles  east  of  Kelvedon. 

Layer  Marney  takes  its  second  name  from  its  ancient  Lords, 
who  held  the  manorial  rights  from  the  twelfth  until  the  sixteenth 
centuries.  Their  ancestor,  Hugo,  Prebendary  and  Dean  of  St. 
Paul's,  died  in  1181.  Henry  III.  granted  William  de  Marney 
licence  to  impark  in  the  Forest  of  Essex  ;  and  the  family,  as 
previously  stated,  was  ennobled  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  On 
the  death  of  tlie  ist  Lord  Marney,  the  builder  of  the  great  Tower, 
in  1524,  the  title  passed  to  his  son,  John,  whose  name  is  found  in 
the  list  of  Governors  of  Rochester  Castle.  The  2nd  Lord  Marney 
only  survived  his  father  a  year,  and,  with  his  death  in  1525,  the 
Barony  became  extinct. 

The  next  owner  of  the  unfinished  Tower  was  Cardinal 
Wolsey's  Secretary,  Sir  Brian  Tuke,  a  Knight  of  the  King's  Body 
and  sometime  King's  Bailiff  at  Sandwich  and  Clerk  to  the  Council 
at  Calais.  In  addition  to  filliiig  other  important  public  positions, 
including  that  of  Treasurer  of  the  Royal  liousehold,  Sir  Brian  was 
High  Slieriff  for  Essex  and  Herts.,  in  1533,  and  died  at  Layer 
Marney  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  VI. 


The  property  was  later  with  Sir  Samuel  Tryon,  Bt.,  and 
subsequently  passed  to  the  Ellis  and  Corsellis  families.  Following 
the  death  of  Nicholas  Corsellis,  in  1742,  it  knew  several  owners. 
Among  Mr.  de  Zoete's  immediate  predecessors,  J.  C.  Peache,  Esq., 
was  responsible  for  much  of  the  beauty  of  the  gardens  at  the 
present  time,  and  this  gentleman  also  effected  considerable 
alterations  to  the  existing  mansion. 

Further  judicious  restorative  and  additional  work  has  been 
carried  out  by  the  present  Lord  of  the  Manor,  Walter  M.  de  Zoete, 
Esq.,  who,  in  191 1,  generously  defrayed  the  greater  part  of  the 
;f 2,500  needed  for  the  restoration  and  reroofing  of  the  fine  old 
embattled  Church  of  St.  Mary  the  Virgin  in  this  parish.  Here,  in 
the  Marney  Chapel,  rest  its  builder,  the  first  Lord  of  that  name,  and 
his  son  and  successor,  the  last  to  hold  the  title,  as  well  as  other 
earlier  members  of  this  great  family. 

Mr,  de  Zoete  is  patron  of  the  living  of  Layer  Marney,  and 
the  marriage  of  his  youngest  daughter,  Sylvia,  in  1910,  with  the 
present  High  Sheriff  for  Essex,  Charles  James  Round,  Esq.,  the 
only  son  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  James  Round,  of  Birch  Hall,  forms  an 
additional  link  with  the  County. 


King's  Ford,  ColcDcster* 

Sir  Kenelm  €du)ard  Didbp,  G.C.B..  KC..  3.P..  m.R. 


nEPHEW  of  the  late  Edward  St.  Vincent,  gth  Lord  Digby,  and 
first  cousin  of  the  present  Peer,  that  eminent  King's  Counsel 
and  former  County  Court  Judge,  Sir  Kenelm  Edward  Digby 
comes  of  an    ancient  and   distinguished   family,   whose  ancestor, 
Aelmar,  was  seated  at  Tilton,  in  Leicestershire,  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  the  Confessor, 

Among  the  many  noted  members  of  this  great  house  was 
that  Everard  Digby,  High  Sheriff  for  Rutland  in  1434,  who  gave 
his  life  for  the  Lancastrian  King  Henry  VI.'s  cause,  at  Towton  in 
1461.  The  complicity  of  his  descendant,  Sir  Everard  Digby,  in  the 
Gunpowder  Plot  is  well  known,  and  it  has  been  said  that  no  other 
English  family  of  equal  standing  suffered  in  a  like  degree  from  the 
effects  of  this  conspiracy. 

Sir  Everard  had  acquired  by  marriage  the  Buckinghamshire 
estate,  Gayhurst,  where  his  son,  the  great  Sir  Kenelm  Digby,  was 
born,  and  to  his  care  of  his  beautiful  consumptive  wife,  Venetia 
Anastasia,  the  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Stanley,  of  Tong  Castle, 
Salop,    is  due   the  edible  snail   that   is  still   a   habitant   of  its 


surrounding   woods,   and   which    was   imported   especially   from 
France  on  Lady  Digby's  account. 

Sir  Kenelm,  "the  Ornament  of  England,"  was  a  great 
benefactor  to  the  Bodleian  Library,  and  the  author  of  many 
learned  works.  His  portrait  by  Vandyke,  taken  shortly  after  the 
loss  of  his  wife,  and  after  the  painter's  return  from  Italy,  where  he 
had  been  studying  colour  under  Titian,  is  considered  the  finest 
picture  in  the  Bodleian  Gallery  today. 

Born  at  Wootton-under-Edge  on  September  gth,  1836,  Sir 
Kenelm  Edward  Digby  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  Rev.  and  Hon. 
Kenelm  Henry  Digby,  honorary  Canon  of  Norwich  and  Rector  of 
Tittleshall,  Norfolk,  and  a  grandson  of  Admiral  Sir  Henry  Digby, 
R.N.,  G.C.B.,  Commander-in-Chief  at  Sheerness. 

From  Harrow,  Sir  Kenelm,  to  give  him  his  present  title, 
went  to  Corpus  Christi  College,  Oxford,  of  which  he  became 
subsequently  a  Fellow  and  Tutor.  A  keen  cricketer  in  his  school 
days.  Sir  Kenelm's  Captaincy  of  the  Harrow  School  Eleven 
was  followed  by  much  good  work  in  his  University  team  from 
1857-59- 

Called  to  the  Bar  at  Lincoln's  Inn  in  1865,  three  years  later 
saw  him  Vinerian  Reader  at  Oxford,  a  position  he  continued  to 
hold  until  1874.  He  was  benched  in  i8gi,  appointed  a  County 
Court  Judge  the  following  year,  and  from  1895-1903  discharged 
the  duties  of  Permanent  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department.  He  was  made  a  Knight  Commander  of  the  Bath  in 
1898,  and  eight  years  later  was  awarded  the  Knight's  Grand 
Cross  of  that  Most  Honourable  Order,  having  in  the  meantime,  in 
1904,  received  the  appointment  of  King's  Counsel. 

On  August  30th,  1870,  Sir  Kenelm  Edward  Digby  married 
Caroline,  daughter  of  Edward,  ist  Lord  Belper,  and  has  issue,  two 
sons    and    two    daughters.       His  heir,  Arthur  Kenelm,   now   a 


Lieutenant  in  the  Royal  Field  Artillery,  married  in  igii  Violet, 
daughter  of  Sherbrook  A.  J.  Keatinge,  Esq. 

King's  Ford,  near  Colchester,  Sir  Kenelm's  Essex  residence, 
is  within  the  ecclesiastical  parish  of  Stanway  All  Saints,  formed  in 
1845  from  the  civil  parishes  of  Lexden  and  Stanway.  The  remains 
of  the  old  parish  Church  in  Stanway  proper  are  still  eloquent  of 
its  desecration  by  Cromwell's  troops,  who  not  only  stripped  the 
roof,  but  disposed  of  the  lead  as  well.  The  present  Church  of  St. 
Albright  is  said  to  have  been  originally  a  wayside  chapel  for  the 
use  of  pilgrims  and  others  on  the  old  stone  road,  (hence  the  name, 
Stanway),  between  Colchester  and  Bishops  Stortford,  and  was 
restored  by  Sir  Gilbert  Scott  in  1880. 

Sir  Kenelm  Digby  serves  Essex  and  Derbyshire  on  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Athenaeum 
Club. 


k;^ 


Che  Bpde. 

eagar  Rorton  DIsncp,  €sq.,  B.fl. 


eDGAR  NORTON  DISNEY,  ESQ.,  of  The  Hyde,  Ingatestone, 
is  descended  from  a  Lincolnshire  family  of  high  antiquity, 
who  were  seated  in  that  County  for  six  hundred  years  ere 
they  became  connected  with  Essex.      Of  an  early  ancestor,  Leland 
in  that  portion  of  his  Itinerary  devoted  to  the  Kesteven  division  of 
Lincolnshire,  thus  remarks  : — 

Disney,  alias  De  Iseney  :  he  dwelleth  at  Diseney  and 
of  his  name  and  line  be  gentilmen  of  Fraunce.  Ailesham 
Priory,  by  Thorney  Courtoise,  was  of  the  Disneys' 
foundation,  and  there  were  divers  of  them  buryed,  and 
likewise  at  Disney. 

Among  other  famous  members  of  this  ancient  family  was 
Lambert  De  Isney,  of  Norton  D'Isney,  in  Lincolnshire,  whose 
descendants  allied  themselves  in  marriage  with  the  families  of 
Lords  Grey  de  Ruthyn,  Bardolph,  Nevile,  Skipwiths  and  many 
others  of  high  station. 


The  first  of  the  Disneys  to  possess  The  Hyde  was  the 
present  owner's  ancestor  in  the  fourth  degree,  the  Rev.  John 
Disney,  D.D.,  a  Fellow  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  and  author  of 
the  Lives  of  Jortun  and  Sykes,  who  died  there  in  1816. 

From  his  son,  John  Disney,  the  property  passed  to  the 
latter's  only  surviving  son,  Edgar,  High  Sheriff  for  the  County  in 
1864,  and  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  on  his  death  in  1881  to  the 
late  Edgar  John  Disney,  Esq.,  a  Deputy  Lieutenant  and  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  Essex,  sometime  Captain  of  the  7th  Royal  Fusiliers 
and  Hon.  Colonel  of  the  3rd  Battalion  of  the  Essex  Regiment. 

Dying  in  1903,  this  gentleman  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest 
son  by  his  first  wife,  Lilias  Charlotte,  youngest  daughter  of  the 
late  Rev.  Henry  William  Buckley,  youngest  son  of  General  and 
Lady  Georgiana  Buckley,  Rector  of  Hartshorne,  in  Derbyshire, 
Edgar  Norton  Disney,  Esq. 

Born  in  1862,  and  educated  at  Haileybury  and  Pembroke 
College,  Oxford,  where  he  graduated  as  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
1884,  Mr.  Disney  married  in  1895  Lilian  Lee,  only  daughter  of  the 
late  Captain  Edward  Townshend,  J. P.,  of  Wincham  Hall, 
Cheshire,  and  has,  with  a  daughter  Eveline  Mary,  a  son,  Francis 
Norton,  born  in  1905. 

The  present  mansion.  The  Hyde,  was  built  in  1704  by 
Timothy  Brand,  High  Sheriff  of  Essex,  and  left  by  his  descendant 
to  the  Disneys.  The  house  was  altered  by  Sir  William  Chambers 
in  1760  when  the  present  hall  was  built. 

On  account  of  its  fine  proportions  alone,  this  apartment  is 
believed  to  be  one  of  the  best  that  the  County  contains.  Opposite 
the  front  door  is  a  gallery,  with  carved  miniature  pine  pillars,  in 
which  work.  Sir  William  Chambers  had  the  advantage  of  Adam's 
cooperation.  On  either  side,  the  walls  are  lined  with  family 
portraits  in  oils,  and  the  magnificent  oak  staircase  is  adorned  with 
small  carved  Corinthian  columns. 


The  mansion  is  pleasantly  situated  in  a  park  of  about  two 
hundred  acres,  well  timbered,  chiefly  with  oaks  and  elms.  A 
winding  lake  adds  further  to  its  natural  charm,  spanned  at  one 
end  by  a  chain  bridge,  which  claims  to  be  the  first  of  its  kind 
erected  within  an  English  park,  and  affords  a  picturesqe  vista  of  a 
really  beautiful  reach  of  water. 

The  views  are  particularly  beautiful,  backgrounded  by  the 
famous  High  Woods,  only  two  or  three  miles  distant,  and  compare 
favourably  with  some  of  the  most  charming  that  Essex  affords. 


Beecl)  Rill  park* 

jlrtDur  3ati)on  edioaras,  €$q.»  D.C,  3.P.«  B.B. 


BORN  in  1853,  Arthur  Janion  Edwards,  Esq.,  of  Beech   Hill 
Park,    picturesquely    situated   on   the  borders    of    Epping 
Forest,  is  one  of  the  chief  landowners  in  Waltham  Abbey 
parish,  and  a  County  Councillor  for  that  Division. 

The  eldest  son  of  the  late  Robert  Edwards,  Esq.,  of  Beech 
Hill  Park  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  late  Richard 
Janion,  Esq.,  of  Runcorn,  in  Cheshire,  Mr.  Edwards  received  his 
education  from  Harrow  and  Brasenose  College,  Oxford,  where  he 
took  his  B.A.  degree  in  1876,  and  three  years  later  was  called  to 
the  Bar  at  Lincoln's  Inn.  He  married  Hilda  Margaret,  daughter 
of  Robert  Tennant,  Esq.,  of  Scarcroft,  in  Yorkshire,  in  1880,  and 
has,  with  other  issue,  a  son,  Guy  Janion,  now  a  Lieutenant  in  the 
Coldstream  Guards,  who  was  born  in  1881,  and  educated  at  Eton 
and  Trinity  College,  Oxford. 


Beech  Hill  Park,  Mr.  Edwards'  charming  country  seat,  is  an 
imposing  mansion  in  the  Elizabethan  style  of  architecture, 
standing  within  an  estate  of  seven  hundred  acres.  Its  immediate 
surroundings  are  an  eloquent  testimony  to  the  beauty  of  Western 
Essex,  while  the  restored  Church,  including  all  that  is  left  of 
Waltham  Abbey,  the  County's  richest  foundation  and  the  last  of 
the  monastic  houses  to  surrender  to  Henry  VIII.  on  March  23rd, 
1540,  cannot  fail  to  interest  the  antiquarian.  The  vexed  problem 
as  to  what  portion  originally  belonged  to  the  ill-fated  Harold's 
Church  is  still  unsolved,  and  the  site  of  that  King's  grave  remains 
a  matter  of  speculation. 

Upwards  of  a  mile  distant,  over  the  Hertfordshire  border,  in 
the  quaint  old  market  town,  stands  the  beautiful  Queen  Eleanor 
Cross,  erected  by  command  of  Edward  I.  to  commemorate  one  of 
the  thirteen  stages  at  which  his  beloved  Queen's  body  rested,  on 
its  way  for  interment  at  Westminster. 

Mr.  Edwards  serves  Essex  as  a  Magistrate  and  a  Deputy 
Lieutenant,  and  in  1893  ^-^ly  filled  the  office  of  High  Sheriff. 

His  town  address  is  112,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.,  and  the 
Carlton  and  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Clubs  number  this  gentleman 
among  their  members. 


Messing  Park. 


n)e$$iiid  park,  Keluedon* 

lobn  edwara  Caldwell  €atoti,  e$4.«  m.R. 


BORN  at  Exleigh  House,  Tiverton,  in  Devon,  on  April  jtli,  1873, 
John  Edward  Caldwell  Eaton,  Esq.,  who  has  recently 
acquired  the  Messing  Park  estate,  comes  of  a  family  of 
cotton  spinners.  His  great-grandfather  was  the  inventor  of  the  self- 
acting  loom,  whilst  a  well-known  inventor  of  lace-making 
machinery,  John  Heathcoat,  of  Tiverton,  which  constituency  he 
represented  in  Parliament  with  Lord  Palmerston,  was  the  great- 
uncle  of  Mr.  Eaton's  father. 

From  Clifton  College,  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch 
went  to  King's  College,  Cambridge,  where  he  graduated  as 
Master  of  Arts. 

Of  late  years,  he  has  divided  his  time  between  England 
and  Sicily,  where  he  is  part  proprietor  of  an  estate  of  about  2,000 
acres,  chiefly  devoted  to  orange  and  olive  growing,  although  a 
portion  of  it  is  given  up  to  mixed  farming. 

In  the  course  of  extensive  travels,  Mr.  Eaton  has  had  ample 
opportunity  to  indulge  in  the  favourite  occupations  of  his  leisure 
hours,  mountaineering  and  shooting.     He  has  done  climbing  in 


three  Continents,  and  has  had  good  sport  among  the  Rockies  in 
the  Far  West,  whilst  his  Asiatic  experiences  include  a  practical 
acquaintance  with  Mt.  Sinai,  and  nearer  home,  he  has  enjoyed 
many  a  strenuous  day  among  the  Alps. 

Nor  does  his  connection  with  this  exhilarating  exercise  end 
here,  for  as  the  translator  of  works  on  Mountaineering  from  the 
Italian,  Mr.  J.  E.  C.  Eaton's  name  is  familiar  to  many. 

He  is  a  member  both  of  the  Alpine  and  United  University 
Clubs,  and  his  marriage  with  Miss  Phyllis  Marion  Gifford 
Withers  took  place  on  January  27th,  1913. 

The  ancient  names  of  Messing,  Massinges,  Methings,  or 
Meteinges,  have  been  variously  translated  by  authorities  to  mean 
Cow's  Pasture,  or  possibly  The  Field  of  Trampling,  in  allusion  to 
an  engagement  between  the  forces  of  Queen  Boadicea  and  the 
Roman  legions  prior  to  her  culminating  defeat  at  Ambresbury 
Banks.  In  the  days  of  the  Saxons,  Messing  was  held  by  a  freeman 
named  Ormar,  its  Norman  lord  at  the  time  of  the  Domesday 
Record  being  Roger  de  Ramis. 

Mr.  Eaton's  estate,  consisting  of  about  one  hundred  and  ten 
acres,  lies  a  short  distance  from  the  village,  picturesquely  situated 
on  the  northern  borders  of  Tiptree  Heath.  Ornamental  ponds 
add  to  the  beauty  of  the  quaint,  old-world  gardens,  and  beyond 
these,  stretches  of  well-wooded  parkland  and  covers,  complete  a 
charming  picture. 

The  mansion  is  evidently  of  ancient  date,  and  has  under- 
gone considerable  alteration  from  time  to  time  at  the  hands  of 
different  owners.  A  sundial  in  the  gardens  bears  the  date  i6g6, 
whilst  another  suggestive  hint  of  a  former  occupant  is  scratched 
on  the  glass  of  a  kitchen  cupboard  :— 

Elected  Coroner  1756, 
Married  1757 


and   the  oak  panelling  in  Mr.  Eaton's  own  den  certainly  belongs 
to  an  earlier  period  than  the  rest  of  the  house. 

Of  course,  it  may  well  be  that  these  evidences  originally 
belonged  elsewhere.  In  any  case,  until  quite  recently  the  property 
was  known  as  Hill  House. 

In  the  earlier  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the  latter 
appears  to  have  been  occupied  as  a  farmhouse,  until  1775,  when 
during  the  ownership  of  Mr.  Golding  Griggs,  it  underwent 
considerable  alterations  and  improvements  and  the  park  came 
into  being.  His  son,  John,  who  died  in  1830,  left  the  property  to 
the  Right  Rev.  Robert  Eden,  Bishop  of  Moray  and  Ross,  and 
formerly  Curate  of  Messing,  to  whom  the  gardens  and  grounds 
owe  much  of  their  present  beauty. 

It  was  Bishop  Eden,  too,  who  rebuilt  the  parish  Church  in 
memory  of  Mr.  Griggs,  whose  memorial  tablet  finds  place 
therein. 

A  friend  of  the  Bishop's,  Dr.  Maddy,  during  his  lengthy  term 
of  residence  at  Hill  House,  added  a  picture  gallery,  which  its 
subsequent  owner,  Richard  Edward  Rann,  Esq.,  M.A.,  J. P.,  a 
member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  utilized  as  a  private 
chapel,  until  the  time  of  Mr.  Eaton's  predecessor,  Mr.  Hampson, 
when  the  erstwhile  picture  gallery  was  pressed  into  service  as  a 
billiard  room,  and  the  change  in  the  name  of  the  house  took 
place. 


iUethersfkia  manor  Rouse. 

Sir  James  ?ortc$cue  Flannerp.  Bt.,  D).p.,  D.£..  3.P., 
m.lnst.C.e. 


BETWEEN  the  present  Lord  of  Wethersfield  Manor,  Sir 
Fortescue  Flannery,  Bt.,  and  its  twelfth  century  owner, 
Henry  de  Cornhill,  exists  an  unsuspected  link,  in  that  both 
rank  as  officers  of  the  City  of  London.  Sir  Fortescue  Flannery  at 
the  present  time  is  numbered  among  His  Majesty's  Lieutenants  for 
the  first  City  in  the  World,  whilst  to  Henry  de  Cornhill  belongs 
the  honour  of  having  acted  as  one  of  London's  first  bailiffs. 

Wethersfield's  next  owner  was  a  mighty  Crusader,  Hugh  de 
Neville,  to  whom  it  was  brought  in  marriage  by  Henry  de 
Cornhill's  daughter,  Joan,  in  1195.  Of  this  Hugh  de  Neville's 
prowess  in  the  Holy  Land,  where  he  accompanied  King  Richard  I. 


on  the  3rd  Crusade,  it  is  recorded  that  he  not  only  wounded  a  lion 
in  the  foreleg,  but  had  sufficient  strength  and  presence  of  mind  to 
stab  it  to  the  heart,  when  maddened  with  pain,  it  sprang  forward 
to  do  battle  at  close  quarters,  and  reared  itself  against  him. 

A  warrior  of  this  stamp  was  a  man  after  the  gallant 
Richard's  heart.  Many  were  the  honours  and  appointments  the 
King  showered  on  Hugh,  who,  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  English 
Forests,  Royal  Treasurer  and  Chief  Forester,  was  a  person  of  no 
little  importance  in  those  days.  The  fact  that  he  cheerfully  paid 
one  hundred  pounds,  a  much  larger  sum  at  that  time  than  now,  for 
licence  to  marry  Joan  de  Cornhill,  owing  to  the  lady  being  his 
second  wife,  argues  a  deep  attachment,  presumably,  on  his  part, 
for  Hugh  de  Neville  would  seem  to  be  too  well  endowed  with  this 
world's  goods  to  be  greatly  influenced  by  the  acquisition  of 
Wethersfield. 

The  manor  continued  for  a  considerable  period  with  Hugh's 
descendants,  among  the  most  noted  members  of  this  family  being 
his  son  and  successor,  Sollan,  the  author  of  the  celebrated  Testa  de 
Neville. 

The  eldest  surviving  son  of  the  late  Captain  John  Flannery, 
of  Seacombe,  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  late  James 
Kerr,  of  Stranraer,  the  subject  of  the  present  article  was  born  in 
Liverpool  on  December  i6th,  1851,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
engineering  fame  as  a  pupil  in  the  Britannia  Engine  Works  at 
Birkenhead.  Subsequently  he  was  appointed  Inspecting  Engineer 
under  Sir  E.  J.  Reed,  (formerly  Chief  Constructor  to  the  Royal 
Navy),  and  President  of  the  Institute  of  Marine  Engineers. 

At  the  present  time.  Sir  Fortescue  Flannery  is  the  head  of 
the  important  firm  of  Flannery,  Bagallay  &  Johnson,  Ltd.,  Marine 
Consulting  Engineers,  of  London,  Liverpool  and  Rotterdam,  and 
Examiner  in  Engineering  for  the  City  of  London  College.  Among 
other  important  positions  he  holds  that  of  a  Director  of  the  South 


Western  Bank,  and  is  an  Associate  of  Lloyd's.  He  ably  filled  the 
delicate  office  of  British  Commissioner  at  the  Brussels  International 
Exhibition  in  1897,  ^md  nine  years  later  held  a  similar  appoint- 
ment in  connection  with  that  of  Milan. 

The  honour  of  Knighthood  was  conferred  on  Sir  Fortescue 
Flannery  in  1899,  and  on  December  13th,  1904,  he  was  created  a 
Baronet. 

Politics  have  long  claimed  a  large  share  of  Sir  Fortescue 
Flannery 's  time.  He  was  returned  for  the  Shipley  Division  of  the 
West  Riding  from  1895- 1906  in  the  Liberal  Unionist  interests,  and 
since  1910  has  represented  the  Maldon  Division  of  Essex  at 
Westminster. 

In  his  profession  he  is  well  known  as  the  author  of  many 
valuable  papers  read  before  the  Institute  of  Naval  Architects  and 
the  Institution  of  Civil  Engineers,  and  despite  the  innumerable 
calls  on  his  time,  serves  the  Counties  of  Essex,  Surrey,  Kent  and 
London  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace.  In  such  leisure  as 
remains  to  him.  Sir  Fortescue  Flannery  finds  relaxation  in  some 
form  of  physical  exercise,  preferably  riding,  golf,  rowing  or 
cycling. 

By  his  marriage  on  November  25th,  1882,  with  Edith  Mary 
Emma,  daughter  of  Osborn  Jenkyns,  Esq.,  of  Ealing,  Middlesex,  he 
has,  with  two  daughters,  a  son,  Harold  Fortescue,  born  on 
December  13th,  1883,  and  now  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Eastern 
Mounted  Brigade  Ammunition  Column  of  the  Essex  Royal  Horse 
Artillery  Territorial  Force.  Mr.  H.  F.  Flannery  graduated  as  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge  in  1910. 

5,  Somers  Place,  Hyde  Park,  W.,  is  Sir  Fortescue  Flannery 's 
town  residence,  and  in  Surrey,  he  is  the  owner  of  another  seat, 
Gibson's  Hill,  Norwood.  The  Savage  and  Reform  Clubs  muster 
Sir  Fortescue  Flannery  among  their  members. 


Wethersfield  Manor  House,  the  Essex  seat  of  Sir  Fortescue 
Flannery,  is  charmingly  situated  within  well  kept  grounds  of 
about  two  hundred  acres,  in  the  ancient  parish  of  Wethersfield, 
some  eight  miles  to  the  east  of  Thaxted. 


Mrs.  John   Fenn. 


The  Late  Jolm  Feiin,  Esq. 


jlrakidD  Rail. 

l»r$.  jobn  ?enti. 


TM  LADY  of  French  extraction,  Mrs.  John  Fenn,  of  Ardleigh 
W%  Hall,  nee  Gertrude  Jane  Fresson,  comes  of  an  ancient  and 
distinguished  French  family,  dating  back  to  1519.  As 
evidenced  by  her  very  interesting  framed  genealogical  tree, 
hanging  in  the  hall  of  her  Essex  home,  Mrs.  Fenn's  predecessors  held 
important  positions  in  the  French  Court,  and  it  was  not  until  1820, 
when  her  grandfather,  Captain  Francis  Amable  Fresson,  who  was 
an  officer  in  the  60th  Royal  Rifles,  wooed  and  won  a  lady  from 
this  side  of  the  Channel,  that  there  was  any  English  blood  in  the 
family. 

Mrs.  Fenn's  marriage  with  the  late  John  Fenn,  Esq.,  son  of 
John  Green  Fenn,  of  Ardleigh,  took  place  in  i8go,  four  sons  and 
two  daughters  being  the  issue  of  this  union. 

On  the  death  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Fenn,  in  igog,  at  the  age 
of  seventy  two,  those  nearest  and  dearest  to  him  had  the  mournful 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  entire  neighbourhood  shared 
their      sorrow     for     the     loss     of     one,     whose     straightforward 


personality  had   endeared   him    to   all  with    whom  he   came   in 
contact. 

The  late  Mr.  Fenn,  who  was  the  head  of  the  important 
auctioneering  firm  of  Fenn  &  Co.,  Colchester,  (a  position  now 
occupied  by  his  eldest  son  and  successor,  also  John)  was  well 
known  in  hunting  circles,  as  a  keen  sportsman  and  a  straight 
rider  to  hounds,  his  love  of  England's  famous  sport  being  fully 
shared  by  his  wife.  Among  Mrs.  Fenn's  treasured  mementoes  are 
a  hunting  horn  in  the  Hall,  presented  to  her  late  husband  by  the 
late  Lieutenant  Maryon-Wilson,  in  1892,  and  a  photograph  of  a 
meet  of  his  beagles  in  front  of  Ardleigh  Hall,  showing  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fenn,  mounted,  in  company  with  Captain  Maryon-Wilson. 

Ardleigh  Hall,  originally  known  as  Piggott's  Hall,  is 
particularly  rich  in  old  oak,  as  regards  the  older,  that  is  the  back 
portion  of  the  house,  which,  with  its  five  picturesque  gables, 
presents  a  pleasing  exterior.  A  new  front,  containing  the  spacious 
modern  Drawing  and  Dining  Rooms  has  been  added,  the  Bay 
Windows  to  the  front  part  being  inserted  by  the  late  Mr.  J.  Fenn. 
Previous  to  this,  the  side  wherein  the  Study  is  situate,  had  been 
the  front,  and  the  outside  walls,  decorated  with  beautifully 
designed  stucco  were  covered  up,  perforce,  when  the  additions  were 
made.  Part  of  an  ancient  oak  window-frame,  which  had  to  be 
filled  in,  now  forms  a  carved  surrounding  for  the  portrait  of  its 
former  owner. 

Stately,  indeed,  is  the  effect  of  the  stout  old  oak  beams  in 
the  Study,  which  still  remain  in  their  original  roughly  hewn 
condition,  and  have  never  been  planed  or  cut.  An  upstairs 
corridor  is  particularly  well  panelled  in  old  oak,  as  well  as  the 
Bachelor's  Bedroom,  the  beauty  of  which  was  discovered, 
fortunately,  by  Mrs.  Fenn,  beneath  its  disfiguring  canvas  and 
paper,  and  these  incongruous  coverings  promptly  removed. 
Another  bedroom  is  floored   entirely  in  old  oak. 


Ardleigh  Hall  :  The  Drive. 


Among  other  interesting  features  of  the  house  is  a  small 
collection  of  pewter,  a  carved  oak  kneading  trough  and  salt  box 
of  great  age,  also  an  ancient  bronze  crematorium  urn. 

Portraits  of  Mrs.  Fenn's  ancestors  form  part  of  the  decoration 
of  the  Dining  Room,  and  in  the  Hall,  in  addition  to  that  lady's 
genealogical  tree  before  mentioned,  are  some  fine  Bavarian  horns, 
reminiscent  of  a  Continental  tour  of  Mrs.  Fenn's,  in  company  with 
her  late  husband.  Here,  too,  is  a  very  interesting  representation 
of  the  old  Roman  Road,  from  Colchester  to  Harwich,  a  copy  of 
the  original  now  in  the  Colchester  Museum,  in  which  "  Ardley  " 
finds  place. 

The  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  well  timbered  estate 
are  laid  out  to  great  advantage.  The  luxuriance  of  the  gardens 
reveals  the  true  flower  lover,  whilst  the  fine  old  elms  in  front  of  the 
house  and  a  sheet  of  ornamental  water  contribute  materially  to  a 
picturesque  whole.  Beyond  the  well-tended  lawns,  a  belt  of  trees, 
wherein  firs,  ash  and  elms  are  pleasingly  grouped,  makes  an 
effective  background. 

Both  stables  and  horses  reflect  the  care  and  attention 
devoted  to  them  by  their  owner,  and  Mrs.  Fenn's  love  of  pets  is 
further  evidenced  by  the  presence  of  many  finely  plumaged 
pheasants  in  a  long  run  placed  at  their  disposal. 

As  Vice-President  of  the  League  of  Mercy  for  the  Ardleigh 
district,  Mrs.  Fenn  has  done  good  work  for  the  cause  she  has  at 
heart,  and  recently  a  most  successful  fete  was  held  in  the  grounds 
at  Ardleigh  Hall,  at  which  the  Marchioness  of  Donegall  gave  an 
address. 

Mrs.  Fenn  was  the  instigator  of  the  Parish  Nurse  Fund  of 
which  sne  is  now  President,  and  to  which  to  the  memory  of  her 
late  husband  she  gave  £ioo,  so  that  the  poor  have  the  benefit  of 
one  of  the  most  needed  Institutions,  free  of  charge. 


The  township  of  Ardleigh  lies  about  midway  between 
Colchester  and  Manningtree  in  the  north  eastern  portion  of  the 
County.  It  is  mentioned  in  the  Domesday  Record,  and  derives 
antiquarian  interest  from  the  number  of  Paleolithic  implements 
discovered  within  the  parish,  now  forming  part  of  the  collection  in 
the  Colchester  Museum. 


fox  Rail,  Upminster 

3.  1.  eazdar,  €$a..  iD.fl. 


CHREE  years   ago,    the   old    world  beauty  of  Fox    Hall,  the 
property  of  Mr.  Rawlings  at  the  present  time,  attracted  the 
attention  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gazdar,  who  since  then  have  made 
it  their  residence. 

With  about  three  acres  of  beautiful  old  gardens,  wherein  a 
fish  pond  and  a  long  stretch  of  clipped  yew  hedge  recall  the  days 
of  yore,  which  countless  masses  of  roses,  in  summer  time,  fasten  by 
a  glowing  chain  of  colour,  as  it  were,  to  a  vivid  present,  the  house 
enjoys  many  lovely  pictures  of  its  flower  filled  surroundings.  The 
front  garden,  in  particular,  is  arrayed  in  a  wealth  of  bloom  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  and  a  side  wall,  facing  south  west,  ensures  a 
bountiful  supply  of  fruit. 

The  oldest  part  of  the  premises  at  the  back  bears  the 
following  initials  and  date  : — 

C 

M    M 
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but  unfortunately  the  fourth  figure  is  missing.  About  a  hundred 
years  ago,  it  would  appear  that  its  then  owners  constructed  the 
spacious  Drawing  Room  at  the  south  west  corner  of  the  house, 
commanding  picturesque  views  and  together  with  the  old  Dining 
Room,  on  the  north  west  side,  bearing  much  evidence  of  Adam's 
beautiful  work.  The  former  Drawing  Room,  a  richly  oak  panelled 
apartment,  is  now  converted  into  Mr.  Gazdar's  study.  A  charming 
old  staircase  adds  considerably  to  the  beauty  of  the  interior. 

The  acreage  of  this  property  is  less  at  the  present  time  than 
in  former  days,  for  until  some  twenty  nine  years  ago,  thirty  acres 
on  the  other  side  of  the  road,  now  included  in  Mr.  Joslin's  land, 
belonged  to  Fox  Hall. 

J.  J.  Gazdar,  Esq.,  a  Barrister-at-Law,  who  has  practised  in 
London  on  the  Chancery  side,  is  the  son  of  J.  J.  Gazdar,  Esq.,  and 
was  born  in  Bombay,  in  1845,  whence  he  received  his  education. 

Since  1868,  when  he  came  to  England,  Mr.  Gazdar  has  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  time  in  this  Country. 

His  marriage  with  Mary  White  took  place  in  1875,  and  he 
has  issue  two  daughters,  Gertrude  and  Maud  Gazdar. 
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Sir  Ulaltcr  Gilbcp.  Bt..  D.L.  3.P. 


O  man  has  done  more  than  Sir  Walter  Gilbey  to  popularize 
the  breed  of  the  Shire  Horse. 


Not  only  has  he  been  largely  instrumental  in  founding  the 
Shire  Horse  Society,  but  the  Hunters'  Improvement  Society  as  well 
as  that  of  the  Hackney  Horse  owe  their  foundation  in  great 
measure  to  his  valuable  assistance. 

The  Shire  Horse  Society  claimed  his  services  as  President  in 
1883,  and  again  fourteen  years  later,  in  1897,  and  for  five  years 
from  1889-1904,  Sir  Walter  acted  in  a  similar  capacity  for  both  the 
Hunters'  Improvement  and  Hackney  Horse  Societies.  Also,  as 
Founder  and  Chairman  of  the  London  Cart  Horse  Parade  Society, 
he  has  furthered  the  cause  he  has  in  hand. 

His  appointment  to  the  Council  of  the  Royal  Agricultural 
Society  of  England  took  place  in  1881.  Eight  years  later  saw 
Sir  Walter  one  of  its  Governors,  and  in  1896,  he  was  elected 
President. 


A  Member  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Horse  Breeding, 
Sir  Walter  was  the  author  of  the  shrewd  advice  by  which  the  sums 
previously  bestowed  by  the  late  Queen  Victoria  on  racing  plates 
were  diverted  to  the  more  useful  purpose  of  securing  improvement 
in  the  various  breeds  of  horses. 

The  fifth  son  of  the  late  Henry  Gilbey,  Esq.,  of  Bishops's 
Stortford,  over  the  Hertfordshire  borders  of  Essex,  find  his  wife, 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Bailey,  Esq.,  of  Stansted,  the  future 
Baronet  was  born  on  May  2nd,  183 1.  He  received  his  education 
from  private  sources  and  at  Bishop's  Stortford  School.  Sir 
Walter's  life  story  is  well  known.  He  left  an  estate  agent's  office 
for  that  of  a  Parliamentary  agent  in  Westminster,  and  on  the 
outbreak  of  the  Crimean  War,  entered  the  Army  Pay  Department, 
his  subsequent  experiences  including  a  period  of  service  on  the 
Asiatic  coast,  in  the  Convalescent  Hospital  on  the  Dardanelles. 

On  his  return,  he  put  in  hand  an  idea  that  had  long  been 
simmering  in  his  active  brain,  and  founded  the  now  widely  known 
firm  of  W.  &  A.  Gilbey,  Wine  Merchants,  which  was  turned  into 
a  Limited  Company  in  1893. 

On  November  3rd,  1858,  Sir  Walter,  to  give  him  his  present 
title,  married  Ellen,  4th  daughter  of  John  Parish,  Esq.,  of  Bishop's 
Stortford,  five  sons  and  four  daughters  being  born  of  this  union. 
His  heir,  Henry  Walter  Gilbey,  Esq.,  born  October  ist,  1859, 
married  in  1884,  Ella,  daughter  of  the  late  John  Coutts  Fowlie, 
Esq.,  of  Surbiton,  and  has  issue,  two  sons,  Walter  Ewart,  who 
married  Miss  Dora  Coysgarne  Sim  in  1912  and  Eric,  now  in  the 
Grenadier  Guards. 

Sir  Walter  Gilbey  is  well  known  as  a  writer  oa  Sport, 
Horse  Breeding  and  Agricultural  subjects.  Despite  the  numerous 
claims  on  his  valuable  time,  he  is  a  prolific  author,  and  among  the 
many  works  he  has  given  to  the  world  are  The  History  of  the  Great 
Horse,  or  War  Horse,  published  in  1888,  and  followed  ten  years 


later  by  The  Harness  Horse.  From  Thorough  Bred  and  other  Ponies, 
Small  Horses  in  Warfare  and  Hunter  Sires,  to  Notes  on  Alcohol, 
Farms  and  Small  Holdings,  Modern  Carnages  and  Early  Carriages 
and  Roads,  to  mention  only  a  few  of  the  works  that  have  emanated 
from  his  pen,  Sir  Walter  is  an  able  exponent  of  every  conceivable 
branch  of  his  favourite  subject. 

In  the  world  of  Art,  he  is  deeply  interested  in  animal 
painting,  and  owns  a  fine  collection  of  pictures  by  the  now  justly 
famed  George  Morland,  whose  genius  Sir  Walter  was  the  first  to 
discover.  His  two  volumes  on  The  Animal  Painters  of  England 
from  1650  and  The  Life  of  George  Stubbs,  R.A.  are  valuable  works 
of  their  kind. 

More  than  twenty  years  ago,  in  i8gi.  Sir  Walter  Gilbey's 
great  public  services  in  Horse  Breeding  and  Agricultural  circles, 
made  him  the  recipient  of  a  portrait  of  himself  and  his  wife,  the 
late  Lady  Gilbey,  painted  by  Orchardson,  and  presented  by  the 
late  King  Edward  VII.,  then  Prince  of  Wales,  on  behalf  of  1235 
subscribers.  Some  three  later,  on  September  4th  1893,  Sir  Walter 
Gilbey  was  created  the  first  Baronet  of  his  line. 

Elsenham  Hall,  his  picturesque  Essex  residence,  on  the 
borders  of  Hertfordshire,  is  a  fine  castellated  red  brick  mansion, 
well  situated  amid  seventy  acres  of  exquisitely  laid  out  grounds 
and  gardens.  In  addition  to  the  breeding  of  both  Shire  and 
Hackney  Horses  on  the  estate.  Sir  Walter  has  established  a  factory 
for  the  production  of  jam  and  lavender  water. 

Sir  Walter  Gilbey  is  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Elsenham  and 
patron  of  the  living.  The  village  is  now  connected  with  Thaxted 
by  a  light  railway.  The  Church  of  St.  Mary  the  Virgin,  near  the 
Hall,  owes  the  restoration  of  its  belfry  in  1910  to  Sir  Walter,  who, 
at  the  same  time,  had  the  bells  rehung.  In  1902,  a  much  needed 
cemetery,  with  chapel  attached,  was  bestowed  on  Elsenham,  from 
the  same  generous  source. 


Sir  Walter  Gilbey  is  numbered  among  the  Deputy  Lieu- 
tenants for  Essex,  and  serves  both  that  County  and  Hertfordshire 
as  a  Magistrate.  Throughout  his  life,  he  has  been  a  keen  all  round 
Sportsman,  and  in  i8g8  endowed  an  Agricultural  Lectureship  at 
Cambridge  University,  which  has  since  been  amalgamated  with 
other  finances  to  found  a  Chair  and  provide  for  further  study  of 
this  highly  important  subject. 


SDeering  RalL 

6up  Gilbcp,  esq.,  3.P. 


CHE  fifth  and  youngest  son  of  Sir  Walter  Gilbey,  Bt.,  and  his 
wife,   the   late   Ellen,   daughter  of  John    Parish,   Esq.,   of 
Bishop's  Stortford,    Guy    Gilbey,   Esq.,   of  Sheering    Hall, 
Harlow,  was  born  on  March  gth,  1868. 

Mr.  Gilbey,  who  was  educated  at  Harrow,  serves  his  County 
on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace,  and  in  Western  Essex,  which 
enjoys  an  enviable  reputation  for  good  hunting  country,  has 
shown  himself  as  keen  a  sportsman  as  the  rest  of  his  well-known 
family. 

His  marriage  with  Katharine  Thurlow,  daughter  of  the  late 
Henry  Merryweather,  Esq.,  of  Cromwell  Road,  S.W.,  took  place 
on  June  6th,  1902. 

The  Wellington  Club  numbers  Mr.  Guy  Gilbey  amongst  its 
members. 


mark  l)alL 

newman  Gllbep,  €sq.,  3. p. 


CUE  present  occupant  of  Mark  Hall,  in  Latton  Parish, 
adjoining  Harlow,  in  Western  Essex,  Newman  Gilbey,  Esq., 
has  been  in  residence  for  upwards  of  twenty  years.  The 
estate  is  the  property  of  Loftus  J.  W.  Arkwright,  Esq.,  of  Parndon 
Hall,  a  descendant  of  the  famous  inventor  of  the  Spinning  Frame, 
and  was  purchased  by  auction  by  Richard  Arkwright,  Esq.,  in 
1819,  for  his  son,  Joseph,  for  one  hundred  thousand  guineas. 

Mark  Hall  is  said  to  have  derived  its  name  from  one  de 
Merc,  an  under  tenant  of  Eustace  de  Boulogne  in  olden  times. 
The  mansion  dates  from  the  eighteenth  century,  and  is  pleasingly 
situated  within  an  extensive  and  well-wooded  park,  surrounded 
by  lovely  gardens,  wherein  stretches  of  soft  springy  lawns  tell  their 
own  tale  of  years  of  careful  attention. 

Close  to  the  Hall,  and  of  course  within  the  park,  stands  the 
picturesque  little  Church  of  St.  Mary  the  Virgin,  embowered  in 
trees,  wherein  among  much  else  that  is  interesting,  is  a  chapel 
built  by  Sir  Peter  Arderne,  Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  who  died 
in  the  early  part  of  Edward  IV.'s  reign,  having  founded  a  chantry 
here. 


Antiquarian  interest  centres  in  the  remains  of  a  conventual 
church  some  three  and  a  half  miles  distant,  in  this  parish, 
belonging  to  a  small  Austin  Priory,  of  twelfth  century  date.  The 
buildings  at  the  present  time  are  utilized  as  a  barn,  and  traces  of 
an  ancient  moat  can  still  be  seen. 

Evidences  of  Roman  occupation  have  also  been  found  in 
this  neighbourhood. 

A  member  of  a  well-known  Essex  family,  Newman  Gilbey, 
Esq.,  is  the  son  of  the  late  Alfred  Gilbey,  Esq.,  of  Wooburn  House, 
in  Buckinghamshire.  He  married  a  Spanish  lady,  Donna  Maria 
Victorina  de  Ysasi  in  1886,  and  has  issue  five  sons  and  two 
daughters. 

Mr.  Gilbey  is  a  Director  of  the  W.  &  A.  Gilbey  firm,  and 
serves  Essex  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace. 

His  chief  recreations  are  hunting  and  shooting,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Carlton  Club. 


UlDlteDaii.  BisDop's  Stortfora. 

CresDam  6llbep.  €$q.*  3.P. 


CHIRD  son  of  Sir  Walter  Gilbey,  Bt.,  Tresham  Gilbey,  Esq.,  of 
Whitehall,  Bishop's  Stortford,  was  born  on  August  6th, 
1862. 

As  the  editor  and  proprietor  of  Baily's  Magazine  of  Sports 
and  Pastimes,  joint-editor  of  Baily's  Fox-hunting  Directory  and  of 
a  fascinating  volume  entitled  The  History  of  the  Essex  Foxhounds, 
Mr.  Gilbey's  name  is  familiar  to  all  interested  in  sporting 
literature,  whilst  as  a  past  President  and  Member  of  the  Council 
of  The  Polo  Pony  Society,  a  Member  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Hurlingham  Club  and  on  the  Council  of  The  Polo  Pony 
Association,  he  has  proved  himself  a  true  son  of  his  distinguished 
father. 

Mr.  Gilbey  received  his  education  at  Harrow,  and  subse- 
quently contemplated  entering  the  legal  profession,  until  the  call 
of  journalism  became  irresistible. 


His  marriage  with  Annie  Sarah,  only  child  of  Sir  John 
Barker,  Bt.,  of  The  Grange,  Bishop's  Stortford,  took  place  on 
April  29th,  1886. 

Mr.  Gilbey,  who  has  been  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace 
for  Hertfordshire  since  i8gg,  finds  his  chief  relaxation  in  hunting, 
shooting  and  polo,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Hurlingham,  Orleans 
and  Ranelagh  Clubs. 


Biak(^  l)aiL 

Ulilliam  BuckUp  eiadstone,  €$q. 


CHE  present  tenant  of  Major  George  E.  Capel  Cure's  picturesque 
mansion,  Blake    Hall,    pleasantly    situated    within   about 
ninety  acres  of  grounds,  in  Bobbingworth  parish,  in  Western 
Essex,  is  William  Buckley  Gladstone,  Esq. 

Nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century's  experience  of  Indian  life 
stands  to  Mr.  Gladstone's  credit.  He  was  appointed  Sheriff  of 
Calcutta  in  1899,  and  has  done  good  work  for  the  Empire  as 
Member  of  the  Council  of  the  Government  of  Bengal,  President  of 
the  Bank  of  that  same  Province  and  Vice  President  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  whilst,  as  a  partner  in  the  important  firm  of 
Gillanders,  Arbuthnot  &  Co.,  of  Calcutta,  and  the  corresponding 
London  firm  of  Ogilvy,  Gillanders  &  Co.,  there  is  little  respecting 
Oriental  manners  and  customs  that  he  does  not  know. 

From  his  school  and  college  days,  Mr.  Gladstone  has  been 
fond  of  sport.  During  his  first  term  at  Eton,  he  gained  the  house 
colours  for  football,  whilst  at  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  he 
enjoyed  considerable  reputation  as  an  oarsman  and  the  winner  of 
several  races,  rowing  bow  in  the  3rd  Trinity  Eight. 


As  the  founder  of  the  Park  Cricket  Club,  he  has  put  his 
interest  in  this  great  national  game  into  concrete  form.  At  the 
present  time,  Mr.  Gladstone's  chief  relaxations  are  Shooting  and 
Fishing.  His  skill  as  a  marksman  won  the  Calcutta  Gun  Club 
Shield  as  well  as  the  President's  Cup,  which  is  open  to  all  India, 
and  he  has  had  his  share  of  big  game  shooting. 

Born  in  Manchester,  in  1856,  William  Buckley  Gladstone, 
Esq.,  is  the  second  son  of  the  late  Murray  Gladstone,  Esq.,  formerly 
one  of  the  Magistrates  for  that  great  centre  of  the  Cotton  Trade. 
His  marriage  with  Alicia  Sidney,  daughter  of  Sir  Stewart  Bayley, 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  Bengal,  has  given  him,  with  other  issue,  a 
son  and  heir,  Keith,  born  in  iSgi. 

Mr.  Gladstone  is  a  member  of  the  Ranelagh,  Wellington, 
Prince's  and  Roehampton  Clubs. 


RplandSt  Cbelmsford* 

sir  Daniel  Fulfbope  6oocb.  Bt.,  3,P. 


BYLANDS,  in  Widford  parish,  the  seat  of  Sir  Daniel  Gooch, 
Bt.,    about   two   miles   from   Chelmsford,  is,   as   its  name 
sufficiently   indicates,   commandingly   situated    in    a   well 
.  timbered   and  extensive  park   of  nearly  six  hundred  acres  ;  and, 
occupying  an  almost  central  position  in  Essex,  affords  wide  views 
of  the  surrounding  country. 

From  the  ample  stretches  of  exquisitely  kept  lawn 
immediately  surrounding  the  house  to  the  well-tended-gardens 
and  wide  expanse  of  the  park  beyond,  all  bears  that  air  of  dignified 
repose  inseparable  from  an  historic  past. 

True,  the  present  commodious  mansion  was  rebuilt  on  a 
grand  scale  about  1848  by  that  great  ironmaster,  Mr.  Atlwood, 
and  after  his  ruin  by  disastrous  speculation,  disposed  of  to  the  late 
Arthur  Pryor,  by  whose  generosity  the  Church  of  St.  Mary  in 
Widford  parish  was  entirely  rebuilt  in  1862  ;  but  the  original 
Hylands  was  erected  by  that  famous  eighteenth  century  lawyer, 
the  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Comyns,  Kt.,  Justice  of  the  Common 
Pleas  from  1735-6  and  appointed  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the 
Exchequer    in    1738,   a   member   of   an   Essex    family   seated   at 


Dagenham.  Dying  two  years  later,  Sir  John  was  succeeded  by  his 
nephew,  John,  whose  son  was  in  occupation  of  Hylands  at  the  end 
of  the  eighteenth  century.  Later,  it  was  the  residence  of  Cornelius 
Kortwright,  and  subsequently  of  P.  C.  Labouchere,  Esq.,  who 
made  many  improvements  to  the  former  house  and  grounds. 

Among  early  owners  of  Widford,  the  Wideford  of  ancient 
records,  was  Edmund  of  Woodstock,  Earl  of  Kent  and  6th  son  of 
Edward  I.  whose  influence  was  so  feared  by  the  Government 
during  the  minority  of  his  nephew,  Edward  III.,  that  they  contrived 
his  execution  on  a  flimsy  charge  of  treason.  Ostensibly  rumour 
killed  this  royal  Prince.  For,  although  the  horrible  death  of 
Edward  II. is  now  a  generally  accepted  fact,  the  early  years  of  his 
young  son,  Edward  III.'s  reign,  were  full  of  whispers  of  the 
unfortunate  Edward  II. 's  continued  existence  in  confinement,  which 
to  serve  their  own  ends,  those  in  office  saw  fit  to  countenance,  and 
the  unhappy  Earl  was  arrested  for  conspiring  to  reinstate  his  elder 
brother  on  the  throne. 

The  Gooch  family  came  originally  from  Beccles,  in  Suffolk, 
and  from  the  marriage  of  John  Gooch,  the  present  Baronet's 
ancestor  in  the  4th  degree,  with  Barbara,  daughter  of  Michael 
Longridge,  of  Walbottle,  in  Northumberland,  dates  its  connection 
with  this  well-known  house,  which  was  further  strengthened  by 
the  union  of  his  son,  also  John  Gooch,  of  Bedlington,  in  1805, 
with  Anna,  daughter  of  Thomas  Longridge,  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

It  was  at  Bedlington  Iron  Works  that  their  third  son, 
Daniel,  subsequently  the  ist  Baronet  of  his  line,  passed  his 
boyhood.  The  future  great  civil  engineer  enjoyed  the  friendship 
of  both  Stephenson  and  his  son,  Robert,  who  frequently  visited  his 
parents,  and  prior  to  leaving  for  Tredegar,  in  order  to  familiarize 
himself  with  Welsh  methods  of  iron-making,  studied  for  a  time 
under  Robert  Stephenson.  In  1835,  Daniel  Gooch  returned  to  the 
North,  and  found  employment  in  Stephenson's  works. 


It  was  owing  to  Brunei's  recommendation  that,  three  years 
later,  he  received  the  appointment,  (which  he  held  for  twenty 
seven  years,)  of  Locomotive  Superintendent  to  the  Great  Western 
Railway,  then  in  its  infancy.  The  first  twenty  three  miles  of  the 
line  were  opened  in  June  1838,  and  it  is  an  open  secret  that  young 
Gooch's  enthusiasm  not  only  led  him  to  spend  most  of  his  days 
devising  improvements  to  engines  and  carriages,  but  to  devote  the 
greater  part  of  his  nights  to  repairing  working  locomotives  as 
well.  Such  whole-hearted  efforts  had  their  reward,  and  Gooch's 
engines  easily  claimed  a  first  place  among  Railway  Companies  for 
both  safety  and  speed. 

The  story  of  the  Gr»at  Western's  success  makes  a  fascinating 
page  of  Engineering  history.  Its  broad  gauge,  the  subject  of  so 
much  conflict  during  Sir  Daniel's  life,  was  finally  dispensed  with 
in  1892. 

In  his  fiftieth  year.  Sir  Daniel  began  his  twenty  years' 
Parliamentary  representation  of  Cricklade,  the  newsof  his  election 
being  conveyed  to  him  when  on  board  "The  Great  Eastern"  during 
an  early  attempt  to  achieve  the  great  success  that  brought  him  his 
Baronetcy  in  1866  :— the  laying  of  the  Atlantic  Cable.  The  first 
message  flashed  through  is  eminently  characteristic  of  the  man  :— 

Mr.  Gooch  has  the  pleasure  to  inform  Lord  Stanley 
that  the  Newfoundland  Shore  end  of  the  Atlantic  Cable 
was  laid  to  day  and  most  perfect  communication 
established  between  England  and  America.  God  grant 
it  may  be  a  lasting  source  of  benefit  to  our  country. 

From  1865,  too,  dates  Sir  Daniel  Gooch's  Chairmanship  of 
the  Great  Western  Railway,  an  office  he  continued  to  hold  until 
his  death  on  October  15th,  1889,  at  which  time  the  stock  stood  at 
160. 

Another  project  that  aroused  Sir  Daniel's  deep  interest  was 
the  making  of  the  Severn  Tunnel,  opened  in  1886  after  years  of 
strenuous  work. 


Sir  Daniel  Gooch  was  twice  married,  and  by  his  first  wife, 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Henry  Tanner,  of  Bishopswearmouth,  had 
four  sons  and  two  daughters.  His  eldest  son.  Sir  Henry  Daniel 
Gooch,  succeeded  his  father  as  2nd  Baronet.  At  his  death  on 
June  24th,  1897,  the  title  passed  to  his  only  son  by  his  wife,  Mary 
Kelsall,  daughter  of  Joseph  Rodney  Croskey,  of  Philadelphia,  Sir 
Daniel  Fulthorpe  Gooch,  3rd  and  present  Baronet. 

Born  on  May  25th,  i86g.  Sir  Daniel  entered  Trinity  Hall, 
Cambridge,  as  an  undergraduate  in  due  course,  and  married  on 
June  23rd,  1896,  May  Winifred,  only  daughter  of  the  late  Edward 
William  Munro,  Esq.,  of  Clewer  Hill,  and  has,  with  other  issue 
a  son,  born  in  1897,  Lancelot  Daniel  Edward,  a  Naval  Cadet,  who 
received  his  training  from  the  Royal  Naval  College  at  Osborne. 

Sport,  in  its  many  forms,  affords  Sir  Daniel  Gooch  his  chief 
relaxation,  his  preference  being  especially  given  to  Yachting  and 
Motoring,  Shooting  and  Fishing. 

Sir  Daniel  Gooch  is  one  of  the  chief  landowners  in  Widford, 
and  patron  of  the  living.  He  serves  Berkshire  on  the  Commission 
of  the  Peace,  and  was  on  the  roll  of  High  Sheriff  for  the  year  igo8. 

The  Bath  and  Boodles'  Clubs  as  well  as  that  of  Kildare 
Street,  Dublin  number  Sir  Daniel  Gooch  among  their  members. 


UlluenDoe  park. 

CDarles  eamund  6oocl),  €$q.,  3. p. 


CHARLES  EDMUND  GOOCH,  Esq.,  of  VVivenhoe  Park,  near 
Colchester,  is  well-known  to  the  Essex  Conservative  Parly, 
by  reason  of  his  valuable  services  as  Chairman  of  the 
Conservative  and  Unionist  Organisation  Committee  for  the 
Harwich  Division,  as  well  as  a  member  of  the  Colchester  Con- 
servative Committee.  Mr.  C.  E.  Gooch  also  devotes  further  time 
to  the  public  work  of  his  County  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Born  in  London  on  February  5th,  1870,  the  subject  of  the 
present  sketch  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  Charles  Cubitt  Gooch, 
Esq.,  and  received  his  education  from  Eton  and  Balliol  College, 
Oxford. 

By  his  marriage  on  April  29th,  1901,  with  Eleanor  Margaret, 
daughter  of  the  late  David  Watson,  Esq.,  of  Edinburgh,  he  has 
one  son  and  one  daughter,  the  former,  Charles  Michael  David, 
was  born  in  1903,  and  the  latter.  Marguerite  Eleanor  Mary  Agnes, 
nearly  four  years  later,  in  1907. 


Wivenhoe  Park,  which  consists  of  about  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres,  well  timbered  and  stocked  with  deer,  and  bordered 
by  the  River  Colne,  lies  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Wivenhoe. 
This  property  formerly  belonged  to  the  Beriff  family,  and  about 
1740,  was  acquired  by  Sir  Isaac  Rebow,  Kt.,  and  sometime  M.P. 
for  Colchester,  a  seat  that  was  held  later  by  his  grandson,  Isaac 
Martin  Rebow,  Colonel  of  the  Essex  Militia,  The  latter  gentleman 
rebuilt  the  house,  after  the  style  of  Chelsea  Hospital ;  but  later,  it 
was  converted  by  John  Gurdon  Rebow  into  an  Elizabethan 
structure. 

Like  the  Church  of  St.  Mary  the  Virgin  at  Wivenhoe,  the 
mansion  suffered  from  the  effects  of  the  earthquake  in  1884. 

Mr.  Gooch's  charming  country  seat  has  another  claim  to 
interest,  in  having  been  the  resting  place  of  one  of  Grinling 
Gibbons'  most  famous  works,  of  which  there  is  a  drawing  in 
Colchester  Museum,  the  subject  being  The  Stoning  of  St.  Stephen. 
This  exquisite  work  of  art,  executed  in  three  blocks  of  lance  ^vood, 
was  acquired  from  Gibbons  by  Charles  II.,  by  him  presented  to  the 
Duke  of  Chandos,  and  was  formerly  among  the  treasures  at 
Cannons. 


m 


iUetbersfkia  place* 

Colonel  Ulilllam  Gordon,  3.P. 

ON  the   Commission  of  the  Peace  for  Essex  since  1907,  and  on 
that   for    Belfast   for   the   past    thirty    two   yeais,    Colonel 
William  Gordon,  the  owner  of  Wethersfield  Place,  Wethers- 
field,  nearly  seven  miles  from  Braintree,  is  the  only  son  of  the  late 
Captain  Charles  Gordon,  of  the  74th  Bengal  Native  Infantry. 

Born  in  1843  and  educated  at  Cheltenham  College,  Colonel 
Gordon  formerly  commanded  the  ist  Battalion  of  the  Black  Watch 
and  retired  from  active  service  in  igoo. 

He  married  in  1871,  Edith,  daughter  of  William  Rouse,  Esq., 
of  Burley  House,  in  Yorkshire,  and  has,  with  other  issue,  a  son, 
now  a  Captain  in  his  father's  old  Regiment,  Charles  William  Eric 
Gordon,  born  in  1878. 

The  Army  and  Navy  Club  numbers  Colonel  Gordon 
amongst  its  members. 


Barrington  RalL 

ilirrcd  Rcnrp  6o$litid,  e$q. 


£ORD  of  the  Manor  of  Hatfield  Broadoak,  or  Hatfield  Regis, 
five  and  a  half  miles  from  Bishops  Stortford  and  seven  miles 
from    Harlow,   Alfred    Henry   Gosling,   Esq.,  of  Barrington 
Hall,  is  the  fifth  son  of  the  late  Robert  Gosling,  Esq.,  of  Hassobury, 
and  his  second  wife,  Eleanor  Spencer,  daughter  of  the  late  Spencer 
Smith,  Esq.,  of  Brooklands,  in  Hampshire. 

Born  on  January  gth,  1874,  Mr.  Gosling  received  his 
education  from  Eton,  and  has  had  his  experience  of  active 
campaigning,  having  served  with  the  Imperial  Yeomanry  during 
the  late  War  in  South  Africa. 

By  his  marriage  in  igo6  with  Gwladys  Dorothy,  daughter 
of  the  late  Henry  Lloyd,  Esq.,  of  Pitsford  Hall,  in  Northampton- 
shire, he  has  a  son  and  heir,  Cecil  Henry,  born  in  1910. 


Hatfield  Regis,  as  its  name  implies,  once  formed  part  of  the 
King's  demesne,  the  remains  of  a  veteran,  known  as  the  "  Doodle 
Oak,"  in  Hatfield  Forest,  (since  1855  represented  by  about  one 
thousand  acres  of  enclosed  land)  accounting  for  its  more  general 
name  of  Broadoak. 

As  early  as  the  days  of  King  Ethelred,  father  of  Edward  the 
Confessor,  the  Barentons  were  custodians  of  this  forest,  and  they 
are  said  to  have  been  seated  at  old  Barrington  Hall  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  I. 

Thomas  Barrington  filled  the  office  of  Sheriff  for  Essex  and 
Hertfordshire  in  1451,  and  in  161 1  a  baronetcy  was  conferred  upon 
another  member  of  the  family,  Francis.  This  title  became 
extinct  on  the  death  of  Sir  Fitzwilliam  Barrington,  loth  Bt., 
in  1836. 

After  the  suppression  of  the  wealthy  Bendictine  Priory  here, 
which  had  been  founded  in  11 35  by  Aubrey  de  Vere,  father  of  the 
ist  Earl  of  Oxford,  Thomas  Noke  received  a  grant  of  its  site  and 
revenue,  and  from  his  son,  Robert,  the  property  was  acquired  in 
1564  by  another  Thomas  Barrington. 

The  powerful  family  of  the  De  Gernons  were  the  first  after 
the  (Conquest  to  hold  the  Royal  Manor  of  Hatfield,  which  in  the 
thirteenth  century,  was  granted  to  Isabella  de  Bruce,  who  resided 
at  Bromsho  Bury,  now  an  interesting,  moated  old  farmhouse  ;  and 
her  son,  Robert,  Earl  of  Carrick,  appears,  too,  to  have  been  for 
some  time  in  residence.  Later,  their  claim  to  the  throne  of 
Scotland  caused  this  family  to  forfeit  their  English  property. 

The  manorial  rights  passed  to  the  De  Bohuns,  Staffords  and 
Rich  families,  and  were  afterwards  acquired  by  Sir  Francis 
Barrington,  with  whose  descendants  they  remained  for  a  lengthy 
period. 


The  Barringtons  subsequently  made  the  old  Priory  their 
chief  residence,  and,  considerable  restorative  work  being  necessary, 
Sir  Charles  Barrington,  5th  Bt.,  Vice  Admiral  of  Essex  and  seven 
times  returned  to  Parliament  as  a  Knight  of  the  Shire,  sent  a 
surveyor  down  from  town,  to  report  on  the  state  of  the  structure  ; 
but,  through  some  inconceivable  misunderstanding,  the  latter 
promptly  demolished  the  historic  building  altogether. 

Dying,  without  issue,  Sir  Charles  left  his  Essex  property  to 
his  sister,  Mrs.  Shales,  and  her  family.  The  eldest  son  predeceased 
his  father,  and  the  second,  who,  after  his  succession  in  1734,  was 
known  as  John  Shales  Barrington,  began  the  present  mansion, 
Barrington  Hall,  on  a  site  a  little  to  the  north  of  the  old  Priory. 
However,  it  was  never  finished  by  him,  and  strangely  enough,  it 
remained  in  its  incomplete  state,  and  of  course,  uninhabited,  until 
1863,  when  it  was  considerably  reduced  in  size  and  converted  into 
a  commodious  country  seat. 

Well  situated,  within  a  finely  timbered  park  of  some  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres,  the  mellowed  tones  of  the  brick  work, 
with  stone  dressings,  are  given  their  full  value  by  so  attractive  a 
background. 

Mr.  Gosling  is  one  of  the  chief  landowners  in  this 
picturesque  Essex  district,  which  is  generally  speaking,  well 
wooded,  and  like  the  rest  of  this  County,  peculiarly  rich  in 
wild  flowers. 

The  ancient  parish  Church  of  St.  Mary,  at  Hatfield  Broad- 
oak,  dates  chiefly  from  the  fifteenth  century,  but  includes  a  portion 
of  the  old  conventual  church  belonging  to  the  Priory.  Here,  in 
addition  to  a  mutilated  figure,  believed  to  represent  Robert  de 
Vere,  3rd  Earl  of  Oxford,  who  died  in  122 1,  is  a  library,  containing 
about  four  hundred  volumes,  all  collected  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
seventeenth  century.      In  the  Churchyard,  stands  the  marble  tomb 


of  the  first  and  last  Lord  Rookwood,  formerly  of  Down  Hall,  and 
his  second  wife,  Lady  Eden.  His  lordship,  who  generously  gave  a 
new  wing  to  the  Cottage  Hospital  at  Hatfield  in  1892,  the  same 
year  he  was  raised  to  the  Peerage,  was  previously  widely  known 
as  Sir  Henry  John  Selwin  Ibbetson.  Bt. 

Mr.   Gosling    is    a   member    of    Boodle's  and   Wellington 
Clubs. 


l>a$$oburp. 

Robert  Cunlim  eosling,  €sq.«  D.£.«  3.P.,  B.jl. 


CHE  present  head  of  his  well  known  family,  Robert  Cunliffe 
Gosling,   Esq.,  of    Hassobury,   near   Bishops  Stortford,   in 
Farnham  parish,  bears  the  same  christian  name  as  many 
past   generations  of  his  race,  his  direct   ancestors   having    been 
almost  invariably  named  Robert. 

The  earliest  member  of  the  family  on  record,  Robert 
Gosling,  who  died  about  1674,  was  succeeded  by  a  son  and 
grandson  of  the  same  name,  the  last  mentioned  Robert  being  the 
father  of  Sir  Francis  Gosling,  Kt.,  a  prominent  London  banker  of 
his  day,  and  a  second  son,  Robert,  of  Hassobury,  Mr.  Gosling's 
ancestor  in  the  fourth  degree. 

Robert  of  Hassobury 's  son  and  successor,  William,  of  Roe- 
hampton,  in  Surrey,  also  a  banker,  broke  the  almost  unvarying 
line  of  Roberts,  and  connected  his  own  with  an  ancient  family  of 
Saxon  origin  by  his  marriage  with  Margaret  Elizabeth,  daughter 
and  co-heir  of  Sir  Ellis  Cunliffe,  ist  Bt.,  sometime  Liverpool's 
representative  at  Westminster.  The  second  son  of  this  union, 
Robert,  of  Botley's  Park,  Surrey,  and   Hassobury,  Mr.  Gosling's 


grandfather,  followed  his  father's  profession,  and  was  pricked  for 
the  Shrievalty  of  Surrey  in  1854.  By  his  marriage  on  July  13th, 
1S26,  with  Georgina  Vere,  youngest  daughter  of  the  Right  Hon. 
John  Sullivan  and  Lady  Henrietta  Anne  Barbara,  second  daughter 
of  George,  3rd  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire,  he  had,  with  other  issue, 
a  son,  Robert,  of  Hassobury,  born  in  1831,  the  father  of  the  subject 
of  the  present  article. 

The  late  Robert  Gosling,  Esq.,  who  died  in  1905,  was  twice 
married,  Mr.  Robert  Cunliffe  Gosling  being  the  eldest  son  of  a 
large  family  by  the  second  wife,  Eleanor  Spencer,  daughter  of  the 
late  Spencer  Smith,  Esq.,  of  Brooklands,  in  Hampshire. 

The  late  Mr.  Gosling  was  a  good  friend  to  both  Essex  and 
Hertfordshire,  he  ably  filled  the  ofRce  of  Sheriff  for  the  former 
County  in  1871,  and  was  numbered  among  its  Deputy  Lieutenants, 
whilst  he  rendered  further  service  to  both  Counties  on  the  Com- 
mission of  the  Peace. 

Robert  Cunliffe  Gosling,  Esq.,  his  eldest  son,  was  born  on 
June  15th,  1868.  Eton  and  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  afforded 
him  his  education.  High  Sheriff  for  Essex  in  1902,  three  years 
before  he  succeeded  to  the  Hassobury  property,  Mr.  Gosling  at  the 
present  time  fills  the  other  public  positions  held  by  his  late 
father. 

He  is  Lord  of  the  Manor  and  chief  landowner  in  Farnham, 
or  Fernham  parish,  some  two  miles  to  the  west  of  Stansted,  on  the 
Hertfordshire  borders  of  the  County. 

Within  the  Church  of  St.  Mary,  entirely  rebuilt  in  1859  at 
the  cost  of  Mr.  Gosling's  grandfather  and  the  late  Rector,  the  Rev. 
W.  J.  Copeland,  are  many  memorial  windows  to  this  family, 
and  a  new  organ  was  presented  in  i8go  in  memory  of  Miss  Edith 
Gosling. 

Mr.  Gosling's  town  residence  is  28,  Portland  Place,  W. 


Dpnes  mu  Great  maplesteaa. 

CDomas  Spencer  eoslitid*  €$q. 


DYNES   Hall,    Great    Maplestead,    the  property  of   C.  F.  D. 
Sperling,  Esq.,  and  now  the  residence  of  Thomas  Spencer 
Gosling,  Esq.,  lies  within  a  finely  timbered  park,  the  estate 
consisting  of  some  five  hundred  acres. 

Erected  in  the  Queen  Anne  style,  but  with  an  Elizabethan 
western  wing,  the  handsome  brick  mansion  may  be  said  to  date 
from  1575. 

Great  Maplestead,  some  two  miles  from  Hedingham,  has 
another  claim  to  interest  in  its  Early  Norman  Church  of  St.  Giles, 
within  which  are  imposing  monuments  to  Sir  John  Deane, 
formerly  of  Dynes  Hall,  who  died  in  1625,  and  his  wife,  Anne,  who 
survived  him  eight  years. 

Born  on  October  14th,  1877,  Thomas  Spencer  Gosling,  Esq., 
is  the  seventh  son  of  the  late  Robert  Gosling,  Esq.,  of  Hassobury, 
and  his  second  wife,  Eleanor  Spencer  Smith,  and  thus  the  younger 
brother  of  Captain  S.  F.  Gosling,  M.F.H.,  of  New  Hall,  Harlow. 


Danburp  park,  Chelmsford. 

Capt.  Cbe  Bon.  mmn  Betirp  Fulke  eKOille,  m.V.O.,  D.C,  3.p. 


TH  LATE  Major  and  Honorary  Lieut. -Colonel  of  the  Warwick- 
Pi     shire  Imperial  Yeomanry  and  formerly   a   Captain   of   the 

King's  Royal  Rifle  Corps,  Captain  the  Hon.  Alwyn  H.  F. 
Greville  is  the  second  son  of  the  late  George  Guy,  4th  Earl  of 
Warwick,  and  younger  brother  of  the  5th  and  present  Earl. 

Born  on  February  gth,  1854,  and  educated  at  Marlborough, 
Captain  Greville,  like  other  members  of  his  family,  has  long  been 
a  familiar  figure  at  Court.  At  the  present  time  he  holds  the 
position  of  Extra  Equerry  to  His  Majesty,  King  George  V.,  and 
from  igoi-io  filled  a  similar  office  to  the  late  King,  Edward  VII., 
whilst  from  1884-8,  Captain  Greville  was  Equerry-in-Waiting  to 
the  late  Duke  of  Clarence.  Among  other  important  positions  he 
has  held  are  those  of  Private  Secretary  to  Queen  Alexandra  and 
Aide-de-Camp  to  Earl  Spencer,  from  1884-5,  during  his  Lord 
Lieutenancy  of  Ireland.  In  1902  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch 
was  made  a  Member  of  the  4th  Class  of  the  Royal  Victorian 
Order. 

By  his  marriage  in  1888  with  Mabel  Elizabeth  Georgina, 
only  daughter  of  Ernald  Mosley  Smith,  Esq.,  of  Selsdon  Park, 
Captain  Greville  has,  with  other  issue,  a  son,  Charles  Henry,  born 
in  i88g,  educated  at  Eton  and  now  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Grenadier 
Guards. 

Captain  Greville's  Essex  seat,  Danbury  Park,  is  charmingly 
situated  within  a  finely  wooded  estate  of  three  hundred  acres, 
further  diversified  by  no  less  than  six  acres  of  water. 


In  1845,  at  the  beginning  of  the  thirty  years'  rule  of  the 
Bishops  of  Rochester  over  Essex,  Danbury  Park,  was  acquired  by 
the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  as  an  Episcopal  residence.  An 
earlier  tie  with  the  Church  is  instanced  in  the  history  of  Danbury 
or  Runsells  Manor,  in  Danbury  parish,  which  at  one  time  was  a 
"peculiar"  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  under  the 
spiritual  rule  of  the  Dean  of  Bocking. 

Danbury,  about  five  miles  from  Chelmsford,  enjoys  the 
distinction  of  occupying  the  highest  hill,  (365  feet)  in  Essex,  on 
wliich  remains  of  an  ancient  camp  may  still  be  seen.  Its  name  is 
derived  from  its  period  of  occupation  by  the  Danes,  but  the  old 
earthwork  is  considered  by  some  authorities  to  be  of  earlier 
origin,  probably  British. 

On  the  summit  of  the  hill,  the  fine  old  Church  of  St.  John 
the  Baptist  forms  a  convenient  land  mark  for  the  surrounding 
country.  It  has  seen  many  restorations,  and  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
IV.  was  greatly  injured  by  lightning,  an  experience  repeated  in 
1750,  when  a  portion  of  its  lofty  spire  was  destroyed  in  a  similar 
manner.  Among  much  else  that  is  interesting,  is  a  fine  stained 
window,  the  gift  of  Bishop  Claughton  in  commemoration  of  his 
Jubilee,  and  three  wooden  effigies  of  cross-legged  knights  in  chain 
armour,  believed  to  be  members  of  the  old  St.  Clere  family,  whilst 
the  liistorian,  Wright,  gives  a  vivid  account  of  the  discovery  in 
1779,  of  well-preserved  remains  enclosed  within  a  leaden  coffin, 
that  in  its  turn  gave  place  to  one  of  elm,  within  which  was  the 
shell,  wherein  reposed  all  that  was  mortal  of  an  ancient  knight  of 
high  degree,  supposed  to  have  been  one  of  the  Knights  Templars. 

Captain  Greville  is  one  of  the  chief  landowners  in  Danbury 
parish,  and  serves  Essex  as  a  Magistrate  and  Deputy  Lieutenant. 

His  town  residence  is  52,  South  Audley  St..  W.,  and  the 
Marlborough,  Bachelors'  and  Turf  Clubs  number  this  gentleman 
among  their  members. 


CDe  Ularren  mil  CoudDton. 

Sir  Daniel  mackinnon  Hamilton,  Kt. 

CHE  happy  failure  of  the  recent  attempt  by  Suffragists  in 
September  1913  to  fire  Sir  Daniel  Hamilton's  picturesque 
residence,  The  Warren  Hill,  Loughton,  during  that  well- 
known  Anglo-Indian's  absence  in  Scotland,  has  been  the  cause  of 
much  congratulation  in  Essex,  where,  needless  to  say,  this  act  of 
would-be  wanton  destruction  has  alienated  many  who  were 
supporters  hitherto  of  the  Women's  Cause. 

A  partner  in  the  important  Indian  firm  of  Mackinnon, 
Mackenzie  &  Co.,  like  Sir  Montagu  Cornish  Turner,  of  Bedfords, 
Havering-Atte-Bower,  in  this  County,  Sir  Daniel  Hamilton  is  the 
son  of  the  late  John  Hamilton,  Esq.,  of  Aondarach,  Helensburgh, 
N.B.,  and  was  born  on  December  6th,  i860. 

Sir  Daniel,  who  was  created  a  Knight  Bachelor  on  June 
30th,  1906,  has  devoted  much  of  his  energy  to  the  work  of  Empire 
Building  in  our  great  Dependency  over  seas,  where  he  has  been 
largely  instrumental  in  the  development  of  Agricultural  industries 


and  the  establishment  of  Village  Co-operative  Credit  Banks. 
Two  years  prior  to  his  knighthood,  he  was  made  an  additional 
member  of  the  Viceregal  Council. 

Sir  Daniel's  marriage  with  Margaret  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
the  late  Rev.  W.  E.  W.  Brown,  M.A.,  of  Rothesay,  N.B.,  took 
place  on  April  30th,  1896. 


€KS 


Berecburcl)  Ball,  Colcftestcr, 

rnr.  and  inrs.  Chomas  fietbcrlngton. 

^& 

BERECHURCH,  otherwise  West  Donyland,  is  now  included  in 
the  Borough  of  Colchester,  but  shortly  after  the  Conquest, 
was  a  small  parish  bestowed  by  Eudo  Dapifer  on  the  Abbey 
of  St.  John,  with  which  house  it  continued  until  the  Dissolution  of 
the  Monasteries.  Thereafter,  Berechurch  Hall  Manor,  as  part  of 
their  demesne  lands,  was  conveyed  by  the  monks  to  Sir  Thomas 
Audley,  Lord  Chancellor  of  England,  with  whose  descendants  it 
remained  until  1714  when,  on  the  death  of  the  last  of  the  Audleys, 
Henry,  a  by  no  means  attractive  personality,  in  Fleet  Prison,  in 
consequence  of  having  squandered  his  estates,  it  was  relinquished 
by  his  widow,  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  Philip  Smythe,  Viscount 
Strangford,  in  Ireland,  to  James  Smyth  the  mortgagee. 

Dying  without  issue,  the  last  mentioned  owner  devised 
Berechurch  to  the  unborn  son  of  his  elder  brother,  Sir  Trafford 
Smyth,  Bt.,  who,  however,  died,  unmarried  in  1765,  when  it  passed 


to  his  brother,  Sir  Robert  Smyth,  and  in  due  course  to  the  latter's 
son.  Sir  G.  H.  Smyth,  Bt.,  to  whose  memory,  a  memorial  window 
has  been  erected  in  the  little  Church  of  St.  Michael,  charmingly 
situated  in  Berechurch  Park.  Here,  too,  is  another  memento  of  a 
bygone  owner  in  the  shape  of  an  imposing  monument  with 
recumbent  armoured  figure,  of  Sir  Henry  Audley,  Kt.,  erected 
during  his  lifetime  in  1648. 

The  name,  Berechurch,  signifies  "  the  Church  in  a  Cornfield," 
and  the  historian,  Wright,  in  his  History  written  in  the  early  part 
of  the  nineteenth  century,  comments  that  at  that  time  it  still 
deserved  its  ancient  name. 

Berechurch  Hall,  which  was  partly  rebuilt  in  1882,  is  the 
property  of  Mrs.  Thomas  Hetherington,  who  is  Lady  of  the  Manor 
and  chief  landowner.  The  mansion  still  retains  portions  of  an 
older  house  chiefly  erected  by  Sir  Robert  Smyth,  both  the  Dining 
and  Drawing  Rooms,  with  their  exquisitely  carved  ceilings  and 
Georgian  mantlepieces  belonging  to  the  previous  residence. 

The  history  of  a  still  earlier  mansion  at  Berechurch  includes 
the  deplorably  frequent  story  of  reckless  plundering  during  the 
Civil  War,  after  which,  shorn  of  its  glories,  it  was  occupied  as  a 
farm  house. 

Seen  from  the  surrounding  well  timbered  park  of  some  two 
hundred  acres,  the  red  brick,  many  gabled  pile  of  today,  with  its 
picturesque  octagonal  turrets  and  spired  roof,  challenges  attention 
as  a  fine  specimen  of  modern  architecture,  after  the  Elizabethan 
style. 

Born  in  London  on  September  29th,  1847,  Thomas 
Hetherington,  Esq.,  is  the  son  of  John  Hetherington,  Esq.,  of  Red 
Hill,  Edgware,  Middlesex.  Mr.  Hetherington  has  had  the  advantage 
of  an  English  and  Continental  education,  and  in  1884  married 
Frances  Anne,  only  child  and  heiress  of  H.  R.  Phillips,  Esq.,  of 
Mennythorpe  House,  Weston  Grange  and  Norton  in  Yorkshire. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hetherington  have  two  sons,  the  elder,  Henry 
Anstruther,  born  in  January  1885,  and  educated  at  Harrow  and 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  where  he  graduated  in  Law,  was 
called  to  the  Bar  at  the  Inner  Temple  in  1907  ;  and  the  younger, 
Thomas  Gerard,  born  in  i885,  and  an  old  Harrovian,  like  his 
brother,  has  chosen  a  military  career. 

For  the  past  twelve  years,  Mr.  Hetherington  has  served 
Essex  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace.  He  is  a  Life  Member  of 
the  Junior  Constitutional  Club,  in  addition  to  which  both  the 
Kempton  and  Sandown  Park  Clubs  number  this  gentleman 
among  their  members. 


William  Wilkins  Hewitt,  Esq.,  M.A. 


Lower  Park,  Dedham. 


Cower  park,  Deabam. 

Ulilliam  Ulilkins  l)eu)itt.  esq.,  m.jl. 


CHARMINGLY  situated  in   the  heart  of  Constable's  country, 
Lower  Park,  now  the  property  and  residence   of  William 
Wilkins  Hewitt,  Esq.,  enjoys  in  its  exquisite  surroundings 
much  that  is  typical  of  that  great  master's  work,  some  of  whose 
well  known  pictures  are  enshrined  in  the  National  Gallery. 

Standing  within  a  park  richly  timbered  with  elms,  oaks 
and  limes.  Lower  Park,  now  an  exceedingly  comfortable  and 
commodious  residence,  has  been  enlarged  since  Mr.  Hewitt 
acquired  the  property  in  i8g6. 

The  estate  was  then  held  under  two  Manors,  that  of 
Dedham  Hall  vested  in  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  and  the  Manor  of 
Overhall  and  Netherall,  but  its  present  owner  has  since  made  the 
property  freehold.  Much  of  the  flower-filled  luxuriance  of  the 
gardens  is  due  to  the  personal  attention  of  their  owner,  a  true 
flower  lover.  A  magnificent  Wellingtonia  shows  to  advantage  on 
the  smooth-turfed  lawn.  Another  feature  of  the  gardens  is  a 
Rockery,  in  the  midst  of  which  is  a  small  Lily  pond,  stocked  with 
goldfish,  while  the  Orchid  Houses,  for  both  cool  house  and  stove 
plants,  contain  many  fine  specimens. 


An  interesting  feature  of  Lower  Park  Estate,  and  situate  at 
its  Eastern  Entrance,  is  an  old  oaiv  timbered  building,  which 
formerly  did  duty  as  a  clotli  factory,  an  industry  of  which  Dedham 
was  an  important  centre  in  days  gone  by.  The  beautiful  old  oak 
muUioned  windows  continue  to  attract  large-numbers  of  visitors, 
but  the  tenements  into  which  the  building  has  now  been 
converted,  are  occupied  by  workers  on  the  Estate. 

From  many  points  on  the  Estate  is  obtained  a  fine  view  of 
the  imposing  Church  of  St.  Mary  the  Virgin,  probably  of  fifteenth 
century  date,  and  ascribed  to  two  of  Dedham's  wealthiest 
merchants,  Thomas  Webbe,  and  his  son,  John.  Their  merchants' 
marks,  together  with  the  badges  of  York  and  Lancaster,  find 
place  on  its  lofty  battlemented  tower,  and  on  the  tomb  of  the 
Webbes  which  is  to  be  seen  in  the  north  aisle.  An  unusual 
feature  of  the  church  is  the  chimneyed  recess  in  the  south  east 
corner  of  the  sanctuary,  now  used  as  a  credence  table,  but  which 
is  said  to  have  been  originally  devoted  to  baking  the  sacramental 
wafers.  By  a  quaint  conceit,  the  font  is  encircled  with  a  Greek 
inscription,  which  reads  the  same  either  way,  tiie  translation  being, 
"  Wash  my  sins  away,  not  my  face  alone." 

By  Mr.  Hewitt's  generosity  the  chancel  was  restored  in  igio, 
at  which  time  were  opened  up  four  handsome  windows  which 
hitherto,  for  unnumbered  years,  had  fallen  into  decay  and  had 
been  concealed  from  view.  Subsequently  they  were  filled  with 
stained  glass  provided  by  different  families  in  the  parish,  but  the 
beautiful  East  Window,  with  five  lights,  was  previously  provided 
with  stained  glass,  in  memory  of  the  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  C.  A, 
Jones,  formerly  Vicar  of  Dedham. 

In  the  year  igo8,  Mr.  Hewitt  gave  to  the  Parish  a  fine  Hall, 
capable  of  seating  two  hundred  and  fifty  persons,  in  memory  of  his 
brother,  the  late  James  Hewitt,  Esq.,  and  vested  the  same  in  the 
hands  of  the  Diocesan  Trustees.  The  Hall  is  furnished  and 
equipped  with  every  needful  convenience. 


The  Interior  Court  yard  of    the    old  Flemish   House    (formerly  a 
factory)   forming   part   of   Lower  Park,  Estate,  Dedham. 


The  River,  Dedham. 


View  of  the  North  Side  of  the  old  Flemish  House  forming  part  of 

the  property  of  Lower  Park  Estate,  and  situate  at  the  Eastern 

entrance  of  the  Estate,  Dedham. 


Curious   Gravestone  in  St.  Mary's  Churchyard,  Dedham. 
found  when  ploughing  by  E.  Ward,  Ploughman. 


Flint 


An   enlarged   view   of   the   newly   discovered  window  of  the  old 

Flemish   House,  situate  at  the  Eastern   entrance  of  Lower  Park, 

Dedham,  and  forming  part  of  the  Lower  Park  Estate. 


Born  at  Cambridge  on  January  nth,  1840,  William 
Wilkins  Hewitt  is  the  last  male  representative  of  his  family  and 
the  only  surviving  son  of  the  late  Thomas  Hewitt,  and  his  wife, 
Sophia.  Three  sons  and  two  daughters  were  the  issue  of  the 
marriage  : — the  late  James  Hewitt,  of  whom  mention  has  already 
been  made  ;  the  late  Rev.  Thomas  Hewitt,  sometime  a  Fellow  of 
Emmanuel  College,  Cambridge,  and,  afterwards  Rector  of  Preston, 
in  Suffolk;  and  the  subject  of  the  present  article,  with  whom  his 
only  surviving  sister,  Miss  Sophia  Hewitt,  resides,  the  other 
daughter  being  the  late  Elizabeth,  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  C.  A. 
Jones,  sometime  Vicar  of  Dedham. 

Mr.  Hewitt's  early  education  was  carried  on  privately.  In 
1S59  he  entered  Corpus  Christi  College,  Cambridge,  taking  his 
B.A.  in  1863  and  his  M.A.  three  years  later. 

From  1863,  the  next  twenty  four  years  of  his  life  were 
occupied  in  building  up,  in  partnership  with  his  brother  James, 
the  Rottingdean  School,  which  developed  into  a  large  and  most 
successful  private  undertaking. 

In  1887,  Mr.  Hewitt  retired  from  active  scholastic  life,  and 
with  his  brother  and  sister  spent  nearly  the  whole  of  the  next 
decade  in  travels  abroad,  wandering  over  Europe,  Egypt, 
Palestine,  etc.  Many  curios  and  other  treasures,  collected  during 
these  protracted  travels  now  adorn  the  house  at  Lower  Park.  In 
1895,  he  was  bereft  of  his  life-long  partner,  his  brother,  James, 
whose  memory  he  has  affectionately  perpetuated,  not  only  in 
Dedham,  but  in  a  scholarship  he  has  founded  at  his  old  College — 
Corpus  Christi— for  the  benefit  of  a  boy  from  the  Colchester 
Grammar  School.  In  other  directions,  he  has  continued  to  be 
much  connected  with  educational  matters,  and  as  a  member  for 
some  time  of  the  Colchester  District  Higher  Education  Committee, 
and  as  President  of  the  Essex  County  Hospital,  has  rendered  good 
service  to  the  CJounty  of  his  adoption. 


A  very  loyal  and  dutiful  Churchman,  he  has  been  keenly 
interested  in  the  Division  of  the  Diocese  of  St.  Albans  and  the 
formation  out  of  it  of  the  new  Bishopric  of  Chelmsford  for  the 
County  of  Essex.  For  eight  years,  from  1905-1913,  he  has  been 
Hon.  Secretary  for  that  work,  now  soon  to  be  completed. 

Horticulture  and  Music  are  the  favourite  occupations  of  his 
leisure  hours,  and  the  Colchester  Gardening  Association,  of  which 
Mr.  Hewitt  was  for  some  time  President,  had  reason  to  approve  of 
its  choice.  One  of  our  illustrations  shows  a  happy  instance  of 
his  frequent  hospitality,  being  a  group  of  its  members,  who  were 
recently  invited  over  to  Lower  Park  to  be  the  guests  of  its  owner 
and  view  his  gardens. 

Mr.  Hewitt  is  a  member  of  the  Junior  Conservative  Club. 


l>oirieia  Grange,  coddeshalL 

Reflinaia  Duke  mil,  esq.,  3.Pm  WJ.R. 


jm  NAME  familiar  to  all  lovers  of  Sport  in  Essex,  particularly  as 

H     regards  hunting  and  shouting,  Reginald  Duke  Hill,  Esq.,  of 

Holfield   Grange,    the   genial    Master    of    the    East    Essex 

Foxhounds,  and  formerly   Honorary  Secretary  to  that  pack,  is  a 

native  of  this  County,  having  been  born  at  Terlings  in  1866. 

The  eldest  son  of  the  late  James  Duke  Hill,  Esq.,  D.L.,  J. P., 
of  Terlings  Park,  Harlow,  R.  D.  Hill,  Esq.,  has  done  good  work 
for  Essex  in  many  capacities.  Since  1897  he  has  been  numbered 
amongst    its    magistrates,    and    in     191 1    was   pricked    for    the 

Shrievalty.  The  neighbourhood  of  Coggeshall  has  become 
accustomed  to  make  no  small  demands  upon  his  leisure,  to  act  as 
President  of  various  local  institutions,  as  occasion  arises,  in 
addition  to  which  his  able  Chairmanship  of  the  Coggeshall 
Conservative  Association  has  done  much  to  further  the  interests  of 
that  political  cause. 

Mr,  Hill,  who  received  his  education  at  Harrow  and 
Brasenose  College,  Oxford,  is  the  second  husband  of  Flora,  only 
daughter  of  the  late  Major  Francis  Tower,  of  Turenhall  Priory, 


Essex,  and  widow  of  Osgood  Beauchamp  Hanbury,  Esq.,  of 
Holfield  Grange,  which  is  now  the  property  of  Mrs.  Hill,  who  is 
one  of  the  chief  landowners  in  Coggeshall  and  a  lay  impropriator 
thereof. 

Two  sons  have  been  the  issue  of  the  marriage,  Reginald 
Byng  Tower,  born  in  1894  ^^^  Francis  Tower,  three  years  his 
junior. 

The  Holfield  Grange  property,  as  its  name  implies,  was  in 
monastic  hands  until  the  Dissolution,  when  it  passed  to  Clement 
Smith,  and  later  to  Robert  Gurdon,  from  whom,  it  was  purchased 
by  Henry  Osgood.  The  last  mentioned  owner  transformed  the 
house  into  a  commodious  country  residence,  and  laid  out  a  park 
about  it,  now  well  timbered,  particularly  with  fine  elms.  By  the 
marriage  of  his  daughter  with  John  Hanbury,  a  wealthy  Virginia 
merchant,  it  was  carried  into  that  family,  and  again  by  marriage 
to  its  present  owners. 

To  the  Mr.  John  Hanbury  previously  mentioned,  many 
improvements  to  the  house  are  due,  including  the  brick  casing. 

Until  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century,  the  sunny 
slope  of  a  hill  near  the  mansion,  known  as  the  vineyard,  still 
produced  vines,  believed  to  have  been  planted  by  the  monks  for 
their  wine  supplies,  and  in  addition  to  the  interesting  remains  of 
the  Cistercian  Abbey  founded  by  Stephen  and  Queen  Maud  in 
Little  Coggeshall,  the  proximity  of  the  Roman  road  from 
Colchester  to  Braintree  has  afforded  many  relics  of  that  period. 

A  later  claim  to  interest  is  the  manufacture  of  Tambour 
lace  introduced  rather  more  than  a  hundred  years  ago  by  a 
French  refugee  named  Draygo. 

Mr.  R.  D.  Hill  is  a  member  of  Boodle's  Club. 


Westwood  House. 


UlestiDood  Rouse.  West  Berjholt. 

Captain  iUilliam  lames  montaau  l>ill. 


Co  secure  a  Country  Mansion,  fitted  throughout  with  all  that 
appertains  to  modern  luxury  and  comfort,  and  retain  the 
old  world  setting  of  a  house,  erected  after  the  Tudor  style 
of  architecture,  and  dating  from  the  days  of  Cromwell,  is  a  by  no 
means  easy  task,  and  it  says  much  for  tlie  artistic  taste  of  Captain 
W.  J.  M.  Hill,  that  during  the  seven  years  he  has  been  in  residence 
at  Westwood  House,  he  has  brought  it  to  a  successful  conclusion. 

At  the  time  he  entered  into  possession,  following  a  Mr. 
MacAndrew,  who  had  occupied  Westwood  House  for  over  forty 
years,  there  were  on  the  estate  a  number  of  outbuildings  and 
barns,  which,  although  detracting  from  its  general  appearance, 
were  yet  particularly  rich  in  old  oak.  The  buildings  themselves 
were  promptly  demolished,  but,  in  the  course  of  reconstructirig  the 
A'hole  of  the  interior  of  the  mansion.  Captain  Hill  availed  himself 
largely  of  the  valuable  material  thus  to  his  hcind,  the  fine  old  oak 
beams  and  panelling  being  used,  with  excellent  decorative  effect  in 
many  parts  of  the  house. 


The  suggestion  of  an  old  world  interior  has  been  admirably 
carried  out  in  the  magnificent  Hall,  which  has  been  obtained  as 
the  result  of  throwing  two  or  three  rooms  into  one.  Its  vaulted 
roof  looks  down  on  two  armoured  figures,  originally  belonging  to 
Carisbrooke  Castle.  Deer  and  stag  heads  on  the  walls,  the  result 
of  a  big  game  shooting  expedition  in  New  Zealand,  further 
strengthen  the  character  of  the  apartment,  and  the  valuable  oak 
panelling  is  thoroughly  in  harmony  with  its  surroundings.  The 
characteristics  of  days  that  are  gone  have  been  thoroughly  and 
consistently  retained  throughout,  added  to  which  valuable 
collections  and  trophies  from  all  parts  of  the  globe  give  the 
interior  a  cachet  of  their  own.  For  instance,  about  the  stalely 
staircase,  some  forty  steel  engravings  of  the  old  Kit  Cat  Club  find 
place,  representing,  it  is  believed,  the  only  perfect  collection  in 
England.  Captain  Hill's  own  room,  a  perfect  facsimile  of  an  old 
Tudor  apartment,  with  its  heavy  beams  and  oak  panelling  all 
complete,  contains  a  gun  cupboard,  a  faithful  copy  of  an  old 
Dutch  original.  The  Dining  Room,  with  its  finely  arched  ceiling, 
displays  the  numerous  collection  of  silver  cups  won  by  its  athletic 
owner  at  Eton  and  Cambridge  to  best  advantage,  and  among 
much  else  that  is  interesting  in  the  Drawing  Room,  is  a  beautiful 
overmantel  of  chased  workmanship,  originally  the  property  of  the 
ill-fated  Marie  Antoinette,  and  subsequently  of  Lady  Warwick, 
Here,  too,  is  a  notable  souvenir  of  the  Abbe  Liszt,  in  the  shape  of 
the  grand  piano  used  by  him  during  his  visit  to  England  from 
April  3rd  to  April  19th,  1886,  and  which  at  that  time  was  installed 
in  his  study  at  Westwood  House,  Sydenham,  and  subsequently 
found  its  way  to  another  Westwood  House,  being  a  wedding 
present  to  Captain  and  Mrs.  Hill. 

Among  other  valuable  and  interesting  features  of  the  house 
are  two  screens.  One,  an  elaborate  piece  of  leather  work,  contains 
a  series  of  finely  executed  paintings  of  the  English  Cathedrals, 
and  the  other,  a  richly  wrought  example  of  Oriental  workmanship, 


James  I.  Carved  Oak  Settle. 


^^^•J*" 


fed: 


Elizabethan  Oak  Bullet  at  Westwood  House. 


"  Cockatoo,"  a  big  Winner  at  Olympia. 


Westwood  House :  The  Cedar. 


originally   belonged  to   the   Palace  at  Pekin,  whence  it  was  taken 
at  the  time  of  the  Boxer  troubles. 

In  tlie  bedrooms,  recently  refloored  with  oak,  the  same  old 
world  spirit  prevails.  The  carved  oak  bedsteads  are  works  of  art, 
and  among  much  else  that  is  interesting,  is  a  very  fine  old  Dutch 
wardrobe. 

Nor  is  this  all.  Throughout  the  house,  every  modern 
labour-saving  and  cleanliness-promoting  appliance,  has  been 
installed.  In  the  beautiful  Kitchens,  for  instance,  which  have 
been  entirely  rebuilt  by  Captain  Hill,  there  are  no  dust-harbouring 
corners  or  odd  cupboards.  The  chef  and  his  staff  have  the 
advantage  of  all  the  most  up-to-date  apparatus  to  assist  them  in 
their  work.  Marble  curbs  take  the  place  of  ordinary  fenders  in 
the  rooms,  and  water  is  laid  on  to  each  bedroom.  And  the  house 
is  filled  with  treasures,  that  none  but  a  connoisseur  could  have 
collected,  among  the  most  arresting  being  a  case,  containing  two 
dozen  solid  gold  knives  and  forks,  the  latter  having  the  additional 
ornament  of  a  small,  well-defined  figure  attached  to  each  at  the 
top.  The  set  has  a  regal  history,  and  at  one  time  was  the  property 
of  one  of  the  crowned  Heads  of  Europe. 

The  estate,  which  consists  of  about  four  hundred  acres,  has 
been  as  successfully  remodelled  by  its  present  owner  as  the  house. 
On  the  immediately  surrounding  lawns,  a  fountain,  faces  the 
front  of  the  mansion,  while  the  proximity  of  many  a  stately 
chestnut  and  oak,  including  a  fine  Wellingtonia  and  a  mulberry 
tree,  contribute  further  to  the  beauty  of  the  scene.  Facing  the  other 
side  of  the  house  the  huge  bulk  of  a  well-proportioned  Cedar 
challenges  comparison  with  any  of  its  kind  in  the  County. 
Although  some  of  the  timber  has  been  judiciously  cleared  to  open 
up  vistas  from  the  house,  a  considerable  amount  remains,  affording 
many  charming  woodland  walks,  in  addition  to  which  picturesque 
retreats  and  sitting  out  places  have  been  thoughtfully  arranged  in 


positions  commanding  delightful  views,  with  due  regard  at  the 
same  time  to  securing  an  adequate  amount  of  sunshine  and  the 
necessary  shelter  from  the  east  wind. 

Indeed,  the  garden  has  the  advantage  of  being  enjoyable  in 
in  all  weathers,  for  the  Terraces  are  paved  with  old  York  stones, 
whilst  a  beautiful  rose  pergola  of  unusual  length,  backgrounded 
by  a  yew  hedge,  makes  a  charming  retreat  on  occasion,  and  the 
thick  rhododendron  bushes  bordering  many  of  the  walks  temper 
any  scudding  storm  of  wind  or  rain.  Near  one  of  these  pleasant 
paths,  by  a  garden  wall,  with  an  oak  figure  above  it,  is  an 
interesting  old  leaden  water  trough,  bearing  the  fieur  de  lys, 
Tudor  Rose  and  French  Cross,  together  with  the  date,  1678,  which 
would  appear  to  have  an  interesting  past,  although  so  far  experts 
have  failed  to  unravel  it.  Very  shortly.  Captain  Hill  intends  to 
convert  it  to  practical  use,  by  arranging  for  water  to  play  over  it. 

Beyond  the  lawns,  and  near  a  small  ornamental  plantation, 
leading  across  from  the  Kitchen  Gardens,  is  a  relic  of  Old  London, 
in  the  shape  of  an  iron  gate,  dated  1446,  between  two  pillars  in 
an  iron  fence  brought  from  the  Mercer's  School,  Holborn.  Another 
memory  of  London  of  the  past  is  furnished  by  a  Summer  House  on 
the  lawn,  in  front  of  the  house,  containing  the  original  windows 
of  Crosby  Hall. 

The  Kitchen  Gardens  have  come  in  for  their  full  share  of 
publicity,  on  account  of  Captain  Hill  having  adopted  the  French 
style  to  obtain  out  of  season  produce.  Picturesquely  approached 
by  stone  steps,  leading  from  a  terrace,  bordered  by  the  rose  pergola 
before  mentioned,  to  a  lily  pond,  this  part  of  the  property  was 
formerly  the  site  of  the  vanished  outbuildings.  A  well-trained 
fruit  pergola  attracts  attention,  and  from  a  practical  point  of  view, 
the  comfort  of  all  concerned  is  greatly  increased  by  paved  paths  in 
in  all  directions,  whilst  a  well,  sunk  430  feet  deep  under  Captain 


The  Winner  of  the  3rd  prize,  Olympia, 


"  Rocklight,"   3rd   at  Olympia  and  3rd   in  Two  Classes  at 
Richmond. 


Winner  of  the  ist  Prize  and  Championship,  Suffolk  County 

Show. 


Rerserved  for  Championship  at  London  Dairy  Show, 


Hill's  direction,  secures  an  adequate  water  supply.  In  short,  every 
facility  is  given  the  employes  to  do  their  work  well,  and  with  a 
minimum  of  effort,  and  on  the  estate,  worksliops,  fitted  up  on 
modern  lines,  solve  all  mechanical  difficulties, 

A  well-laid  out  tennis  court  finds  place  in  the  gardens, 
beyond  which  are  two  playing  fields,  for  Captain  Hill  looks  with 
a  kindly  eye  on  local  cricket,  and  gives  it  every  encouragement. 

Then  there  is  the  farm,  which  is  under  its  owner,s  personal 
superintendence,  with  the  assistance  of  a  steward.  Beyond  the 
farm.  Captain  Hill  has  laid  out  extensive  fields,  and  has  won  the 
approval  of  all  interested  in  the  vital  question  of  afforestation,  by 
the  number  of  young  trees  he  has  planted,  his  intention  being  for 
his  work  to  rival  in  time,  the  Pitchbury  Forest  on  the  other  side, 
whereof  the  far-famed  Roman  Ramparts  have  engaged  the  attention 
of  antiquaries  for  many  a  long  year. 

The  subject  of  the  present  article  has  a  world-wide  repu- 
tation for  his  Jersey  Cattle  which  have  been  very  successful 
at  the  London  Agricultural  and  other  leading  shows.  As 
our  illustrations  abundantly  prove,  his  present  herd,  which 
numbers  over  eighty,  is  a  very  fine  one,  and  recently  he  sent  out 
several  animals  to  New  Zealand.  His  successes  with  his  cattle 
have  been  equalled  by  those  of  his  hunters  at  Olympia  and 
elsewhere.  In  addition  to  these  interests.  Captain  Hill  specializes 
in  poultry. 

Captain  W.  J.  M.  Hill,  late  of  the  Scots  Guards,  in  which  he 
formerly  held  the  rank  of  Adjutant,  is  the  son  of  the  Rev.  James  Hill, 
M.A.,  and  a  member  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Haberdashers, 
London.  Born  on  December  13th,  1877,  ^^  passed  from  Eton  to 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  and  saw^  active  service  in  the  late 
Boer  War,  1899-1902,  having  the  misfortune  to  be  severely 
wounded  in  the  course  of  operations. 


As  a  yachtsman,  he  is  known  as  the  former  owner  of  the 
"  Ailsa,"  a  craft  that  enjoyed  a  good  reputation  in  racing  circles. 
At  the  present  time,  he  owns  the  "  Fedora,"  in  which  Mrs. 
Hill  and  he  have  made  many  long  voyages.  Many  of  the 
curios  and  rare  and  interesting  collections  now  in  Westwood 
House,   are    mementoes   of   these   trips. 


6rep  Cowers,  Bornchurch* 

£leut=Coloiiel  Benrp  Bolmes,  D.L,  3.P. 


«   DEPUTY  Lieutenant  and   a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Essex, 
Lieut. -Colonel   Henry   Holmes   is  the  eldest  son  of  the  late 
John   Gilbert    Holmes,   and   was   born    in    1828.       He   has 
rendered   military  service,  and  from    1885-97  was  connected  with 
the  Essex  Volunteer  Artillery. 

His  marriage  with  Emilie,  daughter  of  the  late  John 
Wagener,  Esq.,  of  Great  Langtons,  Hornchurch,  took  place  in 
1863. 

Picturesquely  situated  within  a  park  of  about  eighty  five 
acres.  Grey  Towers,  Colonel  Holmes'  seat,  within  flornchurch 
parish,  is  a  stately  castellated  mansion,  after  the  style  of  the 
twelfth  century,  whereof  the  salient  internal  features  are  a  richly 
decorated  entrance  Hall,  with  exquisitely  carved  oak  ceiling,  and 
a  beautiful  staircase  in  white  and  black  marble,  with  a  fine 
stained  glass  window  on  the  landing,  to  enrich  the  stone  with  a 
wonderful  display  of  colour. 


Hornchurch  formerly  boasted  the  only  English  religious 
house  founded  in  connection  with  the  Hospice  of  St.  Bernard  in 
Savoy.  Its  Church  of  St.  Andrew  bears  the  unusual  adornment  of 
a  stone  bull's  head,  with  natural  horns,  on  the  east  gable  of  the 
chancel,  supposed  by  some  authorities  to  be  in  allusion  to  the 
name  of  the  parisli,  and  by  others  to  be  connected  with  its 
erstwhile  trade  in  pelts. 

To  the  generosity  of  Colonel  Holmes,  Hornchurch  is 
indebted  for  the  site  of  its  Fire  Brigade  Station,  erected  in 
iqo8. 


Crlx»  Ratrield  pcDercL 

Coll)tidU)OOd  Rope,  €sqM  K.C.,  J.p. 


^   NATIVE  of  Cheshire,  in    which    County   he   was   born,   at 
Bebington,  on  November   loth,   1858,  Collingwood    Hope, 
Esq.,  of  Crix,  in    flatfield   Peverel  parish,  some   two  miles 
south  west  of  Witham  in  Essex,  is  the  fifth  son  of  the  late  Thomas 
Arthur  Hope,  Esq. 

Germany,  as  well  as  Rugby  and  Pembroke  College,  Oxford, 
combined  to  give  Mr.  Hope  his  education,  and,  having  decided  to 
enter  the  legal  profession,  he  was  called  to  the  Bar  at  the  Inner 
Temple  in  1882.  Ten  years  later  saw  him  Revising  Barrister  for 
Lancashire,  which  position  he  held  until  1897.  Since  1903,  he  has 
been  Recorder  of  Bolton,  and  from  1 898-1901  gave  his  native 
County  the  advantage  of  his  legal  experience  as  a  Member  of  its 
County  Council.     In  the  latter  year  he  took  silk. 

By  his  marriage  in  1887  with  Alice  Therese,  daughter  of  the 
late  R.  N.  Dale,  Esq.,  of  Bromborough  Hall,  in  Cheshire,  Mr. 
Hope  has  three  daughters. 


High  Steward  of  Southwold,  in  Suffolk,  Mr.  Hope  serves 
Essex  as  a  Magistrate  and  in  the  capacity  of  a  Deputy  Chairman 
of  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

Crix,  or  Crix  Hall,  his  Essex  residence,  was  formerly  the 
property  of  the  old  Bragg  family,  whose  memorials  are  still  to  be 
seen  within  the  Church  of  St.  Andrew,  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 

Motoring,  Golf  and  Shooting  are  Mr.  Hope's  favourite 
occupations  during  his  leisure  hours,  and  the  Automobile  and 
Windham  Clubs  number  this  gentleman  among  their  members. 


Ceigbs  priorp,  Cittk  Ceigbs. 

rnontadu  eawara  f)U9be$=l)U9be$,  esq.,  3.p. 


nOTHING  but  its  name  remains  at  the  present  time  of  the  once 
stately  Priory,  two  miles  to  the  south  of  Felsted,  founded 
by  Sir  Ralph  Gernon  for  the  Austin  Canons,  and  dedicated 
to  St.  Mary  and  St.  John  the  Evangelist.  Its  erstwhile  importance 
is  indicated  by  its  net  annual  value  of  ;^ii4  is.  4d.  at  the  time  of 
the  Dissolution,  and  in  1537  it  was  granted  by  Henry  VIII.  to  Sir 
Richard  Rich,  Kt.,  Speaker  in  the  House  of  Commons,  whose 
career  as  Solicitor  General  and  Lord  Chancellor  enabled  him, 
although  nominally  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  to  reap 
his  full  share  of  the  spoliation  of  the  monasteries.  Nor  did  his 
faith  present  any  obstacle,  it  is  said,  to  his  utilizing  the  old 
Priory  Church  and  buildings  as  material  for  the  great  Banqueting 
House  he  set  about  building,  in  addition  to  which  he  re-invested 
the  gardens  with  all  their  former  beauty,  and  added  to  the 
already  extensive  park. 


Raised  to  the  Peerage  in  1547  as  Baron  Rich  of  Leighs,  the 
Lord  Chancellor  had  the  honour  of  entertaining  his  youthful 
Sovereign,  Edward  VI.,  for  an  unusual  length  of  time  at  his  new 
residence.  But  his  almost  phenomenal  success  came  to  an  end 
with  the  downfall  of  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  and  in  1551,  Lord 
Rich  was  deprived  of  the  Great  Seal  owing  to  his  implication  in 
the  Duke's  many  intrigues.  His  remaining  years,  until  his  death 
in  1568,  were  spent  in  retirement  at  Leighs,  where  he  devoted  his 
energies  to  charitable  works. 

His  descendants,  as  Earls  of  Warwick,  reigned  magnificently 
at  the  Priory  for  upwards  of  a  hundred  years,  after  which  it 
became  the  property  of  the  Dukes  of  Manchester  and  Buckingham, 
and  in  1735  was  acquired  by  the  Governors  of  Guy's  Hospital. 

Equally  callous  to  the  claims  of  antiquity,  as  had  been 
Lord  Rich  before  them,  the  Governors  proceeded  to  demolish  the 
greater  part  of  his  handiwork,  until  when  the  estate  passed  from 
their  hands  in  1906  into  those  of  its  present  owner,  Montagu 
Edward  Hughes-Hughes,  Esq.,  only  that  fine  example  of  Tudor 
brickwood,  the  stately  Gatehouse,  with  panelled  and  embattled 
turrets  at  the  angles,  along  with  some  of  the  boundary  walls  and 
buildings  in  the  outer  Court,  remained  of  the  Lord  Chancellor's 
once  imposing  pile. 

It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that,  at  last,  Leighs  Priory 
has  come  into  the  hands  of  one  who  will  reverence  its  old  historic 
associations,  for  Mr.  Hughes-Hughes  is  a  member  of  the  Essex 
Archaeological  Society,  and  deeply  interested  in  his  County's 
past. 

Born  in  1853,  Montagu  Edward  Hughes-Hughes,  Esq.,  is 
the  son  of  the  late  William  Hughes-Hughes,  Esq.,  D.L.,  J. P.,  of 
Bellevue  House,  Ryde,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  received  his  early 
education  from  Tonbridge  School. 


A  Magistrate  for  both  Essex  and  the  County  of  London, 
Mr.  Hughes-Hughes  has  done  further  good  work  for  Essex  as  a 
Manager  of  the  Dunmow  Friendly  Society. 

The  loss  of  his  second  wife  in  1910,  Emily  Ida,  daughter  of 
Seth  Dixon,  Esq.,  of  Harby  Grange,  Lincoln,  has  made  Mr. 
Hughes-Hughes  again  a  widower.  His  heir,  born  in  1884, 
William  Montagu,  the  son  of  his  first  wife,  the  late  Lydia 
Margaret,  daughter  of  John  James  Rowe,  Esq.,  of  Dinglefield, 
graduated  at  Hertford  College,  Oxford,  and  was  called  to  the  Bar 
at  the  Inner  Temple  in  1909. 

The  Constitutional  and  Royal  Automobile  Clubs  number 
Mr.  Hughes- Hughes  among  their  members. 


fe 


l)orl)aiii  l>alK  Chaxtea* 

iHfrcd  Paget  I>unipDrp,  €sq.,  D).V.O.,  3.P. 


FOUR  centuries  have  elapsed  since  Sir  Jolin  Cutts,  Under 
Treasurer  ot  England,  acquired  this  estate  and  turned  his 
attention  to  the  erection  of  a  palatial  quadrangular  mansion, 
with  which  the  former  timbered  manor  house  erected  presumably 
by  Robert  Large,  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in  1439,  was  incorporated. 
Of  the  gateway  tower  and  southern  wing,  nothing  now  remains, 
and  the  site  of  the  chapel  on  the  northern  side  is  occupied  by  part 
of  the  lawn,  so  that  Horham  Hall  of  today  represents  practically 
the  western  side  of  Sir  John  Cutts'  quadrangle.  Nevertheless,  in 
its  present  form,  the  mansion  is  a  fine  specimen  of  the  Tudor 
Gothic  Domestic  Architecture,  and  the  exquisitely  mellowed  red 
brick  pile,  with  its  "  picturesque  gables,  turrets,  battlemented 
parapets,  ornamental  chimneys  and  bay  windows,"  enables  one 
to  form  an  adequate  mental  picture  of  its  builder's  ambitious 
structure,  which,  however,  was  completed  by  his  grandson  and 
namesake. 


Further  necessary  restorative  work  was  undertaken  in  1841 
by  its  then  owner,  Sir  Edward  Smyth,  Bt.,  of  Hill  Hall,  Essex,  and 
at  the  same  time,  the  extent  of  the  mansion  again  reduced.  While 
the  methods  employed  cannot  escape  the  adverse  criticism  of  present 
day  experts,  there  is  little  doubt  that  Horham  Hall  would  have 
been  added  to  England's  list  of  ivy  mantled  ruins  ere  this  but  for 
his  timely  intervention. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that,  for  upwards  of  two  hundred  years, 
the  kitchens  and  outbuildings  have  been  utilized  as  a  farm  house, 
and  the  chief  rooms  left  untended,  much  of  the  panelling  of  the 
beautiful  old  Banquetting  Hall,  with  the  exception  of  the  Hall 
screen,  found  its  way  into  the  old  House  of  Commons,  and  so  was 
lost  to  the  world  eventually  by  fire.  The  ceiling  of  this  fine 
apartment  is  divided  into  squares  by  stout  oak  mouldings  and  coved 
at  the  sides,  whilst  in  the  beautifully  proportioned  bay  window 
stand  six  stained  glass  armorial  panels,  including  the  Royal 
badges  with  the  Lancaster  Rose,  Portcullis  and  Ostrich  feathers. 
The  panelled  staircase  and  gallery  on  the  western  side  of  the  Hall 
are  of  modern  date,  and  were  added  in  igo6  when  Mr.  Humphry 
acquired  the  property,  in  order  to  facilitate  communication  with 
the  upper  floors,  and  the  wide  fireplace  has  the  somewhat  unusual 
accompaniment  of  a  lantern,  to  provide  means  of  egress  for  the 
smoke  from  a  standing  brazier. 

Upstairs,  Queen  Elizabeth's  bedroom  recalls  the  honour 
vouchsafed  to  Sir  John  Cutts  the  younger,  in  1571  and  again  seven 
years  later,  for  Horham  Hall  twice  afforded  entertainment  to  the 
Virgin  Queen,  whilst  traces  of  Robert  Large's  former  house  have 
been  found  recently  in  the  moulded  roof  timbers.  Moreover,  it  is 
noteworthy  that  the  position  of  an  oak  wall  post,  with  bracket, 
which  was  disclosed  in  the  room  below  in  1912,  proves  that  the 
upper  story  once  projected  two  feet  beyond  the  lower.     Shorn  of 


its  disfiguring  plaster,  and  with  the  venerable  work  of  both  Large 
and  Sir  John  Cutts  once  more  exposed  to  view,  this  ground  floor 
room,  which  is  now  panelled  in  oak,  is  a  delight  to  the 
connoisseur. 

Lord  of  the  Manors  of  Thaxted  and  Horham  Hall,  Alfred 
Paget  Humphry,  Esq.,  is  the  only  son  of  the  late  Sir  George  Murray 
Humphry,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  by  his  wife,  Mary,  daughter  of  D.  R.  M'Nab, 
Esq.,  of  Epping  Place,  and  was  born  at  Cambridge  on  June  20th, 
1850.  He  received  his  education  from  Rugby  and  Trinity  College, 
Cambridge,  and  has  held  the  rank  of  Esquire  Bedell  of  his 
University  since  1877.  Two  years  previously  he  was  called  to  the 
Bar  at  Lincoln's  Inn. 

To  all  marksmen,  Mr.  Humphry's  name  is  a  household  word. 
He  won  the  Queen's  Prize  at  Wimbledon  in  1871,  and  ten  years 
later  was  appointed  Executive  Officer  of  the  National  Rifle 
Association,  having  in  the  meantime  been  admitted  as  a  Member 
of  many  rifle  teams  of  different  nationalities.  He  commanded 
the  Cambridge  University  Royal  Volunteers,  with  the  rank  of 
Lieut.  Colonel  from  i886-8g,  and  as  a  Member  of  the  Cambridge 
Territorial  Association  has  continued  his  active  interest  in  the 
military  movement  of  his  native  County.  Among  other  positions, 
he  has  held  that  of  Member  of  the  War  Office  Small  Arms 
Committee  from  igoo-05,  and  has  done  good  work  as  a  Member  of 
the  Council  of  the  National  Rifle  Association. 

Mr.  Humphry,  who  has  also  afforded  Cambridge  the  benefit 
of  his  legal  experience  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  and  as  an 
Alderman  of  its  County  Council,  was  created  a  Member  of  the  4th 
Class  of  the  Royal  Victorian  Order  in  igog. 

He  has  been  twice  married,  his  second  wife  being  Clara 
Edyth,  daughter  of  C.  Murchison,  Esq.,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  and  has  issue 
three  sons  and  two  daughters. 


In  addition  to  Horham  Hall,  Mr.  Humphry  has  another 
residence  at  24,  Fitzwilliam  Street,  Cambridge,  and  the  Athenaeum, 
Cambridge  County  and  Automobile  Clubs  number  this  gentleman 
among  their  members. 


Cbarlcs  eaward  l)unter,  €sq..  3.P. 


BILL  HALL,  the  property  of  Sir  William  Bowyer-Smijth,  Bt., 
and  residence  of  Charles  Edward  Hunter,  Esq.,  is  a  beautiful 
old  quadrangular  mansion  in  the  classic  style,  the  soft  tones 
of  its  ancient  brick  work  with  stone  dressings,  forming  a  pleasing 
contrast  to  the  surrounding  well   timbered  park  and  charmingly 
laid  out  grounds. 

The  estate,  comprreing  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  acres, 
lies  within  the  picturesque  parish  of  Theydon  Mount,  three  miles 
from  Epping,  in  one  of  the  most  beautiful  districts  that  Essex  can 
show. 

Within  its  small,  red  brick  Church  is  a  canopied  tomb  of 
that  eminent  Secretary  of  State  to  Edward  VI.  and  Queen 
Elizabeth,  who  began  to  build  Hill  Hall  mansion,  Sir  Thomas 
Smith,  an  early  ancestor  of  the  present  owner. 

A  Magistrate  for  Durham,  Charles  Edward  Hunter,  Esq.,  is 
the  son  of  the  late  William  Hunter,  Esq.,  and  was  born  in  1852. 


He  had  his  Company  in  the  Northumberland  Hussars 
Yeomanry  for  twenty  three  years,  from  1874-1897,  and  ten  years 
prior  to  his  retirement,  was  made  an  Honorary  Major. 

In  1875,  Mr.  Hunter  married  Mary,  daughter  of  the  late 
General  Smith,  C.B.,  of  Frimhurst,  in  Surrey. 

His  town  address  is  30,  Old  Burlington  Street,  W.,  and  in 
addition  to  Hill  Hall,  Mr.  Hunter  has  two  other  Country 
residences,  at  Whitehall,  Sandwich  and  Wemmergill,  Middleton- 
in-Teesdale. 

The  Carlton  and  White's  Clubs  number  this  gentleman 
among  their  members. 


CDesterford  park. 


Cbe  Riflm  lion.  Cbe  Baron  lncl)cape«  6.C.l».6.«  K.CSJ.t 

K.c.i.e. 


^  MEMBER  of  the  Council  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
from  1897- igi  I,  formerly  a  Member  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Viceroy,  and  Sheriff  of  Calcutta  in  1892,  Sir 
James  Lyle  Mackay,  who  was  raised  to  the  Peerage  as  a  Baron  of 
the  United  Kingdom  by  the  title  of  Lord  Inchcape  in  June  191 1, 
has  been  intimately  connected  with  the  administrative  life  of  our 
Great  Dependency  for  many  years. 

Among  other  offices,  he  held  that  of  President  of  the  Bengal 
Chamber  of  Commerce  from  1890-93,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
claims  on  his  valuable  time  involved  by  his  partnership  in 
tlie  well-known  firms  of  Mackinnon,  Mackenzie  &  Co.,  of  Calcutta, 
Bombay  and  Kurrachee,  and  Gray,  Dawes  &  Co.,  of  London,  he 
has  served  on  many  important  Government  Committees  and 
Enquiries,  with  regard  to  India,  Home  and  other  matters. 


To  mention  only  a  few  of  the&e :— as  one  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  His  Majesty's  Government,  he  took  part  in  the 
conference  with  the  United  States  and  Mexican  authorities,  to 
discuss  the  introduction  of  the  Gold  Standard  into  Mexico  and 
China,  in  1903,  after  which,  Sir  James  Mackay,  as  he  then  was, 
formed  one  of  Lord  Jersey's  Committee  of  Enquiry  into  the  status 
and  working  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  Local  Government 
Board,  and  from  1905-07,  his  services  were  requisitioned  by  the 
Treasury  for  a  Committee  of  Enquiry  with  regard  to  the  working 
of  Government  Workshops. 

As  the  Government's  Special  Commissioner  and  Plenipo- 
tentiary, his  lordship  negotiated  a  Commercial  Treaty  with  China, 
which,  after  spending  a  year  in  that  Country,  lie  signed  at 
Shanghai  on  September  5th,  1892. 

Lord  Inchcape,  who  is  a  Director  of  the  Suez  Canal,  as  well 
as  of  the  National  &  Provincial  Bank  of  England  and  the  British 
India  Steam  Navigation  Co.,  is  the  second  son  of  the  late  James 
Mackay,  Esq.,  and  his  wife,  Deborah,  daughter  of  Alexander  Lyle, 
and  was  born  at  Arbroath,  in  Forfarshire,  on  September  nth, 
1852. 

He  gained  his  education  from  the  Arbroath  and  Elgin 
Academies,  and  shortly  after  he  had  attained  his  majority,  made 
his  first  acquaintance  with  the  Far  East.  Since  that  time  nearly 
forty  years  of  strenuous  work  lie  behind  him. 

By  his  marriage  in  1883  with  Jane  Paterson,  daughter  of 
James  Shanks,  Esq.,  of  Rosely,  in  Forfarshire,  his  lordship  has  a 
son  and  heir,  the  Hon.  Kenneth  Mackay,  born  in  1S87,  who,  after 
his  education  at  Eton  and  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  was  called 
to  the  Bar  at  the  Inner  Temple  in  1910. 

Lord  Inchcape  is  one  of  the  chief  landowners  in  Great  and 
Little  Chesterford,    parishes   on    the   Cambridgeshire   borders   of 


Essex.  Chesterford  Park,  his  lordship's  Essex  seat,  about  a  mile 
from  the  last  mentioned  village,  is  an  imposing  modern  mansion, 
pleasingly  situated  within  an  extensive  deer  park  of  some  three 
hundred  and  fifty  acres. 

Great  Chesterford,  with  its  ancient  tenure  of  Borough 
English,  enjoyed  many  important  privileges  in  former  days  as 
part  of  the  demesne  of  the  Crown,  such  as  exemption  from  tolls  at 
fairs,  markets,  bridges,  etc.,  all  of  which  are  enumerated  in  a 
charter  of  King  Charles  I.'s  dated  May  23rd,  1634,  which  the 
historian,  Wright,  mentions  as  one  of  the  chief  treasures  of  the 
Church  Chest. 

Many  Paleolithic,  Neolithic  and  Roman  relics  have  been 
found  in  this  vicinity,  and  the  place  evidently  attained  consider- 
able importance  during  the  period  of  Roman  occupation.  It 
has  been,  and  is,  naturally,  the  subject  of  much  antiquarian 
interest. 

His  lordship,  who  holds  the  Knights'  Grand  Cross  of  St. 
Michael  and  St.  George,  is  a  Knight  Commander  of  the  Order  of 
the  Star  of  India  and  of  the  Indian  Empire. 

7,  Seamore  Place,  Mayfair,  W.,  is  his  town  residence,  and 
the  Athenaeum  and  Oriental  Clubs  number  Lord  Inchcape 
among  their  members. 


mopn$  park. 

Cbe  i)on.  mr$.  loes. 


CHE   HON.  MRS.  IVES,  the  present  owner  of  Moyns  Park,  on 
the  Suffolk  and  Cambridgeshire  borders  of  Essex,  is  Susan 
Anne,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  James,  4th  Lord  Talbot  de 
Malahide   and    his   wife,    the    late    Maria    Margaretta,   youngest 
daughter   of    the   late    Patrick    Murray,    Esq.,    of    Simprim,    in 
Forfarshire. 

No  family  occupies  a  like  place  in  Irish  annals,  for  the 
Talbots  de  Malahide  alone  can  prove  their  claim  to  have  held 
their  Castle  and  Lordship  of  Malahide  directly  under  the  Crown 
since  Richard  Talbot,  Chevalier,  received  a  confirmatory  grant  of 
the  property,  "  with  Sac  and  Soc,  Tol  and  Them,  infangthef  and 
the  judgement  of  Water,  of  Iron,  the  Duel,  the  Pit,  the  Gallows," 
etc.,  from  Henry  II.,  after  the  Conquest  of  Ireland  in  1172.  Nor 
have  they  ever  acknowledged  any  feudal  superior,  save  the  King 
of  England. 


The  Lords  Talbot  de  Malahide,  Barons  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  have  a  common  ancestor  with  the  Earls  of  Shrewsbury 
in  that  Richard  de  Talbott  whose  name  appears  in  the  Domesday 
Record.  They  have  enjoyed  the  title  of  hereditary  Lord  Admiral 
of  Malahide  and  the  seas  adjoining  since  the  days  of  Edward  IV., 
and  rank  as  Barons  Malahide.  of  Malahide,  County  Dublin,  in  the 
Irish  Peerage. 

By  her  marriage  on  April  7th,  1864,  with  the  late  Major 
General  Cecil  Robert  St.  John  Ives,  of  Moyns  Park,  in  Essex  and 
Corpusty  in  Norfolk,  formerly  in  command  of  the  Horse  Guards, 
(Blue),  and  a  Magistrate  for  Berwick  and  Suffolk,  Mrs.  Ives  has 
four  daughters.  The  eldest,  Violet  Maude  Cecil,  married  in  1889, 
Sir  James  Heron  Walker,  Bt.,  of  Sand  Hutton,  and  had  issue,  four 
sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom.  Sir  Robert  James  Milo  Walker, 
succeeded  his  father  as  4th  Baronet  of  his  line  in  his  eleventh  year, 
on  the  death  of  Sir  James  Walker  in  November  igoo.  In  1Q07, 
Lady  Walker  married  again,  her  second  husband  being  Major 
George  Davey  Symonds,  of  the  Royal  Artillery. 

From  the  arcliitectural  as  well  as  from  the  picturesque 
point  of  view,  Moyns  Park,  the  seat  of  Mrs.  Ives,  ranks  as  one  of 
the  most  handsome  Elizabethan  mansions  within  the  County  of 
Essex. 

According  to  Morant,  this  property  was  anciently  held  of 
the  Honor  of  Castle  Hedingham,  for  the  service  of  half  a  knight's 
fee.  It  derives  its  name  from  the  Le  Moine,  Moign,  or  Mohun  family, 
who  are  believed  to  iiave  settled  here  soon  after  the  Conquest. 
Robert  Fitzgilbert  Le  Moign,  holding  of  the  Castle  of  Hedingham, 
paid  the  Earl  of  Oxford  50/-  as  a  relief  from  service  in  1254.  His 
descendants  continued  there  until  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth 
century,  after  which  the  property  was  carried  by  Joan  Le  Moyn  to 
her  husband,  William  Gent,  a  member  of  another  old  Essex  house, 
who    owned     Moyns    Park    thenceforward    until    comparatively 


recent  times,   when,  after  passing  through  various  hands,  it  was 
acquired  finally  by  the  lafe  Major  General  C.  R.  S.  Ives. 

To  Thomas  Gent,  "  the  glory  and  ornament  of  his  family," 
a  noted  Elizabethan  lawyer,  who  in  15S6  became  a  Baron  of  the 
Exchequer,  belongs  the  credit  of  having  built  the  exquisite  West 
Front  of  the  house,  which,  with  its  four  gables  and  fine  inter- 
spacing bays,  is  accounted  the  leading  architectural  feature.  The 
mellowed  tones  of  the  old  bricks,  with  stone  dressings,  blend  with 
the  sombre-leaved  growth  of  ivy,  which,  in  places,  attains  a  depth 
of  three  feet.  Over  the  central  doorway,  the  arms  of  the  Moigns 
appear,  and  parts  of  their  older  house  have  been  happily  retained 
at  the  back  of  Baron  Thomas  Gent's  work.  The  dairy,  in 
particular,  is  said  to  be  of  fourteenth  century  date.  A  portion  of 
the  moat  still  remains,  now  conveniently  and  picturesquely 
spanned  by  a  rustic  bridge,  in  marked  contrast  to  the  time  when 
an  efficient  drawbridge  was  necessary  for  the  security  of  every 
moated  mansion. 

The  surrounding  gardens  are  dreams  of  natural  loveliness. 
Roses  seem  to  love  these  old  walls,  their  effect  on  the  pergola  in 
the  South  Walk,  by  the  older  part  of  the  house,  is  to  add  a  vista 
of  fairy-like  beauty  to  an  already  delightful  scene.  In  the  Rose 
Garden,  a  delicately  blended  sea  of  colour  shimmers  in  the 
sunlight.  Save  for  some  curiously  cut  shrubs,  clipped  into  the 
semblance  of  tables,  and  the  rounded  yew  hedge  by  the  fine 
Bowling  Green,  there  is  a  complete  absence  of  formality.  Well- 
tended,  the  flowers  attain  a  natural  luxuriance,  more  pleasing  than 
any  studied  arrangement.  With  grass  paths,  wide  stretches  of 
lawn,  a  gold  fish  pond,  with  gently  sloping  banks,  and  beyond,  a 
well-timbered  park  of  two  hundred  acres,  the  environs  of  Moyns 
Park  are  singularly  complete  in  beautiful  detail. 

Steeple  Bumpstead,  or  Bumpstead  Turrim  parish,  in  which 
iVIrs.  Ives'  residence  is  situate,  and  whereof  she  is  the  chief  land- 


owner,  derives  its  name  from  an  ancient  Steeple  or  Tower,  that 
formerly  stood  near  the  road,  between  Haverhill  and  Baythorn 
Bridge.  In  the  centre  of  the  village  is  the  Moot  Hall,  a  stout,  oak 
timbered  building,  erected  in  1592,  and  carefully  restored  in  i8go. 

Mrs.  Ives  owns  other  property  at  Corpusty,  formerly 
belonging  to  the  late  General  Ives,  and  is  the  patron  of  one 
living. 


eapnes  park,  Upmlnster. 

Benrp  loslin  esq..  3.P..  D.£.,  C.H. 


REPRESENTATIVE  of  a   family    long   since  connected  with 
Essex,  Henry  Joslin,  Esq.,  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  Henry 
Joslin,  Esq.,  of  Hoppey  Hall,  Upminster,  where  he  was  born 
on  February  26th,  1839. 

Educated  privately  and  at  Brentwood  Grammar  School,  Mr. 
Joslin  married  in  1865  Rebecca  Mary,  daughter  of  Edward  Giles, 
Esq.,  of  Clapham  Common,  and  widow  of  the  Rev.  George 
Clayton,  of  Gaynes  Park,  Upminster.  This  lady,  who  brought  the 
property  to  her  second  husband,  died  on  Christmas  Eve,  1873, 
without  issue. 

High  Sheriff  for  his  County  for  the  year  1895-6,  Mr.  Joslin 
has  rendered  further  valuable  civic  service  as  a  Magistrate  and 
Deputy  Lieutenant  and  an  Alderman  of  the  County  Council. 

Among  other  important  positions,  he  holds  those  of  a  Life 
Fellow  of  the  Imperial  Institute  and  Honorary  Life  Governor  of 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  and  a  Fellowof  the  Royal 
Colonial  Institution. 


Gaynes  Park,  Upminster,  which  bears  the  same  name  as  the 
seat  of  W.  S.  Chisenhale-Marsh,  Esq.,  in  Theydon  Garnon,  in  this 
County,  is  a  modern  mansion  after  the  Elizabethan  style  of 
architecture.  The  estate  extends  to  the  neighbouring  parishes  of 
Cranham,  North  Ockendon,  Rainham  and  Hornchurch.  The 
immediate  surroundings  of  the  mansion  are  rendered  additionally 
picturesque  by  a  great  variety  of  shrubberies  and  plantations, 
while  the  presence  of  a  lake  of  six  acres  contributes  further  to  their 
charm. 

Mr.  Joslin  is  one  of  the  chief  landowners  in  Upminster 
parish. 


^)/S 


Rioer  Bouse,  earrs  Coinc* 


CUE  present  owner  of  Colne   Prior}',   in  the  parish  of  Earl's 
Colne,  and  now  resident  at  River   House,  Mrs.  Keeling,  is 
Florence  Mary,   the  only  daughter  and  heiress  of  the  late 
John  Carwardine  Esq.,  J. P.,  of  Colne  Priory,  and  thus  comes  of  a 
family  whose  connection  with  the  last  mentioned  beautiful  seat 
dates  back  some  hundreds  of  years. 

This  lady's  marriage  with  John  William  Howard  Keeling, 
Esq.,  of  the  son  of  the  late  Rev.  W.  G.  Keeling,  M.A.,  of  Surbiton, 
took  place  in  i88g. 


ftorkeslep  park* 

Commanaer  eawara  Barrinflton  Purois  Kelso,  R.R.  (ret.), 

O.C,  3.P. 


?ORMERLY  known  as  Neyland  Park,  owing  to  the  fact  of 
Great  Horkesley  parish  having  once  formed  part  of  the 
considerable  Manor  of  Neyland,  Horkesley  Park,  the  seat  of 
Commander  E.  B.  P.  Kelso,  is  a  comparatively  modern  mansion, 
well  placed  on  a  hill  side,  with  sturdy  oaks  grouped  about  it. 
The  northern  side  of  the  house  overlooks  the  park,  and  the 
southern,  stretches  of  well  laid  out  gardens. 

The  present  holder  of  the  manorial  rights  of  Great  Horkesley 
is  Commander  Kelso.  It  is  uncertain  when  these  were  first 
separated  from  Neyland  Manor.  The  estate  was  formerly  with 
the  great  Scrope  family,  and  was  held  by  Sir  John  le  Scrope,  of 
Masham,  at  his  death  in  1455,  of  Alice,  Duchess  of  Suffolk  "by  the 
service  of  one  rose,  yearly." 


Among  later  owners  were  the  Danbys,  Westons  and  Gibbs, 
and  in  1820,  the  property  was  acquired  by  P.  Harrold,  Esq.,  from 
whom  it  was  purchased  in  1841  by  Captain  E.  J.  F.  Kelso,  father 
of  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch. 

Great  Horkesley  parish  lies  about  five  miles  from  Colchester, 
with  which  historic  centre  it  is  connected  by  means  of  the 
Causeway,  a  straight  Roman  road.  The  River  Stour  forms  a 
natural  boundary  between  this  parish  and  the  County  of  Suffolk,  and 
among  much  else  that  is  interesting,  is  a  chantry,  of  early  sixteenth 
century  date,  founded  and  endowed  by  John  Falcon,  which,  with 
a  blocked  east  window  and  fine  corbie  gables,  has  now  been 
converted  into  a  cottage.  Other  relics  of  the  past  are  the  remains 
of  Pitchbury,  or  Pitsbury  Ramparts,  entrenchments,  near 
Woodhouse  farm,  generally  considered  to  be  of  British  origin. 

TheKelsos,  of  Kelsoland,  whose  present  head  is  Commander 
Kelso,  were  of  early  importance  in  Scotland,  the  Hugo  de  Kelso 
appearing  in  the  Ragman  Roll  of  1297,  being  described  by  some 
authorities  as  the  ancestor  of  his  house.  Kelsoland  was  chartered 
to  Thomas  Kelso  in  1444,  and  sold  by  his  descendants  in  1671. 

The  eldest  son  of  the  late  Captain  Edward  John  Francis 
Kelso,  of  Horkesley  Park,  formerly  of  the  72nd  Highlanders,  and 
his  wife,  Frances  Laetitia  Philippa,  only  child  and  heiress  of 
Barrington  Purvis,  Esq,,  of  Porters  Hall,  Essex,  Commander  Kelso 
was  born  at  Long  Melford,  in  Suffolk,  in  1842,  and  having  entered 
the  Navy,  served  as  a  cadet  in  the  Mediterranean  from  1855-6,  the 
next  three  years  being  passed  as  a  midshipman,  in  Indian  and 
Chinese  waters.  In  1862,  and  again  from  1867-g,  he  bore  his  share 
in  operations  connected  with  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade 
on  the  African  coast,  and  after  serving  in  the  West  Indies  retired 
from  the  Navy  in  1874  with  the  rank  of  Commander. 


As  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  a  Deputy  Lieutenant, 
Commander  Kelso  shows  himself  mindful  of  his  civic  obligations 
to  his  County. 

His  marriage  with  Agnes  Marion,  only  daughter  and  heiress 
of  the  late  Richard  Hodgson  Galloway,  Esq.,  was  celebrated 
in  1887. 

26,  Hyde  Park  Square,  S.W.,  is  Commander  Kelso's  town 
address  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Carlton,  Army  and  Navy, 
Wellington  and  Junior  Carlton  Clubs. 


Lieut. -Colonel  Henry  Kemble,  J. P. 


RuniDell   l)alK  RunwelK   near  Ulickford* 

£ieut.=Colonel  (ret.)  Rcnrp  Kemble,  l.P. 


CHE  present  Lord   of  the  Manor  and  owner  of  Runwell  Hall, 
Lieut. -Colonel    Henry  Kemble,  comes  of  an  ancient  race,  for 
the   Kembles   of    Wydell   and   Stratton,    in    Wiltshire,  are 
known    to    have   been  seated   at   Margaret   Stratton  earlier  than 
1416. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century,  they  became 
connected  with  Hertfordshire,  through  the  Colonel's  great-grand- 
father, Thomas  Kemble,  acquiring  the  historic  estate  of  Gobions, 
or  Gubbins  Park,  in  North  Mimms.  This  famous  property  derived 
its  name  from  the  Gobions,  who  were  seated  there  as  far  back  as 
the  troublous  reign  of  King  Stephen.  Later,  it  was  held  by  the 
Mores,  and  on  Sir  Thomas  More's  attainder,  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
VIII.,  passed  temporarily  to  the  Crown,  ere  it  was  restored 
subsequently  to  the  family.  Finally,  the  estate,  which  had  also 
acquired  the  name  of  More  Hall,  was  perforce  disposed  of  by  Basil 
More,  whose  loyalty  to  Kiug  Charles  I.  had  considerably  crippled 
his  resources,  its  new  owner  being  Sir  Edward  Desbovery,  of 
London,  whose  son  again  sold  it  in  1697  to  Mr.  Pitchcraft,  from 
whom  it  was  acquired  by  Jeremy  Sambrooke,  subsequently  Sir 
Jeremy  Sambrooke,  Bt. 


In  his  time,  the  gardens,  which  had  been  laid  out  by 
Bridgman,  had  become  famous  for  their  natural  beauty,  and  their 
freedom  from  the  disfiguring  formality  of  the  so-called  "  topiary 
triumphs"  of  the  day,  was  hailed  by  Walpole  as  an  indication  of 
"  the  dawn  of  modern  taste." 

After  the  death  of  Sir  Jeremy  Sambrooke,  in  1754,  Gobions 
knew  many  owners,  until  at  last,  it  passed  to  Colonel  Kemble's 
great-grandfather. 

His  son  and  successor,  Thomas  Nash  Kemble,  Esq.,  of 
Gobions  Park,  filled  the  Shrievalty  of  Hertfordshire  in  1825,  and 
acquired  the  Runwell  Hall  property  in  Essex.  After  his  death  in 
1833,  Gobions  Park  was  sold,  and  was  purchased  by  Robert 
Gaussen,  Esq.,  who  pulled  down  the  house,  and  united  the  park 
with  his  own,  Brookraans  Park,  which  adjoined  it.  Mimwood, 
which  belonged  to  the  Gobions  property,  was  also  sold.  Mrs. 
Virginia  Kemble,  widow  of  Tliomas  Nash  Kemble,  Esq.,  moved 
to  Leggatts,  a  prettily  wooded  residence  on  the  estate,  in  1833, 
which,  (with  Little  Heath  Farm,  now  covered  with  houses,  and  on 
which  a  Church  has  been  built,)  was  sold  after  that  Lady's  death 
in  1870. 

Among  the  many  relics  of  interest  at  Runwell  Hall  are 
some  sketches  of  this  former  seat  of  Colonel  Kemble's  family. 
Another  memento  of  Gobions  is  the  beautiful  clock  and  bell 
(bearing  the  date  1780),  now  in  the  stable  tower.  The  clock  has 
been  pronounced  by  experts  to  be  one  of  the  finest  in  the  County, 
and  the  exquisitely  mellowed  chimes  are  almost  unrivalled  for 
sweetness  of  tone. 

By  1853,  Mr.  Thomas  Kemble,  its  then  owner,  had  taken 
up  residence  permanently  at  Runwell  Hall.  He  was  a  prominent 
figure  in  the  Essex  Union  Country  and  among  the  many  trophies 
of  the  hunt  to  be  seen  in  the  beautiful  old  oak  panelled  Hall, 
(which  panelling,  by   the  way  once  belonged   to  an  old  manor 


house  on  the  estate,  and  was  transferred  to  its  present  quarters 
after  the  demolition  of  the  building)  are  two  hunting  horns,  the 
same  carried  by  the  late  Thomas  Kemble,  when  he  hunted  his 
own  Harriers  in  this  neighbourhood  from  1836-1839. 

In  other  directions,  this  member  of  the  family  rendered 
important  service  to  Essex.  High  Sheriff  for  the  County  in  1872, 
he  ably  discharged  the  duties  of  Chairman  of  the  Quarter  Sessions 
for  fifteen  years,  and  from  1857  until  his  death  in  1903,  acted  as 
Chairman  of  the  Chelmsford  Bench  of  Magistrates,  in  addition  to 
which  he  was  an  Alderman  of  the  County  Council,  and  a 
Magistrate  for  Hertfordshire,  so  that  he  may  be  said  to  have 
liberally  fulfilled  his  civic  obligations. 

The  late  Thomas  Kemble's  lengthy  association  (as  Secretary), 
with  the  Chelmsford  Beefsteak  Club,  (founded  in  1768,  the 
membership  being  restricted  to  forty)  was  marked  at  the  conclusion 
of  his  fortieth  year  of  office  on  May  14th,  1897,  by  the  presentation 
of  a  silver  cup,  now  in  the  possession  of  Colonel  Kemble,  on  whom, 
be  it  noted,  has  fallen  the  mantle  of  his  father's  office. 

By  his  marriage  in  1839  with  Laura,  daughter  of  the  late 
William  Le  Blanc,  of  Pippingford  Lodge,  in  Sussex,  the  late 
Thomas  Kemble  had  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom 
Colonel  Kemble,  is  the  third  but  only  surviving  son,  while  Miss 
Augusta  Frances  Kemble,  who  lives  with  her  brother,  and  another 
sister,  Mrs.  Chalker-Pearse,  of  Oxford,  are  the  only  other  remaining 
members  of  the  family. 

Born  at  Leggatts,  North  Mimms,  in  Hertfordshire,  on  May 
5th,  1845,  Colonel  Kemble,  late  of  the  Dorsetshire  Regiment, 
received  his  education  at  Winchester  and  Sandhurst.  As  a  young 
man,  he  served  four  years  in  Canada,  and  the  Fenian  Raid  of  1866 
was  included  in  his  experiences.  He  subsequently  served  in  India 
and  in  Egypt. 


At  the  present  time,  he  is  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace 
for  Essex,  and  is  as  devoted  to  liunting  as  was  his  father  before 
him. 

Runwell  Hall  estate  consists  of  1330  acres.  Well  timbered 
and  affording  many  far-reaching  views,  it  ma)'  be  said  to  include 
some  of  the  most  picturesque  country  that  Essex  affords.  The 
name  of  the  parish  is  said  to  have  been  derived  from  a  spring  of 
water  on  F^oplar's  Farm  on  the  estate,  which  was  mentioned  in  the 
Domesday  Book,  and  is  said  never  to  have  run  dry  from  that  day 
to  this. 

In  the  days  of  the  Saxons,  Iving  Athelstan  bestowed  the 
Lordship  of  Runwell  on  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  Paul,  at 
which  time,  it  was  represented  by  twelve  houses  with  farms. 
Save  for  a  temporary  lapse  at  the  Conquest  to  the  new  King,  it 
remained  with  the  Dean  and  Chapter  until  1546,  for  King  William 
I.,  doubtless  making  a  virtue  of  expediency,  is  said  to  have 
"restored  to  God,  St.  Paul  and  their  servants  "  the  property  he 
had  wrested  from  them. 

The  house,  now  a  commodious  red  brick  edifice,  was 
originally  built  in  1814,  when  it  was  called  New  Hall,  but  under- 
went considerable  alterations  and  enlargement  at  the  hands 
of  the  present  owner's  father  in  1853,  part  of  the  existing 
fabric  being  pulled  down  at  that  time.  The  site  of  Old  Runwell 
Hall  is  now  occupied  by  Runwell  Hall  Farm. 

Many  fascinating  engravings  and  pictures  of  hunting  life  in 
this  district  in  olden  days  are  a  feature  of  an  interesting  interior, 
and  afford  eloquent  comment  on  the  stupendous  c^hanges  that  have 
taken  place  in  recent  years. 

Surmounting  the  two  horns  already  mentioned  in  the 
magnificently  panelled  Hall  are  the  coats  of  arms  of  various 
earlier  and  other  members  of  Colonel  Kemble's  family.     Here,  too, 


Runwell  Hall. 


a  beautifully  stuffed  fox  by  Leadbetter  of  Regent  Street, 
(celebrated  in  his  day)  recalls  a  singular  hunting  incident. 
During  a  run  of  Lord  Petre's  hounds  in  1836,  a  fox  ran  to  earth, 
and  was  dug  out  in  due  course.  After  the  earth  had  been  left, 
attention  was  again  attracted  to  it,  and  on  investigation,  a  second 
fox  was  found  to  have  been  accidentally  suffocated,  and  this 
victim  of  mischance  now  finds  place  in  Runwell  Hall. 

Colonel  Kemble  is  the  chief  landowner  in  Runwell  parish, 
some  six  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  which  are  in  his  own 
occupation.  The  United  Service  Club  numbers  this  gentleman 
amongst  its  members. 


Boreham  l>ou$e,  Chelmsford. 

Cbe  Ridbt  l)on.  Cbe  Baron  Kenpon.  K.C.V.O.*  D.£.,  J.p.^C.D. 


FOURTH  in  descent  from  that  famous  legal  luminary  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  Lloyd,  ist  Baron  Kenyon,  of  Gredington, 
in  Flintshire,  the  successor  of  Lord  Mansfield  as  Lord  Chief 
Justice  of  England  in  1788,  who  within  the  eight  previous  years 
had  held  the  offices  of  Master  of  the  Rolls,  Attorney  General  and 
Chief  Justice  of  Chester,  and  in  1784,  four  years  before  he  was 
raised  to  the  Peerage,  had  been  the  recipient  of  a  Baronetcy,  Sir 
Lloyd  Kenyon,  Bt.,  and  4th  Lord  Kenyon,  comes  of  an  ancient 
family,  whose  earliest  ancestor,  Jordan  Kenyon,  held  the  lordship 
of  the  manor  bearing  his  name  within  the  parish  of  Winwick, 
Lancaster,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  111.  Later,  Kenyon  was  lost  to 
the  family  on  the  marriage  of  Almarica  Kenyon,  who  brought  it 
to  her  husband,  Thurston  Holland,  of  Denton.  For  a  time  the 
Kenyons  made  Park-head,  in  the  vicinity  of  Blackburn,  their  chief 
residence,  subsequently  removing  to  Peel  Hall,  Bolton-le-Moors, 
which  latter,  together  with  Gredington,  in  Flintshire,  is  still 
among  his  lordship's  residences. 


Boreham  House,  Lord  Kenyon's  Essex  seat,  lies  within  the 
parish  of  Boreham,  nearly  four  miles  from  Chelmsford.  The 
mansion  was  built  in  1728  by  Benjamin  Hoare,  and  enriched  with 
antique  marbles  and  other  ornamentation  taken  from  New  Hall, 
once  an  occasional  residence  of  Henry  VIII.,  subsequently  the  seat 
of  the  Earls  of  Sussex  and  the  Dukes  of  Buckingham  and  now  an 
establishment  of  the  Nuns  of  the  Order  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre. 

At  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century,  during  the  lengthy 
trial  of  Warren  Hastings,  the  first  Governor  General  of  the 
English  possessions  in  India,  and  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  for  malad- 
ministration, Boreham  House  was  the  residence  of  the  latter, 
whose  establishment  included  fifty  servants.  The  two  wings  were 
added  by  a  subsequent  owner.  Sir  John  Tyrell,  Bt.,  who  was  the 
author  of  many  other  improvements,  the  arms  of  his  house 
appearing  on  the  pediment  in  the  centre. 

Sir  John's  family  had  an  interesting  history,  as  descendants 
of  that  Sir  Walter,  whose  arrow  put  an  end  to  the  life  of  the  Red 
King,  and  whose  successors  for  fifteen  generations  bore  the  honour 
of  Knighthood.  They  were  the  recipients  of  a  Baronetcy  in  1673, 
which  expired  nearly  a  century  later,  the  title  being  bestowed 
again  in  1809  on  Sir  John  Tyrell,  High  Sheriff  for  Essex  in 
1827. 

Two  good  avenues  of  trees  form  the  approach  to  the  house, 
before  which  stretches  a  fine  lake,  and  the  park  of  about  one 
hundred  acres  makes  a  picturesque  setting  for  a  fine  herd  of 
deer. 

The  Church  of  St.  Andrew  in  Boreham  parish  contains  the 
family  vault  of  the  Tyrells,  and  within  the  Sussex  Chapel  are 
monuments  of  the  Redcliffes,  extinct  Earls  of  Sussex  and  Barons 
and  Viscounts  Fitzwalter. 


The  only  child  of  the  Hon.  Lloyd  Kenyon,  eldest  son  of 
Lloyd,  3rd  Baron,  who  predeceased  his  father,  the  present  holder 
of  the  title  succeeded  his  grandfather  at  the  age  of  five  on  July 
14th,  i86g. 

His  lordship  was  educated  at  Eton  and  Christ  Church, 
Oxford,  holds  the  office  of  President  of  the  University  College  of 
North  Wales,  and  in  1913  was  one  of  the  speakers  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Members  and  Associates  of  the  British  Association. 
He  has  held  office  at  Court  under  three  monarchs,  as  Lord-in- 
Waiting  to  Queen  Victoria  from  igoo-oi,  thence  on  to  1905,  he 
acted  in  a  similar  capacity  to  the  late  King  Edward  VII.,  and  in 
1912  was  appointed  Aide-de-Camp  to  His  Majesty,  George  V. 

Created  a  Knight  Commander  of  the  Royal  Victorian  Order 
on  July  9th,  1907,  Lord  Kenyon  also  holds  the  Cross  of  the 
Dannebrog  and  of  the  Order  of  the  Crown  of  Italy. 

His  lordship  is  Lieutenant  Colonel  commanding  the  Shrop- 
shire Yeomanry,  and  has  the  Territorial  Decoration  for  length  of 
service. 

Shropshire,  Denbigh  and  Flint  lay  claim  to  a  share  of  his 
time.  He  is  a  Deputy  Lieutenant  and  Magistrate  for  the  first 
mentioned,  and  serves  both  Welsh  Counties  in  the  latter  capacity. 

Lord  Kenyon  is  unmarried,  and  the  heir  presumptive  to  the 
title  therefore  is  his  uncle,  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  William  Trevor 
Kenyon,  formerly  Rector  of  Malpas  in  Cheshire,  and  only  surviving 
son  of  the  late  Lloyd,  3rd  Baron  Kenyon. 

Hunting  and  Shooting  occupy  a  prominent  place  in  his 
lordship's  leisure  hours. 

Lord  Kenyon 's  town  residence  is  2H,  The  Albany,  Piccadilly, 
W.,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Carlton,  Turf  and  White's  Clubs. 


CDe  Grooe,  iUitDam. 

Percp  eaioard  Caurcna.  esq.,  3.p. 


^S  one   who  has  the  interests  of  his  County  sincerely  at  heart, 
and   leaves  no  stone  unturned  to  further  its  welfare,   Percy 
Edward  Laurence,   Esq.,  of  The  Grove,    Witham,    is    well 
known  in  this  district. 

Since  1897,  Mr.  Laurence  has  been  on  the  Commission  of 
the  Peace  for  Essex,  and  as  President  of  the  Witham  Constitutional 
Club  and  of  its  Cricket  Club  as  well  as  Treasurer  of  the  Maldon 
Division  of  the  Central  Conservative  and  Unionist  Association,  to 
instance  only  a  few  of  the  local  institutions  with  which  he  has 
been  connected,  has  won  a  wide  popularity  in  this  County. 

The  son  of  the  late  Sydney  Laurence,  Esq.,  of  Clapham 
Park,  and  his  wife,  Mary  Anne,  daughter  of  Arthur  Jones,  Esq  ,  of 
Cardigan,  Mr.  Laurence  was  born  on  June  23rd,  1851,  and  educated 
at  Harrow  and  abroad. 


His  marriage  with  Mary,  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  Charles 
B.  Leigh,  of  Goldhanger,  has  given  him  three  daughters. 

Mr.  Laurence  is  a  good  sportsman,  with  a  special  preference 
for  hunting  and  shooting,  as  the  occupations  of  his  leisure  hours. 

The    Bath    Club    numbers    this    gentleman    amongst   its 
members. 


fXX 


Bell)u$* 

Sir  Cbomas  Barren=£ennard,  Bt..  D.£.,  3.P.,  m,n. 


BELHUS,  the  beautiful  seat  of  Sir  Thomas  Barrett-Lennard, 
2nd  Bt.,  in  Southern  Essex,  derives  its  name  from  its  ancient 
owners.  By  marriage  with  Alicia,  the  daughter  and  co-heir 
of  Sir  Thomas  Belhus,  Kt.,  John  Barrett,  of  Hawkhurst,  in  Kent, 
who  settled  in  Aveley,  in  1400,  acquired  the  moiety  of  that  manor, 
the  remaining  portion  being  subsequently  added  by  his  grandson, 
Robert  Barrett. 

With  this  family  the  property  continued  until  1644,  on  the 
death  of  Lord  Newburgh  of  Fife,  without  issue,  by  which  title  Sir 
Edward  Barrett,  Kt.,  was  raised  to  the  Scottish  Peerage  in  1627. 
His  lordship's  great-grandmother,  Elizabeth,  after  the  death  of  her 
first  husband,  George  Barrett,  in  1525,  married  Sir  John  Baker ; 
and  the  marriage  of  the  latter's  grand-daughter,  Chrysogona 
Baker,  with  Sir  Henry  Lennard,  afterwards  Lord  Dacre,  ultimately 
brought  Belhus  to  this  great  family,  for  Lord  Newburgh 
bequeathed  that  estate,  together  with  other  property  in  Essex, 


to  the  Hon.  Richard  Lennard,  grandson  of  Sir  Henry  and 
Chrysogona  Lennard,  on  condition  he  assumed  the  name  of 
Barrett. 

The  Lennards,  an  ancient  Kentish  family,  succeeded  to  the 
Dacre  Barony  by  virtue  of  the  marriage  of  Samson  Lennard,  who 
died  in  1615,  with  the  Hon.  Margaret  Fynes,  Baroness  Dacre, 
jure  suo,  which  title  was  held  by  their  son,  Henry,  Lord  Dacre,  the 
husband  of  Chrysogona  Baker.  The  latter's  son,  Richard,  Lord 
Dacre,  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Sir  Arthur  Throckmorton,  was  the  mother  of  Francis,  Lord  Dacre, 
a  distinguished  Parliamentarian  in  the  Civil  War  of  Charles  L's 
time.  Her  grandson,  Thomas,  Lord  Dacre,  was  advanced  to  the 
Earldom  of  Sussex  in  1674,  and  in  addition  to  holding  the  office 
of  Lord  of  the  Bedchamber  to  Charles  II.,  was  further  connected 
with  his  Sovereign  by  his  marriage  with  that  monarch's  daughter 
by  the  Duchess  of  Cleveland,  the  Lady  Anne  FitzRoy. 

The  second  wife  of  Richard,  Lord  Dacre,  was  the  Hon. 
Dorothy  North.  Her  son,  the  Hon.  Richard  Barrett-Lennard,  to 
whom  Lord  Newburgh  left  Belhus,  ranked  as  one  of  the  most 
travelled  men  of  his  day.  Her  grandson,  Dacre  Barrett-Lennard, 
Sheriff  for  Essex  in  1706,  was  the  father  of  Richard,  who  united 
both  branches  of  the  family  by  his  marriage  with  the  Lady  Anne 
Lennard,  subsequently  Baroness  Dacre,  the  youngest  daughter  of 
the  Earl  of  Sussex.  Their  son,  Thomas,  Lord  Dacre,  who  died  in 
1786,  was  the  father  of  Sir  Thomas  Barrett-Lennard,  ist  Bt.,  the 
grandfather  of  the  present  holder  of  the  title. 

Born  on  December  29th,  1826,  Sir  Thomas  Barrett-Lennard, 
2nd  Bt.,  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  Thomas  Barrett-Lennard, 
Esq.,  sometime  MP.  for  Maldon,  and  his  second  wife,  Mary, 
daughter  of  the  late  Bartlett  Bridger  Sheddon,  Esq.,  of  Aldham 
Hall,  Suffolk.  Sir  Thomas  received  his  education  from  St.  Peter's 
College,  Cambridge,  taking  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1850, 


and  that  of  Master  of  Arts  three  years  later.  He  filled  the 
Shrievalty  for  Essex  in  1865,  and  acted  in  a  similar  capacity  for 
Monaghanin  1868,  whilst  he  ranks  among  the  Deputy  Lieutenants 
for  both  Counties,  and  is  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  for 
Essex. 

By  his  marriage  on  January  i8th,  1853,  with  Emma, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Sir  John  Page  Wood,  2nd  Bt.,  he  has  had 
issue  three  sons  and  five  daughters,  his  heir  being  his  eldest  son, 
also  Thomas,  now  of  Horsford  Manor,  Norwich. 

Like  his  father,  Mr.  Thomas  Barrett-Lennard  serves  Essex 
as  a  Magistrate  and  Deputy  Lieutenant.  He  is  also  on  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace  for  Norfolk,  an  office  for  which  his  legal 
experience  as  a  Barrister  of  the  Middle  Temple  renders  him 
peculiarly  fitted. 

The  author  of  a  fascinating  work  on  the  History  of  the 
Families  of  Barrett  and  Lennard,  painstakingly  compiled  from 
ancient  papers,  (particularly  the  M.S.  family  history  gathered 
together  by  Sir  Thomas'  great-grandfather.  Lord  Dacre),  and 
beautifully  illustrated  with  facsimiles  of  many  of  the  portraits  for 
which  Belhus  is  justly  famous,  Mr.  Bartlett-Lennard  is  also  known 
as  a  writer  on  Archaelogical  subjects,  whilst  professionally  a 
Handbook  on  the  Married  Woman's  Property  Act  and  the  Position  in 
Law  of  Women  are  attributable  to  his  pen. 

Mr.  Barrett-Lennard's  marriage  with  Mary,  daughter  of  the 
late  Rev.  Canon  William  Price,  Vicar  of  Llanarth,  Monmouthshire, 
was  celebrated  in  1884. 

Rebuilt  by  John  Barrett  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIIL,  the 
present  semi-castellated  mansion  of  Belhus,  owes  much  to  the  late 
Lord  Dacre,  whose  artistic  and  archaeological  bent  made  him 
responsible  for  the  fine  library,  especially  rich  in  heraldic  and 
topographical  works.      Well  situated  within  an  extensive  deer 


park  of  some  three  miles  in  circumference,  wherein  finely  grown 
oaks  are  particularly  numerous,  the  mansion  commands  far- 
reaching  views  over  the  Thames  into  the  adjoining  County  of 
Kent.  Among  its  chief  treasures  are  the  unbroken  series  of  family 
portraits  by  noted  artists,  dating  from  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
and  an  unique  genealogy,  compiled  by  the  order  of  Samson 
Lennard,  the  husband  of  Margaret,  Baroness  Dacre,  illuminated  in 
sixteenth  century  style  and  inscribed  on  vellum,  i8ft.  by  5ft. 

Exquisitely  worked  ancient  tapestry  drapes  many  of  the 
rooms,  the  ceilings  of  which  are  finely  carved  in  oak.  A  secret 
hiding  place,  usually  a  part  of  a  Tudor  mansion,  exists  in  an  upper 
room  of  the  tower,  ingeniously  masked  behind  lath  and  plaster. 

The  grounds  are  said  to  have  been  laid  out  by  Capability 
Brown,  who  is  also  believed  to  have  been  responsible  for  the  fine 
sheet  of  water,  known  as  the  Long  Pond,  within  the  park. 

The  Church  of  St.  Michael  in  Aveley  parish  contains  many 
memorials  of  bygone  owners  of  Belhus.  The  picturesque  alms- 
houses, were  originally  erected  by  Lord  Newburgh  in  1639,  and 
rebuilt  rather  more  than  a  century  later  by  Lady  Anne  Lennard, 
Baroness  Dacre,  in  1745. 

Sir  Thomas  Barrett-Lennard  is  lord  of  the  manor  and  chief 
landowner.  He  has  a  seaside  residence  at  7,  Lewes  Crescent, 
Brighton,  and  is  a  member  of  the  United  University  and  Brooks' 
Clubs. 


sa:^ 


Boples  Court,  Brentwood. 

3osepl)  f rands  CescDer,  esq.,  D.£.,  3.p. 


CREATED  an  Hereditary  Count  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire  by 
Pope   Pius   X,  Joseph   Francis   Lescher,   of   Boyles   Court, 
Brentwood,    Essex,    is  descended    from   an   ancient   French 
family,  formerly  seated  at  Kertzfeld,  in  Alsace,  on  whom  Louis  XIII. 
bestowed  the  dignity  of  a  Baron  of  the  old  Kingdom  of  France. 

The  founder  of  the  Essex  family,  Joseph  Francis  Lescher,  of 
Boyles  Court,  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch, 
came  to  England  with  his  younger  brother  in  1778,  and  dying  in 
1827,  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son,  Joseph  Samuel  Lescher, 
High  Sheriff  for  the  County  in  1862  and  one  of  its  Magistrates  and 
Deputy  Lieutenants.  By  his  marriage  in  1829  with  Martha, 
daughter  of  the  late  John  De  Beauvoir  Hay,  of  Stoke  Lower 
House,  Suffolk,  he  had  two  sons  and  nine  daughters,  three  of  the 
latter  entering  religion. 

Dying  in  1871,  Boyles  Court,  an  imposing  mansion  well 
situated  within  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  finely 
timbered  park,  passed  to  its  present  owner,  his  eldest  son,  Joseph 
Francis  Lescher,  Esq.,  who  was  born  on  August  6th,  1842. 


Mr.  Lescher,  who  received  his  education  at  Stonyhurst 
College,  married  in  1875  Mira  Charlotte,  daughter  of  the  late 
Captain  William  Hankey,  of  the  gth  Lancers,  by  his  wife, 
Charlotte,  daughter  of  the  Marquis  d'Etampes,  and  has  issue,  two 
daughters. 

A  Magistrate  for  Essex,  Middlesex  and  the  County  of 
London,  Mr.  Lescher  ably  discharged  the  duties  of  High 
Sheriff  for  Essex  in  1885,  and  is  one  of  that  County's  Deputy 
Lieutenants. 

Hunting,  shooting  and  travelling  form  the  ideal  occupations 
of  his  leisure  hours. 

The  Reform  and  St.  George's  Clubs  number  Mr.  Lescher 
among  their  members. 


Bishops  l)alL 

£ient.    Colonel    Cbe    Rigbt    l>oti.   Jlntelius   Ricbard    mark 
£ocku)ood,  PC,  C.V.O.,  m.p ,  D.i;«,  i.p. 


SINCE   1892,   when   tlie  late  Sir    Henry  J.  Selwin  Ibbetson,  of 
IJown    Hall,    Essex,    was    raised    to    the   Peerage  as  Baron 
Rookvvood,  Colonel  Lockwood  has  continuously  represented 
the  Conservative  interests  of  the  Epping  Division  of  the  County  at 
Westminster. 

Although  long  connected  with  Essex,  Colonel  Lockwood's 
family  were  originally  settled  in  Staffordshire,  where  they  acquired 
the  Lockwood  estate,  from  which  they  took  their  name.  This 
property  passed  by  marriage  to  the  Henshaws  of  Chester  in 
H99- 

Among  other  distinguished  members  of  this  ancient  family 
were  that  doughty  Royalist,  John  Lockwood,  who  was  severely 
wounded  at  the  Battle  of  Naseby  in  the  Civil  War  of  Charles  L's 
reign  ;  and  Richard  Lockwood,  born  in  1672,  sometime  M.P.  for 
Worcester,  Hinton  and  London,  whose  third  son,  the  Rev.  Edward 
Lockwood,  born  in  1720,  succeeded  to  the  Lambourne  Estate. 
His  eldest  son,  William,  who  had  the  misfortune  to  be  blinded  by 


a  shot  at  Westminster  School,  left  an  only  son,  William  Joseph 
Lockwood,  Esq.,  of  Dews  Hall,  Essex,  grandfather  of  the  subject 
of  tlie  present  article.  Captain  of  the  Coldstream  Guards  and 
sometime  Verderer  of  Epping  Forest.  By  his  marriage  on  June 
13th,  1816,  with  Rachel,  daughter  of  Sir  Mark  Wood,  Bt.,  of 
Gatton  Park,  Surrey,  he  connected  his  own  with  a  family  of 
ancient  Scottish  lineage,  whose  ancestor.  Sir  Andrew  Wood,  of 
Largo,  was  the  trusted  Admiral  of  James  III.  and  IV.  In  1838, 
when  the  Gatton  property  passed  to  Colonel  Lockw  ood's  father. 
Lieutenant  General  William  Mark  Lockwood,  (the  eldest  son  of 
William  Joseph  Lockwood,  Esq.,)  he  assumed  the  name  of  Wood 
in  place  of  his  own  patronymic. 

Some  eight  years  later,  General  Wood  married  on  June 
13th,  1846,  Amelia  Jane,  daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Williams,  Bt.,  of 
The  Friars,  Isle  of  Anglesey,  and  had  issue,  with  one  daughter. 
Amy  Rachel,  two  sons,  Amelius  Richard  Mark,  now  Colonel 
Lockwood,  who  reassumed  the  original  family  name  in  1876,  and 
William  Robert  Percival,  a  Deputy  Lieutenant  for  Essex  and  heir 
presumptive  to  his  elder  brother. 

Born  in  London  on  August  17th,  1847,  Colonel  Lockwood 
gained  his  early  education  from  Eton,  where  he  shared  a  study 
with  Lord  William  Beresford  and  Mr.  Walter,  of  "  The  Times" 
fame,  and  fagged  for  Sir  William  Anson.  Always  an  enthusiastic 
*'  wet  bob,"  in  the  House  Sweepstakes  of  1863,  the  future  Colonel 
had  the  satisfaction  of  acting  as  winning  cox  to  the  second 
boat. 

Like  other  members  of  his  family,  lie  entered  the  Coldstream 
Guards,  retiring  after  seventeen  years'  service  in  1S83,  with  the 
rank  of  Lieut. -Colonel. 

His  marriage  with  Isabella,  younger  daughter  of  that  noted 
diplomatist.  Sir  John  R.  Milbanke-Huskisson,  Slh  Bt.,  took  place 
on  July  20th,  1876. 


In  addition  to  his  Parliamentary  duties,  which  for  many 
years  have  included  those  appertaining  to  the  Chairmanship  of  the 
Kitchen  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  Colonel  Lockwood 
serves  Essex  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  and  as  a  Deputy 
Lieutenant,  and  ranked  formerly  as  an  Honorary  Colonel  of  the 
4th  Battalion  of  the  Essex  Regiment.  He  was  on  the  roll  of  High 
Sheriff  for  1894,  and  as  Lord  of  the  Manor  and  chief  landowner  in 
Lambourne,  has  earned  the  character  of  being  one  of  the  best  and 
most  considerate  of  the  County's  landlords.  In  the  world  of 
Freemasonry,  he  takes  high  rank,  and  in  1902  was  Provincial 
Grand  Master  for  Essex. 

Further  honours  were  bestowed  on  Colonel  Lockwood  in 
igo2.  He  was  created  a  Commander  of  the  Royal  Victorian  Order 
on  October  30th  of  that  year,  whilst  his  admission  to  the  Most 
Honourable  Privy  Council  of  Great  Britain  followed  nearly  two 
months  later,  on  December  iith. 

His  life-long  devotion  to  hunting  began  in  Essex,  almost  as 
soon  as  he  could  sit  a  pony,  and  he  has  been  faithful  to  the  County 
ever  since.  The  Colonel  is  a  good  shot,  and  among  the  many 
interesting  features  at  Bishop's  Hall,  his  picturesque  Essex  seat,  is 
a  stuffed  woodcock  in  the  Library,  shot  by  His  Majesty,  the  late 
King  Edward  VII.,  when  the  guest  of  Colonel  Lockwood. 

Standing  in  about  one  hundred  acres  of  grounds  and 
commanding  wide  and  extensive  views,  the  fine  old  mansion, 
Bishop's  Hall,  shows  to  great  advantage  amid  the  exquisitely  laid 
out  gardens,  which  are  Colonel  Lockwood's  special  care.  Some 
of  these  have  been  made  under  his  personal  supervision,  and  are 
particularly  interesting  to  horticulturists,  in  that  they  contain 
almost  every  flowering  shrub  that  can  be  grown  in  the  County,  as 
well  as  many  of  the  rarer  sorts  that  are  seldom  to  be  met  with 
north  of  Cornwall. 


The  park  is  well  timbered,  and  extensive  lakes  contribute 
further  to  the  beauty  of  the  surroundings. 

The  interior  of  the  mansion  contains  the  Colonel's  beautiful 
collections  of  majolica  and  other  china  in  addition  to  the  almost 
unrivalled  assemblage  of  County  Histories  and  many  other  lare 
and  valuable  works. 

The  unusually  large  stables  recall  the  fact  that  Colonel 
Lockwood's  father  was  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Jockey 
Club,  whilst  the  Ascot  Gold  Cups  for  the  years  1830-31-32 
commemorate  Sir  Mark  Wood's  triple  record  with  Cetus,  Lucetta 
and  Camarine.  The  all  white  family  colours  are  still  retained  by 
the  present  owner  of  Bishop's  Hall,  although  he  does  not  race. 

Bishop's  Hall  derives  its  name  from  an  early  owner,  Henry 
le  Despenser,  an  extremely  martial  Bishop  of  Norwich,  who 
played  an  active  part  in  the  suppression  of  Wat  Tyler's  Rebellion 
in  the  Counties  of  Norfolk,  Cambridgeshire  and  Huntingdonshire, 
and  died  in  1409.  His  tenure  of  the  See  was  characterised  by 
frequent  quarrels  with  the  monks  of  Norwich,  who  appear  to 
have  suffered  considerably  from  their  superior's  unwarrantable 
exactions  ere  they  agreed  to  buy  their  peace  at  the  price  of  four 
hundred  marks.  Further  field  for  the  Bishop's  energies  was 
afforded  by  the  Schism  in  the  Popedom  and  reign  of  two  Popes, 
Urban  VI.  and  Clement  VH.,  at  Rome  and  Avignon  respectively. 
So  recklessly  did  this  strenuous  member  of  the  Church  Militant 
espouse  the  cause  of  the  first  mentioned  Pontiff,  that  the  English 
King  and  Parliament  deprived  him  of  his  temporalities,  in  conse- 
quence of  many  high  handed  and  distinctly  illegal  proceedings, 
although  these  were  subsequently  restored  to  him  in  1385. 

The  Lockwood  family  removed  to  Bishop's  Hall  after  their 
formerseat,  Dews  Hall,  had  been  demolished  by  Colonel  Lockwood's 
grandfather,  and  it  has  continued  to  be  the  family  residence  since 
that  time. 


The  Church  of  St.  Mary  and  All  Saints  in  Lambourne  parish  is 
a  small  late  Norman  building,  with  a  western  wooden  belfry, 
dating  from  the  15th  century.  It  was  reseated  throughout  and  a 
new  heating  aparatus  fixed  in  i88g,  the  cost  of  this  and  other  new 
work  carried  out  at  the  same  time  being  generously  defrayed  by 
Colonel  Lockwood. 

Within  this  parish,  at  Lambourne  End,  is  a  beautiful 
woodland  district,  of  some  314  acres,  representing  all  that  is  left 
of  the  once  famous  Hainault  Forest,  which  tract  was  taken  over 
by  the  London  County  Council  from  the  Inclosure  Commissioners 
in  1903. 

Colonel  Lockwood's  town  residence  is  5,  Audley  Square, 
W.,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Carlton,  Royal  Automobile, 
Bachelors'  and  Arthur's  Clubs. 


Gosfield  Hall. 


6o$ficia  RaiK 


Co  the  antiquarian  student,  Gosfield  Hall,  the  property  and 
residence  of  Mrs.  Lowe,  presents  many  interesting  features. 
Erected   in  the  Early  Tudor  Domestic   style   by   Sir  John 
Wentworth  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.,  the  western  front,  with  its 
magnificent  Tudor  gateway,   leading  to  an  inner  quadrangle,  has 
remained  practically  unchanged  from  that  time  to  the  present. 

As  an  eloquent  illustration  of  the  means  adopted  by  astute 
subjects  to  evade  the  penalties  involved  by  erecting  castles,  as 
revived  by  that  avaricious  monarch,  Henry  VII.,  this  portion  of 
the  Hall  is  unsurpassed.  While  the  description  of  either  castle,  or 
fortress,  would  be  inapplicable  to  the  stately  brick  pile,  it  was 
evidently  designed  to  have  an  equal  power  of  resistance,  the 
outside  ground  floor  being  totally  destitute  of  windows  and  those 
of  the  upper  stories  strongly  barricaded,  so  as  to  render  it  almost 
impregnable. 


Sir  John's  daughter  and  heiress,  the  widow  of  Sir  Hugh 
Rich,  took  as  her  second  husband,  Henry  FitzAlan,  Lord 
Maltravers,  and  during  her  second  widowhood  at  Gosfield  Hall, 
was  twice  honoured  by  a  visit  from  Queen  Elizabeth  in  1561  and 
1569. 

The  north,  south  and  eastern  fronts  were  rebuilt  by  a  later 
owner,  John  Knight,  at  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
whose  rhymed  epitaph  in  the  Church  is  generally  attributed  to 
Pope.  On  his  death  in  1733,  he  left  the  estate  to  his  wife,  Anne, 
who  carried  it  in  marriage  to  her  second  husband,  Robert, 
afterwards  Lord  Nugent.  His  lordship  effected  further  alterations 
to  the  Hall,  and  in  1788  it  passed  to  his  only  daughter,  the 
Marchioness  of  Buckingham. 

To  the  Marquess  and  Machioness,  Gosfield  owed  considerable 
prosperity,  resultant  from  their  introduction  of  the  straw  plaiting 
manufacture,  notwithstanding  the  extreme  reluctance  of  its 
inhabitants  to  adopt  this  material  for  headgear.  It  was  necessary 
for  Lady  Buckingham  to  make  her  appearance  in  the  village  in  a 
beribboned  straw,  and  for  my  lord  to  attend  church,  with  a  hat  of 
a  similar  manufacture,  before  the  innovation  became  popular  :  for 
it  must  be  admitted  that  the  earliest  straw  hats  had  little  to 
commend  them  in  point  of  texture  or  beauty. 

It  was  at  Gosfield  Hall  that  the  exiled  King  of  France, 
Louis  XVIII.,  spent  part  of  his  sojourn  in  this  country,  1807-14. 
Later,  the  property  was  acquired  by  Samuel  Courtauld,  Esq.,  in 
1854,  from  whom  it  passed  on  his  death  in  1881,  to  his  adopted 
daughter  and  heiress,  Mrs.  Lowe. 

In  its  surroundings,  Gosfield  Hall  is  peculiarly  fortunate, 
standing  within  a  well  wooded  park  of  three  hundred  acres,  a  fine 
lake,  eighty  acres  in  extent  adding  to  the  beauty  of  the  western 
front.     The  interior  of  the  mansion  contains  many  paintings  by 


old  masters  as  well  as  other  works  of  art,  and  the  beautiful  oak- 
panelled  gallery,  io6ft.  long  and  12ft.  wide,  still  bears  the  name  of 
Gosfield's  royal  visitor,  Queen  Elizabeth. 

Louisa  Ruth  Harris,  now  Mrs.  Lowe,  who  is  Lady  of  the 
Manor,  chief  landowner  and  patron  of  the  living,  married  her  first 
husband,  the  late  Colonel  Arthur  Swann  Howard  Lowe,  of  the  4th 
Battalion  Derbyshire  Regiment,  (who  died  in  August  1888),  in  1865 ; 
and  in  1893,  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Percy  Taylor  Lowe, 
M.R.C.S.,  of  Beech  Holme,  Essex,  her  eldest  son,  by  her  first 
husband,  Arthur  Courtauld  Willoughby  Lowe,  Esq.,  a  Fellow  of 
the  Royal  Astronomical  and  Linnean  Societies,  etc.,  etc.,  having 
been  born  in  1866. 

Gosfield  village  ranks  among  the  most  picturesque  in  Essex, 
its  gabled,  whitewashed  and  thatched  buildings  affording 
abundance  of  material  to  the  artist. 


JllbpnSt  Romfora. 

f rcacric  Cdward  Copd.  €sq.,  3.P. 


STATELY  ALBYNS,  charmingly  situated  within  a  small  park 
of  some  fifty  acres,  now  the  residence  of  Frederic  Edward 
Loyd,  Esq.,  of  Monks  Orchard,  Beckenham,  Kent,  enjoys  the 
distinction  of   having   been   designed   by  that  famous   architect, 
Inigo  Jones. 

Its  present  occupier,  F.  E.  Loyd,  Esq.,  is  the  grandson  of 
that  eminent  banker,  Edward  Loyd,  of  Combe  House,  Surrey, 
uncle  of  Samuel  Jones,  ist  and  last  Lord  Overstone.  Mr.  F.  E. 
Loyd  is  therefore  a  second  cousin  of  Lord  Overstone's  daughter, 
Lady  Wantage. 

The  eldest  son  of  the  late  Edward  Loyd,  of  Lillesden,  and 
his  wife,  the  late  Caroline  Louisa,  daughter  of  J.  F.  Foster,  Esq.,  of 
Sale  Priory,  Cheshire,  and  Kempstone,  in  Bedfordshire,  Frederic 
Edward  Loyd  was  born  on  April  26th,  1856,  and  educated  at  Eton 
and  Trinity  College,  Cambridge. 


In  1879,  ten  years  before  he  was  called  to  the  Bar  at  the 
Inner  Temple,  Mr.  Loyd  married  Isabella,  daughter  of  Frederick 
Currey,  Esq.,  F.L.S.,  F.R.S.,  and  has,  with  other  issue,  a  son 
Lewis  Frederic  Innes  Loyd,  born  in  1880,  who  has  followed  in  his 
father's  footsteps,  both  as  regards  his  education  and  choice  of  a 
profession,  whilst  he  has  rendered  military  service  and  ranks  as  a 
Lieutenant  in  Lovat's  Scouts  Yeomanry. 

Mr.  F.  E,  Loyd  acts  as  a  Magistrate  for  the  Counties  of 
Hertfordshire,  Surrey  and  Essex,  and  is  a  member  of  Arthur's  and 
the  New  University  Clubs. 


Forest  Rail.  f>\9t>  Ongar. 

Raroia  TOcCorquodak,  €sa.,  3.p. 


CHE  present  occupant  of  picturesque  Forest  Hall,  High  Ongar, 
the    property    of    John    Walker   Newall,   Esq.,    is    Harold 
McCorquodale,    Esq.,    who    since    igo8    has  been   on   the 
Commission  of  the  Peace  for  Essex. 

The  fifth  son  of  the  late  Colonel  George  McCorquodale,  of 
Newton-le-Willows  and  Gadlys,  Anglesey,  by  his  first  wife,  Louisa 
Kate,  daughter  of  Frederick  Honan,  of  Cork,  the  subject  of  the 
present  sketch  is  thus  a  descendant  of  an  old  Scottish  family,  the 
McCorquodales,  of  Phantilans. 

Born  in  1S65,  Mr.  Harold  McCorquodale  married  on 
November  15th,  1893,  Grace,  the  daughter  of  Major  Bevil  Granville, 
of  Wellesbourne,  in  Warwickshire, 


Forest  Hall,  Mr.  McCorquodale's  Essex  residence,  is  a  stone 
mansion,  charmingly  surrounded  by  a  well  wooded  and  beautiful 
park  of  some  two  hundred  acres,  the  extensive  views  commanded 
by  the  house  being  of  a  particularly  varied  and  pleasing  character. 


l)dDertn9  park. 

mrs.  mclntosl). 


CADY  of  the  Manor  of  the  ancient  Liberty  of  Havering-Atte- 
Bower  and  chief  landowner  in  that  historic  parish,  about  three 
miles  from  Romford,  Mrs.  Mcintosh  is  the  present  owner  of 
one  of  the  favourite  retreats  of  early  Kings  of  England. 

Although  her  residence,  Havering  Park,  is  a  commodious 
modern  mansion,  it  is  built  on  the  site  of  a  portion  of  the  palace 
of  Edward  the  Confessor,  of  which  traces  still  remain.  Its  tower 
commands  wide  views  over  picturesquely  wooded  country,  and 
beyond  the  beautiful  gardens  stretches  a  well-timbered  park  of 
250  acres. 

Legend  and  fact  are  so  intimately  interwoven  at  Havering, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  discriminate  between  them.  To  begin  with,  it 
is  uncertain  whether  Edward  the  Confessor  actually  built  a  palace 
for  himself  here,  or  simply  restored  an  older  building,  erected  by 
his  predecessors. 


In  the  chapel  at  Westminster,  where  the  monastic  King  lies 
buried,  the  picturesque  legend  of  Havering-Atte-Bower  is  wrought 
in  basso  relievo,  setting  forth  the  traditional  encounter  of  St. 
John  the  Evangelist,  in  the  guise  of  a  beggar,  with  the  Confessor, 
who,  in  response  to  a  request  for  alms,  gave  him  the  only  thing  of 
value  he  had  on  him,  at  the  time,  a  ring.  The  sequel  to  the  story 
is  dated  several  years  later,  when  some  English  pilgrims  restored 
the  ring  to  the  King,  then  in  residence  at  the  Bower,  stating  that 
they  had  been  instructed  to  do  so  by  St.  John,  and  foretelling  his 
decease  within  six  months.     Hence  the  name,  Have  a  Ring. 

Nor  is  this  all.  For  a  hundred  years  after  his  death,  the 
nightingales,  whose  song  was  wont  to  disturb  the  Confessor  at  his 
prayers,  so  that  he  had  even  prayed  for  its  discontinuance,  are  said 
to  have  left  the  palace  park. 

Alike  for  the  pleasures  of  the  chase  and  the  conduct  of  a  love 
intrigue,  Havering-Atte-Bower  was  high  in  favour  with  the 
Plantagenet  Kings.  In  Tudor  times,  it  afforded  Mary  and 
Elizabeth  some  glimpses  of  happy  girlhood.  It  was  from 
Havering  that  the  latter  set  out  for  the  historic  review  at  Tilbury 
on  the  eve  of  the  defeat  of  the  Spanish  Armada,  whilst  she  also 
selected  it  as  the  starting  point  of  no  less  than  four  of  her  royal 
progresses  through  Essex. 

Pathetic  interest  attaches  to  the  visit  of  King  Charles  I.  to 
Havering  in  1637.  The  clouds  were  already  gathering  for  the 
Civil  War,  but  England,  divided  against  herself,  had  yet  to  slay 
her  King.  Thereafter,  though  men  knew  it  not  as  yet.  Havering 
ceased  to  be  a  royal  residence.  Shortly  after  the  King's  death,  the 
estate  was  divided,  and  the  old  palace  fell  into  the  hands  of  one 
of  the  judges  who  signed  the  royal  death  warrant,  Richard  Deane, 
who  razed  the  historic  building  to  the  ground  and  despoiled  the 
park  of  its  timber. 


The  Liberty  and  Peculiar  of  Havering-Atte-Bower,  which 
was  abolished  by  Order  in  Council  in  1892,  comprised  the  parishes 
of  Romford,  Hornchurch  and  Havering. 

Havering's  Church  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  which  was 
rebuilt  in  1877,  contains  an  ancient  font,  its  Purbeck  marble  bowl 
being  of  Norman  date.  Within  this  old  world  village,  the  ancient 
stocks  still  remain,  reminiscent  of  former  public  punishments 
meted  out  to  evil  doers. 

Mrs.  Mcintosh,  of  Havering  Park,  is  Charlotte  Marian, 
daughter  of  the  late  Christopher  Tower,  Esq.,  of  Huntsmore  Park, 
in  Buckinghamshire  and  Weald  Hall,  Essex,  by  his  wife,  the  late 
Lady  Sophia  Frances,  daughter  of  John,  2nd  Baron  and  ist  Earl 
Brownlow,  and  his  first  wife,  Sophia,  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Sir 
Abraham  Hume,  Bt.,  and  great-grand-daughter  of  Henry  Grey, 
Duke  of  Kent, 

Mrs.  Mcintosh  married  in  June  1877,  David  Mcintosh,  Esq  , 
of  Havering  Park,  and  four  years  later,  in  1881,  sustained  the 
severe  loss  of  her  husband. 


fA:s 


Cl>e  Rufrins,  iUicKDam  Bi$l)op$. 

n.  l>epdau  mackmurao,  6$q. 

CEN  years  ago,  the  great  natural  beauties  and  breeziness  of 
Beacon  Hill,  Wickham  Bishops,  commanding  a  view 
unrivalled  in  Essex,  and  overlooking  the  undulating  and 
prettily  wooded  valleys  of  the  Blackwater,  the  Crouch  and  the 
Thames,  captivated  the  trained  taste  of  Mr.  Mackmurdo.  Here  he 
acquired  sixty  acres  of  heather  land,  at  that  time,  chiefly  colonized 
by  rabbits,  and  "  The  Ruffins  "  has  since  come  into  being. 

From  the  outset,  peculiarly  favourable  conditions  con- 
tributed towards  its  making.  To  begin  with,  it  is  not  often  that 
an  architect  enjoys  the  pleasure  of  selecting  an  ideal  site  for 
himself,  and  absolutely  untrammelled,  is  free  to  erect  thereon  a 
house  after  his  own  heart.  Moreover,  it  is  a  still  rarer  occurrence 
that  the  same  master  mind  has  the  opportunity  of  laying  out  and 
planting  the  gardens,  that  by  appropriate  planning  complete  the 
beauty  of  a  residence. 

Mr.  Mackmurdo  began  the  right  way  up  ;  for  he  had  an 
exquisite  view,  and  he  intended  to  keep  it.  To  that  end,  be  built 
for  himself  a  commodious  bungalow  residence,  whence  he  could 
direct  operations,  and  he  then  set  about  the  development  of  the 
grounds.  The  shapely  terraces,  round  ponds,  square,  yew-walled 
lawns,  each  of  which  feature  is  set  at  a  level  slightly  lower  than 
the  others  in  order  to  protect  the  view,  in  their  formal  setting 
maintain  and  enhance  the  architectural  motive  of  the  house  and 
form  a  singularly  harmonious  whole. 


In  character,  the  house  may  be  said  to  reflect  the  formal 
grouping  of  the  Renaissance  ;  at  the  same  time  it  embraces  many 
decorative  features  which  show  individuality  of  design. 

One  of  our  illustrations,  giving  a  general  view  of  the 
gardens,  and  taken  from  the  Observatory  Tower,  (quite  a  land- 
mark in  the  neighbourhood)  conveys  an  adequate  idea  of  the 
beauty  with  which  he  has  surrounded  the  house. 

Beyond  the  formal  gardens  are  stretches  of  open  pleasance 
from  which,  on  a  clear  day,  the  waters  of  Clacton  can  be  seen  to 
the  east,  and  on  the  southern  horizon,  the  going  and  coming  of 
the  steamers  on  the  Thames. 

In  the  ornamental  part  of  the  gardens,  there  is  a  picturesque 
rock  garden  which  has  been  so  carefully  arranged  as  not  to 
interfere  with  the  glorious  views  from  the  estate  :  this  garden  is 
spanned  by  an  artistic  bridge  giving  access  to  the  Pergola 
garden. 

No  landscape  gardener  could  have  laid  out  the  grounds 
with  more  artistic  effect.  Apart  from  their  beauty,  their  culti- 
vation has  in  itself  called  for  special  treatment,  owing  to  the 
composition  of  the  soil,  which  is  chiefly  gravel  and  sand.  That 
this  obstacle  to  success  has  been  completely  surmounted  is 
evidenced  by  Mr.  Mackmurdo  having  taken  many  prizes  at  the 
Essex  Horticultural  Shows.  Wickham  Bishops  is  the  centre  of  one 
of  the  driest  and  sunniest  regions  in  all  England,  but  owing  to  the 
geological  "  fault  "  in  this  hill  there  is  abundance  of  water  within 
a  few  feet  of  the  surface,  which  fact  accounts  for  the  luxuriance  of 
growth  upon  this  hot  and  dry  hill. 

Its  name,  "  Ruffins,"  evokes  a  picture  of  the  property  in 
bygone  days,  that  being  the  Saxon  name  for  gorse,  whilst  the 
Beacon  that  gives  its  name  to  the  hill  on  which  the  house  is 
situate,  has  also  an  historic  origin,  having  been  erected  at  the 
time  of  Napoleon's  projected  invasion  of  England,  early  in  the 
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The  Ruffins  :  The  Observatory  Tower. 


nineteenth  century,  when  the  whole  land  was  a^og  with  rumour 
and  sinister  foreboding  that  "  Boney  was  coming  !" 

The  picturesque  village  of  Wickham  Bishops,  a  little  over 
three  miles  to  the  north  of  Maldon,  derives  its  second  name  from 
its  lengthy  association  with  the  Bishops  of  London,  who  were  in 
possession  of  this  property  before  the  Conquest.  Here  they  had 
an  occasional  residence,  and  in  1375,  William  Courtney,  the 
Bishop  of  that  time,  received  licence  from  Edward  III.  to  empark 
three  hundred  acres  within  his  manor  at  Wickham.  Of  their 
ancient  mansion  Wickham  Hall  is  but  the  relic  and  at  this  farm 
house  the  Bishops'  Moat  can  still  be  traced. 

The  old  Church  of  St.  Bartholomew  of  Norman  foundation 
shows  in  its  structure  the  use  of  Roman  material  and  traces  of 
fourteenth  century  Architecture.  It  stands  some  distance  from  the 
present  village  and  is  but  a  picturesque  ruin.  Near  by  is  an 
interesting  example  of  the  priest's  house  of  the  middle  ages.  A 
modern  Church  of  the  same  name  was  built  last  century  in  the 
present  village. 

Mr.  A.  Heygate  Mackmurdo,  is  the  son  of  the  late  Edward 
Mackmurdo.  He  was  born  at  Edmonton,  and  is  a  descendant  of 
the  Murdochs,  of  Dumfries.  He  is  connected  with  Essex  as  a 
kinsman  of  the  Heygate  family  of  "  Porters,"  Southend  ;  which 
family  owned  the  estate  on  which  the  town  of  Southend  now 
stands. 

His  education  at  the  public  school  at  Felstead,  further 
strengthened  his  ties  with  the  County.  This  School,  under  the 
title  of  "  The  Free  School  of  Richard,  Lord  Rich,"  was  founded  in 
1564,  by  that  famous  ex-Lord  Chancellor  of  the  Tudor  period.  An 
unscrupulous  despoiler  of  the  monasteries,  he  did  at  any  rate 
devote  a  portion  of  his  ill-gotten  wealth  to  good  purposes.  Many 
noteworthy  names  have  been  numbered  amongst  its  scholars, 
including  the  mathematician.  Dr.  John  Wallace,  the  erudite  Dr. 
Isaac  Barrow  and  three  sons  of  Oliver  Cromwell. 


After  a  course  of  Architectural  training  in  London,  Mr. 
Mackmurdo  came  under  the  personal  influence  of  Ruskin,  at  whose 
School  of  Art  in  Oxford  he  studied.  Later  on  Ruskin  set  him  out 
upon  a  long  course  of  travel  that  he  might  study  the  best 
Architectural  monuments  in  England,  France  and  Italy.    , 

Throughout  his  life,  Mr.  Mackmurdo  may  be  said  con- 
sistently to  have  furthered  the  cause  of  Art  by  every  means  in  his 
power.  As  the  author  of  a  work  upon  Wren's  City  Churches, 
which  he  published  at  a  critical  moment  in  their  existence,  Mr. 
Mackmurdo  had  the  satisfaction  of  being  instrumental  in  saving 
these  fine  specimens  of  our  English  Renaissance  by  awakening  a 
public  interest  in  the  work  of  the  great  builder  of  St.  Paul's.  The 
sword  of  Damocles  then  overhanging  many  of  them  was  thus 
arrested.  Mr.  Mackmurdo  was  one  of  the  first  members  enrolled 
in  the  Art  Workers'  Guild,  and  was  also  largely  instrumental  in 
the  inauguration  of  the  Art  for  Schools  Association,  whilst  as 
proprietor  and  editor  of  The  Century  Guild  Hobby  Horse,  a 
quarterly,  whose  list  of  contributors  included  the  foremost  artists 
and  literary  men  of  the  eighties,  he  rendered  valuable  aid  to  the 
Arts  and  Crafts  Movement,  then  in  its  infancy. 

Mr.  Mackmurdo's  works  on  Social  and  Political  Reforms 
were  the  result  of  a  period  of  sccial  activity,  strongly  impregnated 
with  the  influence  of  such  men  as  William  Morris  and  Madox 
Brown.  Proof  of  the  sincerity  of  his  convictions  is  found  in  his 
erection  of  model  cottages  on  his  estate. 

Mr.  Mackmurdo  is  married,  his  wife  being  Eliza  Carte, 
daughter  of  the  late  Richard  Carte,  and  grand-daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Jones,  formerly  Vicar  of  White  Roding,  in  this 
County. 

In  the  City  Guilds,  Mr.  Mackmurdo  ranks  as  a  Liveryman 
of  the  Fishmongers'  Company,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Automobile  Club. 


Stansted  l>alL 

Ulllliam  ?ulUr=maitlana,  esq.,  D.C.,  3.P. 


7T|BOUT  a  mile  to  the  east  of  the  historic  old  town  of  Stansted, 
rfl      which  derives  its  second  name,  Mountfichet,  from  its  early 
lords,  is  Stansted  Hall,  the  seat  of  William  Fuller-Maitland, 
Esq.,  who  is  Lord  of  the  Manor. 

The  mansion  occupies  an  adjacent  site  to  an  older  building, 
demolished  at  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  the 
red  brick  with  stone  dressings  of  the  present  picturesque  Jacobean 
pile  reap  the  full  advantage  of  their  setting  within  a  finely 
wooded  park  of  four  hundred  acres. 

Some  remains  of  the  Mountfichets'  Castle  are  still  to  be 
seen  near  the  station,  but  the  fortress,  which  is  believed  to  have 
been  destroyed  in  John's  reign,  has  never  been  rebuilt. 

Born  in  1844,  William  Fuller-Maitland,  who  gave  the  site 
for  the  new  Almshouses  erected  in  Stansted,  in  1883,  is  the  eldest 
son  of  the  late  William  Fuller-Maitland,  D.L.,  J. P.,  of  Stansted 
Hall,  and  Garth,  Breconshire,  the  generous  donor  of  the  Recreation 
Ground  in  1867. 


Educated  at  Harrow  and  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  Mr.  Fuller- 
Maitland  has  been  twice  married,  his  heir  by  his  first  wife,  the 
Hon.  Evelyn  Coulstoun,  daughter  of  Alan  Legge,  3rd  Lord 
Gardner,  being  William  Alan,  now  a  Captain  in  the  Coldstream 
Guards,  born  in  1882. 

The  present  Mrs.  Fuller-Maitland  is  Frances  Maitland, 
daughter  of  the  late  Alfred  E.  Walford,  Esq. 

A  Magistrate  for  Breconshire,  Essex  and  Hertfordshire,  Mr. 
Fuller-Maitland  rendered  twenty  years  Parliamentary  service  to 
Breconshire  from  1875-95,  and  acts  as  one  of  its  Deputy 
Lieutenants.  He  is  the  patron  of  four  livings  and  a  member  of 
Brook's  Club. 


James    Henry  Alexander    Majendie,  Esq.,   D.L.,  J. P. 


I>eaiii9l)dm  Castle. 

James  i>enrp  Alexander  majendle.  €$a..  DX„  3.P. 


3  AMES  HENRY  ALEXANDER  MAJENDIE,  ESQ.,  of  Heding- 
ham  Castle,  is  descended  from  a  family  of  French 
extraction,  formerly  seated  in  the  Province  of  Beam  until 
the  Persecution  of  the  Hugenots  compelled  them  to  leave  their 
native  Country  in  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Some 
forty  years  later,  the  Rev.  Andrew  Majendie,  the  first  of  his  family 
to  be  domiciled  in  England,  took  up  his  abode  in  Devon,  and  his 
son,  John  James  Majendie,  D.D.,  a  Canon  of  Windsor,  was 
appointed  Preceptor  to  Queen  Charlotte. 

Henry  William,  the  Canon's  eldest  son,  held  successively  the 
Bishoprics  of  Chester  and  Bangor,  and  the  second  son,  Lewis 
Majendie,  Esq.,  who  died  in  1833,  became  connected  with  Essex  and 
acquired  Hedingham  Castle,  by  his  marriage  with  Elizabeth,  only 
daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Hoghton,  Bt.,  of  Hoghton  Tower,  Lancaster, 
and  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth,  only  daughter  and  heiress  of  Sir 
William  Ashhurst,  of  Hedingham  Castle,  the  last  mentioned  lady 
having  also  brought  this  historic  property  to  her  husband. 

Lewis  Majendie,  Esq.,  before  mentioned,  was  the  author  of 
an  interesting  Account  of  Hedingham  Castle  in  the  County  of  Essex, 


published  in  1796,  and  dedicated  to  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  President 
of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries.  His  eldest  son,  Ashhurst,  succeeded 
him,  and  hissecond,  the  Rev.  Henry  Lewis  Majendie,  in  whose  memory 
the  family  gave  the  font  to  the  Church  of  St.  Nicholas  in  Castle 
Hedingham  parish  in  1863,  was  Vicar  of  Great  Dunmow  for  twenty 
eight  years,  from  1834- 1862.  His  eldest  son,  Lewis  Ashhurst 
Majendie,  Esq.,  D.L.,  J. P.,  sometime  M.P.  for  Canterbury, 
succeeded  his  uncle,  Ashhurst,  at  Hedingham  Castle  in  1868,  and 
on  January  8th,  1870  married  the  Lady  Margaret  Elizabeth 
Lindsay,  daughter  of  Alexander,  25th  Earl  of  Crawford,  and  the 
authoress  of  many  popular  novels,  among  the  best  known  being 
Past  Forgiveness  and  The  Turn  of  the  Tide.  Their  elder  son,  James 
H.  A.  Majendie,  Esq.,  the  subject  of  the  present  article,  who 
succeeded  his  father  at  Hedingham  Castle  in  1885,  was  born  on 
April  17th,  1871,  and  the  younger,  the  late  Captain  Bernard  Louis 
Majendie,  R.N.,  some  two  years  later.  The  only  daughter,  the 
Hon.  Aline  Majendie,  Maid  of  Honour  to  Queen  Victoria,  was  the 
late  Lady  Grenfell.  The  death  of  Lady  Margaret  Majendie 
occurred  in  1912, 

Educated  at  Winchester,  the  present  owner  of  Hedingham 
Castle,  J.  H.  A.  Majendie,  Esq.,  has  rendered  military  service,  and 
ranked  formerly  as  a  Lieutenant  in  the  3rd  Battalion  of  the  Royal 
Scots.  He  is  Conservative  in  political  opinion,  and  from  1900- 
igo6  was  returned  for  Portsmouth.  Mr.  Majendie  serves  both 
Essex  and  Suffolk  as  a  Magistrate,  and  is  a  Deputy  Lieutenant  for 
the  former  County.  He  is  a  keen  sportsman,  and  devotes  a 
considerable  portion  of  his  leisure  hours  to  yachting,  shooting  and 
fishing. 

By  his  marriage  in  1893  with  Beatrice  Cecilia,  only  child 
and  heiress  of  the  late  James  Mitchell,  Esq.,  D.L.,  J. P.,  of  Holbrook 
Hall,  Sudbury,  he  has  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  his  heir,  Robin 
James  Lewis  Majendie,  Esq.,  having  been  born  in  1894. 


Hedingham  Castle  :  The  Banquetting  Hall. 


Mr.  Majendie  holds  the  manorial  rights  and  is  one  of  the 
chief  landowners  in  Castle  Hedingham,  in  Northern  Essex,  which, 
since  the  days  of  the  Conquest  has  known  but  few  owners.  For 
upwards  of  six  hundred  and  thirty  years,  the  property  was  with 
the  builders  of  the  fortress,  the  De  Veres,  Earls  of  Oxford  and 
Dukes  of  Dublin,  who  made  the  Castle  their  chief  residence.  It 
was  at  "  Hanningham  Castle"  that  Maud,  Stephen's  Queen,  worn 
out  with  anxiety  by  the  Civil  War,  breathed  her  last  in  1151. 
Captured  from  the  Barons  by  King  John  in  1216,  and  shortly 
afterwards  relinquished  to  Louis,  Dauphin  of  France,  only  to  be 
wrested  from  him  by  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  Hedingham  Castle 
was  equally  involved  in  the  subsequent  Wars  of  the  Roses,  and 
although  not  the  scene  of  any  actual  battle,  its  Earls,  as  ardent 
Lancastrians,  suffered  death  and  loss  of  fortune  for  the  cause  of  the 
Red  Rose. 

In  Tudor  days,  it  is  believed  to  have  been  the  scene  of  Earl 
John's  lavish  entertainment  of  Henry  VIL,  and  to  have  witnessed 
that  most  avaricious  monarch's  displeasure  at  the  sight  of  the 
number  of  retainers  assembled  to  do  him  honour,  which  cost  his 
unfortunate  host  15,000  marks,  or  ;^io,ooo,  for  breach  of  the  law 
against  maintenance.  Hither  came  the  ubiquitous  Elizabeth  in 
1561. 

Some  thirty  years  later  saw  its  three  fine  parks  broken  up 
and  the  Castle  dismantled  by  the  proud  and  profligate  Edward, 
17th  Earl  of  Oxford,  son-in-law  to  the  great  Lord  Burleigh,  who 
cautiously  secured  the  Honour  and  Castle  of  Hedingham.  The 
property  was  recovered  subsequently  by  the  i8th  Earl,  who  died 
in  1625,  and  following  the  death  of  the  last  Earl  of  Oxford  at 
the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  Hedingham  Castle  was 
disposed  of  to  Robert  Ashhurst,  a  member  of  a  well-known  family, 
now  seated  at  Waterstock  in  Oxfordshire,  who  erected  the  present 
mansion  in  17 19.  Thence,  by  marriage,  it  passed  to  Sir  Henry 
Hoghton  and  the  Majendies. 


Of  the  ancient  Castle  itself,  only  the  Norman  keep  remains. 
Its  ground  floor  windows  are  but  slits,  a  necessary  protection  for 
its  inmates  in  troublous  days,  and  the  builders  have  given  even  its 
massive  walls  an  additional  foot  in  thickness  on  the  eastern  side, 
presumably  to  afford  greater  protection  from  the  bitter  east  winds 
in  their  passage  from  the  North  Sea.  Two  only  of  the  four  square 
turrets  remain  to  crown  its  five  tall  stories.  At  the  top  of  the 
steps  leading  to  its  entrance,  no  portcullis  frowns  to-day. 
Battlements,  parapets,  moat  and  rampart  wall  have  vanished — 
but  the  dungeons  still  exist,  below  the  keep,  dark,  noisome  dens, 
eloquent  of  their  former  hapless  victims. 

Traditionally,  an  underground  passage  once  connected  this 
fortress  with  Colchester  Castle,  eighteen  miles  away,  but  the 
distance  alone  discredits  its  existence. 

In  the  Church  of  St.  Nicholas  today  stands  the  fine 
monument  of  John  de  Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford,  who  died  in  1539, 
too^ether  with  memorials  of  Sir  William  Ashhurst,  Lord  Mayor  of 
London  in  the  reign  of  James  II.  and  other  members  of  his  family, 
as  well  as  one,  executed  in  mosaic,  to  the  late  Lewis  Ashhurst 
Majendie,  Esq.,  father  of  the  present  owner  of  the  property. 

Mr.  Majendie  is  the  joint  patron  of  one  living  and  a  member 
of  the  Carlton  and  Marlborough  Clubs. 


The  Keep,  Castle  Hedingham. 


Castle  and  Mansion,  Castle  Hedingham. 


Ilbbors  Ball,  Shalfora* 

l»ajor  RicDard  George  JlrtDur  marriott.  D.S.O. 


BORN  in  1867,  Major  R.  G.  A.  iMarriott,  formerly  of  The  Buffs, 
was  awarded  the  Distinguished  Service  Order  for  valuable 
services  in  connection  with  the  operations  at  Paardeberg 
during  the  late  South  African  War,  in  the  course  of  which  he  was 
severely  wounded.  In  addition  to  the  honour  above  mentioned, 
he  was  made  the  recipient  of  the  Queen's  medal  with  three  clasps 
and  the  King's  medal  with  two  clasps. 

The  second  son  of  the  late  Humphrey  Richard  George 
Marriott,  J. P.,  of  Abbot's  Hall,  who  died  in  1912,  and  his  wife,  the 
late  Alice  Smith,  daughter  of  Thomas  White,  of  The  Manor  House, 
Wethersfield,  and  Berechurch  Hall,  Colchester,  the  subject  of  the 
present  sketch  is  a  Major  in  the  Reserve  of  Officers. 

His  marriage  with  Eileen  Anita,  only  child  of  that 
distinguished  soldier,  Brigadier  General  Robert  Albert  Hickson, 
C.B.,  took  place  in  1912. 


Abbot's  Hall,  Major  Marriott's  Essex  seat,  is  a  comparatively 
modern  white  brick  building,  erected  at  the  beginning  of  the 
nineteenth  century.  Its  name  recalls  the  fact  that  the  property 
once  appertained  to  the  Abbey  of  St.  Osyth,  and  the  foreground  is 
occupied  by  a  fine  sheet  of  water,  two  acres  in  extent. 

Major  Marriott  is  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Shalford  and  a 
member  of  the  Naval  and  Military  Club. 
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Colne  Bouse,  earrs  Celtic^ 

Frederick  loDn  marsdcn,  €sq..  3.P. 


COLNE  HOUSE,  the  seat  of  Frederick  John  Marsden,  Esq.,  is  a 
modern  mansion,  guarding  the  entrance  to  the  ancient 
village  of  Earl's  Colne,  the  largest  of  the  four  parishes 
bearing  the  name  of  Essex'  well-known  river.  On  account  of  its 
size,  it  has  sometimes  figured  as  Great  Colne,  and  its  distinguishing 
title,  Earl's,  recalls  the  fact  that  practically  from  the  Conquest 
until  1583,  it  was  held  by  the  great  De  Vere  family.  Earls  of 
Oxford  and  Dukes  of  Dublin,  whose  palatial  seat,  Hall  Place, 
with  its  seven  hundred  acres  of  surrounding  park,  occupied  a  site 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  fourteenth  century  Church  of  St. 
Andrew. 

About  the  end  of  the  reign  of  William  II.,  or  possibly  the 
beginning  of  that  of  his  brother,  Henry  I.,  Aubrey  de  Vere,  Earl 
of  Guisnes,  and  brother-in-law  of  the  Conqueror,  founded  a 
Benedictine  Priory  in  this  parish,  as  a  cell  to  the  Abbey  of 
Abingdon,  which  he  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  and  St.  John  the 
Evangelist  and  St.  Andrew,  and  ended  his  days  as  a  monk  within 
its  walls.  From  the  Earl's  pious  foundation,  the  parish  gained 
the  additional  names  of  Colne  St.  Andrew  and  Colne  Monachorum, 
Prior  to  this,  in  the  Domesday  Record,  it  appeared  as  "  Coles." 


Near  the  banks  of  the  Colne  to  this  day,  traces  of  the 
ancient  Priory  may  be  seen,  whose  Church  afforded  burial  to 
thirteen  Earls  of  Oxford.  In  1532,  Earl  John  de  Vere,  restored  the 
tower  of  the  present  parish  Church,  further  necessary  restoration 
being  effected  in  the  middle  of  the  last  and  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century. 

A  Magistrate  for  Essex  for  the  past  fourteen  years,  F.  J. 
iMarsden  Esq.,  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  Lieut. -Colonel  Frederick 
Carleton  Marsden,  C.B.,  of  the  Indian  Army,  formerly  of  Colne 
House,  and  his  wife,  Sidney  Jane,  daughter  of  Sir  William 
Bulkeley  Hughes,  of  Plas  Coch,  Anglesey. 

After  leaving  Rugby,  he  read  for  the  Bar,  and  was  called  at 
the  Inner  Temple  in  1868.  Since  then,  he  has  filled  the  important 
position  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  Calcutta. 

Mr.  Marsden's  marriage  with  Eliza  Jane,  daughter  of  John 
Swainson,  Esq.,  and  widow  of  Meyrick  H.  Legge  Beebee,  Esq., 
took  place  in  1877. 

The  Athenaeum  Club  numbers  F.  J.  Marsden,  Esq.,  amongst 
its  members. 


6dpne$  park,  Chepdon  6arnon« 

Ulilliam  Sioaine  CbisenDale-marsD,  D.Lt  3.P..  B.jl. 

IN  Theydon  Garnoii,  (or  more  correctly,  Gernon,  from  its  ancient 
owners,)  six   miles  to  the  south   west  of  Ongar,  resides  one 
of    Essex'    most   public   spirited    citizens,    William    Swaine 
Chisenhale- Marsh,  Esq.,  of  Gaynes  Park. 

Mr.  Chisenhale-Marsh  ably  filled  the  Shrievalty  for  the  year 
1892,  and  at  the  present  time  serves  Essex  as  an  Alderman  of  the 
County  Council,  a  Deputy  Chairman  of  the  Quarter  Sessions  and 
a  Magistrate  and  a  Deputy  Lieutenant. 

Born  in  1857,  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  Thomas  Coxhead 
Chisenhale-Marsh,  Esq.,  D.L.,  J. P.,  formerly  of  Gaynes  Park, 
Barrister-at-Law,  Chairman  of  the  Quarter  Sessions  and  the 
author  of  an  exceedingly  valuable  Translation  of  the  Domesday 
Book  relating  to  Essex,  Mr.  W.  S.  Chisenhale-Marsh  was  educated 
at  Eton  and  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  where  he  graduated  in 
1881. 


In  the  same  year  he  married  Esther  Eleanor  Mary,  daughter 
of  Edward  Byrom,  Esq.,  of  Culver  in  Devonshire  and  Kersall  Cell, 
Lancashire,  and  has,  with  two  daughters,  a  son,  Captain  Harold 
Atherton  Chisenhale-Marsh,  of  the  gth  Lancers,  born  in  1883. 

Commandingly  situated  within  a  well-timbered  park  of  one 
hundred  acres,  the  beautiful  stone  mansion  of  Gaynes  Park  reaps 
tlie  full  advantage  of  a  picturesque  setting,  and  affords  many 
charming  views  of  the  surrounding  country. 

The  records  of  Theydon  Garnon  are  singularly  complete 
and  in  good  order,  the  Manor  Court  Rolls  as  well  as  other 
parochial  documents  being  kept  in  a  massive  nail-studded  Church 
Chest,  the  gift  of  Sir  John  Archer,  Kt.,  and  Judge  of  the  Common 
Pleas,  in  1668. 

Mr.  Chisenhale-Marsh  is  Lord  of  the  Manors  of  Theydon 
Garnon,  Hemnals  and  Gaynes  Park,  and  one  of  the  chief 
landowners. 

The  Athenaeum  and  Garrick  Clubs  number  this  gentleman 
among  their  members. 
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6atu)ick,  Bilkricap. 

€du)ard  Cbomas  l»a$l)iter,  esq.,  3.P. 


SITUATED  in  a  district  particularly  rich  in  Celtic  and  Roman 
relics,  is  Gatwick,  the  residence  of  Edward  Thomas  Mashiter, 
Esq.,  in   the  parish  of  Great  Burstead,  about  one  and  a  half 
miles  from  Billericay,  in  Southern  Essex. 

Mr.  Mashiter,  who  assumed  his  present  name  in  lieu  of  that 
of  Helme  by  Royal  Licence  in  iSgg,  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  late 
T.  Helme  (Mashiter)  of  The  Manor  House,  Little  Bookham,  in 
Surrey,  and  Hornchurch  Lodge,  in  this  County,  and  was  born  in 
1842.  As  befits  a  good  citizen,  he  has  served  Essex  on  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace  for  the  past  thirteen  years.  He  has  been 
twice  married,  the  present  Mrs.  Mashiter  being  Dorothy,  eldest 
daughter  of  A.  Helsham-Jones,  Esq.,  of  Tile  Barn,  Newbury. 

Mr.  Mashiter  is  a  member  of  the  Union  Club. 


ShortgroDc.  Dewport- 

Sir  Carl  ?erdinana  meper^  Bt.,  3.P. 


CHE  owner  of  the  Shortgrove  estate,  comprising  eleven 
hundred  acres  and  including  the  Manor  of  Shortgrove  Hall, 
is  Sir  Carl  F.  Meyer,  created  a  Baronet  in  July  1910. 

Sir  Carl,  who  is  one  of  the  chief  landowners  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Newport,  was  born  at  Hamburg  on  December 
23rd,  1851.  He  received  a  Continental  education  and  in  his 
twenty-sixth  year  became  a  naturalized  Englishman. 

Well  known  in  this  Country  as  a  Director  of  the  National 
Bank  of  Egypt  and  Chairman  of  the  London  Committee  of  De 
Beers,  Sir  Carl  is  numbered  amongst  His  Majesty's  Lieutenants  for 
London  and  serves  Essex  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace. 

His  marriage  with  Adele,  daughter  of  Julius  Levis,  Esq.,  of 
Belsize  Grove,  Hampstead,  took  place  in  1883,  and  he  has,  with 
one  daughter,  a  son,  Frank  Cecil  Meyer,  Esq.,  an  old  Etonian,  who 
graduated  at  New  College,  Oxford  in  1912,  and  was  called  to  the 
Bar  at  the  Inner  Temple  two  years  previously. 


Shortgrove,  Sir  Carl's  Essex  seat,  is  finely  situated,  three 
hundred  feet  above  sea  level.  The  imposing  red  brick  pile,  after 
the  Queen  Anne  style  of  architecture,  stands  within  well  laid  out 
gardens  and  grounds,  its  surroundings  including  a  fine  deer  park 
of  four  hundred  acres,  watered  by  the  River  Cam. 

Sir  Carl  Meyer's  town  residence  is  lo,  Stratton  Street,  W. 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Junior  Carlton  Club. 


Quendon  Rail  Quenaon. 

Uiniiam  Foot  TOitcbcll.  CsQ.,  3.p. 


IN  igo6,  at   the  conclusion  of  his  sixteen  years'   experience  of 
Japanese    mercantile    life,     W.    Foot    Mitchell,    Esq.,  now  of 
Ouendon  Hall,  was  decorated  by  the  Emperor  with  the  Order 
of   the   Sacred    Treasure  for  important  services  rendered   to    the 
Japanese  Government. 

A  Director  of  the  Chartered  Bank  of  India,  Australia  and 
China,  and  of  the  Shell  Transport  and  Trading  Co.,  as  well  as  of 
the  Bataafsche  Petroleum  Maatschepij,  Mr.  W.  F.  Mitchell  is  the 
son  of  the  late  William  Smith  Mitchell,  of  Glasgow  by  his  wife, 
Harriet  Foot,  and  was  born  on  June  26th,  1859. 

London,  Glasgow  and  Paris  contributed  towards  his 
education,  and  in  1886,  he  married  Elsie,  daughter  of  J.  Leonard 
Hadley,  of  Gloucester,  and  has  issue,  one  daughter. 

Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Ouendon,  patron  of  the  living  and 
chief  landowner  as  well  as  Lay  Rector  of  Newport  some  two  miles 
distant,  Mr.  Mitchell  generously  restored  the  chancel  of  the  fine 
old  Church  of  St.  Mary  the  Virgin  in  the  last  mentioned  ancient 
market  town  in  igii- 


Ouendon,  although  but  a  small  village,  has  one  side  of  its 
street  chiefly  in  Rickling  parish. 

Quendon  Hall,  Mr.  Mitchell's  Essex  seat,  dates  from 
Elizabethan  days,  and  the  fine  herd  of  deer  within  its  surrounding 
park,  has  been  a  feature  of  the  place  for  over  two  hundred 
years. 

Mr.  Mitchell  was  returned  to  Parliament  in  the  Conser- 
vative interests  for  the  Dartford  Division  of  Kent  from  January  to 
November  igio.  His  town  residence  is  80,  Knightsbridge,  S.W., 
and  he  is  a  member  of  tlie  Carlton  and  Badminton  Clubs. 
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Stisud  l>alK  Braintree* 

Cecil  Sebaa=moiitenore,  €$q..  3.P.,  CD* 


CORD  of  the  Manor  of  Stisted,  about  three  miles  to  the  north 
east  of  Braintree  and  chief  landowner  in  that  parish,  Cecil 
Sebag-Montefiore,    Esq.,    of    Stisted    Hall,    is    the   second 
surviving  son  of  the  late  Sir  Joseph   Sebag-Montefiore,  of  East 
Cliff  Lodge,  Kent,  and  his  wife,  the  late  Adelaide,  daughter  of 
Louis  Cohen,  of  London. 

Born  on  October  14th,  1874,  Mr.  Sebag-Montefiore  received 
his  education  from  Westminster  School,  and  for  many  years  has 
been  keenly  interested  in  military  matters.  He  holds  the 
Territorial  Decoration  for  length  of  service,  is  the  author  of  an 
interesting  History  of  the  Volunteer  Forces,  and  formerly  held  the 
rank  of  Major  in  the  4th  London  Field  Co.,  2nd  London  Divisional 
Territorial  Force  as  well  as  that  of  a  Captain  in  the  Reserve  of 
Officers. 

Mr.  Sebag-Montefiore  has  travelled  extensively.  In  political 
opinion,  his  sympathies  are  with  the  Unionist  Party. 

His  marriage  in  1897  with  Amy,  daughter  of  George 
Charles  Raphael,  Esq.,  of  Castle  Hill,  Englefield  Green,  in  Surrey, 


has   given   him   two  sons  and  as  many  daughters,  his  heir,  Eric 
Cecil,  having  been  born  in  iSgg. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Stisted,  his  Essex  seat,  Mr.  Sebag- 
Montefiore  leads  the  life  of  a  country  gentleman.  He  is  deeply 
interested  in  Agriculture,  and  was  elected  President  of  the  County 
Agricultural  Show,  held  at  Braintree  in  1913.  All  forms  of  sport 
appeal  to  him,  especially  shooting.  Essex  also  claims  his  services 
on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Conservative  Club. 

Stisted  Hall  is  an  imposing  white  brick  Georgian  mansion, 
well  situated  within  a  park  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  and 
commanding  extensive  views.  Erected  in  1824  by  a  former  owner, 
Charles  Savill  Onley,  Esq.,  the  present  Hall  stands  about  three 
hundred  yards  west  of  an  older  house,  which  latter,  a  low,  high 
gabled  structure,  dating  from  1557,  with  every  room  panelled  in 
oak  from  floor  to  ceiling,  and  much  of  it  richly  carved,  was  found 
by  its  proprietor  to  be  hopelessly  lacking  in  modern  comfort. 

The  site  of  old  Stisted  Hall,  of  which  Mr.  Sebag-Montefiore 
has  an  interesting  coloured  print,  by  John  Goldicutt,  taken  from 
the  famous  fishponds,  mementoes  of  its  monastic  days,  is  now 
occupied  by  a  flourishing  orchard.  Hard  by,  a  gigantic  plane 
tree,  believed  to  be  the  finest  in  Essex,  still  keeps  watch  and  ward, 
and  a  promising  nursery  of  young  trees,  intended  for  replenishing 
the  estate,  testify  to  their  owner's  interest  in  afforestation. 

The  estate  consists  at  the  present  time  of  some  three 
thousand  acres,  and  was  acquired  by  Mr.  Sebag-Montefiore  about 
seven  and  a  half  years  ago  from  Mr.  Paxman,  who,  in  his  turn, 
had  bought  it  from  the  Onleys.  The  Blackwater  wends  three 
miles  of  its  course  through  the  property,  and  adds  materially  to  its 
beauty,  while  the  sandy  loam  soil  is  peculiarly  congenial  to  the 
growth  of  plants  and  shrubs.  Everything  does  well,  even  the 
rhododendrons. 
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Finely  timbered,  especially  with  cedar  and  ash,  to  which 
oak,  elm  and  willow,  as  well  as  a  great  variety  of  splendid  hollies 
contribute,  its  ideal  upkeep  and  the  success  of  the  farming 
operations  are  the  result  of  its  owner's  personal  supervision 
of  a  large  staff,  under  a  competent  steward.  The  system  of 
organisation  is  perfect.  Builders'  and  carpenters'  shops  on  the 
estate  provide  for  all  necessary  repairs,  which,  combined  with  a 
consistent  policy  of  steady  improvement  ensure  the  employment  of 
much  labour. 

Moreover,  since  their  advent,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sebag-Montefiore 
have  totally  changed  the  entire  aspect  of  the  southern  side  of  the 
house,  which,  now  laid  out  in  terraces  and  lawns,  commands 
many  pleasing  vistas  of  the  well-tended  luxuriant  gardens,  the 
enthusiastic  interest  of  Mrs.  Sebag-Montefiore. 

The  four  old  ponds  have  been  selected  by  this  lady  for 
special  treatment,  and  by  the  introduction  of  rockeries,  cascades 
and  fountains,  as  well  as  a  rustic  bridge,  covering  the  banks  with 
flowers  and  opening  up  vistas  by  clearing  away  thick  masses  of 
shrubbery,  she  has  transformed  the  scene  into  a  stretch  of  lovely 
and  picturesque  landscape.  One  pond  in  particular,  engirdled 
with  a  lavender  hedge  and  roses,  is  set  about  with  herbaceous 
plants,  which,  in  their  season,  form  a  glowing  zone  of  colour 
on  the  fringe  of  the  water.  In  the  case  of  another  pond,  the 
beauty  is  of  a  wild  woodland  character,  and  largely  due  to  the 
exquisite  effects  of  light  and  shade  produced  by  trees  overhanging 
the  silent  pool. 

In  the  kitchen  garden,  approached  by  an  ancient  and 
lengthy  avenue  of  elm  and  lime,  and  surrounded  by  a  high  wall 
for  the  better  cultivation  of  fruit,  a  fountain  occupies  the  central 
position,  picturesquely  girt  about  with  a  nursery  for  rock  plants, 
and  opposite  to  this  is  a  rose  pergola,  another  feature  of  this  part 
qI  the  gardens  being  a  fine  fruit  pergola. 


The  woodland  walks  in  the  grounds  are  a  delight  at  all 
seasons  of  the  year,  and  the  addition  of  playing  fields  bespeaks  Mr. 
Sebag-Montefiore's  kindly  interest  in  local  cricket.  Indeed,  he 
takes  an  active  part  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of 
Stisted  and  its  neighbourhood,  including  the  village  Institute. 

Stigested,  Styested,  or  Stystead  was  bestowed  by  Godwin, 
Earl  of  Kent,  on  the  monks  of  Christ  Church,  Canterbury,  in 
Saxon  times.  In  the  reign  of  the  Conqueror,  it  passed  temporarily 
into  the  possession  of  his  half-brother,  Odo,  Bishop  of  Dayeux, 
but  was  eventually  recovered  by  its  monastic  owners,  who 
continued  to  hold  it  until  the  Dissolution,  after  which,  in  1545,  it 
was  granted  by  Henry  VIII.  to  Sir  Richard  Rich.  Subsequently  it 
was  conveyed  in  marriage  to  the  Rev.  Charles  Onley  by  Ann 
Savill.  His  nephew,  Charles,  was  the  builder  of  the  present 
mansion,  and  with  the  death  of  the  latter's  son,  Onley  Savill - 
Onley,  Esq.,  in  1890,  the  male  line  of  this  family  became  extinct. 

The  Church  of  All  Saints  in  Stisted  parish  is  greatly 
indebted  to  the  generosity  of  the  Onleys. 


Stisted  :  The  Avenue. 


Dagnam  park,  Romfora. 

sir  CDomas  CeiDis  l)U9De$  Rcaoc,  Bt.,  D.£.,  3.P.,  F.Z.S, 


FIFTH  Baronet  of  his  line,  Sir  Thomas  L.  H.  Neave,  born  in 
1874,  succeeded  his  father,  the  late  Sir  Arundell  Neavc,  4th 
Bt.,  when  only  three  years  of  age.  Educated  at  Eton  and 
Trinity  Hall,  Cambridge,  the  present  Baronet  has  rendered 
military  service,  and  ranks  as  an  Honorary  Captain  in  the  Army 
and  a  Major  in  the  Royal  Anglesey  Engineer  Militia. 

Sir  Thomas  serves  Essex  as  a  Magistrate  and  is  a  Deputy 
Lieutenant  and  Magistrate  for  Anglesey,  where  his  other  country 
seat,  Llysdulas,  is  situate. 

By  his  marriage  in  1908  with  Dorina  Lockhart,  daughter  of 
the  late  George  Henry  Clifton,  sometime  Advocate  to  the  Supreme 
Consular  Court  at  Constantinople,  he  has  issue  a  daughter,  Dorina 
Mary  Eileen.  The  heir  presumptive  to  the  title,  therefore,  is  his 
younger  brother,  Captain  Arundell  Neave,  of  the  i6th  Lancers. 


The  fine  estate  of  Dagnam  Park  lies  within  the  civil  parish 
of  Noak  Hill,  separated  from  Romford  since  i8g6.  Its  Church  of 
St.  Thomas  is  a  Chapel  of  Ease  to  Romford,  and  owes  its  erection 
to  Lady  ( Frances  Caroline  )  Neave,  wife  of  Sir  Thomas,  2nd  Bt. 
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CaiDford  Rallt  iDanningtree. 

francjs  rKoraan  Rlcbols,  €sq.,  m.fl.,  3.P..  F.S.fl. 


SINCE  1865,  the  fine  old  Elizabethan  mansion,  Lawford  Hall, 
has  been  the  property  of  Francis  Morgan  Nichols,  Esq.,  one 
of  the   most  distinguished   among  the  many  Fellows  of  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries  in  his  family. 

The  grandson  of  John  Nichols,  F.S.A.,  to  whom  the  woild 
is  indebted  for  his  valuable  History  of  Leicestershire  as  well  as 
Literary  Anecdotes  of  the  Eighteenth  Century  and  other  works, 
Mr.  F.  M.  Nichols  is  the  youpgest  son  of  the  late  John  Bowyer 
Nichols,  Esq.,  F.S.A.,  (only  son  of  the  historian)  of  Hanger  Vale, 
Ealing,  and  Parliament  Street,  Westminster,  by  his  wife,  Eliza, 
daughter  of  the  late  John  Baker,  Esq. 


Born  during  the  reign  of  George  IV.,  on  April  29th,  1826, 
Mr.  F.  M.  Nicliols,  who  is  now  in  his  eighty-eighth  year,  can  thus 
claim  the  distinction  of  having  lived  under  five  F^nglish  Sovereigns. 
He  graduated  at  Wadham  College,  Oxford,  as  a  Bachelor  of  Arts 
in  the  early  forties,  and  took  his  M.A.  degree  in  1853,  while  from 
1849- 1856  he  was  a  Fellow  of  his  College.  In  the  meantime,  Mr. 
Nichols  had  read  for  the  Law,  and  in  1852  was  called  to  the  Bar 
at  Lincoln's  Inn.  At  the  present  time,  he  serves  Essex  on  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace,  and  was  for  many  years  Chairman  of 
the  Local  Bench. 

By  his  marriage  on  April  2nd,  1857,  with  Mary,  eldest 
daughter  and  co-heir  of  the  late  Walter  Buchanan,  Esq.,  J. P.,  of 
Sussex  Place,  Hyde  Park,  he  has,  with  other  issue,  a  son,  John 
Bowyer  Buchanan  Nichols,  Esq.,  born  on  November  13th,  1859, 
who  connected  his  own  with  another  distinguished  family  by  his 
marriage  in  1892  with  Catherine  Louisa,  daughter  of  Captain 
Edward  Bouverie-Pusey,  of  the  Royal  Navy.  Two  sons  and  as 
many  daughters  have  resulted  from  this  union  : — 

1.  Robert  Malise  Bowyer,  born  on  September  6th,  1893. 

2.  Philip  Bouverie  Bowyer,  a  year  and  a  day  his  brother's  junior. 

1.  Irene. 

2.  Anne  Sadelbia  Mary. 

Mr.  F.  M.  Nichols,  who  holds  the  manorial  rights  of  Lawford 
Hall,  is  a  member  of  the  Athenaeum  Club,  and  resides  chiefly  in 
Town,  while  the  Hall  is  occupied  by  his  eldest  son,  Mr.  J.  B.  B. 
Nichols  and  family. 

Lawford,  about  one  and  a  half  miles  from  Manningtree,  on 
the  Suffolk  borders  of  Essex,  is  sometimes  known  as  Lalford, 
and  in  Saxon  times  was  numbered  among  the  possessions  of 
Harold  II. 


The  beautiful  old  Hall,  which  is  not  to  be  confused  with 
either  Lavvford  Place  or  Lawford  House  in  this  vicinity,  was 
originally  built  by  Edward  Waldegrave,  whose  magnificent  tomb 
finds  place  in  the  chancel  of  the  ancient  parish  Church,  and 
subsequently  belonged  to  the  Green  family. 

The  ancient  plaster  and  timber  work  is  still  in  evidence  at 
the  back  of  the  house,  but  in  the  time  of  George  H.  the  front  and 
sides  were  encased  with  brick.  Other  modifications  have  been 
effected  from  time  to  time,  and  during  the  period  of  Mr.  Nichol's 
ownership,  many  decorative  improvements  have  been  carried  out. 

The  approach  to  the  house  is  singularly  beautiful,  through 
a  fine  double  avenue  of  limes,  that  June  transforms  into  a  walk 
of  sweet  scented  loveliness,  filled  with  the  ceaseless  hum  of 
industrious,  honey-gathering  bees  throughout  the  day.  There  are 
few  scents  more  haunting  and  yet  more  elusive  than  that  of  the 
little  amber-coloured  lime  flowers.  Like  a  cheerful  giver,  it  never 
spares  itself,  and  yet  remains  unobtrusive. 

Seen  from  the  immediately  surrounding  gardens,  the  bold 
outline  of  Lawford  Hall  shows  to  great  advantage.  Beyond, 
stretches  an  extensive  and  exceptionally  well  timbered  park  of 
about  four  hundred  acres.  The  estate  also  includes  a  home  farm, 
wliich  is  under  the  personal  superintendence  of  the  familv. 


mistlep  Codfle* 

eawara  Bri$^  Kcnslt  Doritian,  €sa.t  3.P. 


^S  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  Edward  Kensit  Norman,  Esq., 
D.L.,  J. P.,  High  Sheriff  for  Essex  in  1899,  and  his  wife, 
Rosalind  Letitia,  daughter  of  the  late  Sir  Samuel  Ruggles- 
Brise,  K.C.B.,  of  Spains  Hall,  E.  Brise  Kensit  Norman,  Esq.,  of 
Mistley  Lodge,  near  Manningtree,  on  the  Suffolk  borders  of  Essex, 
is  doubly  connected  with  the  last  mentioned  County,  his  paternal 
grandfather  being  Canon  C.  F.  Norman. 

Born  in  1881,  Mr.  E.  B.  K.  Norman  received  his  education 
from  Eton  and  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  and  has  rendered 
military  service,  the  regiment  with  which  he  was  formerly 
connected  being  the  Royal  Monmouthshire  Engineer  Militia,  in 
which  he  ranked  as  Lieutenant. 


Recognising  his  public  obligations  as  befits  a  good  citizen, 
Mr.  Norman  has  been  the  author  of  much  useful  work  for  Essex 
during  the  past  nine  years,  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace. 

Politically  his  sympathies  are  with  the  Unionist  Party,  and 
the  Bachelors'  and  Junior  Carlton  Club  number  this  gentleman 
among  their  members. 


Pprflo  park* 

Cbe  Ridbt  i)on.  Cbe  Baron  O'l^adan,  J.p.,  m.jl. 


£IKE  Havering  Park,  Pyrgo  Park,  the  Essex  seat  of  Lord 
O'Hagan,  is  a  modern  mansion,  within  the  historic  parish  of 
Havering-Atte-Bower,  erected  on  the  site  of  one  of  the 
dower  houses  of  former  Queens  of  England.  Here  the  child  wife 
of  the  unhappy  Richard  U.,  Isabella  de  Valois,  received  the  news 
of  her  husband's  death,  which  made  her  a  widow  ere  she  had 
completed  her  twelfth  year.  "  The  little  Queen,"  as  the  English 
called  her,  in  allusion  to  her  extreme  youth,  was  eventually 
allowed  to  return  to  France,  after  the  usurper,  Henry  of  Boling- 
broke,  who  became  Henry  IV.,  had  mulcted  her  of  dowry,  jewels, 
and  even  many  of  her  clothes.  At  the  age  of  eighteen,  she  made 
her  second  venture  on  the  sea  of  matrimony,  as  the  Duchess  of 
Orleans,  but  died  four  years  later,  leaving  an  infant  daughter. 

At  Pyrgo  Park,  Joan,  daughter  of  Charles  II.  of  Navarre, 
and  second  wife  of  Henry  IV.,  died,  worn  out  with  sorrow,  on 
July  gth,  1437,  for  not  only  had  the  victory  at  Agincourt  cost  her 


the  death  of  many  near  relatives,  and  left  others  prisoners  in  the 
English  hands,  but  later,  the  Queen  herself  suffered  imprisonment 
on  a  charge  of  sorcery  in  Pevensey  Castle,  where  she  remained 
until  the  death  of  her  step-son  Henry  V. 

Pyrgo  was  the  haven  chosen  by  Elizabeth  of  York,  daughter 
of  Edward  IV.  and  wife  of  Henry  VII.,  as  a  safe  refuge  for  her 
motherless  nieces,  and  one  which  afforded  her  frequent  access  to 
them.  That  tragic  young  figure.  Lady  Jane  Grey,  England's 
Queen  for  thirteen  days,  knew  Pyrgo,  too,  as  the  seat  of  her  uncle, 
Sir  John  Grey.  Queen  Elizabeth  made  frequent  visits  to 
Pyrgo  during  her  reign  and  several  letters  still  exist,  which  date 
from  her  stay  at  Pyrgo  whither  she  had  retired  after  receiving  the 
troops,  raised  to  resist  the  invasion  of  the  Spanish  Armada,  at 
Tilbury.  A  fine  old  oak  is  still  pointed  out  under  which  tradition, 
likely  enough,  declares  the  Queen  was  sitting  on  receiving  the 
news  of  the  defeat  of  the  Armada. 

The  mansion,  which  is  erected  with  tower  and  portico,  in 
the  Classic  style  of  architecture,  is  well  situated  xvithin  a  finely 
timbered  and  extensive  park,  commanding  wide  and  extremely 
beautiful  views  over  the  neighbouring  counties,  across  the  Thames, 
into  Kent. 

Third  of  his  line  to  hold  the  title,  Maurice  Herbert  Towneley 
Towneley-O'Hagan  is  the  youngest  son  of  that  eminent  member  of 
the  Irish  Bar,  the  late  Thomas,  ist  Lord  O'Hagan  K.P.,  twice  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland,  and  his  second  wife,  Alice  Mary,  daughter 
and  co-heiress  of  the  late  Colonel  Charles  Towneley,  of  Towneley, 
in  Lancashire,  and  Lady  Caroline  Molyneux. 

Born  on  February  20th,  1882,  his  lordship  had  the  misfortune 
to  lose  his  father  ere  he  had  completed  his  third  )'ear.  He  received 
his  education  from  Marlborough  and  Trinity  College,  Cambridge, 
where  he  took  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1903,  and  four  years 
later,  graduated  M.A. 


On  the  death  of  his  elder  brother,  Thomas,  2nd  Lord 
O'Hagan,  on  December  13th,  igoo,  at  Springfontein  of  enteric 
fever,  caught  while  serving  with  his  regiment,  the  Grenadier 
Guards,  in  the  South  African  War,  he  succeeded  to  the  title, 
and  from  1906-07  acted  as  Assistant  Private  Secretary  to  the 
1st  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  His  lordship  also  held  the  office  of 
Lord  in  Waiting  to  the  late  King  Edward  VII.  for  the  last  three 
years  of  his  reign. 

Lord  O'Hagan  married  in  igii,  the  Hon.  Frances  Constance 
Maddalena  Strachey,  only  daughter  of  Edward,  ist  Lord  Strachie, 
and  has  issue,  a  daughter,  Helen  Frances  Alice.  Curiously  enough, 
her  Ladyship's  family  has  a  distinct  connection  with  this  County 
for  though  resident  in  Somerset  for  the  last  three  hundred 
years,  it  can  be  traced  back  to  a  William  Strachey  of  Saffron 
Walden,  of  whom  there  are  various  records. 

His  lordship  holds  the  Grand  Cross  of  the  Order  of  the 
North  Star  of  Sweden  and  Queen  Isabella  of  Spain.  He  is  on  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace  for  Essex,  and  a  Lieutenant  of  that 
County's  Royal  Horse  Artillery  Territorial  Force.  His  lordship 
takes  considerable  interest  in  Local  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Territorial  Force  Association,  County  of  Essex,  and  is  a 
member  of  various  County  Committees,  including  the  Essex 
Insurance   Committee   and    the   Small    Holdings    Committee. 

Besides  Pyrgo  Park,  Lord  O'Hagan  owns  property  in 
Lancashire  and  in  Ireland. 

The  Burlington  Fine  Arts,  Bachelors',  Brooks's  and  Reform 
Clubs  number  Lord  O'Hagan  among  their  members. 
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Faulkbourne  Hall. 


Faulkbourne  Ball,  UlitDam. 

Cbristopber  Ulilliatn  Parker,  €sq.,  D.l.  3.p.,  m.il. 


flFTER  the  days  of  its  Saxon  owner,  Turbin,  and  his  successor, 
Hamo     Dapifer,   nephew    of   William   the  Conqueror,    the 
story  of  Faulkbourne  is  so  interwoven   with  that  of  other 
estates,  that  it  is  difficult  to  consider  it  separately. 

Early  in  the  fifteenth  century,  it  appears  to  have  been  held 
by  Earl  John  de  Bohun  as  of  the  Honour  of  Clare,  and  from  him 
passed  to  Sir  John  Montgomery. 

Later,  it  was  among  the  possessions  of  that  favourite  of  no 
less  than  four  Kings,  Sir  Thomas  Montgomery,  one  of  Henry  VI. 's 
Marshals,  who  held  the  important  offices  of  Iveeper  of  the  Exchange 
and  the  wardenship  of  gold  and  silver  coinage  in  the  realm.  By 
the  Yorkist  King,  Edward  IV.,  Sir  Thomas  was  made  a  Knight  of 
the  Garter  and  a  Member  of  the  Privy  Council,  whilst  among  other 
honours  showered  upon  him  were  the  Stewardship  of  Havering- 
Atte-Bower  as  well  as  of  Hadleigh  Castle  and  the  Forest  of  Essex. 
Nor  was  he  less  fortunate  under  the  short  reign  of  Richard  III.,  by 


whom  he  was  granted  the  whole  of  the  Essex  estates  of  John  de 
Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford,  while,  with  that  monarch's  successor, 
Henry  Vll.,  he  was  equally  persona  grata. 

Dying  in  1494,  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of  fifty  five. 
Sir  Thomas  made  John  Fortescue,  his  nephew,  his  chief  heir,  the 
latter  being  the  first  of  his  family  to  take  up  residence  at 
Faulkbourne  Hall. 

In  1637,  the  property  passed  by  purchase  to  Sir  Edward 
Bullock,  of  Loftes,  in  the  parish  of  Heybridge,  and  was  held  by 
his  descendants  for  seven  generations,  until  at  the  close  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  it  was  acquired  by  Andrew  Motion,  Esq.,  who, 
after  a  brief  tenure  of  six  months,  disposed  of  it  to  the  subject  of 
the  present  article,  Christopher  William  Parker,  Esq.,  lord  of  the 
manor,  patron  of  the  living  and  sole  landowner  in  Faulkbourne 
parish. 

As  an  exquisite  example  of  elaborate  brick  work  of  the 
fifteenth,  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries,  Faulkbourne  Hall 
has  few  rivals,  fts  massive  buttresses,  turrets  and  battlements, 
especially  with  regard  to  the  oldest  portion  of  the  building,  a 
square  tower  at  the  north  eastern  angle,  cause  one  to  reject 
regretfully,  the  tradition  that  this  last  was  the  work  of  Robert, 
Earl  of  Gloucester,  in  the  reign  of  Stephen.  Indeed,  its  appearance 
suggests  it  might  well  have  held  its  own  during  the  civil  war  of 
that  period.  But  the  writer  of  an  able  article  in  the  Essex 
Archaeological  Transactions  some  few  years  ago,  F.  Chancellor, 
Esq.,  F.R.I.B.A.,  has  been  able  to  find  nothing  in  the  existing 
mansion  that  he  can  ascribe  an  earlier  date  to  than  1500,  although 
he  opines  that  another  famous  tower,  belonging  to  its  feudal 
owners,  as  well  as  an  earlier  Roman  villa  once  occupied  the  site 
of  the  present  Faulkbourne  Hall.  Therefore  Mr.  Chancellor 
attributes  the  building  of  the  mansion  to  the  Fortescue  family. 
Still  a  writ  of  the  Privy  Seal  was  granted  by  Henry  VI.  in  1439  to  Sir 


John  Montgomery  giving  him  leave  "  to  Keruelle  and  embataille 
with  stones  or  bryke  thee  said  manoir,"  hence  we  mav  take  it  that 
about  1440  the  oldest  and  main  part  of  tlie  present  building  was 
built.     The  original  document  is  in  the  Record  Office. 

An  unique  feature  of  the  house  is  a  quaint  brick  staircase, 
with  handrail  of  the  same  material,  connected  with  a  first  floor 
bedroom,  and  leading  by  eighty  three  steps  to  the  roof,  whence  a 
magnificent  view  is  obtained. 

In  its  surroundings,  Faulkbourne  Hall  is  peculiarly  fortunate. 
The  well-tended  grounds  have  the  advantage  of  many  natural 
springs,  and  boast,  among  others  of  its  kind,  a  gigantic,  stately 
cedar,  believed  to  be  one  of  the  largest  specimens  in  England. 

Beyond  the  grounds  stretches  an  undulating  park  of  about 
one  hundred  acres,  finely  timbered,  principally  with  elms  and 
chestnuts. 

Within  the  park  stands  the  little  Norman  Church  of  St. 
Germain,  its  fifteenth  century  wooden  belfry  and  spire  rendered 
additionally  picturesque  by  its  sylvan  background.  Memorials  of 
bygone  Fortescue  and  Bullock  owners  are  to  be  found  in  its 
interior,  and  its  name  recalls  a  little  spring  between  the  Church 
and  house,  much  patronized  in  former  days  on  account  of  its 
supposed  curative  properties,  and  dedicated  to  St.  Germain. 
Hence,  too,  the  parish  derives  its  name,  folc  and  burn,  i.e.  the 
folk's  brook,  or  well. 

The  eldest  son  of  the  late  John  Oxley  Parker,  Esq.,  D.L., 
J. P.,  of  Woodham  Mortimer,  Maldon,  who  filled  the  Shrievalty  in 
1883,  and  his  wife,  the  late  Louisa,  daughter  of  Richard  Durant, 
Esq.,  of  Sharpham,  in  Devonshire,  and  High  Canons,  Herts.,  Mr. 
C.  W.  Parker  was  born  in  1853  educated  at  Winchester  and 
Oriel  College,  Oxford,  and  in  igo6  pricked  as  High  Sheriff  for  the 
County. 


By  his  marriage  in  1881  with  Helen  Cecilia,  daughter  of 
the  late  Sir  William  James  Farrer,  High  Bailiff  of  Westminster 
from  1868- 1887,  he  has,  with  other  issue,  a  son,  John  Oxley,  now  a 
Captain  in  the  Essex  Yeomanry,  and  a  graduate  of  his  father's  old 
College,  Oriel,  born  in  1886. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Parker  owns  other  property  in  Essex,  including 
Woodham  Mortimer,  in  addition  to  Faulkbourne  Hall,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Carlton  Club. 


Broomfields,  Chadwell  l>eatl). 

Ricbard  Papze«  esq.. 


flVERY  interesting  personality  is  Richard  Payze,  Esq.,  of 
Broomfields,  Chadwell  Heath.     Ninety  five  years  of  age,  he 

remains  hale,  hearty  and  well  and  has  lived  in  Essex  during 
the  whole  of  his  life,  covering  six  reigns. 

A  noteworthy  fact  is  that  he  is  the  son  of  a  Richard  Payze, 
who  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety  four  and  who  died  at  Woodford. 
This  is  an  old  Essex  Family,  springing  from  Coggeshall.  The 
present  Richard  Payze  was  the  last  High  Constable  for  the  half 
hundred  of  Becontra  in  the  County  of  Esses  chosen  by  the 
Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England. 

Mr.  Payze's  father  owned  a  farm  at  Leytonestone  and 
the  present  Church  there  was  built  on  land  formerly  owned  by 
the  present  Mr.  Payze's  father,  whilst  the  Chadwell  Heath 
Church  was  built  on  land  presented  for  that  purpose  by  Mr. 
Payze's  himself.  It  can  therefore  be  readily  imagined  how  many 
changes  in  the  County  this  gentleman  has  lived  to  see,  as  he  well 
remembers  it  when  it  was  almost  entirely  rural  and  in  many  parts 
deer  running  across  the  public  roads. 

Another  noteworthy  circumstance  is  that  this  gentleman  by 
his  wife  (Martha  Sarah  Tisdall,  of  Co.  Meath,  Ireland)  has  had  ten 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  living,  and  the  living  grandchildren 
and  great-grandchildren  now  number  fifty,  some  of  them  being 
busy  and  prosperous  in  Canada,  Australia  and  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  Payze  lived  to  see  the  golden  wedding  with  his  wife, 
since  dead.  For  forty  years  Mr.  Payze  has  lived  in  retirement. 
This  gentleman  is  therefore  a  most  interesting  link  with  the  past, 


and    it    is    distinctly   gratifying    to   know    that  he   still    enjoys 
vigorous  health. 

On  more  than  one  occasion  Mr.  Payze  has  proved  his 
County  loyalty  and  his  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  neighbours, 
by  various  public  services  and  for  many  years  gave  his  time  as  a 
Poor  Law  Guardian. 

Broomfields  contains  many  interesting  treasures,  some  of 
them  domestic  and  personal  to  himself,  including  an  oil  painting 
of  his  great-grandmother,  and  among  other  works  of  art  is  another 
valuable  oil  painting,  the  Apotheosis  of  St.  Joseph.  Another 
treasure  is  a  copy  of  a  volume,  now  historic,  being  the  printed 
catalogue  recording  the  Auctioneer's  original  entries  and  prices 
during  the  thirty  day's  sale  held  at  the  old  Wanstead  House,  then 
the  property  of  the  Earl  Mornington,  the  sale  being  held  on  June 
loth,  1822,  and  this  Auctioneer's  official  and  printed  catalogue 
shows  that  the  total  proceeds  of  the  sale  reached  ;^4i,38o.  8.  3 
solely  for  the  contents  of  the  mansion,  the  furniture,  wines  and 
effects. 

This  historic  place,  the  original  Wanstead  House,  has  long 
since  disappeared.  First  it  was  partly  and  accidentally  burnt, 
whilst  at  a  later  date  the  remains  were  pulled  down  to  make  room 
for  the  exigencies  of  modernity.  It  is  interesting  to  add  that  this, 
the  original  Wanstead  House,  stood  at  the  back  of  the  present 
mansion  of  Sir  John  Bethell,  where  at  the  time  of  the  printing  of 
this  Book  (the  year  1913)  the  public  have  been  acquainted  of  a 
midnight  surprise  visit  by  burglars  to  whom,  according  to  public 
report.  Sir  John  extended  the  hospitality  of  revolver  and  shot. 

This  little  sketch  may  be  concluded  by  chronicling  the  fact 
that  the  present  Mr.  Richard  Payze  is  still  a  good  pedestrian, 
which  is  well  and  fitting  seeing  that  his  own  father,  after  reaching 
the  age  of  eighty  years,  proved  his  physical  fitness  by  swimming 
round  Margate  jetty,  and  earlier  in  life  had  been  known  to  walk 
forty  miles  in  a  day. 


(Uitham  Coage,  iUttDam. 

^atnund  ReDill  RicDara  Pellp,  €$q. 


BORN  on  December  12th  1858,  Edmund  Nevill  Richard  Pelly, 
Esq.,  of  Witham  Lodge,  Withnm,  in  East  Central  Essex,  is 
the  3rd  son  of  the  late  Captain  Richard  Wilson  Pelly,  R.N., 
of   Forest   Rise,    Walthamstow,    and    his   wife,   Katherine    Jane, 
daughter  of  the  late  John  Gurney  Fry,  of  Hall  End  in  this  County. 

A  grandson  of  Sir  John  Henry  Pelly,  the  first  of  the  Upton 
Baronets,  Mr.  E.N.R.  Pelly  claims  descent  from  an  Elizabethan 
ancestor,  Thomas  Pelly,  who  was  living  in  Dorset  in  1586. 

Captain  John  Pelly,  of  the  Honourable  East  India 
Company's  Service  and  an  Elder  Brother  of  Trinity  House, 
connected  his  own  family  with  that  of  Essex  in  the  eighteenth 
century  by  his  marriage  with  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heiress  of 
Henry  Hinde,  of  Upton.  The  elder  son  of  this  union,  Henry 
Hinde  Pelly,  also  a  Captain  in  the  East  India  Company's  Service, 
High  Sheriff  for  Essex  in  1780  and  an  Elder  Brother  of  Trinity 
House,  like  his  father,  had  four  sons,  of  whom  the  eldest  became 
Sir  John  Henry  Pelly,  Bt.,  in  1840,  and  the  2nd  son,  Charles,  a 
Captain  in  the  Royal  Navy,  had  the  honour  of  serving  under  the 
gallant  Nelson. 


By  his  marriage  on  July  12th  1887  with  Emma  Mary, 
daughter  of  the  late  John  Fowler,  Esq.,  of  Leeds,  Mr.  E.N.R.  Pelly 
has  four  sons  and  one  daughter.  Cicely  Edith,  his  heir,  John  Noel, 
born  in  1888,  being  now  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Royal  Navy. 
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Ingaustotie  M\\  and  Cbornaon  l>alL 

Cbe  RiabC  Bon.  Cbc  Baron  Pctre. 


CHE  present  head  of  one  of  England's  great  noble  Catholic, 
families,    Lionel    George    Carroll    Petre,     i6th    Baron,    of 
Writtle,    is   the    owner   of   two    seats   in   Southern   Essex, 
Ingatestone  Hall,  the   mis-en-scene  of  Miss  Braddon's   celebrated 
novel,  "  Lady  Audley's  Secret,"  and  Thorndon  Hall. 

The  first  mentioned  was  the  residence  of  his  lordship's 
ancestors  up  to  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century,  when  they 
moved  to  Thorndon   Hall  {i.e.  the  Old   Hall). 

The  principal  front  of  Ingatestone  Hall  was  taken  down. 
This  mansion,  which  was  originally  a  grange  of  Barking  Abbey, 
was  built  in  1575  by  Sir  William  Petre,  father  of  the  first  Baron, 
Sir  John,  and  one  of  the  most  eminent  statesmen  of  his  time.  The 
Hall  is  now  subdivided  into  residences,  which  are  let,  the  centre 
portion  being  taken  up  by  the  chapel,  which  is  the  Roman 
Catholic  parish  Church  of  Ingatestone.  A  fine  octagonal  staircase 
turret  still  remains  and  a  priest's  hiding  place  is  a  feature  of  one 
of  the  rooms  on  the  middle  floor. 


As  tutor  to  George  Boleyn,  subsequently  Viscount  Rochford, 
Queen  Anne  Boleyn's  brother,  Sir  William  Petre  obtained  an 
introduction  to  Court,  and  the  fact  that  he  filled  the  office  of 
Secretary  of  State  to  no  less  than  four  Tudor  Sovereigns  says  much 
for  his  powers  of  diplomacy.  His  tomb,  together  with  those  of 
his  son,  Sir  John  Petre,  sometime  M.P.  for  Essex,  the  first  to  be 
raised  to  the  Peerage,  and  Willam,  2nd  Lord,  who,  as  Privy 
Councillor  also  to  four  monarchs,  appears  to  have  inherited  his 
grandfather's  talent  for  statecraft,  are  among  the  most  interesting 
features  of  the  Church  of  SS.  Mary  and  Edmund  at  Ingatestone. 

The  Almshouses  in  this  parish  for  twelve  poor  Catholics 
were  originally  the  gift  of  Sir  William  Petre  in  1557,  being  rebuilt 
by  William  Henry  Francis,  nth  Baron,  in  1840. 

At  Ingatestone,  too,  is  buried  William,  4th  Lord  Petre, 
who,  already  an  old  man,  was  imprisoned  in  the  Tower  on  the 
charge  of  complicity  in  the  Popish  plots  invented  by  that  arrant 
knave,  Titus  Oates.  He  died  five  years  later,  in  1683,  in 
confinement.  One  of  his  last  letters,  written  to  King  Charles  II., 
is  at  once  a  dignified  plea  for  justice  and  a  pathetic  vindication 
of  his  character  : — 

I  have  been  five  yeares  in  prison,  and  what  is  more 
grievous  to  me  lain  so  long  under  a  false  and  injurious 
calumny  of  a  horrid  plot  and  design,  against  your 
majestie's person  and  government,  and  am  now  by  the 
disposition  of  God's  providence,  call'd  into  another 
world  before  I  could  by  a  public  trial  make  my  innocence 
appear. 

His  kinsman,  Edward  Petre,  second  son  of  Sir  Francis  Petre,  Bt., 
of  Cranham,  was  also  committed  to  Newgate  about  the  same  time, 
and  subsequently  filled  the  position  of  Confessor  to  James  II, 


Thorndon  Hall. 


Thorndon  Hall :  Unearned  Increment. 


Thomas,  6th  Baron  Petre,  younger  brother  of  the  ill-fated 
4th  J.ord,  held  the  office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Essex,  and  his 
great-grandson,  Robert  Edward,  gth  Baron,  married  as  his  first 
wife,  Anne,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Philip  Howard  of  Buckenham, 
in  Norfolk  and  niece  of  Edward,  gth  Duke  of  Norfolk.  On  the 
death  of  the  Duke  in  1777  without  issue.  Lady  Petre  became,  with 
her  sister,  Winifred,  Lady  Stourton,  coheir  to  the  Baronies  of 
Howard,  Mowbray,  Furnivall,  Strange  of  Blackmere,  Talbot, 
Braose  of  Gower,  Segrave,  Dacre  of  Gillesland,  Greystock,  Ferrers 
of  Wemme,  Gifford  of  Brimsfield  and  Verdon. 

The  Mowbray  and  Segrave  titles  were  called  out  of  abeyance 
in  1878  by  the  late  Alfred  Joseph,  Lord  Stourton,  father  of  the 
present  Lord  Mowbray,  Segrave  and  Stourton,  and  that  of 
Furnivall  has  just  been  terminated  in  favour  of  the  Hon.  Mary 
Frances  I'Catherine  Petre,  only  child  and  heir  of  Bernard  Henrv 
Philip  Petre,  i4tii  Baron  and  uncle  of  the  present  holder  of  the 
title.  The  latter  had  succeeded  to  the  Barony  in  1893,  od  the 
deatli  of  his  brother,  William  Joseph,  13th  Lord  Petre,  a  domestic 
prelate  of  the  Vatican  Court ;  and  after  the  death  of  the  14th 
Baron,  without  male  issue  in  1908,  the  title  passed  to  his  younger 
brother  (who  only  enjoyed  it  six  months),  the  late  Philip  Benedict 
Joseph  Petre,  15th  Baron,  the  father  of  the  present  Lord  Petre  by 
his  marriage  on  July  19th,  1888,  with  Julia  Mary,  eldest  daughter 
of  the  late  George  Cavendish  Taylor,  Esq.,  of  Elvaston  Place, 
London. 

Born  on  November  3rd,  1890,  Lionel  George  Carroll  Petre, 
the  only  son  of  the  last  mentioned  marriage,  succeeded  his  father 
on  December  6th,  igo8,  as  i6th  Lord  Petre,  and  after  passing 
through  the  Royal  Military  College  at  Sandhurst,  joined  the  Cold- 
stream Guards  with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant. 

His  lordship's  marriage  with  Katherine,  only  child  of  the 
Hon.  John  and  Lady  Margaret  Boscawen  took  place  in  June  1913. 


Thorndon  Hall,  his  lordship's  residence,  was  originally  built 
after  tlie  design  of  James  Paine  by  Robert  Edward,  gth  Lord  Petre, 
who  had  the  honour  of  entertaining  George  III.  at  his  new 
residence  after  the  Warley  Review.  But  this  imposing  mansion, 
consisting  of  a  centre  and  two  wings,  was  practically  destroyed  by 
fire  in  1S78,  at  which  time  many  valuable  paintings  perished. 
Since  1894,  the  East  Wing  has  been  restored  as  a  residence. 

A  public  Catholic  Chapel,  dedicated  to  Our  Blessed  Lady 
and  St.  Lawrence,  is  attached  to  the  Hall,  the  house  being  com- 
mandingly  situated  within  an  extensive  and  well-wooded  park  of 
some  1,500  acres,  whence  fine  views  across  the  Thames  into  Kent 
are  obtained. 

About  one  and  a  half  miles  to  the  south  of  Thorndon  Hall, 
are  the  ruins 'of  the  Old  Hall,  which  was  pulled  down  when  the 
present  house  was  built.  The  previous  residence  was  once  the  seat 
of  the  FitzLewis  family  whose  last  representative  was  burnt  to 
death,  with  his  unfortunate  bride,  on  his  wedding  night,  in  the 
days  of  Henry  VII. 

His  lordship,  who  holds  the  manorial  rights  of  West 
Horndon,  in  which  parish  Thorndon  Hall  is  situate,  is  chief  land- 
owner, and  the  patron  of  four  livings. 

The  Guards',  Carlton  and  Bachelors'  Clubs  number  Lord 
Petre  amongst  their  members. 
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Riffhanis,  from  an  old  print  dated   1S35,  then  spelt  Riffens. 


Rtffhams,  Danburp. 

Jobn  Cbarks  Spcnccr^Pbllllps.  €$q.,  m.H.,  3.P. 


no  better  refutation  to  the  sweeping  assertion  usually  hurled 
at   Essex  by  those  only  superficially  acquainted    with    the 
County — that    its  whole   extent   is   flat   and    uninteresting 
could   be  found    than    Riffhams,    the    picturesque    property    of 
J.  C.  Spencer-Phillips,  Esq.,  in  Danbury  parish,  some  five  miles 
from  Chelmsford. 

The  village  itself  lies  365  feet  above  sea  level.  So  far 
from  being  flat,  the  five  hundred  acres  of  Riffhams  estate  are 
beautifully  undulating,  and  the  character  of  the  scenery  suggests 
a  Surrey  landscape  to  the  uninitiated. 

To  the  lover  of  Essex,  no  greater  insult  could  be  offered  to 
the  County  than  to  dismiss  it  with  the  description  before  mentioned. 
Had  its  accusers  been  better  informed,  they  would  have  been 
aware  that  even  the  low  lying  districts  have  a  charm  of  their  own, 
shyly  offered,  it  may  be,  and,  as  every  botanist  knows,  Essex  is  a 
happy  hunting  ground  for  specimens,  the  number  of  its  flowering 
plants  running  into  four  figures. 


Nor  have  its  people  fared  better  at  the  hands  of  strangeis 
than  the  County.  "Essex  Calves"  merit  their  description  in 
reality  as  little  as  "Norfolk  Dumplings;"  but  the  unjustified 
epithet  has  been  turned  neatly  to  the  advantage  of  its  natives  by 
G.  T.  Manning,  of  Sible  Hedingham,  in  the  following  lines  : — 

Essex,  you  say,  is  famed  for  Calves, 
We  thank  you  really  for  your  pains, 

For  thus  you  prove  on  our  behalves 

We're  famous  most  for  Head  and  Brains. 

To  return  to  Riffhams.  The  manor  figures  in  the  Domesday 
Record  as  "  Rifehams,"  but  in  a  coloured  print,  (which  is 
reproduced),  dated  1835,  it  is  spelt  Riffens. 

The  old  Manor  House,  originally  a  timbered  Elizabethan 
structure,  was  bricked  over  in  the  latter  part  of  Queen  Anne  period, 
and  is  now  rented  by  the  Rev.  G.  H.  WooUey. 

The  present  house,  which  stands  on  gravel  soil,  was  erected 
in  1805.  Tlie  property  was  left  to  Mr.  Spencer- Phillips'  grand- 
father, who  died  in  1872,  by  his  Aunt,  and  the  legatee  thereupon 
assumed  the  additional  name  of  Phillips. 

From  the  undulating  park  lands,  with  their  fine  herd  of 
Jersey  pedigree  cattle  recently  acquired  by  Mr.  Spencer-Phillips, 
the  two  lakes,  one  well  stocked  with  trout,  to  the  terrace  walks, 
sunk  garden,  croquet  and  tennis  lawns,  Riffhams  is  eloquent  of  the 
unremitting  care  and  attention  bestowed  upon  the  property  by  its 
owner.  Along  with  many  a  stately  cedar,  two  Judas  trees  flourish 
in  the  gardens,  another  feature  being  a  superb  magnolia,  one  of 
the  three  belonging  to  this  species  that  have  taken  kindly  to 
England. 

Seen  from  the  house,  banks  of  rhododendron  and  azaleas 
fling  great  masses  of  colour  on  the  air  in  Spring  and  early 
Summer,  whilst  in  the  distance,  a  heavy  belt  of  trees  supplies  a 
peculiarly  fitting  background  to  so  much  loveliness, 


Mr.  Spencer-Phillips,  who  is  one  of  the  chief  landowners  in 
Danbury,  the  owner  of  two  farms  and  other  property  in  Hockley 
parish,  and  the  Lord  of  the  lately  enfranchised  Manor  of  Newades, 
Good  Easter,  is  the  son  of  the  late  John  Spencer-Phillips,  Esq., 
who  died  in  1895,  when  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch  was  still 
a  minor. 

Born  in  1881,  Mr.  Spencer-Phillips  received  his  education 
from  Winchester  and  New  College,  Oxford,  where  he  graduated, 
and  was  called  to  the  Bar  at  the  Inner  Temple.  At  the  present 
time  Essex  benefits  from  his  legal  knowledge  by  his  services  as  a 
Magistrate. 

His  marriage  with  Hermione,  youngest  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Joseph  Hammond,  LL.B.,  Vicar  of  St.  Austell  and  Honorary 
Canon  of  Truro,  took  place  in  1904,  and  he  has,  with  other  issue, 
a  son,  John  Tyrell. 

Four  years  after  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spencer- 
Phillips  took  up  residence  at  Riffhams. 

The  Wellington  and  Bath  Clubs  number  Mr.  Spencer- 
Phillips  among  their  members. 
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Greenstea  l)dlL 

fiomW  3ol)n  James  Price,  esq.,  D.t.,  3.p.,  B.JI. 


CONNECTED  with  the  Gosling  family  by  his  second  marriage 
in    1904    with    Dora    Mary,   daughter   of    the   late   Robert 
Gosling,  Esq.,  D.L.,  J. P.,  of   Hassobury,  Mr.  H.J.  J.  Price,  of 
Glynllech,  in  Breconshire,  is  the  only  son  of  the  late  James  Price, 
Esq.,  of  Glynllech. 

Born  in  1857,  Mr.  Price  graduated  as  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  at 
Christ's  College,  Cambridge,  in  1881,  and  seven  years  later  was 
called  to  the  Bar  at  the  Inner  Temple. 

Breconshire  had  the  advantage  of  his  services  in  the 
capacity  of  High  Sheriff  in  igoo.  and  at  the  present  time,  he  is 
numbered  among  the  Deputy  Lieutenants  and  Justices  of  the 
Peace  for  Essex. 

Mr.  Price's  residence,  Greensted  Hall,  in  the  last  mentioned 
County,  lies  within  the  parish  of  Greensted-juxta-Ongar,  one  mile 
from  Chipping  Ongar.  Its  small  church  of  St.  Andrew  has  unique 
claims  to  interest,  with  its  stoutly  constructed  log-walled  nave, 
wholly  composed  of  split  oaks,  deftly  let  into  a  sell  at  the  bottom 


and  fastened  with  wooden  pins  at  the  top.  Here  the  body  of  the 
martyred  King,  St.  Edmund,  is  believed  to  have  rested  for  a  night, 
on  its  way  from  London  to  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  in  1013,  nearly  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years  after  his  death.  Tradition  likes  to  assert 
that  the  Church  first  came  into  being  as  a  temporary  shrine  for  the 
King's  remains,  a  statement  that  finds  no  favour  with  the  learned 
antiquary,  Dr.  Charles  Cox,  who  affirms  that  the  edifice  existed 
long  before  that  time,  and  remained  unaltered,  subsequently,  on 
account  of  the  great  honour  vouchsafed  unto  it. 

Moreover,  a  gigantic  tree,  at  Hoxne,  known  as  St. 
Edmund's  Oak,  that  provided  covers  for  both  the  Bible  and  Prayer 
book  in  the  Church,  is  said  to  have  been  the  one  to  which  the  King 
was  tiad  at  his  martyrdom.  Be  that  as  it  may,  when  at  last  the 
woodman's  axe  laid  the  veteran  low  in  1848,  an  ancient  arrow 
came  to  light,  deeply  imbedded  in  the  trunk,  thus  lending  a 
picturesque  touch  of  probability  to  the  story. 

Mr.  Price  has  been  a  member  of  the  Essex  Hunt  since  1S86, 
and  in  addition  to  this  fascinating  form  of  Sport,  has  a  preference 
for  Shooting  and  Golf. 

Arthur's  Club  numbers  this  gentleman  amongst  its 
members. 
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Marks  Hall,  The  Park, 
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CDomas  Pbllllps  Price.  €sq.,  3.P.,  m.H. 


BEAUTIFUL  in  itself  and  equally  fortunate  in  its  surroundings 
is  the  fine  old  Tudor   mansion,   Marks   Hall,   the  seat   of 
Thomas  Phillips  Price,  Esq.,  some  five  miles  to  the  north  of 
Kelvedon,  in  Essex. 

Instinct  with  peace  and  repose,  the  house  is  well  situated 
on  rising  ground,  within  a  finely  wooded  park  of  two  hundred  and 
twelve  acres,  abundantly  stocked  with  deer.  Two  large  lakes,  in 
summer  lavishly  bestrewn  with  waterlilies,  add  materially  to  the 
charm  of  the  flower-filled  gardens,  while  stately  trees  mirror 
themselves  in  the  water,  as  if  to  woo  the  shyly  peeping  lilies.  By 
the  side  of  the  Upper  Lake  stretches  a  long  grass  walk,  back- 
grounded by  a  glowing  herbaceous  border.  Hard  by  a  punt  is 
moored.  Elsewhere,  standard  rose  trees,  brave  with  blooms, 
bestow  a  shimmering  note  of  colour  on  the  water.  Time's  unique 
gift,  the  beauty  of  a  dignified  tranquillity,  rests  everywhere,  on  the 
velvety  turf  that  feels  like  carpet  to  the  feet,  the  quaint  half- 
timbered  stables,  the  old  dovecot  of  brick  and  tile  and  the 
muUioned  windowed,  ivy-clad  Hall  itself. 


What  the  historian,  Morant,  wrote  of  it  in  the  eighteenth 
century; — "The  gardens,  park  and  fishponds  contribute  not  a 
little  to  make  it  a  delightful  seat,"  is  equally  true  today. 

Since  the  Conquest,  Marks  Hall  has  known  few  owners. 
Hugo  de  Montfort  held  the  property  in  Domesday  times.  His 
under  tenant  was  one  Nigel,  the  ancestor  of  the  famous  De 
Markeshale  family.  The  next  overlords  were  the  Bohuns,  who 
forfeited  this  estate  in  1163,  when  it  was  granted  to  the  De 
.  Markeshales,  who  had  been  in  possession  practically  since  the 
accession  of  William  I.  With  them  it  continued  until  1562,  when 
John  Merkshall  disposed  of  it  to  John  Cole.  Only  nineteen  years 
later,  Marks  Hall,  which  had  been  previously  with  one  family  for 
the  past  five  hundred  years,  changed  hands  again,  being  acquired 
in  1581  from  William,  John  Cole's  son,  by  Edward  Devaugh.  From 
the  latter's  family,  it  was  conveyed  to  Robert  Honywood,  of 
Charing,  in  Kent,  in  1605,  and  continued  with  his  descendants  for 
upwards  of  the  next  three  centuries. 

The  present  Lord  of  the  Manor  and  chief  landowner  is  Mr. 
Price. 

Shortly  after  he  acquired  the  property,  Robert  Honywood 
demolished  much  of  the  ancient  house  of  the  De  Markeshales,  and 
erected  an  imposing  Tudor  front,  a  considerable  portion  of  which 
still  remains.  His  initials  and  the  date,  1609,  in  the  Great  Hall, 
indicate  the  period  at  which  this  part  of  the  work  was  finished. 
Mary,  Mrs.  Robert  Honywood,  who  died  in  1620,  was  married  at 
the  age  of  sixteen,  lived  to  see  her  ninety-third  year,  and  the 
children  to  the  fourth  generation  of  her  marriage,  the  grand  total, 
including  her  own  offspring,  sixteen  in  number,  being  367 
persons. 

In  the  time  of  this  lady's  grandson.  Sir  Thomas  Honywood, 
Marks  Hall  was  the  most  noted  centre  of  the  Parliamentary  Party 
in  Essex.      Its  owner  took  part  in  the  Siege  of  Colchester,  raised  a 


local  regiment,  which  he  led  to  victory  at  Worcester  and  represented 
his  County  in  Cromwell's  Parliament. 

Another  member  of  the  family,  General  Philip  Honywood, 
who  came  into  the  Marks  Mall  property  in  1758,  served  in  the  War 
of  the  Austrian  Succession,  being  severely  wounded  at  Dettingen 
in  1743,  and  three  years  later  again  shed  his  blood  in  the  Royal 
Cause  against  the  Jacobites. 

In  more  recent  times,  the  Church  of  St.  Margaret,  situated 
near  the  Hall,  was  thoroughly  restored  by  Mrs.  Honywood. 

These  are  but  a  few  of  the  memories  evoked  by  the  stately 
pile  of  Marks  Hall,  anent  bygone  makers  of  its  history.  Over  the 
porch  at  one  of  the  entrances,  various  quarterings  of  their  arms 
appear,  and  a  richly  carved  Jacobean  mantelpiece,  one  of  the 
features  of  the  interior,  is  yet  another  link  with  the  past,  while 
several  letters  of  the  great  Lord  Burleigh,  dated  from  Marks  Hall, 
evidence  one  of  its  most  distinguished  guests. 

Thomas  Phillips  Price,  Esq.,  the  present  owner,  is  the  only 
son  of  the  late  Rev.  William  Price,  Vicar  of  Llanarth  and  Canon 
of  Llandaff,  and  his  wife,  Mary,  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas 
Phillips,  of  Llanellen  House  near  Abergavenny,  Monmouthshire, 
and  sister  of  Sir  Thomas  Phillips,  Q.C. 

The  grandson  of  the  late  William  Price,  Esq.,  of  Dollynwith, 
whose  marriage  with  Anne,  daughter  of  John  Lloyd,  of  Pencowcae, 
connected  his  own  family  with  that  of  the  Lloyds  of  Dinas,  Mr. 
T.  P.  Price  was  born  at  Llanarth  in  1844. 

After  leaving  Winchester,  he  had  a  distinguished  career  at 
University  College,  Oxford,  taking  a  second  Classical  in  Modera- 
tions and  a  like  position  in  the  Final  Schools.  Having  decided  to 
follow  the  legal  profession,  Mr.  Price  was  called  to  the  Bar  at  the 
Inner  Temple  in  1869.  Both  Monmouth  and  Essex  reap  the 
benefit  of  his  legal  experience  in  his  magisterial  capacity.     He  ably 


served  the  former  County  as  High  Sheriff  in  1882,  from  1885-95 
represented  the  North  Monmouth  Division  at  Westminster,  and 
as  a  former  Captain  in  the  Royal  Monmouth  Engineer  Militia  has 
rendered  military  service. 

Mr.  Price  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife,  who  died 
in  1897,  was  Frances,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  John  Charles  Rowlatt ; 
and  the  second  Mrs.  Price  is  Florence  Cecilia,  daughter  of  Edwin 
Maximilian  Konstam. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Price's  sister,  Mary  in  18S4,  with 
Thomas  Barrett-Lennard,  Esq.,  eldest  son  of  Sir  Thomas  Barrett- 
Lennard,  Bt.,  of  Belhus,  has  further  cemented  his  ties  with 
Essex. 

Mr.  Price  is  the  patron  of  one  living  and  a  member  of  the 
Union  Club. 


UIoodMll  Sanaon,  Chelmsford* 

Sir  (Frederic)  Carne  RascD.  Bt.,  D.£.,  3.p..,  B.fl. 


CWENTY  two  years  of  Parliamentary  service  in  the 
Conservative  interests  of  Essex  stand  to  the  credit  of  Sir 
Carne  Rasch,  Bt.,  of  Woodhill,  a  period  beginning  with 
his  return  for  the  South  Eastern  Division  of  the  County  in  1886, 
which  constituency  he  continued  to  represent  until  1900,  when  he 
became  M.P.  for  Chelmsford,  and  held  that  seat  until  his 
retirement  eight  years  later. 

Sir  Carne  Rasch,  whose  Baronetcy  dates  from  August  1903, 
is  one  of  the  chief  landowners  in  Sandon,  a  village  in  Central 
Essex,  some  three  miles  from  Chelmsford,  and  mindful  of  his  civic 
obligations,  serves  his  County  as  a  Magistrate  and  Deputy 
Lieutenant,  whilst  his  active  interest  in  its  military  matters  is 
evidenced  by  his  having  ranked  as  a  Captain  and  Honorary  Major 
of  the  4th  (Territorial)  Battalion  of  the  Essex  Regiment,  in  which 
connection  the  valuable  Regular  training  gained  in  his  younger 
days  with  the  6th  Dragoon  Guards,  stood  him  in  good  stead. 


The  son  of  the  late  Frederic  Carne  Rasch,  Esq.,  of 
Woodhill,  D.L.,  J. P.,  and  barrister-at-law,  and  his  wife,  the  late 
Catherine  James,  daughter  of  James  Edwards,  Esq.,  of  The  Grove, 
Harrow,  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch  was  born  on  November 
gth  1847,  and  educated  at  Eton  and  Trinity  College,  Cambridge, 
where  he  graduated  in  his  twenty  first  year. 

By  his  marriage  on  December  i6th  1879  with  Katherine 
Anne,  daughter  of  the  late  Henry  Lysons  Griffinhoofe,  Esq.,  of 
Arkesden,  in  the  same  County,  he  has  two  sons,  the  elder,  Frederic 
Carne,  now  a  Captain  in  his  father's  old  Regiment,  the  6th 
Dragoon  Guards,  born  on  September  27th  1880,  and  the  younger, 
Guy  Elian  Carne,  born  on  August  15th  1885,  a  Lieutenant  in  the 
Grenadier  Guards. 

Sandon  village  boasts  an  ancient  and  picturesque  Church, 
whereof  it  is  said  that  some  of  the  remarkably  fine  brickwork  is 
due  to  Cardinal  Wolsey.  In  1635,  the  learned  editor  of  the 
Polyglot  Bible,  sometime  Prebendary  of  St,  Pauls  and  Chaplain 
to  Charles  I,  Brian  Walton,  D.D.,  was  appointed  Rector.  Ere  the 
publication  of  his  famous  work,  he  had  been  deprived  of  his  living 
for  his  Royalist  sympathies,  but  was  reinstated  at  the  Restoration 
and  made  Bishop  of  Chester,  which  appointment  he  held  until  his 
death  in  the  following  year,  1661. 

A  quaint  entry  in  the  Parish  Registers  records  the  fact 
that  :— 

William  the  son  of  Samuel  Raven,  by  Sarah  his 
wife,  was  half  baptised  at  home  (being  ill  and  appre- 
hended in  danger  of  catching  the  smallpox  if  brought  to 
the  church),  Nov.  20th,  1798.  Received  into  the  congre- 
gation June  2nd,  1799. 

Sir  Carne  Rasch  is  a  member  of  the  Naval  and  Military 
and  Windham  Clubs. 


Cerling  place,  UlitDam. 

Cbe  Rigbt  Ron.  Cbe  Baron  Raplciflb.  P.C,  O.m..  D.C,  3.P., 
D.C.C.  £LD.,  F.R.S.  Sc.D. 


CORD    RAYLEIGH,    whose   nine   years'    tenure   of   the    Lord 
Lieutenancy  of  Essex  terminated  in  1901,  is  the  eldest  son  of 
the  late  John  James,   2nd   Baron  Rayleigh,  by  his  wife,  the 
late   Clara  Elizabeth  La  Touche,   daughter  of  Captain  Vicars,  of 
the  Royal  Engineers. 

His  lordship's  grandfather,  Colonel  Joseph  Holden  Strutt, 
rendered  no  less  than  fifty-four  years'  military  service.  A  Colonel 
in  the  Army,  he  held  the  rank  of  Lieut.-Colonel  in  various 
regiments  of  the  Essex  Militia  from  1769-1823,  when  he  received 
the  appointment  of  Colonel  to  the  West  Essex  Regiment  of  the 
Regular  Militia. 

Like  his  father,  John  Strutt,  of  Terling  Place,  who  died  in 
his  ninetieth  year,  the  late  Colonel  Strutt  sat  for  Maldon  at 
Westminster,  and  the  Barony  was  bestowed  on  his  wife,  Lady 
Charlotte  Mary  Gertrude  FitzGerald,  daughter  of  James,  ist  Duke 
of  Leinster,  in  1821,  in  consideration  of  her  husband's  valuable 
public  service. 


The  Baroness'  younger  daughter,  Charlotte  Olivia,  subse- 
quently the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Drummond,  of  St.  Catherine's 
Court,  near  Bath,  afforded  another  instance  of  longevity  in  this 
family,  being  in  her  hundred  and  first  year  at  the  time  of  her 
death  in  1897. 

John  Strutt  before  mentioned,  was  the  brother  of  that  Sir 
Denner  Strutt  of  Little  Warley,  created  ist  (and  last,  as  he  died, 
without  issue,)  Baronet  of  his  line,  and  mulcted  by  Parliament  of 
the  considerable  sum  of  £1,250  for  his  Royalist  sympathies. 

Born  on  November  12th,  1842,  John  William  Strutt,  3rd  and 
present  Baron  Rayleigh,  had  a  brilliant  University  career  at 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  and  in  1865  won  the  dual  distinction 
of  Senior  Wrangler  and  Smith's  Prizeman.  The  following  year 
saw  him  a  Fellow  of  his  College.  Later,  from  1S79-84,  he  filled 
the  Cliair  of  Experimental  Physics  at  Cambridge,  and  since  igoS 
has  held  the  appointment  of  Chancellor  of  his  old  University. 

A  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  and  one  of  its  past  Presidents, 
his  lordship  formerly  acted  as  Secretary  to  that  important  Body 
from  1887-96,  and  for  upwards  of  twenty  years  was  Professor  of 
Natural  Philosophy  at  the  Royal  Institution. 

His  lordship  is  the  author  of  a  valuable  work,  entitled  The- 
Theory  of  Sound  as  well  as  of  numerous  scientific  papers,  and  it 
will  be  remembered,  was  awarded  the  Nobel  prize  for  Physics  in 
1905- 

His  election  to  be  a  corresponding  member  of  the  French 
Academy  of  Science  dates  from  1890,  and  his  appointment  as 
Scientific  Adviser  to  Trinity  House  from  six  years  later.  On 
August  9th,  1902,  his  lordship  was  invested  with  the  Order  of 
Merit  and  in  July  of  1905  admitted  to  the  Most  Honourable  Privy 
Council  of  Great  Britain. 


He  is  an  Officer  of  the  Legion  of  Honour  as  well  as  a 
Knight  of  the  Prussian  Order  Pour  le  Merite,  and  at  home  ranks 
as  an  Honorary  Doctor  of  Laws  of  the  Glasgow,  Edinburgh, 
Rirmingham  and  Dublin  Universities,  for  which  last  he  is  also  an 
Honorary  Doctor  of  Science. 

By  his  marriage  on  July  iqth,  1871,  with  Evelyn  Georgiana 
Mary,  daughter  of  the  late  James  Maitland  Balfour,  Esq.,  of 
Whittinghame,  Lord  Rayleigh  has  connected  his  family  with  that 
of  the  Right  Hon.  A.  J.  Balfour,  P.C,  M.P.,  and  has  with  other 
issue,  a  son,  the  Hon.  Robert  John  Strutt,  who  has  also  made  his 
name  in  the  world  of  Science  as  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  and 
of  Trinity  College,  Professor  of  Physics  to  the  Imperial  College  of 
Science,  South  Kensington,  and  the  author  of  important  papers 
concerning  Radio-Activity. 

In  1905  the  Hon.  R.  J.  Strutt  married  the  Lady  Mary  Hilda 
Clements,  daughter  of  the  2nd  Earl  of  Leitrim,  a  son  and  heir, 
John  Arthur,  being  born  in  igoS. 

Terling  Place,  Lord  Rayleigh's  seat,  prior  to  its  being 
bestowed  by  the  Conqueror  with  that  Manor  on  Ralph  Peverell, 
belonged  to  Ely  Cathedral.  Subsequently,  Terling  passed  to  the 
Bohuns,  Earls  of  Essex  and  Hertford,  one  of  whose  undertenants 
was  Robert  de  Bruce.  Here,  in  1269,  another  tenant,  the  Bishop 
of  Norwich,  enjoyed  a  palace  and  park,  in  addition  to  a  chapel, 
boasting  the  highly  valued  privilege  of  sanctuary.  Later,  Henry 
VIII. 's  signature  given  at  Terling  Place  to  several  measures  passed 
in  his  reign,  prove  this  to  have  been  a  royal  residence. 

The  present  mansion,  erected  by  his  lordship's  great-grand- 
father, John  Strutt,  Esq.,  M.P.,  is  well  and  commandingly  situated 
within  an  extensive  and  exceptionally  well  timbered  park  of  200 
acres,  wherein  the  little  River  Ter  adds  picturesque  variety  to  its 
surroundings. 


Lord  Rayleigh  holds  the  manorial  rights  and  owns  the 
greater  part  of  Terling  parish.  His  lordship,  who  is  the  patron  of 
two  livings,  serves  Essex  as  a  Magistrate  and  Deputy  Lieutenant, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Athenaeum  Club. 


Bircl)  l>alK  Birch. 

CDC  mabt  Bon.  lames  Round.  P.C,  D.£..  I.P..  l».«. 


CHE  present  head  of  a  family  long  connected  with  Essex  is  the 
Right  Hon.  James  Round,  P.C,  of  Birch  Hall,  in  the  parish 
of  Birch,  some  six  miles  to  the  south  west  of  Colchester. 

Born  on  April  6th,  1842,  Mr.  Round  is  the  eldest  son  of  the 
late  Rev.  James  Thomas  Round,  B.D.,  of  The  Holly  Trees, 
Colchester,  Rector  of  All  Saints  in  that  same  most  interesting  old 
town,  Hon.  Prebendary  of  St.  Paul's  and  Rural  Dean,  and  his  wife, 
Louisa,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  George  Barlow,  of  Burgh,  in 
Suffolk. 

Seven  years  after  his  father's  death,  the  present  owner  of 
Birch  Hall  succeeded  his  uncle,  the  late  Charles  Gray  Round, 
D.L.,  J. P.,  M.P.,  in  that  property.  The  last  mentioned  gentleman, 
who  held  the  office  of  Chairman  of  the  Essex  Quarter  Sessions  for 
twenty-seven  years,  from  1837- 1864,  erected  the  present  mansion, 
Birch  Hall,  near  the  site  of  an  older  building,  which,  in  its  turn, 
had  been  reconstructed  by  the  purchaser  of  the  property,  James 
Round,  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century. 


Through  the  generosity  of  the  late  Mr.  C.  G.  Round,  the 
Church  of  St.  Peter  at  Birch  was  entirely  rebuilt  in  the  modern 
pointed  style  in  1850.  A  Master's  House  and  a  Public  Elementary 
School  were  bestowed  on  the  parish  in  the  same  year,  and  the 
latter  building  was  subsequently  altered  and  enlarged  by  his 
successor,  Mr.  James  Round,  at  an  additional  cost  of  ^^500  in 
igii. 

The  Rectory  House,  too,  was  provided  by  the  late  Mr.  C. 
G.  Round  in  1859-60. 

Originally  of  Shropshire  extraction,  Mr.  James  Round's 
ancestors  subsequently  removed  into  Warwickshire,  Thomas 
Round,  of  Alcester,  being  a  joint  purchaser  of  Temple  Grafton 
Manor  in  1653-54.  His  younger  son,  John,  of  Stratford -on -Avon, 
had  three  sons,  of  whom  John  Round,  of  New  Town,  in  Middlesex, 
was  the  eldest,  and  James,  Master  of  the  Stationers'  Company, 
London,  the  youngest. 

By  his  purchase  of  Birch  Hill,  together  with  the  Manor  and 
Advowson  of  Little  Birch  in  1724,  James  Round  brought  this 
property  into  the  family,  and  rebuilt  the  house  in  1727.  Dying, 
unmarried,  in  1745,  it  passed  to  his  nephew,  William,  of  Birch 
Hall,  the  son  of  his  eldest  brother,  John.  The  latter 's  son  and 
successor,  James,  married,  in  1758,  Thamar,  daughter  and  sole  heir 
of  Peter  CreHeild,  and  subsequently  heir  to  Colchester  Castle, 
which  interesting  property  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  present 
owner  of  Birch  Hall. 

The  eldest  son  of  this  union,  the  Rev.  James  Round,  of 
Birch  Hall,  served  Essex  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace,  and 
dying,  without  issue,  in  i8og,  was  succeeded  by  his  brother, 
Charles,  whose  marriage  in  1796  with  Charlotte,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Green,  of  Stratford,  near  London,  connected  his  own  with 
the  family  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  his  father-in-law  being  a  great- 
grandson  of  Jane  Desborough,  sister  of  the  Protector. 


On  his  death  in  1834,  Mr.  Charles  Round  was  succeeded  at 
Birch  Hall  by  his  eldest  son,  the  late  Charles  Gray  Round,  from 
whom  the  property  passed  in  1867  to  his  nephew,  the  present 
owner,  Mr.  James  Round. 

Educated  at  Eton  and  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  where  he 
took  his  B.A.  in  1864  and  his  Master  of  Arts  degree  eight  years 
later,  Mr.  James  Round  was  called  to  the  Bar  of  the  Inner  Temple 
in  1868,  and  on  August  25th,  1870,  married  his  cousin,  Sibylla 
Joanna,  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  Henry  Freeland,  Rector  of 
Hasketon,  in  Suffolk,  and  has  issue.  The  death  of  Mrs.  James 
Round  occurred  in  1912. 

The  only  son  of  this  union,  Charles  James  Round,  Esq., 
High  Sheriff  for  Essex  for  the  year  1913-14,  was  born  in  1885,  and 
educated  at  Winchester  and  Exeter  College,  Oxford.  He  married 
Sylvia,  youngest  daughter  of  Walter  Maximilian  de  Zoete,  of 
Layer  Marney  Tower,  in  1910,  and  has  one  son,  born  in  1912.  Like 
his  father,  who  was  formerly  a  Major  in  the  West  Essex  Militia, 
the  High  Sheriff  for  the  County  has  rendered  military  service,  and 
held  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  in  the  Essex  Yeomanry. 

Mr.  James  Round  is  a  Deputy  Lieutenant  and  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  Essex.  For  thirty  eight  consecutive  years,  he 
watched  over  the  Parliamentary  interests  of  the  County  from  the 
Conservative  Benches  at  Westminster,  being  returned  for  the 
Eastern  Division  from  1868-85  ^^'^  for  N.E.  Essex  from  1SS5-1906, 
whilst  as  President  of  the  Colchester  Conservative  and  Unionist 
Association  and  of  the  Colchester  and  Unionist  Club,  as  well  as 
President  of  the  Essex  County  Hospital  at  Colchester,  and  in 
connection  with  the  County  Council,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
Aldermen  retiring  in  March  1913,  he  has  been  intimately  associated 
with  its  public  life. 

Since  1902,  Mr.  Round  has  been  a  member  of  the  Most 
Honourable  Privy  Council. 


The  charming  situation  of  Birch  Hall,  within  exquisite 
grounds  leaves  little  to  be  desired,  a  lake  of  about  eight  acres  in 
extent,  formed  by  the  expansion  of  a  rivulet,  contributing  further 
to  the  beauty  of  its  surroundings. 

Mr.  Round  is  Lord  of  the  Manor  and  principal  landowner, 
and  the  patron  of  four  livings. 

The  parish  of  Birch  represents  the  consolidated  parishes  of 
Great  and  Little  Birch,  this  village  being  in  existence  prior  to  the 
reign  of  Edward  the  Confessor.  The  ruins  of  Little  Birch  Church 
are  still  to  be  seen  near  the  Hall.  To  the  south  east  of  St.  Peter's 
Church  are  the  remains  of  the  so-called  "  Birch  Castle,"  once, 
according  to  some  authorities,  the  property  of  the  Gernons,  and 
said  to  have  been  fortified  against  Henry  IIL  by  Sir  Ralph  Gernon. 
Other  writers  accord  the  ruins  a  Roman  origin,  opining  that  they 
once  formed  part  of  the  extensive  works  on  Lexden  Heath. 

Among  Mr.  James  Round's  most  treasured  possessions  are  a 
large  paper  copy  of  the  historian  Morant's  History  of  Colchester, 
containing  numerous  corrections  and  additions  by  the  author,  and 
an  autograph  letter  of  Morant's,  which,  however,  bears  neither 
date  nor  address.  He  also  owns  Samuel  Wegg's  copy  of  Morant's 
History  of  Essex  as  well  as  of  Colchester,  with  which  last  is  bound, 
as  a  fly  leaf,  Cromwell's  official  order,  dated  December  4th,  1655, 
for  the  election  of  a  Recorder  and  Mayor  of  Colchester,  occasioned 
by  the  death  of  Arthur  Barnardiston. 

Mr.  James  Round's  town  residence  is  31,  De  Vere  Gardens, 
W.,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Carlton  Club. 


Francis  Richard  Round,  Esq.,  C.M.G.,  J. P.,  M.A. 


Jloenue  l>ou$e,  UlitDatn* 

francis  Ricbard  Rouna,  €$q.,  C.m.G.t  J.P.,  m.H. 


CHE  younger  brother  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  James  Round,  P.C.,  of 
Birch  Hall,  near  Colchester,  Francis  Richard  Round,  Esq., 
is  the  second  son  of  the  late  Rev.  James  Thomas  Round, 
B.D.,  and  his  wife,  Louisa,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  George  Barlow, 
of  Burgh,  in  Suffolk. 

Nearly  three  years  his  elder  brother's  junior,  Mr.  F.  R.  Round 
was  born  on  January  22nd,  1845,  and  educated  at  Marlborough 
and  Balliol  College,  Oxford,  where  he  graduated,  having  gained  a 
double  second  in  Moderations  and  a  second  in  Greats. 

His  appointment  as  Clerk  in  the  Colonial  Office  followed 
in  i86g,  and  in  1873  he  accompanied  Sir  P.  Julyan  to  Mauritius, 
acted  as  Private  Secretary  to  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach,  now 
Viscount  St.  Aldwyn,  from  1878  to  1880,  and  to  the  late  Sir  R. 
Herbert  in  the  following  year. 


In  r886  he  was  selected  for  special  service  in  British 
Bechuanaland  by  the  late  Sir  Hercules  Robinson,  who  subsequently 
became  Lord  Rosmead.  On  the  completion  of  his  service  there, 
he  accompanied  Sir  Hercules  as  Secretary  to  the  Royal  Commission 
sent  to  Mauritius;  and  after  the  suspension  of  the  late  Sir  J.  Pope 
Hennessy,  Mr.  Round  fulfilled  the  duties  of  Acting  Colonial 
Secretary  for  Mauritius,  and  on  June  21st  1887  was  admitted  to 
the  Companionship  of  the  Most  Distinguished  Order  of  St.  Michael 
and  St.  George.  Nine  years  prior  to  his  retirement  in  1905  from 
active  service,  Mr.  Round  became  Principal  Clerk  in  the  Colonial 
Office. 

His  marriage  with  Frances  Emily,  daughter  of  John  Jolliffe 
Tufnell,  Esq.,  of  Langleys,  Essex,  took  place  on  April  21st,  1881, 
and  he  has  issue  six  sons  and  one  daughter. 

Mr.  Round  has  served  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  for 
Essex  since  1906.  He  has  been  the  owner  of  East  Hill  House, 
Colchester,  since  the  death  of  Mr.  George  Round  in  October,  1886, 
where  he  and  his  brothers  spent  their  early  days.  No  more  striking 
example  of  the  changes  that  constantly  take  place  in  a  single 
lifetime  could  be  instanced  than  that  interesting  old  Essex  pro- 
perty, now  surrounded  by  modern  Colchester. 

At  the  present  time  Mr.  F.  R.  Round  resides  at  Avenue 
House,  Witham.  Its  architecture  tells  the  usual  story  of  additions 
and  supposed  improvements  by  past  owners — the  picturesque 
gables  at  the  back  belonging  to  the  Tudor  period,  as  do  one  or 
two  of  the  windows,  although  the  general  effect  is  marred  by  the 
introduction  of  those  of  modern  character,  while  the  front  of  the 
house  is  Georgian.  The  fine,  oval  arched  porch  over  the  front 
door  has  just  been  restored,  and  is  an  eloquent  tribute  to  local 
work. 

The  interior  is  rich  in  family  and  historic  treasures  removed 
from  the   East   Hill   House,  among  them  being  an  oil   painting 


which  had  hung  there  for  150  years,  of  Mr.  Round's  great-grand- 
mother, Thamar  Creffeild,  as  a  girl.  This  lady  was  the  daughter 
and  sole  heir  of  Peter  Creffeild,  and  eventually  heir  to  Colchester 
Castle,  now  in  the  possession  of  the  elder  brother  of  the  subject 
of  the  present  article,  the  Right  Honourable  James  Round,  of  Birch 
Hall,  near  Colchester. 

The  whole  house  is  filled  with  beautiful  china,  including 
costly  Japanese  vases,  the  Drawing  Room  being  enriched  by 
beautiful  famille  rose  plates  of  Oriental  design,  in  addition  to  which 
much  old  English  china  invites  attention,  and  a  fine  miniature 
of  William  Round,  of  Birch,  Mr.  Round's  great-great-grandfather, 
bears  the  date  1740. 

The  numerous  water  colours  by  Bright,  a  feature  of  Avenue 
House,  recall  the  kindly  interest  of  Mr.  Round's  grandfather  in  a 
then  unknown  artist,  who  largely  owed  his  subsequent  reputation 
to  the  friend  of  his  early  days. 

The  luxuriance  of  the  gardens  is  due  in  great  measure  to 
the  personal  supervision  of  tlieir  owner ;  both  flowers  and  fruit 
evidently  flourish  and  thrive  under  Mr.  F.  R.  Round's  loving  care. 

The  United  University  Club  numbers  this  gentleman 
amongst  its  members. 


Slubbers,  Rorth  Ockendon. 

Cbampjon  Brannil  Russell,  €s<l.t  3.P.t  BJI. 


ONE  of  the  chief  landowners  in  North  Ockendon,  a  district 
that   once    belonged   to   King    Harold    II.,  also   known    as 
Ockendon  of  the  Seven  Fountains  in   allusion   to  its  well 
watered   condition,  and  sometimes  as  Wokendon,    is   Champion 
Branfill  Russell,  Esq.,  of  Stubbers. 

Born  in  i860,  Mr.  C.  B.  Russell  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  late 
Champion  Russell,  Esq.,  of  Stubbers,  and  his  wife,  Emily 
Augusta,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Charles  J.  Way,  Vicar  of  Boreham, 
Essex. 

The  late  Mr.  Russell  was  the  eldest  son  of  Champion 
Edward  Branfill,  Esq.,  of  Upminster  Hall,  and  assumed  the  name 
of  Russell  in  lieu  of  his  own  patronymic  on  his  succession  to  the 
property  of  the  late  Joseph  Russell. 


The  recurrence  of  the  name,  Champion,  in  so  many 
generations  of  the  Branfill  family  recalls  their  doughty  ancestor. 
Captain  Andrew  Bamfylde,  of  Dartmouth,  whose  good  ship.  The 
Chmnpion,  rendered  substantial  aid  in  the  defeat  of  the  Spanish 
Armada  in  1588. 

The  present  owner  of  Stubbers  received  his  education  from 
Wellington  College,  and  University  College,  Oxford,  where  he 
graduated  as  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1884.  Three  years  later,  Mr. 
C.  B.  Russell  married  Isabel  Ellen,  daughter  of  Henry,  ist  Lord 
Aberdare,  and  has,  with  other  issue,  a  son,  Champion  Maxwell, 
born  in  1890. 

Essex  has  the  advantage  of  Mr.  C.  B.  Russell's  services  on 
the  Commission  of  the  Peace. 


Lexden   Park. 


Lexden  Park. 


Ccxaen  park. 

l»r$.  Sanders 


CEXDEN  PARK   in    the    north    ward    of    Colchester    is    the 
picturesque  seat  of  Mrs.  Sanders,  the  daughter  of  the  late 
Henry   Jones,    Esq.,   formerly    Town    Clerk   and    widow   of 
Alderman  Edwin  J.  Sanders,  J. P. 

The  late  Mr.  Sanders  was  the  second  son  of  the  late  Evatt 
Sallows  Sanders,  Esq.,  and,  a  Colchester  man  by  birth,  was 
prominently  connected  with  its  public  life.  Thrice  elected  Mayor, 
the  prosperity  of  the  famous  Oyster  Fishery  is  largely  due  to  his 
able  Chairmanship  of  the  Fishing  Committee. 


To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sanders  two  sons  and  four  daughters  were 
born,  r.he  elder  son,  Harold  Evatt,  was  amongst  those  who  gave 
his  life  for  England  during  the  late  South  African  War,  and  the 
younger  is  Percy  Alan  Sanders,  Esq. 


Stockwell  liallt  Billerlcap. 

CDe  Bon.  lobn  Betirp  Saoilc,  D.C..  LP. 


BEIR  Presumptive  to  the  Earldom  of  Mexborou^h,  the  Hon. 
John  Henry  Savile  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  John  Charles 
George  Savile,  4th  Earl  of  Mexborough  by  his  second  wife, 
the   late    Agnes    Louisa    Elizabeth,    daughter   of   John   Raphael, 
Esq. 

Born  on  September  27th,  1868,  Mr.  Savile,  who  is  thus 
half  brother  to  the  5th  and  present  Lord  Mexborough,  comes  of  a 
family  long  connected  with  Yorkshire,  which  County  he  serves  as 
a  Magistrate  and  Deputy  Lieutenant,  and  wherein  his  other 
Country  residence,  Arden  Hall,  is  situated. 

He  has  rendered  military  service,  and  ranked  formerly  as  a 
Lieutenant  in  the  2nd  Life  Guards. 


Ry  his  marriage  on  July  15th,  1905,  with  the  Hon.  Marjorie 
Knatchbull-Hugessen,  daughter  of  the  late  Edward,  2nd  l.ord 
BraboLirne,  he  allied  his  own  with  an  ancient  Kentish  family,  and 
has,  with  two  daughters,  a  son,  John  Raphael,  born  on  October 
nth,  1906. 

Stockwell  Hall,  Mr.  Savile's  Essex  residence,  is  pleasingly 
located  within  some  twenty  acres  of  prettily  laid  out  grounds, 
in  Little  Burstead  parish,  about  two  miles  south  west  from 
Billericay. 


Henry  Otho  Nicholson  Shaw,  Esq.,  B.Sc,  F.Z.S. 


Skreens  Park,  Roxwell. 


$krecn$  park,  RoxioelK  CDelmsfora. 

Benrp  Otbo  mcbolson  SDau).  esq.,  B.Sc,  F.Z.S. 


CHE  past  history  of  Skreens  Park,  in  Roxwell,  a  hamlet  and 
chapelry  of  Writtle,  now  the  property  of  Henry  Otho 
Nicholson  Shaw,  Esq.,  show  it  to  have  been  bound  up  with 
that  of  exceptionally  notable  personalities.  It  owes  its  name  to  its 
early  lords,  of  whom  William  Skrene,  of  Writtle  and  Clifford's 
Inn,  Sergeant  at  Law,  held  the  manorial  rights  in  the  days  of 
Henry  IV.,  and  with  his  family  it  continued  until  1474. 

Eighty  years  later,  in  1554,  it  was  acquired  by  Richard 
Weston,  a  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  and  the  father  of  that 
Richard  Weston,  Kt.,  to  whom  delicate  diplomatic  missions  were 
entrusted  in  the  reign  of  James  I.,  and  who,  in  1621,  was  made 
Chancellor  and  Under  Treasurer  of  the  Exchequer,  his  unswerving 
honesty  and  tact  securing  his  appointment  three  years  later  as 
Treasurer,  a  post  to  be  held  during  the  King's  pleasure. 

Under  the  rule  of  Charles  I.,  Sir  Richard  was  equally 
fortunate.  The  year  1628  saw  him  raised  to  the  Peerage  as  Baron 
Neyland,  and  in  1632,  he  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  Earl  of 
Portland. 

Skreens  was  left  to  the  Earl's  second  son,  Thomas,  who  in 
1635,  sold  it  (for  ;^5,  000  it  is  said),  to  Sir  John  Bramston,  Kt., 


Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  and  the  property  thus 
gained  another  owner  of  almost  phenomenal  singleness  of  purpose 
and  integrity,  whose  character,  his  Royalist  sympathies  notwith- 
standing, won  the  admiration  of  the  Roundheads.  Sir  John's 
descendants  continued  for  a  lengthy  period  at  Skreens,  the  present 
mansion  being  built  by  his  great-great-grandson,  Thomas 
Bramston,  early  in  the  eighteenth  century,  and  considerably  added 
to  by  his  son  and  successor,  Thomas  Berney  Bramston,  while  later 
improvements  were  attributable  to  Thomas  William  Bramston, 
sometime  M.P.  for  the  Southern  Division  of  Essex,  and  a 
Magistrate  and  Deputy  Lieutenant  for  the  County. 

When  Mr.  Shaw's  father,  the  noted  big  game  hunter, 
purchased  Skreens,  the  house  represented  a  square.  He  effected 
extensive  alterations  and  enlargements,  which  included  throwing 
out  a  wing  on  either  side.  To  his  son,  Mr.  H.  O.  N.  Shaw,  the 
beauty  of  the  garden  terraces  on  the  south  side  is  due. 

The  estate  consists  of  4,500  acres,  principally  devoted  to 
agriculture,  the  magnificently  timbered  park  and  covers  accounting 
for  300  acres. 

The  fine  interior  at  Skreens  was  adapted  for  the  display  of 
the  splendid  collection  of  specimens  gathered  together  by  the  late 
W.  O.  N.  Shaw,  as  the  result  of  his  marksmanship,  and  is  among 
the  most  imposing  in  the  Country.  The  massive  Hall,  with 
arched  colonnade,  has  been  given  an  Oriental  appearance  by  the 
suits  of  costly  gold  inlaid  Indian  armour,  once  the  property  of  an 
Eastern  potentate,  further  accentuated  by  the  surrounding  knives, 
daggers  and  other  deadly  weapons,  all  inlaid  with  the  same 
precious  metal.  There  are  Japanese  and  Italian  guns  of  rare  and 
curious  workmanship,  and  over  the  mantelpiece,  as  though 
mounting  guard  over  their  eventful  past,  hang  two  old  and 
tattered  flags,  the  regimental  colours  of  one  of  Mr.  Shaw's 
ancestors. 


Mrs.  H.  O.  N.  Shaw. 


Among  other  trophies,  huge  horned  heads  of  the  Whapiti 
appear  to  survey  the  scene  with  tranquillity,  while  the  fossilised 
remains  of  an  antediluvian  elk,  dug  up  in  Ireland,  make  a  striking 
contrast  to  the  valuable  china  and  other  curios  in  the  Hall. 

Beyond  this  wealth  of  many  lands,  an  adequate  description 
of  which  would  occupy  many  pages,  lies  the  Winter  Garden. 

The  Billiard  Room  accommodates  a  further  three  hundred 
specimens,  among  the  most  arresting  being  a  large  glass  case, 
containing  a  pair  of  magnificent  man-eating  Indian  tigers, 
engaged  in  altercation  over  the  hapless  victim  beneath  their 
terrible  paws.  Exquisitely  mounted,  the  haunting  realism  of  the 
work  is  not  easily  forgotten.  Another  case  contains  a  more 
peaceful  subject  in  the  shape  of  three  beautiful  snow  leopards 
from  Tibet. 

A  feature  of  the  big  Dining  Room,  one  of  the  additions 
made  by  Mr.  Shaw's  father,  is  the  fine  oak  panelling,  which 
formerly  belonged  to  an  old  farm  and  cottages  on  the  estate,  and 
together  with  the  beautiful  Brussels  tapestry  on  the  walls,  makes 
an  admirable  foil  to  a  large  statue  of  Venus  in  a  window  recess. 

In  another  and  smaller  Dining  Room,  the  family  portraits 
find  place,  among  which  are  those  of  Mr,  Shaw's  father  and 
grandfather,  the  latter  in  his  High  Sheriff's  dress, 

Henry  Otho  Nicholson  Shaw,  Esq,,  who  is  Roxwell's  chief 
landowner  and  the  holder  of  manorial  rights  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, is  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  William  Otho  Nicholson  Shaw, 
Esq.,  B.A.,  J.P.,  F.R.G.S.,  formerly  of  Arrowe  Park,  Chester  and 
Bishopswood,  Herefordshire,  and  subsequently  of  Skreens  Park,  by 
his  marriage  with  Marie  Odette,  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas 
Henry  Exshaw,  Esq.,  and  his  wife,  Valentine  Egle,  daughter  of  the 
Baron  de  Richemont, 


Born  on  July  yth,  i88g,  Mr.  H.  O.  N.  Shaw  received  his 
education  from  Harrow  and  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  and  in  1912 
married  Phyllis  Blanche,  youngest  daughter  of  Harold  Charles 
Moffatt,  Esq.,  D.L.,  J. P.,  of  Goodrich  Court,  Herefordshire. 

Mr.  Shaw  divides  his  time  between  Suffolk,  Essex  and 
Herefordshire,  finding  strenuous  recreation  in  scientific  and 
microscopical  research  and  the  preparation  of  papers  on  Zoology. 

Skreens,  therefore,  is  the  permanent  residence  of  his  mother, 
Mrs.  W.  O.  N  Shaw. 

To  an  ancestor  of  Mr.  Shaw's  family,  Oxford  stands 
indebted,  for  Otho  Nicholson,  (whose  name  he  bears),  not  only 
erected  the  beautiful  conduit  that  stood  opposite  Carfax  Church, 
in  1610,  and  which  was  removed  to  Nuneham  in  1787,  but  also 
built  and  endowed  the  library  of  Christ  Church  as  well. 

From  the  marriage  in  1802  of  his  descendant.  Colonel 
William  Nicholson,  of  Chadkirk,  Chester,  with  Hannah,  daughter 
of  William  Roe,  of  Liverpool,  and  his  wife,  Hannah,  sister  of  John 
Shaw,  it  came  about  that  the  Colonel's  only  surviving  child,  John 
Ralph  Shaw,  of  Arrowe  Park,  grandfather  of  Mr.  H.  O.  N.  Shaw, 
assumed  that  name  by  sign  manual,  in  accordance  with  the  will 
of  his  maternal  great-uncle,  John  Shaw,  of  Liverpool. 

Mr.  Shaw  still  maintains  the  family  connection  with 
Cheshire,  where  he  has  another  seat  at  Sand  Hey,  Hoylake.  His 
town  residence  is  35,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W. 

The  Junior  Carlton  and  Royal  Automobile  Clubs  number 
Mr.  H.  O.  N.  Shaw  among  their  members,  and  he  is  a  Fellow  of 
the  Zoological  and  other  Scientific  Societies. 


Suttons,  Romford* 

Sir  Drummona  Cunlim  Smitb.  Bt. 


Tf    NEAR    neighbour  of    F.   E.   Loyd,    Esq.,   of    Albyns,   Sir 

J%     Drummond  Cunliffe  Smith  owns  within  Stapleford  Tawney 

parish,  some  five  miles  south  west  from  Ongar,  a  charming 

country  residence,  known  as  Suttons,  pleasingly  situated  within  a 

well- timbered  park,  traversed  by  the  River  Roding. 

Sir  Drummond  Cunliffe  Smith  holds  the  manorial  rights  of 
Stapleford  Tawney,  wherein  he  is  chief  landowner,  and,  in  addition, 
has  considerable  property  in  the  adjoining  parish  of  Stapleford 
Abbots. 

Born  on  February  23rd,  1861,  the  present  and  4th  Baronet 
of  his  line  is  the  elder  son  of  the  late  Sir  Charles  Cunliffe  Smith, 
3rd  Bt.,  D.L.,  J.P.,  (High  Sheriff  for  Essex  in  1852  and  the  donor 
of  the  handsome  mosaic  reredos  within  the  parish  Church),  by  his 
wife,  Agnes  Frederica,  daughter  of  Capel  Cure,  Esq.,  of  Blake 
Hall  in  this  County.  Lady  Cunliffe  Smith  survived  her  husband 
eight  years,  and  died  at  Suttons  in  1913. 


Sir  Drummond  Cunliffe  Smith  was  educated  at  Eton  and 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  and  as  a  Lieutenant  in  the  West 
Essex  Militia  has  rendered  military  service.  He  is  unmarried,  and 
heir  presumptive,  therefore,  is  his  younger  brother,  Reginald 
Cunliffe  Smith,  Esq.,  J. P.,  formerly  of  the  2nd  Life  Guards. 

Sir  Drummond  Cunliffe  Smith  claims  descent  from  an 
ancient  Scottish  family,  an  early  ancestor,  being  Adam  Smith,  a 
burgess  of  Dundee,  to  whom  King  James  V  granted  certain  lands 
in  that  neighbourhood. 

The  Wellington  Club  numbers  the  present  Baronet 
amongst  its  members. 


Debdcn  Ball,  DeiDport,  €$$ex, 

Cl)c  Riabt  Ron.  CDe  Baron  Stratbcona  and  mount  Ropal,  P.C. 
(Canada).  e.C.TO.G.,  G.C.V.O.,  F.R.S. 


FROM  the  beauty  of  its  immediately  surrounding  park  of  two 
hundred  acres  to  the  thickly  wooded,  undulating  district  in 
which  it  is  situate,  Debden   Hall,  Lord  Strathcona's  Essex 
residence,  leaves  little  to  be  desired. 

The  jnansion  dates  from  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century 
when  it  was  erected  from  designs  by  R.  Holland,  and  overlooks  a 
lovely  sheet  of  water. 

Sir  Donald  Alexander  Smith,  Lord  Strathcona  and  Mount 
Royal,  now  in  his  ninety  fourth  year,  has  been  affectionately 
termed  "Canada's  Grand  Old  Man."  The  son  of  the  late 
Alexander  Smith,  he  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1820,  and  entered 
the  service  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  in  his  youthful  days, 
probably  little  dreaming  that  he  was  destined  to  become  its  last 
Resident  Governor  and  Chief  Commissioner  at  Montreal  in  later 
life. 


Gifted  with  marvellous  energy  and  indomitable  per- 
severance, the  young  Scot  laid  the  foundations  of  a  successful 
career,  his  love  for  the  Dominion  at  the  same  time  leading  him  to 
take  an  active  part  in  its  public  life.  Since  1869,  when  he  was 
appointed  Special  Commissioner  during  the  first  Riel  Rebellion, 
his  lordship  has  rendered  continuous  service  to  Canada  in  many 
important  capacities,  and  has  held  the  office  of  High  Commissioner 
for  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  in  London,  from  i8g6. 

As  a  philanthropist,  he  is  equally  noted  for  his  generosity 
in  Canada,  Scotland  and  England,  and  during  the  late  South 
African  War  afforded  substantial  aid  to  the  Mother  Country  by 
raising  Strathcona's  Horse. 

His  lordship  married  a  Canadian  lady.  Isabella  Sophia 
Hardisty,  and  has  one  daughter,  Margaret  Charlotte,  now  the  wife 
of  Robert  Jared  Bliss  Howard,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.  Three  years  after 
Lord  Strathcona  was  raised  to  the  Peerage,  a  special  remainder 
was  granted  in  xgoo  in  favour  of  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Robert  Howard 
and  her  heirs  male. 

Silver  Heights,  Winnipeg;  Norway  House,  Pictou,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  gii,  Dorchester  Street  West,  Montreal,  are  his 
residences  overseas.  In  London,  Lord  Strathcona  resides  at  28, 
Grosvenor  Square,  W.,  and  has  two  Scottish  seats  at  Glencoe  and 
Colonsay. 

His  lordship  is  a  member  of  the  Athenaeum  Club. 


Blunt's  l)allt  UlitDam. 

ZU  Bon.  Cbarl«  Bedlcp  Strutt.  3.Pt,  B.JI. 


ONE   of  Essex'   two   Chairmen   of  the   Quarter  Sessions,   his 
colleague  being  Edward  North  Buxton,  Esq.,  D.L.,  J. P.,  the 
Han.  Charles  Hedley  Strutt,  of  Blunt's  Hall,  Witham,  is  the 
fourth  son  of  the  late  John  James,  2nd  Lord  Rayleigh,  by  his  wife, 
Clara  Elizabeth  Vicars,  and  younger  brother  of  the  present  peer. 

Winchester  and  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  afforded  Mr. 
Strutt  his  education.  Like  Lord  Rayleigh,  he  distinguished 
himself  at  College,  obtaining  a  ist  Class  in  the  Moral  Science 
Tripos  and  the  English  Essay  and  old  Masters'  Prize  in  187 1. 

In  addition  to  the  demands  made  on  his  time  by  Quarter 
Session  work,  Mr.  Strutt  renders  further  service  to  Essex  as  an 
Alderman  of  the  County  Council  and  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  whilst 
following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  grandfather.  Colonel  Joseph 
Holden  Strutt  and  great-grandfather,  John  Strutt,  of  Terling 
Place,  he  was  returned  for  his  County  to  Westminster  in  the 
Conservative  interests  from   1883-85,  and  again  from  1895-1906, 


for  the  Maldon  Division.  Among  other  important  positions  he 
has  held  are  those  of  Chairman  of  the  Rock  Life  Assurance  Co. 
and  of  the  New  London  Borneo  Tobacco  Co.,  and  in  the  course  of 
extensive  travels  has  made  himself  familiar  with  both  North 
Borneo  and  Sumatra. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  his  Essex  home,  Blunt's  Hall, 
Witham,  Mr.  Strutt  finds  opportunity  to  indulge  in  the  favourite 
occupations  of  his  leisure  hours,  golf  and  agricultural  pursuits. 

Mr.  Strutt's  town  residence  is  90,  Onslow  Gardens,  S.W., 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Carlton  Club. 


Batfkld  priorp,  Batfield  peoereL 

Pbilip  CDarks  Cennant,  €sq. 


CHE  picturesque  stone   mansion,  known  as  Hatfield  J'riory,  in 
Hatfield   Peverel  parish,  about  two  miles  from  Witham  in 
Eastern  Essex,  and  now  in  the  occupation  of  P.  C.  Tennant, 
Esq.,  is  charmingly  situated  in   peaceful  seclusion,  within  a  fine 
park  of  about  one  hundred  acres,  with  the  ancient  Church  of  St. 
Andrew  to  guard  the  entrance  gates. 

This  Hatfield  in  the  days  of  the  Saxons  was  owned  by  one 
Aimer  and  thirteen  freemen,  and  ere  the  Domesday  Survey,  had 
passed  together  with  thirty  four  other  Essex  lordships  to  Ranulph 
Peverel : — hence  its  second  appellation,  which  it  acquired  partly 
to  distinguish  it  from  Hatfield  Broad  Oak  in  Western  Essex. 


All  the  material  for  a  fine  novel  lies  ready  to  hand  here. 
Ranulph  appears  to  have  been  a  Norman  soldier  of  note.  He 
accompanied  Duke  William  to  England,  and  the  reason  of  his 
liege  lord's  munificence  lies  in  the  fact  that  he  took  to  wife  the 
fair  but  frail  Ingelrica,  the  daughter  of  a  Saxon  nobleman,  that 
lady  having  already  borne  a  son  to  the  Conqueror. 

In  the  days  of  the  Red  King,  Ingelrica,  in  expiation,  founded 
a  College  for  secular  Canons  here,  and  humbly  dedicated  it  to  St. 
Mary  Magdalene.  Dying  about  iioo,  she  was  laid  to  rest  within 
the  Church. 

By  her  son,  William  Peverel,  Governor  of  Dover,  the  College 
was  converted  into  a  Benedictine  Priory,  as  a  cell  of  St.  Albans. 
He  not  only  greatly  increased  the  endowments,  but  gave  up  his 
own  mansion  to  provide  a  residence  for  the  monks. 

With  the  exception  of  a  fire  which  almost  destroyed  the 
Priory,  in  1231,  and  necessitated  its  being  practically  rebuilt, 
there  is  little  to  record  respecting  this  foundation  until  the 
Dissolution  of  the  Monasteries  in  Henry  VIII. 's  reign,  after  which 
it  was  granted  to  Giles  Leigh,  and  by  his  two  daughters  and 
co-heiresses  carried  into  the  old  Alleyn  family.  With  their 
descendants  it  remained  until  1768,  when  the  Priory  was  sold 
under  an  Order  in  Chancery,  and  acquired  by  Peter  Wright. 

It  was  the  new  owner  who  forthwith  demolished  the  ancient 
building,  which  is  said  to  have  adjoined  the  Church,  and  built  the 
present  mansion,  at  some  little  distance,  according  to  some 
authorities,  from  the  ancient  site. 

The  Church,  however,  although  much  restored,  remains  to 
represent  the  original  foundation,  and  in  addition  to  memorials  of 
the  Bragge  and  Alleyn  families,  contains  an  ancient  statue  of  its 
foundress,  Ingelrica, 


Among  its  most  famous  vicars  was  that  learned  Professor  of 
Arabic  and  Master  of  Catherine  Hall,  Cambridge,  Edmund  Castell, 
Chaplain  to  Charles  II.  and  Canon  of  Canterbury.  His  knowledge 
of  Eastern  tongues  made  him  a  valuable  assistant  in  the 
preparation  of  the  Polyglot  Bible,  but  he  is  best  known  as  the 
author  of  the  Lexicon  Heptaglotton,  or  Lexicon  in  Seven  Languages, 
which  was  intended  for  its  better  understanding.  On  this  he 
expended  the  labours  of  a  lifetime  and  the  substantial  sum  of 
;£'i2,ooo,  only  to  find,  when  at  last  it  left  the  printers'  hands,  that 
the  copies  remained  unsold.  Ruined  in  health  as  well  as 
impoverished  in  fortune,  and  weighed  down  by  dis.nppointment, 
he  died  in  1685,  leaving  his  valuable  oriental  manuscripts  to  the 
University  of  Cambridge,  on  the  quaint  condition  that  the 
authorities  should  write  his  name  in  every  copy  in  the  collection. 


Ulpnters* 

Colonel  Sir  eodfrep  Vlgnoles  Cbomas,  Bt.*  C.B.«  D.S.O.,  D.£. 


nINTH  of  his  line  to  hold  the  Wenvoe  Baronetcy,  Sir  Godfrey 
Thomas  claims  descent  from  levan  ap  Harpwaye,  of 
Tresimont,  in  Herefordshire,  who,  following  his  marriage 
with  Catherine,  only  daughter  and  heiress  of  Thomas  ap  Thomas, 
of  Wenvoe  Castle,  subsequently  assumed  his  wife's  surname.  The 
Baronetcy  dates  from  1694,  when  it  was  conferred  on  levan's 
descendant  in  the  4th  degree.  Sir  John  Thomas,  of  Wenvoe  Castle, 
whose  nephew.  Sir  Edmond  Thomas,  3rd  Bt.,  sometime  M.P.  for 
Wiltshire,  disposed  of  the  Wenvoe  Castle  property  in  1765  to 
Peter  Birt. 

The  eldest  son  of  the  late  Sir  Godfrey  John  Thomas,  8th  Bt , 
and  his  wife,  Emily,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  William  Chambers, 
Esq.,  of  Hafod,  Cardiganshire,  and  Bicknor,  Kent,  the  subject  of 
the  present  sketch  was  born  at  Hafod  on  March  27th,  1856, 
succeeded  to  the  title  in  his  sixth  year,  and,  having  received  his 
early  education  at  Brighton  College,  entered  the  Royal  Military 
Academy  at  Woolwich. 


Opportunity  for  active  service  came  early,  with  the  Afghan 
War  of  1878-80.  In  addition  to  the  medal  gained  in  his  first  War, 
the  Khedive's  star  and  medal  with  clasps  betoken  Sir  Godfrey's 
share  in  the  Egyptian  Campaign  of  1882,  whilst  the  Order  of  the 
4th  Class  Medjidieh  as  well  as  a  medal  with  clasps,  recall  the 
Soudanese  Expedition  of  1884. 

The  fact  that,  in  addition  to  a  medal  with  seven  clasps,  as 
well  as  mention  in  despatches,  he  gained  the  Distinguished  Service 
Order,  is  an  eloquent  comment  on  his  valuable  work  for  England 
throughout  the  late  South  African  War,  and  on  June  24th,  1904, 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Companionship  of  the  Most  Honourable 
Order  of  the  Bath. 

Sir  Godfrey  Thomas,  who  ranks  as  a  retired  Colonel  of  the 
Royal  Horse  Artillery,  commanded  the  Royal  Artillery  3rd 
Division,  Southern  Command,  from  igog-ii,  with  the  temporary 
rank  of  Brigadier  General,  while  from  1906-07  he  acted  as  Staff 
Officer  for  the  Royal  Artillery,  Southern  Command. 

By  his  marriage  on  April  30th,  1887,  with  Mary  Frances 
Isabelle,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Charles  Oppenheim,  Esq.,  of 
40  Great  Cumberland  Place,  W.,  he  has  a  son,  Godfrey  John 
Vignoles,  born  on  April  14th,  1889,  educated  at  Harrow,  and  who 
is  now  attache  at  the  British  Embassy  in  Berlin. 

Wynters,  near  Hailow,  in  Western  Essex,  (for  which  County 
he  is  a  Deputy  Lieutenant),  is  Sir  Godfrey's  present  residence. 
The  surroundings  have  a  picturesque  beauty  well  known  to  all 
familiar  with  the  neighbourhood,  and  are  in  themselves  a  direct 
contradiction  to  the  abuse  so  often  heaped  upon  it.  The  vicinity 
also  affords  Sir  Godfrey  opportunity  to  indulge  his  favourite  form 
of  relaxation,  hunting. 

The  Junior  United  Service  Club  numbers  Sir  Godfrey 
Thomas  amongst  its  members. 


Spencer  Grange.  Great  yeldhant. 

CDe  Rev.  Sir  Peik  Cbompson,  Bt.,  m.H. 


w 


HEARE  Vertue  lys,  love  never  dys,  so  runs  the  motto  of  the 
Thompson  Baronets,  of  Park  Gate,  Guiseley,  Yorkshire. 


The  great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch, 
the  Rev.  John  Thompson,  M.A.,  Vicar  of  Knottingley,  in  York- 
shire, married  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Peile,  of  Cockermouth,  in 
Cumberland  and  Bradford,  Yorkshire,  two  sons  being  the  issue  of 
this  union  : — the  elder,  Matthew,  of  Manningham  Lodge,  Bradford, 
and  the  younger,  Benjamin,  of  Park  Gate,  Guiseley.  Both 
branches  of  the  family  were  united  subsequently  by  the  marriage 
of  Sir  Matthew  William,  Matthew's  elder  son,  created  a  Baronet 
on  April  i8th,  1890,  with  Mary  Ann,  only  surviving  child  of 
Benjamin  Thompson,  on  May  loth,  1843. 

A  graduate  of  Cambridge  and  a  barrister  at  law,  Sir 
Matthew,  to  give  him  his  later  title,  gave  Bradford  the  benefit  of 
his  legal  experience  throughout  the  dual  tenure  of  his  Mayoralty, 
from  1862-3,  and  again  ten  years  later,  from  1872-3,  and  for  one 
year,  from  1867-8,  was  returned  to  Westminster  as  Parliamentary 
representative  of  that  Borough. 


Dying  on  December  ist,  1891,  in  his  72nd  year,  Sir  Matthew 
was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son,  the  Rev.  Sir  Peile  Thompson,  2nd 
and  present  Baronet. 

Born  on  July  19th,  1844,  Sir  Peile  was  educated  at  Rugby 
and  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  where  he  graduated,  and  having 
studied  for  the  legal  profession,  like  his  father,  was  called  to  the 
Bar  at  the  Inner  Temple. 

By  his  marriage  on  May  17th,  1871,  with  Jessie  Clare, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Beaumont,  Esq.,  of  Huddersfield,  Sir  Peile  has 
three  sons  and  one  daughter,  his  heir,  Matthew  William,  having 
been  born  on  June  28th,  1872. 

Six  years  after  his  marriage,  the  present  Baronet  entered 
Holy  Orders,  and  from  1877-81,  was  appointed  to  the  Curacy  of 
Monken  Hadley,  from  which  he  was  transferred  to  that  of  Christ 
Church,  Marylebone  until  1885. 

Spencer  Grange,  Sir  Peile  Thompson's  Essex  residence,  is  a 
stately  mansion,  charmingly  situated  within  some  seventy  five 
acres  of  well  timbered  grounds,  in  Great  Yeldham  parish,  about 
seven  miles  north  west  from  Halstead. 


Ktngsttioor  liouse,  Great  parndon. 

3osepI)  Coabunter,  esq.,  3. P. 


'i>»EW  have  so  keen  and  conscientious  a  sense  of  their  civic 
|r  obligations  as  Joseph  Todhunter,  Esq.,  of  Kingsnioor  House, 
"       Great  Parndon,   to   whom  Essex   is  indebted  for  his  many 

years'  able   Chairmanship  of  the  Harlow   Bench    of   Magistrates, 

whilst  he  also  discharged  the  like  duties  for  the  Epping  Bench  for 

a  considerable  period. 

Born  at  Walthamstow  in  1830,  Mr.  Todhunter  is  the  son  of 
the  late  Benjamin  Todhunter,  Esq.,  of  that  town,  and  received  his 
early  education  from  Bruce  Castle  School,  Tottenham.  He  is  one 
of  the  chief  landowners  in  Great  Parndon  parish,  and  its  Church, 
the  name  of  which  is  not  known,  is  the  richer  by  a  fine  South  East 
Window,  presented  by  the  owner  of  Kingsmoor  in  memory  of  Her 
Majesty,  the  late  Queen  Victoria. 

Mr.  Todhunter  has  been  thrice  married,  the  present  Mrs. 
Todhunter  being  Edith,  widow  of  Stanley  Thompson,  Esq.,  of 
Madras,  and  daughter  of  Colonel  Pemberton  Pigott,  formerly  of 
the  44th  (Essex)  Regiment. 


Mr.  Todhunter's  heir  is  his  nephew,  Benjamin  Edward 
Todhunter,  Esq.,  the  son  of  Charles  F.  Todhunter,  Esq.,  of  Canter- 
bury, New  Zealand.  Mr.  Ben  Todhunter,  who  married,  in  1899, 
Ethel  C,  another  daughter  of  Colonel  Pemberton  Pigott,  resides 
at  The  Wayre,  Harlow,  and  has  been  on  the  Commission  of  the 
Peace  for  Essex  since  igo6. 

Joseph  Todhunter,  Esq.,  is  a  member  of  St.  Stephen's  and 
the  Constitutional  Clubs. 


m. 
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Christoplier  J.  H.  Tower,  Esq.,  M.A.,  D.L.,  J. P. 


Christopher  C.  Tower,  Esq.,  M.A.,  F.R.G.S. 


Uleald  f>M,  BrentiDOoa. 

Cbrlstopber  Cecil  Cower,  esq.,  l».H.,  F.R.6.S. 


^S  one  of  the  chief  landowners  in  Essex,  the  Tower  family 
have  been  widely  known  and  respected  for  more  than  the 
last  hundred  and  sixty  years. 

Originally,  they  were  settled  at  Tatham,  in  Lancaster,  their 
latest  representative  resident  in  that  County  being  Thomas  Tower, 
of  Wyersdale,  who  was  buried  at  Tatham  on  July  13th,  1659.  By 
his  wife,  Mary,  daughter  of  Francis  Proctor,  a  member  of  another 
of  Tatham's  old  families,  he  had,  with  three  daughters,  a  son, 
Christopher  Tower,  born  in  1657,  sometime  Deputy  Collector  of 
Customs  for  the  Port  of  London,  who  was  the  first  of  his  line  to 
acquire  the  Buckinghamshire  property,  Huntsmoor  Park.  This, 
in  due  course,  descended  to  his  eldest  son,  Christopher  Tower,  who 
served  Buckinghamshire  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace,  and 
maintained  the  family  connection  with  Lancaster,  by  representing 
that  borough  in  Parliament  from  1727-34,  after  which  he  sat  for 
Aylesbury  until  1741,  and  was  then  returned  for  Bossiney  until  the 
following  year.  Mr.  Christopher  Tower,  who  held  the  appoint- 
ment of  Joint  Auditor  of  His  Majesty's  Revenue,  was  twice 
married,  and  by  his  second  wife,  Jane,  daughter  and  co-heir  of 
George  Tash,  of  Delaforde  Park,  left  a  son  and  heir,  also 
Christopher,  who  succeeded  him  at  Huntsmoor  Park  in  1771. 


Meantime,  the  second  son  of  th£  first  mentioned  Christopher 
Tower,  Thomas,  also  a  Joint  Auditor  of  His  Majesty's  Revenue, 
like  his  elder  brother,  and  a  Trustee  for  the  Colony  of  Georgia, 
had  acquired  Weald  Hall,  in  Essex,  in  1750,  and  nine  years  later 
discharged  the  duties  of  High  Sheriff  for  the  County,  to  which,  as 
a  Bencher  of  the  Inner  Temple,  he  rendered  further  valuable 
service  as  Magistrate. 

Parliamentary  life  had  as  great  an  interest  for  him  as  for 
his  elder  brother,  Christopher,  and  it  is  noteworthy  that  their 
periods  of  office  were  almost  identical ;  for  Thomas  Tower  was 
returned  for  Wareham  from  1727-34,  and  thence  on  until  1741  sat 
for  Wallingford. 

Dying,  unmarried,  in  1778,  Weald  Hall  then  passed  to  his 
nephew,  Christopher  Tower  the  Third,  who  had  already  succeeded 
to  the  Huntsmoor  Park  property  in  1771. 

This  member  of  the  family,  who  served  Essex  as  a  Magistrate 
and  was  pricked  for  the  Shrievalty  of  Bedfordshire,  married  in 
1772,  Elizabeth,  only  daughter  of  George  Baker,  Esq.,  of  Elemore 
Hall,  in  Durham,  and  by  her  had  seven  sons  and  three  daughters. 
The  eldest  son,  Christopher  Thomas,  (the  great-grandfather  of  Mr. 
C.  C.  Tower),  succeeded  his  father  in  1810,  and  from  1832-37  was 
returned  for  Harwich,  whilst  as  High  Sheriff  for  Essex  in  1840, 
and  with  a  Magisterial  record  of  over  sixty  years  to  iiis  credit,  he 
may  be  said  to  have  full  discharged  his  civic  obligations. 

A  good  friend  to  Agriculture,  Mr.  C.  T.  Tower,  in  the 
evening  of  his  life,  afforded  practical  proof  of  his  patriotism  and 
interest  in  the  Brentwood  corps,  by  enrolling  himself  as  a  private 
therein,  and  was  the  original  of  "  the  gallant  Squire  of  Weald," 
whose  snow-white  hair  gained  the  special  recognition  of  Royalty 
at  the  first  Volunteer  Review  in  Hyde  Park.  His  death  at  the 
venerable  age  of  ninety-two  in  1867  was  deeply  mourned 
throughout  the  County. 


A  third  son,  the  younger  brother  of  Mr.  C.  T.  Tower,  was  the 
noted  Admiral  John  Tower,  of  the  Royal  Navy,  on  whom,  when 
Captain  of  H.  M.  frigate  CURACOA,  stationed  at  Naples  in  1814, 
devolved  the  responsibilty  of  conveying  Napoleon  to  Elba.  His 
portrait  along  with  one  of  his  father,  at  Weald  Hall,  are  fine 
specimens  of  the  work  of  Sir  William  Beechey,  while  among  much 
else  that  is  interesting  in  the  beautiful  old  Dining  Room,  is  an  oil 
painting  of  the  Emperor  by  David,  reputed  to  be  the  result  of  the 
only  sitting  vouchsafed  the  painter,  and  this  work  of  art  was 
presented  to  the  gallant  sailor  by  Napoleon's  sister,  Caroline, 
Queen  of  Naples. 

The  third  and  youngest  daughter  of  Christopher  Tower  the 
Third,  Amelia,  by  her  marriage  in  1814,  with  the  Rev.  George 
Thomas  Pretyman,  Chancellor  of  Lincoln,  and  son  of  the  Right 
Rev.  George  Pretyman  Tomline,  Bishop  of  Winchester,  united  her 
own  with  the  ancient  family  of  the  present  Conservative  Member 
for  Chelmsford,  E.  G.  Pretyman,  Esq.,  appointed  Civil  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  from  1900-03,  and  subsequently  Secretary  to  that 
important  arm  of  the  Service  until  1906.  As  the  founder  of  a  land 
union  for  the  purpose  of  organising  public  protest  against  the 
oppressive  socialistic  land  policy  of  the  Liberals,  he  has  earned  the 
gratitude  of  his  Party. 

After  the  death  of  Christopher  Thomas  Tower,  in  1867,  the 
property  passed  to  his  eldest  son,  also  Christopher,  who  had  a  wide 
magisterial  connection  extending  over  the  Counties  of  Buckingham- 
shire, Bedfordshire,  Middlesex  and  Essex.  Formerly  a  Captain  of 
the  7th  Hussars,  he  was  further  connected  with  the  last  mentioned 
County  as  Lieut.  Colonel  of  the  West  Essex  Militia,  whilst  as 
High  Sheriff  in  1871  and  as  the  member  for  High  Wycombe  for 
the  years  1845-7,  he  made  the  interests  of  Buckinghamshire  still 
more  his  own. 

He  married  on  February  loth,  1836,  the  Lady  Sophia 
Frances  Cast,  only   daughter  of  John,  1st  Earl  Brownlow,  by  his 


first  wife,  Amelia  Sophia,  daughter  and  subsequently  sole  heir  of 
Sir  Abraham  Hume,  Bt.,  Lady  Brownlow's  maternal  grandfather 
being  John  Egerton,  Bishop  of  Durham,  and  her  great-grandfather, 
Henry,  Duke  of  Kent. 

The  eldest  son  of  this  union,  Christopher  John  Hume 
Tower,  Esq.,  the  father  of  Mr.  C.  C.  Tower,  is  one  of  the  best 
known  figures  in  the  Brentwood  district.  Born  on  January  20th, 
1841,  and  educated  at  Harrow  and  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  where 
he  graduated,  Mr.  Tower  filled  the  Shrievalty  for  Essex  in  1876, 
and  renders  additional  service  to  the  County  as  a  Deputy 
Lieutenant  and  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Of  the  kindly  relations  prevailing  between  him  and  South 
Weald,  much  might  be  written.  To  Mr.  Tower's  generosity,  the 
parish  Church  of  St.  Peter,  wherein  are  many  memorials  of  his 
family,  owes  the  restoration  of  its  chapel  in  1867,  under  the 
direction  of  the  late  Sir  Gilbert  Scott,  R.A.,  and  the  site  of  the 
chapel  of  ease  of  St.  Paul's,  at  Bentley,  was  also  a  gift  from  the 
same  beneficent  source. 

His  second  marriage,  on  February  ist,  1883,  with  Cecilia, 
widow  of  Osgood  Hanbury,  Esq.,  and  only  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Robert  Beauchamp  Tower,  has  given  him  two  sons,  Christopher 
Cecil,  born  on  Christmas  Eve,  1884,  and  Hugh  Christopher,  a  year 
and  a  half  his  brother's  junior. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Tower,  who  received  his  education  from  Eton  and 
Christ  Church,  Oxford,  graduating  B.A.  in  igo8  and  M.A.  four 
years  later,  was  a  well-known  figure  in  University  life.  President 
of  the  Bullingdon  Club  and  Master  of  the  Christ  Church  Beagles, 
he  was  the  winner  of  the  Christ  Church  and  Oxford  University 
Steeplechases  in  1907,  and  by  the  men  of  his  College  will  be 
remembered  along  with  Mr.  David  Finlay,  as  a  joint  heio  of  that 
sporting  midnight  walk  from  Oxford  to  Reading  against  time, 
and  in  evening  clothes.      In  1908,  Mr.  Tower  won  the  Essex  Point 


Queen  Mary's  Chapel,  Weald  Hall. 


Weald  Hall. 


to  Point  Steeplechases,  with  his  horse,  "  Charles  Lever,"  and  the 
following  year  entered  with  zest  into  the  first  of  his  two  big  game 
shooting  expeditions,  a  trip  up  the  White  Nile,  in  company  with 
Lord  Winterton. 

Three  years  later,  he  went  to  India,  and  with  Colonel 
Biddulph,  of  the  Rifle  Brigade,  crossed  the  Himalayas,  proceeded 
through  the  Hunza  country,  over  the  Chinese  Pamirs  and  across 
the  Plains  of  Chinese  Turkestan,  made  the  acquaintance  of  the 
Thian  Shan  Mountains,  and  so  across  Central  Asia  to  Tashkent, 
and  home,  via  Moscow,  encountering  on  the  way  enough 
adventures  to  fill  a  book. 

Unique  photographs,  taken  under  trying  conditions,  have 
been  mounted  on  lantern  slides,  and  Mr.  Tower  from  time  to  time 
has  proved  an  entertaining  and  well-informed  lecturer  on  Sport  in 
the  heart  of  two  Continents,  and  the  many  curious  and 
occasionally  weird  customs  of  the  tribes  with  whom  he  has 
come  in  contact. 

Needless  to  say,  among  the  treasures  of  Weald  Hall,  many 
trophies  of  his  marksmanship  find  place,  including  specimens  of 
Asiatic  Wapiti,  Ibex  from  Central  Asia,  Ovis  Ammon  Littledali, 
(wild  sheep),  Siberian  Roe  Deer,  Soudanese  Buffaloes,  Roan 
Antelopes,  Waterbuck  and  White-eared  Cob. 

His  recent  marriage  on  April  15th,  1913,  with  Cynthia, 
daughter  of  that  gallant  soldier  and  hero  of  the  Soudanese  and 
late  South  African  Wars,  sometime  Military  Attache  at  Constanti- 
nople and  Athens,  and  the  present  Parliamentary  Candidate  for 
Gateshead,  Colonel  Herbert  Conyers  Surtees,  formerly  of  the 
Coldstream  Guards,  C.B.,  D.S  O.,  M.V.O.,  of  Mainsforth  Hall,  co. 
Durham,  has  connected  his  own  with  a  family  as  well  known  in 
northern  sporting  circles  as  his  own  in  Essex.  Their  name  is  said 
to  be  derived  from  one  of  their  residences  Sur  le  Tees,  among  their 
most  distinguished  members  being  Robert  Surtees,  the  author  of 
the  standard  County  History  of  Durham. 


To  his  elder  son  and  heir,  Mr.  C.  J.  H.  Tower  presented  the 
Weald  Hall  estate  on  his  wedding  day,  and  the  beautiful  old 
Weald  Hall.  Among  many  other  notable  gifts,  the  Essex  Hunt 
made  Mr.  Tower  the  recipient  of  a  fine  hunter,  appropriately 
named  "  Wedding  Bells." 

As  keenly  interested  in  Agriculture  as  in  Sport,  Mr.  Tower 
is  on  the  Council  of  tlie  Essex  Agricultural  Society,  and  has 
succeeded  his  father  as  President  of  the  Brentwood  Constitutional 
Club,  Lord  of  three  Manors,  including  that  of  South  Weald,  and 
patron  of  the  living  of  Brentwood,  and  of  the  South  Weald 
almshouses.  He  is  also  a  Governor  of  the  Brentwood  Grammar 
School,  founded  by  Sir  Anthony  Brown,  a  former  owner  of  Weald 
Hall,  where  he  died  in  1567. 

The  relations  between  the  Tower  family  and  their  tenantry 
in  Buckinghamshire  as  well  as  in  Essex  have  been  exceptionally 
happy.  As  Squires  of  their  Parishes,  and  conscientious  land- 
owners, their  sway  has  been  of  a  patriarchal  character.  They 
have  interested  themselves  in,  and  identified  themselves  with  the 
welfare  of  their  people,  and  have  won  the  faithful  loving  service 
that  only  springs  from  a  mutual  sympathy  and  understanding,  a 
state  of  things  all  the  more  satisfactory  in  these  days  of  bitter 
invective  and  politically  fostered  class-hatred.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
at  no  distant  date  that  Mr.  C.  C.  Tower  may  see  his  way  to 
maintain  the  parliamentary  connection  of  his  race.  His  advent 
will  be  welcomed  by  his  Party.  The  Cause  has  need  of  men  such 
as  he. 

Weald  Hall  was  originally  a  Monastery,  but  now  a  beautiful 
red  brick  Tudor  mansion  with  characteristic  tall  chimney  shafts 
and  octagonal  turrets,  the  Southern  Front  being  occupied  by  a 
huge  quadrangle.  By  Henry  VIII.,  it  was  selected  as  a  residence 
for  his  daughter.  Princess,  afterwards  Queen  Mary,  who  spent 
some  considerable  time  in  peaceful  enjoyment  here,  in    marked 


contrast  to  the  strife  and  stress  of  her  brief  but  troubled  reign. 
The  Roman  Catholic  Chapel  which  she  erected  on  the  estate  still 
exists,  but  has  been  transformed  into  the  residence  of  the  head 
gardener,  and  the  fine  old  Tudor  doorway  and  mullioned  windows 
remain  in  witness  of  the  beauty  of  its  design. 

About  1745  its  then  owner  enclosed  the  Southern  Quadrangle 
with  six  Ionic  columns,  and,  by  throwing  a  good  roof  over  it, 
converted  it  into  a  magnificent  Hall.  In  addition,  this  later  part 
of  the  house  contains  the  fine  Dining  Room,  whereof  the 
exquisite  ceiling  is  a  masterpiece  of  Adam's  work,  a  splendid 
Saloon,  whose  plaster  ceiling  is  a  beautiful  example  of  Italian 
workmanship,  and  above,  spacious  bedrooms. 

Throughout,  the  house  is  filled  with  costly  treasures,  china, 
tapestry,  pictures  and  furniture,  the  collection  of  the  first 
mentioned  being  especially  remarkable,  alike  for  its  extent  and 
.its  rare  beauty.  To  furnish  even  a  comprehensive  resume  of  the 
contents  of  Weald  Hall  would  far  exceed  the  space  allotted  to  the 
present  article,  while  in  no  way  doing  justice  to  their  tasteful 
arrangement. 

The  Hall,  for  instance,  has  its  east  and  west  sides  occupied 
by  huge  pictures,  one  being  a  fine  oil  of  the  mansion  (by  old 
Greffier)  as  it  appeared  in  Tudor  days,  and  the  other  depicting  the 
landing  from  The  "  Royal  Charles  "  of  Lord  Sandwich  at  Tangiers 
to  receive  the  dowry  of  Charles  II. 's  bride,  Catherine  of  Braganza, 
on  May  22nd,  1662.  In  this  fine  setting,  along  with  a  bust  of  the 
French  Emperor,  Napoleon  Buonaparte,  by  Canova,  a  very 
valuable  flower  bowl  of  fine  Oriental  work  and  delicate  colouring, 
attracts  attention,  the  beauty  of  the  apartment  being  further 
enhanced  by  old  powder  blue  vases  and  quaint  lacquered  Chinese 
cabinets. 

In  the  Dining  Room,  much  of  the  china  is  embossed  and 
stamped  with  the  family  coat  of  arms,  and  the  pictures  include  a 


magnificent  Van  de  Velde,  examples  of  Landseer's  work,  as  well  as 
others  by  Ruysdale  and  B.  V.  Heist,  in  addition  to  a  portrait  of 
Lady  Brownlow,  the  maternal  great-grandmother  of  Mr.  C.  C. 
Tower,  by  Pellegrini. 

The  beautiful  old  tapestry,  a  feature  of  the  house,  merits  a 
separate  description,  some  of  it,  in  the  North  Drawing  Room, 
bearing  the  Mortlake  mark,  and  probably  dating  from  1650.  The 
"  blanc  de  chine"  figures  of  unusual  size  in  the  Drawing  Room, 
also  much  Sevres  china  and  sheraton  furniture,  would  rejoice  the 
heart  of  the  connoisseur,  once  his  attention  had  been  diverted  from 
a  beautifully  carved  Cabinet,  of  earliest  English  lacquer  work,  of 
the  time  of  Charles  II. 

There  are  book  cases  of  marble  and  oak,  and  some  richly 
illumined  missals. 

The  upper  portion  of  the  house  is  reached  by  five  staircases, 
including  one  of  oak,  and  one  of  stone,  and  abounds  in  interest. 
There  is  the  State  Room,  so  called  on  account  of  its  having  been 
once  occupied  by  Princess  Mary  and  Queen  Elizabeth,  adorned 
with  water  colours  by  P.  de  Wint  and  other  noted  artists,  together 
with  some  of  Lady  Sophia  Tower's  work.  The  Church  Room 
derives  its  name  from  having  afforded  sleeping  accommodation  to 
many  high  ecclesiastics,  a  feature  of  the  apartment  being  the 
ceiling  adorned  by  a  large  oval  painting,  representing  The 
Judgment  of  Paris,  by  Angelica  Kauffman,  which  by  the  way 
was  discovered  in  South  Weald  Village  in  1876,  and  placed  in  its 
present  position. 

As  may  be  surmised,  the  China  Gallery  is  the  home  of 
another  priceless  collection.  Abundant  proof  of  the  ability  of 
another  member  of  the  family,  Captain  Tower,  R.N.,  is  afforded 
by  a  series  of  water  colours,  executed  about  1850,  covering  the 
whole  length  of  its  walls,  and  representing  a  complete  panorama 
of  Gibraltar  and  the  African  coast.      So  painstakingly  correct  in 


every  detail  is  the  work  that  on  more  than  one  occasion,  the 
authorities  of  the  day  have  had  recourse  to  these  sketches  for  the 
purpose  of  comparing  and  correcting  official  charts. 

The  ceilings  of  many  of  the  apartments  are  unusually  fine. 
In  Mrs.  Tower's  boudoir  in  addition  to  a  Tudor  fireplace,  the  arms 
of  Queen  Mary,  showing  the  fleur  de  lys  crossed  on  a  panel 
indicate  its  historic  association. 

Interesting,  too,  are  the  number  of  Tudor  characteristics  of 
the  house,  including  several  stone  Tudor  fireplaces  and  beautiful 
oak  panelling  all  of  which  have  been  restored  by  Mr.  C.  C.  Tower's 
father.  A  well  preserved  fresco  also,  bearing  the  arms  of  William 
Brown,  and  his  wife,  former  owners  of  the  estate,  was  rescued  at 
the  last  moment  from  the  hands  of  too  industrious  workmen,  who 
were  scraping  the  walls. 

Here,  J.  J.  Shannon's  (R.A.)  fine  portrait  of  Mr.  Tower's  mother, 
a  Grosvenor  Gallery  picture  of  i88g,  challenges  attention.  Close  bj- 
is  another  of  Mr.  Tower's  father,  by  F.  Holl,  R.A.,  and  others  by 
Mr.  Shannon  of  Mr.  C.  C.  Tower  and  his  brother,  taken  at  an  early 
age,  a  fine  example  of  the  celebrated  horse  painter,  G.  Stubbs, 
R.A.,  Landseer's  engravings,  water  colours  by  Richardson,  Copley 
Fielding,  De  VVint,  Prout,  Archibald  Thorburn  and  other  past 
masters  of  their  Art,  invite  a  pause.  In  the  tapestry  bedroom,  are 
some  fine  panels  said  to  be  Italian  of  considerable  age,  also  settee 
and  chairs  en  suite  worked  in  petit  point  of  the  time  of  William 
and  Mary. 

Yonder  is  an  old  Chinese  Red  Lacquer  Cabinet  of  great 
value  and  exquisite  workmanship,  whilst  a  pair  of  blue  and  white 
enamel  fire  dogs  of  Charles  II.  period,  are  well  nigh  unique. 

Weald  Hall,  encompassed  with  pleasure  grounds,  gardens, 
plantations  and  undulating,  well-wooded  park  land,  commands 
wide  views  over  tracts  of  richly  cultivated  country. 


Another  feature  of  the  grounds,  a  picturesque  wild  garden, 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  its  kind  in  the  County,  owes  its  being 
very  largely  to  Mrs.  Tower,  Senior,  who,  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage,  found  it  a  somewhat  neglected  plantation,  and  by  dint 
of  years  of  careful  cultivation,  has  invested  it  with  its  present 
loveliness. 

It  was  this  lady,  too,  who  brought  home  a  Venetian,  stone 
well  head  of  great  beauty  and  age,  and  caused  it  to  be  set  up  in 
the  garden.  Here,  too,  is  a  Belvedere  Tower,  which  forms  a  well 
known  landmark  in  the  djstrict,  its  approach  from  the  grounds 
being  through  a  picturesque  walk  bordered  with  azaleas  and 
rhododendrons. 

For  many  generations,  the  deer  have  been  a  feature  of  the 
park,  the  memory  of  one  of  its  finest  denizens  being  perpetuated 
within  Weald  Hall  by  a  fine  head,  having  no  less  than  twenty-two 
points.  At  the  present  time  some  70  head  of  Red,  along  with  140 
Fallow  and  60  Japanese  deer  add  to  the  beauty  of  a  well  wooded 
demesne,  of  some  three  hundred  acres,  particularly  rich  in  old  oaks 
and  hornbeams. 

In  the  grounds,  an  old  fish  pond  recalls  the  days  when 
South  Weald,  anciently  named  Walda,  was  in  the  possession  of  the 
Abbey  of  Waltham,  to  which  body  it  had  been  given  by  Harold  in 
1062. 

The  Manor  of  South  Weald,  after  the  Dissolution  of  the 
Monasteries,  was  granted  in  1540  to  Sir  Brian  Tuke,  Treasurer  of 
the  Royal  Household  of  Henry  VIII.  Later,  the  Hall  was  the  seat 
of  Sir  Anthony  Brown,  before  mentioned,  and  subsequently  passed 
through  several  hands  ere  it  was  acquired  by  Thomas  Tower,  Esq., 
in  1750. 

His  descendant,  Mr.  C.  C.  Tower,  has  rendered  military 
service,  and  ranks  as  a  ist  Lieutenant  in  the  Essex  Yeomanry. 
The  Carlton  and  Marylebone  Cricket  Clubs  number  this  gentleman 
among  their  members. 


Colonel  Tufnell,  D.L.,  J. P. 


Langleys  from  the  Gardens. 


Cangkps,  Chelmsrora. 

colonel  aiiinatn  neoill  CurnclU  D.£..  3.P. 


COLONEL  NEVILL  TUFNELL,  D.L.,  J.P.,  son  of  John  Jolliffe 
Tufnell  and  Caroline,  daughter  of  Christopher  Tower  of 
Weald  Hall,  Brentwood,  was  born  on  April  nth,  1838,  and 
can  look  back  on  a  wider  and  more  varied  experience  than  falls  to 
the  lot  of  most  men.  Entering  the  service  as  a  Naval  Cadet  in 
1851,  the  struggle  in  the  Crimea  afforded  him  a  practical  insight 
into  the  realities  of  War;  he  served  in  the  Britannia  Flag  Ship  to 
Admiral  Dundas  and  in  June  1853  proceeded  to  Besihia  Bay  where 
the  English  and  French  Fleets  were  ordered  to  assemble  before 
proceeding  to  Sinope.  He  was  present  at  the  loss  of  the  Tiger 
and  at  the  battles  of  Alma  and  Inkerman  and  saw  grim  work 
with  the  Naval  Brigade  in  the  trenches  and  at  the  Bombardment 
of  Sebastopol.  On  the  declaration  of  Peace,  he  was  for  two  years 
engaged  in  suppressing  the  Slave  Trade  on  the  East  Coast  of 
Africa  and  afterwards  joined  \L  M.  S.  Euryalus,  as  Lieutenant, 
fitting  out  to  take  Prince  Alfred  (afterwards  Duke  of  Edinburgh) 
round  the  Mediterranean.  In  1863  he  resigned  his  Commission 
and  became  a  partner  in  the  old  established  Bank  of  Messrs. 
Sparrow  Tufnell  &  Co.,  in  Essex. 


In  i86g  he  joined  the  Essex  Rifle  Volunteers  and  was  an 
enthusiastic  officer  for  training  his  men  in  Camp  with  the  regular 
forces.  He  was  appointed  to  his  Command  in  1871,  which  position 
he  held  for  eighteen  years.  On  retirement  he  was  presented 
with  a  splendid  silver  bowl  and  salver  by  the  officers  and  men  of 
his  Regiment. 

Colonel  Tufnell  is  a  keen  Farmer  and  for  many  years  had 
a  famous  herd  of  Aberdeen  Angus  Cattle,  with  which  he  has  been 
very  successful  in  the  show-ring.  He  is  a  Magistrate  and  Deputy 
Lieutenant  for  the  County.  In  Politics  he  is  a  Conservative  and 
whilst  residing  at  Monken  Hadley,  near  Braintree,  took  a  very 
active  part  in  all  Elections  and  the  political  life  of  the  Maldon 
Division.  On  the  death  of  his  father  at  the  advanced  age  of  8g, 
in  1894,  he  moved  to  Langleys,  and  has  for  some  years  been 
President  of  the  Mid  Essex  or  Chelmsford  Division. 

In  1 861  he  married  Eleanor  Frances,  daughter  of  General 
Charles  Gostling,  Royal  Artillery,  and  has  with  other  issue,  a  son 
Nevill  Arthur  Charles  De  Hirzel,  like  his  father  a  Magistrate  and 
Deputy  Lieutenant  for  the  County  and  formerly  Captain  in  the 
Essex  Regiment. 

Langleys,  known  as  Mareshales  in  the  time  of  Edward  III., 
was  purchased  in  1709  by  Samuel  Tufnell  ,an  eminent  and  wealthy 
merchant  of  London  and  grandson  of  Richard  Tuffnaill  or  Tufnell, 
M.P.,  for  Southwark  in  1640,  whose  descendants  have  since  enjoyed 
the  property.  He  was  one  of  the  plenipotentiaries  to  assist  at  the 
Congress  held  at  Antwerp,  where  he  resided  till  1740, he  also  stood 
for  the  boroughs  of  Colchester,  Maldon,  and  Great  Marlow. 

Little  is  known  of  the  old  Mansion  House  of  Langleys,  only 
the  north  wing  of  which  remains  and  contains  the  library  and 
old  dining  rooms,  showing  rich  specimens  of  Jacobean  art.  The 
present  imposing  mansion  is  of  red  brick.  Considerable  structural 
alterations  were  effected  by  Mr.  John  JoUiffe  Tufnell,  father  of  the 
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present  owner,  who,  in  addition  to  improvements  in  the  offices, 
built  a  handsome  oak  staircase  in  the  northern  wing,  which  by 
curious  coincidence  proved  to  have  been  the  identical  spot  where 
the  old  one  had  stood  in  the  ancient  house.  The  estate  covers  5627 
acres,  comprising  five  manors  (the  Court  Rolls  of  which  date  back 
to  1 100),  namely  High  Easter,  Sparrow  Hawkes,  South  House,  and 
Chatham  Hall  and  Waltham  Bury,  which  at  one  time  formed  part 
of  the  dowry  of  Elizabeth,  wife  ot  Henry  VII.,  Catherine  of 
Aragon  and  Jane  Seymour.  The  two  latter  manors  were  purchased 
of  the  Lords  of  Waltham  by  John  JoUiffe  Tufnell,  great-great 
grandfather  of  the  present  owner. 

On  the  death  of  Samuel  Tufnell  in  1758,  tlie  property  passed 
to  his  eldest  son,  John  Jolliffe  Tufnell,  of  Langleys,  and  in  due 
course  to  his  grandson  and  namesake.  High  Sheriff  for  Essex  in 
1823,  whose  son,  John  Jolliffe  Tufnell  the  third,  D.L.,  J. P.,  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  the  present  article,  filled  the  Shrievalty  in 
1870. 

The  Church  of  SS.  Mary  and  Laurence  in  Great  Waltham 
parish  contains  many  memorials  of  this  ancient  family,  including 
a  fine  stained  East  Window  and  four  others.  Of  its  eight  bells, 
the  third  in  the  peal  was  recast  in  1896  at  the  cost  of  Miss 
Augusta  Jane  Tufnell,  Colonel  Tufnell's  sister,  and  the  stone 
reredos  with  sculptured  figures  in  the  niches  is  a  memorial  of  the 
Colonel's  eldest  brother,  the  late  Colonel  Arthur  Jolliffe  Tufnell, 
who  died  at  Mussoorree  in  India  in  1883.  Another  feature  of  the 
interior  is  the  fine  tomb  erected  by  Sir  Anthony  Everard,  Kt.,  in 
memory  of  his  wife,  early  in  the  seventeenth  century. 

The  Communion  Plate  is  both  massive  and  curious.  The 
Silver  gilt  paten,  belonging  to  Great  Waltham  parish,  bears  the 
date  1521-2,  and  was  exhibited  by  Colonel  W.  N.  Tufnell,  to  the 
society  of  Antiquaries  in  igo8,  along  with  a  mediaeval  Covered 
Cup,  of  the  same  material,  an  heirloom  of  his  family,  brought  to 


her  husband,  Samuel  Tufnell,  about  1720,  in  marriage,  by  Elizabeth 
daughter  of  George  Cressener  of  Earl's  Colne.  The  Cup  bears,  as 
an  unique  date  mark,  the  black  letter,  f,  signifying  the  year  1503-4, 
and  is  adorned  witli  the  Cressener  arms  on  the  cover,  along  with 
those  of  Mortimer  and  Ferrars. 

Mrs.  Tufuell-Fordine  (Colonel  Tufnell's  only  daughter)  has 
introduced  among  the  girls  and  women  of  Great  Waltham  a  depot 
for  Buckinghamshire  bobbin  lace.  She  has  entirely  taught  the 
art  herself,  being  an  expert  in  lace  making. 

Colonel  Tufnell  is  the  patron  of  two  livings. 


Langleys:  The  Old  Dining  Room. 


Bedforas,  BaoerinaHtteBowcr, 

Sir  iDotitadu  Cornisb  Curner,  Kt. 


T¥NOTHER  name  long  since  familiar  in  Indian  circles  is  that 
Pfl     of  Sir    Montagu    Cornish    Turner,   now   in    occupation    of 
Bedfords  in  the  picturesque  parish  of  Havering-Atte-Bower, 
some  three  miles  from  Romford. 

Born  in  1853,  '^•'^  Montagu,  who  was  created  a  Knight 
Bachelor  in  his  fifty-first  year,  is  the  youngest  son  of  the  late  Rev. 
John  Fisher  Turner,  sometime  Rector  of  Winkleigh,  in  Devonshire. 
Having  received  his  early  education  from  Winchester  College,  he 
obtained  a  position  in  India  in  the  important  firm  of  Mackinnon, 
Mackenzie  &  Co.,  in  which  he,  like  Lord  Inchcape,  is  now  a 
partner. 

His  triple  election  to  be  President  of  the  Bengal  Chamber  of 
Commerce  as  well  as  his  good  work  as  a  Member  of  the  Calcutta 
Corporation,  a  Member  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  as  an 
Additional  Member  of  the  Viceregal  Council  from  1901-02,  are  so 
well  known  as  to  render  further  comment  superfluous. 


Sir  Montagu  Turner  married  in  1877,  Bertha,  youngest 
daughter  of  the  late  John  Howell,  Esq.,  of  Rutland  House, 
Kingston-on-Thames,  and  has  issue  two  sons  and  one  daughter. 

Among  other  important  positions  Sir  Montagu  holds  at  the 
present  time  is  that  of  Chairman  of  the  Chartered  Bank  of  India. 
He  is  also  a  Member  of  the  Port  of  London  Authority  and  a 
Director  of  the  London  County  and  Westminster  Bank. 

Commanding  wide  and  charming  views  over  the  River 
Thames  to  the  Knockholt  Hills  in  Kent,  and  distant  peeps  of 
Westminster  Abbey,  the  Houses  of  Parliament  and  St.  Paul's, 
Bedfords  is  well  situated  within  an  extensive  and  well-wooded 
park  of  about  one  hundred  acres,  the  surrounding  gardens  and 
wide  sweeping  lawns  being  lovely  examples  of  their  kind. 

Its  present  name  is  said  to  be  a  corruption  of  "  Belfonts,"  in 
allusion  to  the  abundant  supply  of  water  on  this  estate.  The 
name  of  Bedfords  first  occurs  in  1478,  when  it  was  in  the  possession 
of  Sir  Thomas  Cook,  who  held  this  property,  together  with  other 
manors,  for  the  service  of  presenting  the  King  with  a  red  rose  on 
each  succeeding  Midsummer  Day. 

It  would  appear  that,  originally  a  portion  of  Romford,  this 
estate,  after  its  separation,  was  known  as  Mannys,  from  an  early 
owner,  the  celebrated  Knight  of  the  Garter  and  soldier  of 
Edward  III.'s  reign.  Sir  Walter  Manny,  whose  wife,  Margaret 
de  Brotherton,  a  grand-daughter  of  Edward  I.,  brought  it  to  her 
husband   in   marriage. 

Sir  Montagu  Turner  is  a  member  of  the  Oriental  Club. 


Che  Right  l)on.  Che  €ari  of  ulariDick,  D.£., 

Cord  £UuUnant  or  €sse\. 


FIFTH  of  his  line  to  hold  the  Earldoms  of  Warwick  and 
Brooke,  Francis  Richard  Charles  Guy  Greville,  the  present 
Earl,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Essex,  is  descended  from  an 
ancient  and  distinguished  family.  As  early  as  the  reign  of 
Richard  II.,  Camden  specifically  mentions  William  Grevel  as  "  the 
flower  of  the  wool  merchants  in  the  whole  realm  of  England." 
The  fact  that  he  and  his  father  were  in  a  position  to  make  a 
substantial  loan  to  the  King  of  three  hundred  marks  in  1397,  as 
well  as  his  purchase  of  the  iManor  of  Milcote,  Warwick,  in  the 
following  year  from  Sir  Walter  Beuchamp,  bespeaks  prosperity, 
Milcote  continuing  to  be  the  seat  of  the  older  branch  of  the 
family  until  its  extinction  in  the  reign  of  James  I. 

In  Tudor  times.  Sir  Edward  Greville  won  fame  at  the  Battle 
of  Spurs,  and,  having  secured  the  wardship  of  Elizabeth,  heiress  of 
Edward  Willoughby,  and  grand-daughter  of  Robert,  Lord  Brooke, 
married  her  to  his  second  son.  Sir  Fulke  Greville.  Very  quaintly 
is  the  story  of  the  courtship  of  England's  greatest  heiress  related 
in  that  ancient  work,  The  Genealogie,  Life  and  Death  of  Robert, 
Lord   Brooke,   still   among   Lord   Warwick's   historic   possessions. 


Her  guardian  thought  to  have  married  his  ward  to  his  eldest  son, 
Sir  John,  "  but  she  refused,  saying,  that  she  did  like  better  of 
Fulke,"  and  parrying  all  other  considerations  with  the  statement 
that  "  shee  had  an  estate  sufficient  for  him  and  for  herself," 
Elizabeth  Willoughby  wedded  the  man  of  her  choice,  who  was 
knighted  on  his  return  from  the  French  Wars. 

Sir  Fulke  thereupon  became  possessed  of  the  manor  of 
Alcester  and  other  extensive  property  in  Warwickshire,  and  settled 
at  Beauchamp's  Court. 

His  grandson  and  namesake,  also  Sir  Fulke  Greville,  was 
the  first  to  connect  his  family  with  Warwick  Castle,  which  he 
acquired  in  the  reign  of  James  I.,  when  it  was  partly  ruinous,  and 
its  historic  towers  utilized  as  the  County  Gaol.  Sir  Fulke,  whom 
Lloyd  describes  as  having  been  Queen  Elizabeth's  "  Counsellor  for 
persons  as  others  were  for  matters  and  things,"  spent  nearly 
;£"20,ooo,  a  much  greater  sum  in  those  days  than  now,  in  justifying 
Dugdale's  description  of  the  Castle  as  "  the  most  princely  seat 
within  the  midland  parts  of  this  realm,"  and  with  a  view  to 
picturesque  surroundings,  purchased  the  adjoining  property  and 
laid  it  out  in  plantations. 

A  man  of  culture  and  a  poet,  this  distinguished  member  of 
the  family  enjoyed  the  friendship  of  the  most  brilliant  writers  of 
his  day,  including  Sir  William  Davenant,  Shakepeare,  Johnson, 
Spenser,  Speed  and  others.  Equally  persona  grata  with  James  I. 
as  with  Elizabeth,  the  first  of  the  Stuarts  was  Sir  Fulke's  guest  at 
Warwick  Castle  on  no  less  than  four  occasions.  Sir  Fulke  held 
the  high  offices  of  Treasurer  of  the  Navy,  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  and  Privy  Councillor,  and  on  January  2gth,  1620-1, 
was  raised  to  the  Peerage  as  Baron  Brooke,  of  Beauchamp's  Court, 
Warwick.  Murdered  in  1628  by  his  own  servant,  Ralph  Heywood, 
his  fine  tomb  still  adorns  the  Church  of  St.  Mary  at  Warwick, 
inscribed  : — 


Fulk  Greville, 
Servant  to  Queen  Elizabeth, 

Councillor  to  King  James, 
and  friend  of  Sir  Philip  Sidney, 

Trophaeum  peccati. 

Never  having  married,  the  title  next  passed  to  his  kinsman, 
Robert,  2nd  Baron  Brooke,  a  noted  Parliamentarian  general,  in 
whose  time  the  Castle  withstood  a  Royalist  attack,  and  who  met 
with  his  death  at  Lichfield  during  the  Civil  War.  His  three  sons 
succeeded  him  in  turn,  Robert,  4th  Lord  Brooke,  being  appointed 
one  of  the  Commissioners  to  invite  the  return  of  Charles  II.  to  his 
kingdom. 

The  7th  Baron,  William,  was  the  father  of  an  only  son, 
Francis,  born  in  1719,  who  was  a  Knight  of  the  Thistle  and 
succeeded  to  the  Barony  in  1727.  In  1746  he  was  created  Earl 
Brooke,  and  following  the  death  of  Edward  Rich,  Earl  of 
Warwick  and  Holland  in  1759,  without  issue,  was  made  Earl  of 
Warwick.  This  member  of  the  family  obtained  a  grant  to  adopt 
the  cognisance  of  former  Earls,  that  of  the  Bear  and  Ragged  Staff, 
and  as  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Warwickshire  watched  over  the 
fortunes  of  that  County,  an  office  that  subsequently  devolved  on 
his  son  and  successor,  George,  2nd  Earl  of  Warwick. 

To  the  2nd  Earl  many  improvements  to  his  historic  Castle 
and  grounds  must  be  attributed.  He  not  only  formed  the  present 
imposing  entrance  through  a  solid  rock  wall,  and  built  the  porter's 
lodge,  made  walled  enclosures  of  the  Court  and  pleasure  grounds, 
brought  together  both  the  armoury  and  library,  and  stored  the 
mansion  with  a  magnificent  collection  of  pictures,  including  the 
works  of  past  masters  of  their  art,  but  also  expended  upwards  of 
;{^ioo,ooo  on  planting  trees.  The  fine  conservatories,  wherein  is 
now  to  be  seen  the  historic  Warwick  Vase,  were  also  his 
handiwork,  as  well  as  the  lake  that  adds  considerably  to  the 
charm  of  the  beautiful  grounds. 


All  lovers  of  the  picturesque  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the 
2nd  Earl,  for  his  construction  of  the  present  bridge  over  the  Avon, 
whence  is  obtained  the  well-known  exquisite  view  of  the  Castle. 
Each  stone  is  said  to  have  weighed  between  two  and  three 
thousand  pounds,  and  the  bridge,  when  completed,  was  generously 
presented  to  the  town  by  its  builder,  free  of  toll. 

Dying  in  1816,  his  lordship  was  succeeded  by  the  eldest  son 
of  his  second  marriage,  Henry  Richard  Greville,  K.T.,  grandfather 
of  the  present  Earl,  and  father  of  an  only  child,  George  Guy 
Greville,  who  succeeded  to  the  titles  as  4th  Earl  in  1853. 

Born  on  March  28th,  1818,  his  lordship  married  on  February 
i8th,  1852,  Anne,  daughter  of  the  8th  Earl  of  Wemyss  and  March, 
by  whom  he  had,  with  other  issue,  Francis  Charles  Guy,  5th  and 
present  Earl. 

The  late  Earl,  who  died  on  December  2nd,  1893,  was  an 
Hon.  Colonel  of  the  Warwickshire  Yeomanry  Cavalry  and  some- 
time Aide  de  Camp  to  Her  Majesty,  the  late  Queen  Victoria,  whom 
he  had  the  honour  of  entertaining,  with  the  Prince  Consort,  at 
Warwick  Castle  in  1858,  and  at  the  present  time,  members  of  the 
Earl's  family  hold  important  positions  at  Court. 

In  December  1871,  during  the  lifetime  of  the  4th  Earl,  fire 
destroyed  the  contents  of  both  the  fine  old  Hall  and  the  private 
apartments  contained  in  the  East  Wing  of  the  Castle,  nothing 
being  left  beyond  the  massive  walls,  wherewith  to  begin  the 
tedious  work  of  reconstruction.  How  adequately  this  has  been 
effected  may  be  judged  from  the  present  mediaeval  aspect  of  the 
famous  Hall,  wherein,  with  much  else  that  is  of  historic  interest 
are  supposed  relics  of  the  great  Earl  Guy. 

Born  on  February  gth,  1853,  the  present  Earl  of  Warwick, 
was  educated  at  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  and  prior  to  his  succession 
to  the  titles,  entered  on  a  political  career,  being  returned  as  East 


Somerset's  Conservative  Member  of  Parliament  from  1879-85,  after 
which  he  represented  Colchester  from  1888-92. 

Like  his  father,  his  lordship  has  rendered  military  service, 
and  ranks  as  Lieut. -Colonel,  and  Hon.  Colonel  late  commanding 
the  Warwickshire  Yeomanry.  He  is  also  an  Hon.  Colonel  of  the 
Essex  Yeomanry  and  3rd  Battalion  of  the  Essex  Regiment. 

In  other  directions.  Lord  Warwick  serves  Warwickshire  as  a 
Trustee  of  Rugby  School.  He  is  an  Alderman  of  the  Warwick 
Town  Council,  and  has  more  than  once  been  elected  Mayor.  He 
is  a  Magistrate  for  both  Somerset  and  Warwick,  and  a  Deputy 
Lieutenant  for  the  latter  County. 

On  April  30th,  1881,  his  lordship  married  Frances  Evelyn, 
eldest  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Colonel  the  Hon.  Charles  Henry 
Maynard,  son  of  the  last  Viscount  of  that  name,  and  has,  with 
other  issue,  a  son  and  heir,  Leopold  Guy  Francis  Maynard,  Lord 
Brooke,  M.V.O.,  Captain  of  the  ist  Life  Guards,  Special  Reserve, 
who  has  seen  active  service  both  in  connection  with  the  Boer  War 
and  the  late  Russo-Japanese  War.  His  marriage  with  Elfrida 
Marjorie,  only  daughter  of  Sir  William  Eden,  Bt.,  was  celebrated 
on  April  29th,  1909,  and  a  son,  Charles  Guy  Fulke,  was  born  to 
Lord  and  Lady  Brooke  in  191 1. 

To  tell  the  story  of  all  Warwick's  many  Earls  did  for  that 
ancient  town  and  give  an  account  of  their  strenuous  lives,  would 
be  far  beyond  the  scope  of  the  present  article,  and  must  perforce 
be  omitted. 

Easton  Lodge,  one  of  the  finest  seats  in  Essex,  was  long  the 
home  of  the  Countess  of  Warwick's  family,  the  Maynards,  whose 
Barony  and  Viscounty  are  now  extinct,  until,  as  the  heiress  of  the 
last  Lord  Maynard,  the  Countess  brought  it  in  marriage  to  the 
present  Earl  of  Warwick 


Much  of  the  mansion  dates  from  Elizabethan  days, 
although,  unfortunately,  a  central  portion  of  the  building  suffered 
destruction  by  fire  in  1847,  together  with  its  contents.  This, 
however,  has  been  rebuilt  at  a  cost  of  nearly  ;^io,ooo,  and  it  is  a 
matter  of  congratulation  that  the  splendid  collection  of  portraits 
and  unusually  good  library  escaped  disaster  at  that  time.  A 
private  chapel  at  the  east  end  of  the  mansion  dates  from  1621,  and 
the  imposing  entrance  hall  measures  38  ft.  by  20ft.  Beyond  the 
gardens  and  grounds  stretches  a  well-timbered  park  of  about  1200 
acres,  within  which  is  the  parish  Church. 

The  Earl  of  Warwick  is  patron  of  three  livings.  His  town 
residence  is  Stable  Yard,  St.  James'  Palace,  S.W.,  and  his  lordship 
is  a  member  of  the  Carlton  Club. 


Spapnes  l)alL 

l»r$.  Ulade. 


CHE  charmingly  situated    manor  house,  Spaynes  flail,  on  the 
River  Colne,  in  Great  Yeldliam  parish,    like   Spains  Hall, 
Finchingfield,  some  five  or  six  miles  to  the  south  west,  in 
Northern  Essex,  takes  its  name  from  the  old  Spain,  or  de  Hispania 
family,  who  held  this  property  in  the  days  of  Henry  III.  and  his 
son,  Edward  I. 

Among  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  ancient  parish 
of  Great  Yeldham  are  its  Church,  mainly  of  fifteenth  century  date, 
but  said  to  have  been  built  by  local  subscription,  during  the  reign 
of  Edward  III.;  an  ancient  schoolhouse,  formerly  the  scene  of  the 
village  marriage  feasts;  and  an  enormous  oak  of  great  antiquity, 
which  occupies  a  prominent  position  in  the  centre  of  the  village. 
Centuries  must  have  elapsed  ere  it  was  a  sapling,  for  its  hollow 
trunk  now  measures  30  feet  in  circumference,  and  its  limbs  are 
carefully  supported  by  bands  of  iron.  The  fact  that  this  veteran 
of  the  forest  has  never  failed,  from  Tudor  times,  presumably,  or 
possibly  even  earlier,  until  now,  to  reclothe  itself  in  a  bronze  green 
mantle  each  succeeding  Spring,  is  one  to  conjure  with.  All  the 
material  for  a  fine  novel  is  represented  by  that  ancient  tree,  its  life 
secret,  locked  fast  within  its  wasted  trunk. 


Mrs.  Wade,  who  is  one  of  the  chief  landowners  in  Great 
Yeldham,  is  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Nockolds,  of 
Saffron  Walden.  By  her  marriage  in  1857,  with  the  late  Charles 
Martin  Wade,  Esq.,  of  that  town,  and  subsequently  of  Spaynes 
Hall,  who  died  in  1899,  she  has,  with  other  issue,  a  son,  Charles 
Stewart  Douglas  Wade,  Esq.,  who  was  born  at  Saffron  Walden  in 
1864. 

Having  graduated  at  Trinity  Hall,  Cambridge,  Mr. 
C.  S.  D.  Wade  was  admitted  a  solicitor  in  i88g,  and  as  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Wade  and  Lyall,  of  Saffron  Walden  and  42,  Cornhill, 
E.C.,  continues  to  practise  his  profession  in  his  native  town,  where 
he  resides  at  The  Grove.  As  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  that  Borough 
as  well  as  Clerk  to  the  King  Edward  VI.  Almshouses  Trustees  and 
Governors  of  Newport  School,  and  the  Saffron  Walden 
Amalgamated  Charity  Trustees,  Mr.  Wade  bears  his  full  share  in 
the  public  life  of  that  neighbourhood. 

His  marriage  in  1893  with  Ethel  Lofft,  fourth  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Hubert  Holden,  has  given  him  two  sons,  Emlyn  Capel 
Stewart,  born  in  1895,  and  Douglas  Ashton  Lofft,  three  years  his 
brother's  junior. 

Mr.  C.  S.  D.  Wade  is  a  member  of  the  Incorporated  Law 
Society. 


St.  Osptb^s  Priorp. 

miss  uiatts 


flBOUT  St.  Osyth,  a  township  on  a  creek  of  the  Colne,  now 
famous  for  its  oyster  beds,  chister  many  of  Essex'  oldest 
memories.  Formerly  known  as  Chich,  its  present  name 
recalls  the  legend  of  the  Mercian  Princess,  Osyth,  the  foundress  of 
an  early  nunnery  here,  which  was  sacked  by  the  Danes,  under 
Inguar  and  Hubba,  about  the  year  870.  The  Princess  steadfastly 
refused  all  overtures  to  abandon  Christianity,  whereupon  the 
Danes  promptly  beheaded  her,  and  were  horrified  to  witness  the 
headless  trunk  rise  up  almost  immediately,  gathering  the  severed 
head  in  its  two  hands,  and  proceed  to  the  Church  where  the 
remains  were  ultimately  interred : — a  story  that  was  turned 
subsequently  to  very  profitable  account  after  St.  Osyth 's  canon- 
ization. 

Later,  this  township  was  part  of  King  Canute's  royal 
demesne,  and  was  granted  by  that  monarch  to  the  great  Earl 
Godwin,  who  bestowed  it  on  Christ  Church,  Canterbury.  The 
nunnery  appears  meantime  to  have  become  ruinous,  for  shortly 
after  the  Conquest,  the  property  was  transferred  to  the  See  of 


London,  and  on  the  site  of  the  former  religious  house,  Richard 
Belmeis,  or  Beames,  Bishop  of  London  from  1108-1127,  founded  a 
Priory  for  the  Augustine  Canons,  which  speedily  became  an  Abbey. 
Richly  endowed,  and  having  the  advantage  of  an  extremely 
popular  legend,  St.  Osyth's  attained  a  high  place  among  the 
religious  houses  of  the  Eastern  Counties,  and  at  the  Dissolution 
possessed  a  net  annual  income  of  £^677  :  i  :  2,  a  sum  of  much 
greater  value  in  those  days  than  now. 

"A  house  kepying  grat  hospitalyte  for  the  relief  of  dyvers 
smal  townes  about  it ;  and  the  steeple  also  ys  a  common  marke  for 
maryners  upon  the  sees,"  ran  Lord  Chancellor  Audley's  report  in 
the  evening  of  its  days.  The  tragedy  accomplished,  in  July  1539, 
St.  Osyth's  fell  to  Thomas  Cromwell,  Earl  of  Essex,  who  as  the 
King's  Vicar  General  had  taken  a  leading  part  in  this  distasteful 
work. 

'■  At  this   time,  much  of  the  building  was  nearly  new,  for  the 

last  Abbot  but  one,  John  Vintner,  had  rebuilt  the  greater  part  of  it, 
including  the  beautiful  flint  and  stone  gatehouse,  with  a  smaller 
door  on  either  side  of  the  great  doorway,  whose  roof  is  carved 
with  the  Legend  of  St.  Osyth,  while  the  groining  of  the  gate  is 
enriched  with  the  Abbey  Seal  of  the  13th  century  and  further 
illustrations  of  the  martyred  Saint.  The  Abbot's  Tower,  with  its 
exquisite  oriel,  (in  the  apartment  now  used  as  a  Drawing  Room,) 
adorned  with  the  Abbot's  initials,  J.V.,  the  date  1527,  a  bunch  of 
grapes  and  a  tun  of  wine,  also  belong  to  this  period,  as  well  as 
much  of  the  beautiful  old  oak  panelling. 

After  the  execution  of  Thomas  Cromwell,  on  the  ostensible 
^rounds  of  heresy,  and  a  charge  of  obtaining  money  by  oppression 
and  extortion,  designed  to  cover  Henry  VIII. 's  resentment  for  his 
having  promoted  that  monarch's  fourth  marriage  with  an  uncon- 
genial wife,  Anne  of  Cleves,  St.  Osyth's  became  the  property  of 
the  Princess  Mary. 


Early  in  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.,  an  exchange  was  effected, 
and  the  estate  disposed  of  to  the  King's  Chamberlain,  Sir  Thomas, 
afterwards  Lord  Darcy,  of  Chich,  in  1550.  To  this  nobleman,  and 
his  immediate  successors,  the  other  parts  of  this  fine  old  mansion 
must  be  attributed. 

Honours  fell  thick  on  the  Darcy  family.  Queen  Elizabeth 
was  the  guest  of  Sir  Thomas'  son  at  St.  Osyth  on  two  occasions. 
James  I.  advanced  the  third  lord  to  the  dignity  of  Viscount 
Colchester  and  Charles  I.  to  that  of  Earl  Rivers. 

St.  Osyth's  next  passed  to  Sir  Thomas  Savage  as  the 
husband  of  the  Earl's  daughter,  Elizabeth,  whom  Charles  I. 
created  Countess  Rivers  in  her  own  right,  after  the  death  of  her 
father,  and  on  the  eve  of  the  outbreak  of  Civil  War  in  1641.  A 
staunch  Royalist,  this  lady  had  the  unpleasant  experience  of 
having  her  Essex  seat  at  St.  Osyth's  sacked  by  a  mob,  as  well  as 
Melford  Hall,  in  Suffolk,  whither  she  had  fled  to  escape  Puritanical 
violence,  and  here,  not  only  did  the  contents  of  her  house  suffer, 
but  all  the  deer  were  ruthlessly  slaughtered  as  well. 

After  the  death  of  the  last  Earl  Rivers  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  St.  Osyth's  was  once  again  restored  and  made  a  county 
seat  by  his  son-in-law,  the  3rd  Earl  Rochford,  the  husband  of 
Eady  Bessie  Savage,  whose  son  George  III.  honoured  with  two 
visits. 

The  next  owners  were  the  Nassau  family,  and  after  the 
death  of  W.  F.  Nassau,  Esq.,  in  1857,  the  property  was  acquired 
from  his  two  daughters  by  the  late  Sir  John  Henry  Johnson,  J. P., 
Sheriff  for  London  and  Middlesex  in  the  year  1873-4,  who  died  in 
igog. 

St.  Osyth's  Priory  of  to-day  is  architecturally  a  wonderfully 
harmonious  blending  of  the  Domestic  Work  of  the  Tudor  Period 
with  that  of  the  late  Perpendicular  Style.     Brick  and  stone  are  the 


materials  employed.  There  is  also  a  fine  Clock  Tower  of  modern 
date.  Exquisite  paintings,  the  work  of  celebrated  artists,  adorn 
tlie  Entrance  Hall,  and  among  other  treasures  of  the  house  are  a 
magnificently  carved  and  ornate  old  oak  chest  and  chair.  At  the 
eastern  end  of  the  house.  Vineries,  peach  houses  and  conservatories 
have  their  place.  The  gardens  are  well  tended,  and  the  park,  250 
acres  in  extent,  is  finely  timbered. 

The  present  owner,  Miss  Mabel  B.  Watts,  is  the  second 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  William  Longmore  Watts,  Vicar  of  Boxted 
and  sometime  of  St.  Osyth,  and  the  adopted  daughter  and  heiress 
of  Sir  John  and  Lady  Johnson. 

The  ancient  Church  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Osyth,  mainly  of 
fifteenth  century  date,  in  this  parish,  contains  many  memorials  to 
the  Darcy  family,  and  the  Johnson  Institute,  with  good  Reading 
and  Billiard  Rooms,  as  well  as  a  Boy's  Room,  fitted  with 
gymnastic  apparatus,  was  presented  in  igii  by  Miss  Watts,  in 
memory  of  the  late  Sir  John  Johnson. 

Miss  Watts'  town  residence  is  5  Whitehall  Gardens,  S.W. 


Major  F.  H.  D.  C.  Whitmore,  D.L.,  J.P. 


Orsett  Hall :  Old-fashioned  fireplace  in  the  Billiard  Room. 


Orsett  l>alK  6rap$. 

major  Francis  l^enrp  Douglas  Cbarlton  Ulbitmoret  D.£..  3.p. 


eVEN  among  Shropshire's  many  ancient  families,  the  ancestors 
of  Major  Whitmore,  now  of  Orsett  Hall,  in  Essex,  claim  high 
antiquity.     Their  earliest  record,  dated  1209,  in  the  reign  of 
John,  shows  them  at  that  time  to  have  been  resident  at  Whittemere, 
as  tenants  of  that  Vill,  on   the  north  west  side  of   the   parish  of 
Bobbington  and  within  the  iVIanor  of  Claverley. 

Alike  from  the  many  valuable  documents  relating  to  his 
race  it  contains,  and  the  almost  unbroken  succession  of  family 
portraits,  from  the  time  of  Elizabeth  to  the  present  day,  Orsett 
Hall  has  unique  claims  to  interest.  William  Whitmore,  who  died 
on  August  8th,  1593,  and  his  wife,  Ann,  daughter  of  Alderman 
William  Bond,  sometime  owner  of  Crosby  Hall,  are  the  earliest 
examples  of  portraiture  therein.  This  member  of  his  family,  an 
unusally  wealthy  man,  by  reason  of  his  connection  with  the 
Spanish  trade  in  cotton  and  as  a  haberdasher  of  London, 
purchased  from  Sir  Thomas  Lucy,  of  Shakespearian  fame,  in  1551, 
the  Salopian  Manors  of  Stockton,  Huggeford  and  Apley. 


Among  the  many  documents  relating  to  this  first  holder  of 
the  Apley  estates  is  the  original  inventory  of  his  goods,  taken  after 
his  death,  and  written  on  a  narrow  strip  of  parchment,  only  about 
five  and  a  half  inches  wide  and  over  forty  nine  feet  long.  There 
is  also  the  original  permit  to  make  use  of  their  coat  of  arms, 
signed  by  William  Camden  Clarenceux,  King  of  Arms,  dated  XIII. 
Nov.  1618. 

Of  William  Whitmore's  three  sons.  Sir  William  Whitmore, 
Kt.,  of  London,  who  succeeded  him,  a  well-known  Royalist  like 
other  contemporary  kinsmen,  suffered  sequestration  and  forfeiture 
of  his  estates,  as  set  forth  in  another  interesting  document  in 
Major  Whitmore's  possession,  subsequently  being  permitted  to 
compound  for  them  for  ;^5,ooo.  His  younger  brother.  Sir  George 
Whitmore,  Kt.,  of  Balmes  House,  Hoxton  (now  no  more),  Lord 
Mayor  of  London  in  1632,  had  the  honour  of  entertaining  the 
Royal  Family  on  the  eve  of  the  outbreak  of  Civil  War  at  his 
country  house.  His  striking  portrait  by  Cornelius  Janssen, 
represents  a  gallant  cavalier.  A  third  Royalist  was  Sir  George's 
nephew,  Sir  Thomas  Whitmore,  of  Apley,  (the  son  and  heir  of  Sir 
William  Whitmore,)  who  was  created  a  Baronet  in  1641,  a  title 
which  expired  with  the  death  of  his  elder  son,  Sir  William,  in 
1699. 

The  2nd  Baronet's  portrait  is  the  work  of  Lely's  talented 
pupil,  John  Greenhill,  as  well  as  those  of  Sir  William's  sister, 
Dorothy,  and  her  husband,  Sir  Eliab  Harvey,  whilst  that  of  Sir 
William's  wife,  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Eliab  Harvey  is  by  Nicholas 
Mignard. 

Another  portrait  by  Greenhill  is  that  of  the  2nd  Baronet's 
younger  brother,  Sir  Thomas,  of  Bridgnorth,  K.B.,  whose  lovely 
wife,  Frances,  youngest  daughter  of  Sir  William  Brooke,  sometime 
M.P.,  for  Rochester,  has  been  immortalised  by  Lely,  as  well  as  her 
sister.  Lady  Dedham,  the  wife  of  Sir  John  Dedham,  author  of  the 
famous  poem  on  Cooper's  Hill. 


After  the  death  of  the  2nd  Baronet,  the  Apley  estates  passed 
to  his  kinsman,  William,  the  grandson  of  the  first  Baronet's 
younger  brother,  Richard,  of  Lower  Slaughter,  in  Gloucestershire, 
the  portraits  of  this  William  Whitmore,  who  died  in  1725,  and  his 
wife,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Roger  Pope,  Wolstanton,  being  fine 
specimens  of  the  work  of  Sir  Godfrey  Kneller.  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds  painted  those  of  his  eldest  son  and  successor.  Sir  Thomas 
Whitmore,  K.B.,  of  Apley,  and  his  wife,  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir 
Jonathan  Cope,  Bt.,  of  Brewern,  whose  portrait,  and  that  of  Lady 
Cope  are  the  work  of  Van  Reyschoot. 

Another  Sir  Joshua  represents  General  William  Whitmore, 
younger  brother  of  the  last  mentioned  Sir  Thomas.  He  raised  the 
53rd  Regiment,  and  was  sometime  Warden  of  the  Mint.  Among 
others,  are  portraits  of  Major  Whitmore's  great-grandfather  and 
great-grandmother,  Thomas  Whitmore,  of  Apley,  and  his 
handsome  wife,  Catherine,  only  daughter  and  heiress  of 
Thomas  Thomasson,  of  York,  both  being  attributable  to 
Thomas    Phillips,   R.A. 

Their  eldest  son  and  successor,  Thomas  Charlton  Whitmore, 
of  Apley,  married  on  April  nth,  1833,  Lady  Louisa  Anne  Douglas, 
eldest  daughter  of  Charles,  5th  Marquis  of  Oueensberry,  who 
presented  the  seven  exquisite  pictures  of  Venice  by  Canaletti,  as 
well  as  the  peep  of  Epping  Forest  by  Patrick  Nasymth  and  that 
of  Honister  Crag  by  Ibbotson,  to  his  son-in-law,  the  following 
year. 

Among  other  notable  pictures.  The  Toper,  by  Franz  Hals,  is 
a  masterpiece  of  Dutch  Art,  another,  with  the  same  title,  the 
subject,  being  a  hare,  is  a  rare  T.  Ten  Kate,  while  the  work  of 
Jacob  van  Ruysdael,  Edwin  Douglas,  Van  Somer,  and  E.  Penny, 
R.A.,  are  included  in  this  famous  collection. 

Another  interesting  side  of  the  family  history  is  the  fact 
that   practically  for  two  hundred  and  thirty   years,  from  Stuart 


times  until  the  Mid-Victorian  era,  save  for  the  brief  interval  of  the 
Commonwealth,  one  of  the  two  representatives  returned  to 
Parliament  for  the  Borough  of  Bridgnorth,  has  been  almost 
invariably  a  Whitmore,  The  grandfather  of  Major  Whitmore, 
Thomas  Charlton  Whitmore,  Esq.,  before  mentioned,  held  that 
office  under  William  IV.  and  Queen  Victoria,  until  he  was 
succeeded  in  1852  by  Henry  Whitmore,  Esq. 

His  eldest  son,  the  late  Captain  Thomas  Charles  Douglas 
Whitmore,  who  died  in  February  1907,  severed  the  family's 
lengthy  connection  with  Apley,  by  disposing  of  that  property  in 
1867,  after  which  he  acquired  the  Gumley  estate  in  Leicestershire, 
until  about  1884,  when  he  came  into  possession  of  Orsett  Hall  and 
estates,  which  had  formerly  been  held  by  the  Wingfield-Baker 
family. 

Captain  Whitmore,  formerly  of  the  Royal  Horse  Guards 
(Blue),  was  a  familiar  figure  at  the  meets  of  the  Pytchley,  Quorn 
and  Mr.  Tailby's  Hounds  during  his  residence  in  Leicestershire[; 
and  in  London,  his  "Whitmore  Greys"  were  equally  well-known 
to  the  Four-in-Hand  Club.  By  his  wife,  a  Society  beauty, 
Margaret  Emily,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Cradock-Hartopp,  3rd 
Bt.,  who  had  endeared  herself  to  the  Orsett  district  by  her 
kindliness  of  nature  and  wide  sympathies,  ere  her  death  in  1892, 
he  had  one  son,  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch,  and  two 
daughters. 

Four  years  after  Mrs.  Whitmore's  death,  Captain  Whitmore 
was  received  into  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  in  the  same 
year,  i8g6,  made  over  his  Orsett  estates  to  his  son. 

Born  on  April  20th,  1872,  and  educated  at  Eton,  Major 
Whitmore  married  in  1900,  Violet  F.E.,  daughter  of  Sir  William 
Henry  Houldsworth,  Bt. 

Since  the  present  owner  of  Orsett  Hall  has  been  resident  in 
Essex,  he  has  identified  himself  thoroughly  with  its  public  life. 


A  Major  in  the  Essex  Yeomanry,  and  a  Military  Member  of  the 
Territorial  Forces  Association  for  the  County,  his  strong  person- 
ality has  had  much  to  do  with  the  success  of  the  movement  in 
Essex,  to  which  he  rendered  further  able  assistance  as  Chairman 
of  the  Recruiting  and  Horse  Registration  Committee  during 
the  year  1910-11,  and  as  Chairman  of  Clothing  and  Equipment 
Committee  1912-1913. 

The  Orsett  Troop  of  the  Essex  Yeomanry  is  composed 
almost  entirely  of  Tenants  and  employes  on  the  Orsett  Hall 
Estate  and  is  commanded  by  Lieutenant  J.  C.  Chaplin,  the  agent 
of  the  Estate. 

A  staunch  Conservative,  Major  Whitmore  takes  an  active 
part  in  politics  and  is  Chairman  of  the  South  East  Essex 
Conservative  and  Unionist  Association,  and  as  befits  a  large  and 
important  landowner,  with  an  acreage  of  several  thousands,  is 
keenly  interested  in  Agricultural  matters.  He  has  been  chairman  of 
the  East  Anglian  Farmers  Co-operation  since  its  formation  in  1897, 
and  is  President  of  the  Essex  Farmers  Union. 

The  Orsett  Agricultural  Society  has  also  claimed  his 
services  since  its  inception,  and  his  own  home  farm  contains 
many  valuable  polled  and  Highland  cattle,  also  a  distinguished 
herd  of  Pedigree  Shorthorns,  commodiously  housed  in  new  sheds, 
constructed  after  the  American  style,  on  the  most  improved  and 
labour-saving  modern  principles. 

Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Orsett,  Major  Whitmore  is  known  to 
his  tenants  as  a  generous  landlord.  His  interest  in  the  district  is 
exemplified  by  his  Chairmanship  of  the  Orsett  Charity  Trustees 
and  of  the  School  Managers,  whilst  he  is  a  member  of  the  District 
Sub-Committee,  and  President  and  Captain  of  the  Orsett  Cricket 
Club. 


A  good  sportsman,  he  is  a  familiar  figure  with  the  Essex 
Union  Hounds,  and  for  three  years  acted  as  Field  Master  of  this 
paclv. 

Equally  keen  on  Horticulture,  with  a  practical  knowledge 
of  his  subject,  the  fact  that  he  has  had  many  improvements  in  the 
grounds  of  his  beautiful  residence  carried  out  under  his  personal 
supervision,  indicates  an  able  amateur  landscape  gardener. 
Furthermore,  Major  Whitmore  is  well  acquainted  with  the  habits 
and  requirements  of  the  many  fine  trees  and  plants  within  his 
gardens  and  grounds.  These  include  a  beautiful  Sequoia  Giantea, 
some  seventy  feet  high,  with  a  trunk  fourteen  and  a  half  feet  in 
circumference  at  a  distance  of  two  feet  from  the  ground,  a 
particularly  fine  Cedar  of  Leban  on  the  South  Lawn  and  a  huge 
Ginkgo  Biloba,  seventy  four  feet  high. 

Of  the  gardens  themselvs,  brave  in  exquisite  well-chosen 
variety,  in  accordance  with  the  seasons,  much  might  be  written, 
and  almost  regretfully,  we  turn  to  the  ancient  house,  itself,  which 
has  undergone  considerable  alteration  and  enlargement  at  the 
hands  of  its  present  owner,  and  makes  a  charming  picture  viewed 
from  the  surrounding  well-timbered  grounds  and  park,  festooned 
with  creepers  and  clad,  in  their  due  course  with  wistaria  or 
rambler  roses. 

Orsett  Hall,  formerly  White  House,  or  Ladysons,  is  rich  in 
valuable  ceilings  and  fireplaces,  belonging  to  the  Tudor  period. 
In  the  Billiard  Room,  recently  rebuilt,  is  a  beautiful  old  fireplace, 
that  has  been  transferred  from  an  old  farmhouse,  while  forty-eight 
sporting  panels,  the  work  of  W.  H.  Wheelwright,  adorn  the  walls. 
Two  fine  Oriental  vases,  beautiful  specimens  of  the  lovely  china  at 
Orsett  Hall,  on  either  side  of  the  fireplace,  add  to  the  effect  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  Lowestoft  dessert  plates,  disposed  on  the 
ledge  over  the  panel  work,  and  complete  a  singularly  happy 
scheme  of  decoration.       Among  other  works  of  art  at  Orsett  Hall, 


two  marble  statues,  by  Pigalle,  about  two  and  a  half  feet  high, 
are  particularly  arresting,  while,  historically,  an  ancient  Prayer 
Book,  having  the  autograph  of  Queen  Anne  on  the  fly  leaf,  has  an 
interest  of  its  own. 

Orsett,  formerly  known  as  Horset,  Dorsed,  Orfedd,  or  Orzed, 
belonged  to  the  See  of  London  befare  the  Conquest,  but  owing  to 
the  fact  that  part  of  it  was  bestowed  on  Eustace,  Earl  of  Boulogne, 
at  the  time  of  the  Survey,  the  estate  was  divided  into  two  manors. 
Its  episcopal  connection  continued  until  the  reign  of  Elizabeth, 
when  it  became  the  property  of  the  Crown,  and  in  1614  was 
granted  by  James  I.  to  Francis  Downes,  passing  in  1650  to  John 
Hatt,  whose  family  held  it  until  1722.  Subsequently  it  was 
acquired  by  Richard  Baker,  in  1751,  and  from  his  descendants,  the 
Wingfield-Bakers,  passed  to  its  present  owners. 

To  do  justice  to  the  many  sided  interests  of  Orsett  Hall, 
and  its  large  estate,  would  be  impossible  in  the  limits  of  the 
present  article,  and  we  have  therefore  transferred  the  notice  of 
the  Dene  Holes,  on  this  property,  to  our  Foreword. 

Major  Whitmore  is  a  member  of  the  Carlton  and  Boodle's 
Clubs. 


eimaon  Burp,  Saffron  Ulaiaen. 

3ol)n  fiske  UlUkes.  €$q.»  m.H..  3.P. 


CHE  only  son  of  the  late  John  Wilkes,  Esq.,  of  Lofts  Hall, 
John  Fiske  Wilkes,  Esq.,  was  born  at  Sutton  in  Surrey  in 
1879.     He  received  his  education  from  Harrow  and  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge,  where  he  graduated,  and  was  called  to  the 
Bar  at  Lincoln's  Inn  in  191 1. 

As  a  Governor  of  the  Saffron  Walden  Grammar  School  and 
Trustee  of  the  iMuseum  and  Hospital  in  that  town,  he  has  rendered 
valuable  service  to  his  County,  and  since  1907  has  been  on  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace  for  Essex. 


His  present  residence,  Elmdon  Bury,  lies  on  the  Cambridge- 
shire borders  of  the  County,  about  five  miles  north  west  from 
Audley  End. 

Mr.  Wilkes  is  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Elmdon  and  one  of  the 
chief  landowners  in  that  parish,     He  is  the  patron  of  two  livings. 


Cangtons*  Rorncburcl)* 

Ulilliam  Varco  Ulilliams*  esq.*  3.P. 


*TBS  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  the  member  for  the  Dagenham 
H     Division  of  the  County  Council,  William  Varco  Williams, 
Esq.,  of  Langtons,  Hornchurch,has  been  the  author  of  much 
valuable  work  for  his  County. 

Born  in  1857,  Mr.  Williams  is  the  eldest  son  of  Samuel 
Williams,  Esq.,  of  The  Laurels,  Putney,  and  married  in  1881  a 
Cambridgeshire  lady,  Sarah  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Francis 
Thoday,  Esq. 

Langtons,  Mr.  Williams'  property  and  residence,  stands 
within  a  small  but  picturesque  park  that  affords  a  pleasing  back 
ground  to  its  mellowed  brickwork. 


milDurst* 

Field  marsftal  Sir  €oelpn  Wood.  G.C.B..  G.crn.6.,  V.C. 


BORN  at  Cressing,  in  Essex,  on  February  gth,  1838,  Sir  (Henry) 
Evelyn  Wood  is  the  youngest  son  of  the  late  Rev.  Sir  John 
Page  Wood,  2nd  Bt.,  Vicar  of  Cressing  and  Rector  of  St. 
Peter's,    Cornhill,   and   his    wife,   Emma    Caroline,    daughter    of 
Admiral  Sampson  Michell,  of  Croft  West,  Cornwall. 

Like  other  distinguished  soldiers.  Sir  Evelyn  Wood  began 
his  career  in  the  Navy,  in  1852,  after  leaving  Marlborough  College. 
He  joined  the  QUEEN,  belonging  to  the  Black  Sea  Fleet,  as  a 
midshipman  on  the  outbreak  of  the  Crimean  War,  and  from 
October  1854  to  June  1855,  served  with  the  Naval  Brigade. 
Whilst  acting  as  Aide  de  Camp  to  Sir  William  Peel,  and  in  command 
of  a  scaling  ladder  party  in  the  attack  on  Redan,  he  was  severely 
wounded.  At  the  conclusion  of  his  first  war,  the  young  sailor  had 
secured  a  dual  mention  in  Lord  Raglan's  despatches,  the  Turkish 
Medal  of  the  5th  Class  Medjidie,  two  medals  and  as  many  clasps, 
in  addition  to  being  made  a  knight  of  the  Legion  of  Honour. 


By  the  latter  part  of  1855,  the  future  Field  Marshal  had  left 
the  Navy  for  the  Army,  and  joined  the  13th  Light  Dragoons, 
transferring  to  the  17th  Lancers  in  time  to  serve  through  the  Indian 
Mutiny.  He  gained  his  V.C.  on  October  19th,  1858,  for  routing  a 
band  of  rebels  almost  single  handed  during  the  action  at  Sindwayo, 
and  also  for  his  gallant  rescue  of  a  native  from  robbers,  in  which 
last  exploit  he  had  the  assistance  of  two  Indian  Officers. 

Since  that  time  he  has  held  Staff  Appointments  in  almost 
every  part  of  the  globe.  In  1873,  he  accompanied  the  late  Lord 
Wolseley  to  the  Ashantee  War,  and  bore  his  share  in  the  taking  of 
Coomassie.  From  1879-81  South  African  affairs,  including  the 
Kaffir,  fierce  Zulu  and  Transvaal  Wars,  added  further  to  his 
laurels.  His  invaluable  work  as  Acting  Governor  and  Commander 
in  Chief  in  Natal  will  be  long  remembered,  and  resulted  in  his 
promotion  to  the  rank  of  Major  General  as  well  as  fourteen 
mentions  in  despatches ;  the  Grand  Cross  of  the  Order  of  St. 
Michael  and  St.  George  and  the  rank  of  Knight  Commander  of  the 
Bath  being  additional  marks  of  appreciation  bestowed  by  a 
grateful  Country. 

His  Wood's  Irregulars,  a  contingent  of  1,000  friendly  Zulus, 
were  organised  by  Sir  Evelyn  in  1879,  in  his  capacity  as  political 
agent.  That  same  year,  in  November,  five  years  after  he  had  been 
called  to  the  Bar  at  the  Middle  Temple,  the  English  Bar  gave  a 
banquet  in  Sir  Evelyn's  honour  in  the  Middle  Temple  Hall.  His 
native  County,  Essex,  which  he  continues  to  serve  as  a  Magistrate 
and  Deputy  Lieutenant,  also  presented  him  with  a  Sword  of 
Honour. 

He  received  the  thanks  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  after 
the  memorable  Egyptian  Expedition  of  1882,  raised  the  Egyptian 
Army  the  following  year,  occupied  the  position  of  first  British 
Sirdar    from    1883-85,    and    served    in    the   Nile   Expedition   of 
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At  home,  Sir  Evelyn  commanded  the  troops  at  Colchester 
from  1886-88,  being  transferred  to  Aldershot  from  1889-93,  in 
which  latter  year  he  was  made  Quarter  Master  General,  and  held 
the  rank  of  Adjutant  General  to  the  Forces  from  1897-1901, 
subsequently  commanding  the  2nd  Army  Corps  District  until 
1905. 

He  was  appointed  Constable  of  the  Tower  in  191 1,  and  the 
following  year,  Commandant  of  the  London  Division  of  the 
National  Reserve. 

Among  other  important  duties  that  have  fallen  to  Sir 
Evelyn's  share  was  the  sad  task  of  conducting  the  Empress 
Eugenie  to  South  Africa  to  visit  the  scene  of  the  death  of  her  only 
son,  the  Prince  Imperial,  a  tragedy  of  the  Zulu  War. 

Notwithstanding  the  numerous  claims  on  his  valuable  time, 
Sir  Evelyn  has  made  his  name  as  the  author  of  interesting 
Reminiscences,  entitled  From  Midshipman  to  Field  Marshal, 
published  in  1906,  followed  two  years  later  by  The  Revolt  in 
Hindustan.  The  Crimea  in  1S54-94,  a  most  fascinating  work,  owed 
its  inception  to  a  second  visit  to  the  scenes  of  his  early  battles  in 
company  with  the  late  Lord  Wolseley  ;  and  his  Achievements  of 
Cavalry  is  another  well  known  work  in  military  circles. 

Sir  Evelyn's  marriage  on  September  19th,  1867,  with  the 
Hon.  Mary  Pauline  Anne  Southwell,  sister  of  the  4th  Viscount 
Southwell,  K.P.,  has  given  him  three  sons  and  as  many  daughters. 
The  death  of  Lady  Wood  occurred  on  May  nth,  1891. 

In  1907  Sir  Evelyn  Wood  was  appointed  Gold  Stick  in 
Waiting  to  the  King.  His  present  residence  is  Milhurst,  Harlow, 
with  which  old  world  Essex  township  he  is  further  connected  by 
the  marriage  of  his  youngest  daughter,  Victoria  Eugenie  Mary  to 
John  Hubert  Balfour,  Esq.,  eldest  son  of  John  Balfour,  Esq.,  of 
Moor  Hall, 


Sir  Evelyn  Wood  has  the  Grand  Cordon  of  the  Medjidie,  ist 
Class,  and  is  a  member  of  the  United  Service  and  Army  and  Navy 
Clubs. 
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